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PREFACE. 


On  the  5th  of  October,  1849,  at  Berlin,  Professor 
Carl  Ritter  informed  me  that  the  British  Government 
was  about  to  send  Mr.  Richardson  on  a  mission  to 
Central  Africa,  and  that  they  had  offered,  through 
the  Chevalier  Bunsen,  to  allow  a  German  traveller 
to  join  the  mission,  provided  he  was  willing  to 
contribute  two  hundred  pounds  for  his  own  personal 
travelling  expenses. 

I  had  commenced  lecturing  at  the  University  of 
Berlin  on  comparative  geography  and  the  colonial 
comoierce  of  antiquity,  and  had  just  at  that  time  pub- 
lished the  first  volume  of  my  "  Wanderings  round  the 
Mediterranean,'*  which  comprised  my  journey  through 
Barbary.  Having  undertaken  this  journey  quite  alone, 
I  spent  nearly  my  whole  time  with  the  Arabs,  and 
familiarized  myself  with  that  state  of  human  so- 
ciety where  the  camel  is  man's  daily  companion, 
and  the  culture  of  the  date-tree  his  chief  occupa- 
tion.    I  made  long  journeys  through  desert  tracts  j 
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I  travelled  all  round  the  Great  Syrtis,  and,  passing 
through  the  picturesque  little  tract  of  Cyrenaica, 
traversed  the  whole  country  towards  Egypt ;  I  wan- 
dered about  for  above  a  month  in  the  desert  valleys 
between  Aswan  and  Koser,  and  afterwards  pursued 
my  journey  by  land  all  the  way  through  Syria  and 
Asia  Minor  to  Constantinople. 

While  traversing  these  extensive  tracts,  where 
European  comfort  is  never  altogether  out  of  reach, 
where  lost  supplies  may  be  easily  replaced,  and  where 
the  protection  of  European  powers  is  not  quite  with- 
out avail,  f  had  often  cast  a  wistful  look  towards  those 
unknown  or  little- known  regions  in  the  interior,  which 
stand  in  frequent,  though  irregular,  connection  with 
the  coast.  As  a  lover  of  ancient  history,  I  had  been  led 
towards  those  regions  rather  through  the  commerce  of 
ancient  Carthage,  than  by  the  thread  of  modern  dis- 
covery ;  and  the  desire  to  know  something  more  about 
them  acted  on  me  like  a  charm.  In  the  course  of  a 
conversation  I  once  held  with  a  Hausa  slave  in  Kaf,  in 
the  regency  of  Tunis,  he,  seeing  the  interest  I  took 
in  his  native  country,  made  use  of  these  simple  but 
impressive  words :  "  Please  God,  you  shall  go  and 
visit  Kan6.**  These  words  were  constantly  ringing 
in  my  ears ;  and  though  overpowered  for  a  time  by 
the  vivid  impressions  of  interesting  and  picturesque 
countries,    they  echoed  with   renewed  intensity  as 
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soon  as  I  was  restored  to  the  tranquillity  of  Euro- 
pean life. 

During  my  three  years'  travelling  I  had  ample 
opportunity  of  testing  the  efficacy  of  British  protec- 
tion ;  I  experienced  the  kindness  of  all  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  consuls  from  Tangiers  to  Briisa,  and  often 
enjoyed  their  hospitality.  It  was  solely  their  protection 
which  enabled  me  to  traverse  with  some  degree  of 
security  those  more  desert  tracts  through  which  I 
wandered.  Colonel  Warrington,  Her  Majestj^^s  consul 
in  Tripoli,  who  seems  to  have  had  some  presentiment 
of  my  capabilities  as  an  African  explorer,  even  pro- 
mised me  his  fiill  assistance  if  I  should  try  to  penetrate 
into  the  interior.  Besides  this,  my  admiration  of  the 
wide  extension  of  the  British  over  the  globe,  their 
influence,  their  language,  and  their  government,  was 
such  that  I  felt  a  strong  inclination  to  become  the 
humble  means  of  carrying  out  their  philanthropic 
views  for  the  progressive  civilization  of  the  neglected 
races  of  Central  Africa. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  volunteered  cheer- 
fully to  accompany  Mr.  Richardson,  on  the  sole 
condition,  however,  that  the  exploration  of  Central 
Africa  should  be  made  the  principal  object  of  the 
mission,  instead  of  a  secondaiy  one,  as  had  been 
originally  contemplated. 

In  the  meantime,  while  letters  were  interchanged 
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between  Berlin,  London,  and  Paris  (where  Mr. 
Richardson  at  that  time  resided),  my  father,  whom  I 
had  informed  of  my  design,  entreated  me  to  de- 
sist  from  my  perilous  undertaking,  with  an  earnest- 
ness which  my  filial  duty  did  not  allow  me  to  resist; 
and  giving  way  to  Dr.  Overweg,  who  in  youthful 
enthusiasm  came  immediately  forward  to  volunteer, 
I  receded  from  my  engagement.  But  it  was  too  late, 
my  offer  having  been  officially  accepted  in  London; 
and  I  therefore  allayed  my  father's  anxiety,  and 
joined  the  expedition. 

It  was  a  generous  act  of  Lord  Palmerston,  who 
organized  the  expedition,  to  allow  two  foreign  gentle- 
men to  join  it  instead  of  one.  A  sailor  was  besides 
attached  to  it ;  and  a  boat  was  also  provided,  in  order 
to  give  full  scope  to  the  object  of  exploration.  The 
choice  of  the  sailor  was  unfortunate,  and  Mr.  Richard- 
son thought  it  best  to  send  him  back  from  Murzuk ; 
but  the  boat,  which  was  carried  throughout  the  diffi- 
cult and  circuitous  road  by  M6rzuk,  Ghdt,  Air,  and 
Zinder,  exciting  the  wonder  and  astonishment  of  all 
the  tribes  in  the  interior,  ultimately  reached  its  desti- 
nation, though  the  director  of  the  expedition  himself 
had  in  the  meanwhile  unfortunately  succumbed. 

Government  also  allowed  us  to  take  out  arms.  At 
first  it  had  been  thought  that  the  expedition  ought  to 
go  unarmed,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Richardson  had  made 
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his  first  journey  to  Gh^t  without  arms.  But  on  that 
occasion  he  had  gone  as  a  private  individual,  without 
instruments,  without  presents,  without  anything ;  and 
we  were  to  unite  with  the  character  of  an  expedition 
that  of  a  mission,  — that  is  to  say,  we  were  to  explore 
the  country  while  endeavouring  at  the  same  time  to 
establish  friendship  with  the  chiefs  and  rulers  of  the 
different  territories.  It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
we  should  never  have  crossed  the  frontier  of  Air  had 
we  been  unarmed;  and  when  I  entered  upon  my 
journey  alone,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  me 
to  proceed  without  arms  through  countries  which 
are  in  a  constant  state  of  war,  where  no  chief  or 
ruler  can  protect  a  traveller  except  with  a  large 
escort,  which  is  sure  to  run  away  as  soon  as  there  is 
any  real  danger. 

It  may  be  possible  to  travel  without  arms  in  some 
parts  of  Southern  Africa ;  but  there  is  this  wide  dif- 
ference, that  the  natives  of  the  latter  are  exclusively 
Pagans,  while,  along  all  those  tracts  which  I  have 
been  exploring,  Islamism  and  Paganism  are  constantly 
arrayed  against  each  other  in  open  or  secret  warfere, 
even  if  we  leave  out  of  view  the  unsafe  state  of  the 
roads  through  large  states  consisting,  though  loosely 
connected  together,  of  almost  independent  provinces. 
The  traveller  in  such  countries  must  carry  arms ; 
yet  he  must  exercise  the  utmost  discretion  in  using 
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them.  As  for  myself,  I  avoided  giving  offence  to  the 
men  with  whom  I  had  to  deal  in  peaceful  intercourse, 
endeavouring  to  attach  them  to  me  by  esteem  and 
friendship.  I  have  never  proceeded  onwards  with- 
out leaving. a  sincere  friend  behind  me,  and  thus 
being  sure  that,  if  obliged  to  retrace  my  steps,  I 
might  do  so  with  safety. 

But  I  have  more  particular  reason  to  be  grateful 
for  the  opinion  entertained  of  me  by  the  British 
Government ;  for  after  Mr.  Richardson  had,  in 
March,  1851,  fallen  a  victim  to  the  noble  enter- 
prise to  which  he  had  devoted  his  life,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  honoured  me  with  their  confidence, 
and,  in  authorizing  me  to  carry  out  the  objects  of 
the  expedition,  placed  sufficient  means  at  my  dis- 
posal for  the  purpose.  The  position  in  which  I  was 
thus  placed  must  be  my  excuse  for  undertaking, 
after  the  successftil  accomplishment  of  my  labours, 
the  difficult  task  of  relating  them  in  a  language 
not  my  own. 

In  matters  of  science  and  humanity  all  nations 
ought  to  be  united  by  one  common  interest,  each 
contributing  its  share  in  proportion  to  its  own  pecu- 
liar disposition  and  calling.  If  I  have  been  able 
to  achieve  something  in  geographical  discovery,  it 
is  difficult  to  say  how  much  of  it  is  due  to  English, 
how  much  to  German  influence ;  for  science  is  built 
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up  of  the  materials  collected  by  almost  every  nation, 
and,  beyond  all  doubt,  in  geographical  enterprise  in 
general  none  has  done  more  than  the  English,  while, 
in  Central  Africa  in  particular,  very  little  has  been 
achieved  by  any  but  English  travellers.  Let  it  not, 
therefore,  be  attributed  to  an  undue  feeling  of  na- 
tionality if  I  correct  any  error  of  those  who  preceded 
me.  It  would  be  unpardonable  if  a  traveller  failed  to 
penetrate  further,  or  to  obtain  a  clearer  insight  into  the 
customs  and  the  polity  of  the  nations  visited  by  him, 
or  if  he  were  unable  to  delineate  the  country  with 
greater  accuracy  and  precision,  than  those  who  went 
before  him. 

Every  succeeding  traveller  is  largely  indebted  to 
the  labours  of  his  predecessor.  Thus  our  expedition 
would  never  have  been  able  to  achieve  what  it  did,  if 
Oudney,  Denham,  and  Clapperton  had  not  gone 
before  us ;  nor  would  these  travellers  have  succeeded 
so  far,  had  Lyon  and  Ritchie  not  opened  the  road  to 
Fezzdn ;  nor  would  Lyon  have  been  able  to  reach 
Tej6rri,  if  Captain  (now  Rear-admiral)  Smyth  had 
not  shown  the  way  to  Ghirza.  To  Smyth,  seconded 
by  Colonel  Warrington,  is  due  the  merit  of  having 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  British  Government 
to  the  favourable  situation  of  Tripoli  for  facilitating 
intercourse  with  Central  Africa ;  and  if  at  present 
the  river-communication  along  the  Tsddda  or  B6nuwe 
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seems  to  hold  out  a  prospect  of  an  easier  approach 
to  those  regions,  the  importance  of  Tripoli  must  not 
be  underrated,  for  it  may  long  remain  the  most  avail- 
able port  from  which  a  steady  communication  with 
many  parts  of  that  continent  can  be  kept  up, 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  my  discoveries 
placed  on  a  stable  basis  before  they  were  brought  to 
a  close,  by  the  astronomical  observations  of  Dr,  Vo- 
gel*,  who  was  sent  out  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  expedi- 
tion }  and  I  have  only  to  regret  that  this  gentleman 
was  not  my  companion  from  the  beginning  of  my 
journey,  as  exact  astronomical  observations,  such  as 
he  has  made,  are  of  the  utmost  importance  in  any 
geographical  exploration.  By  moving  the  generally- 
accepted  position  of  Kiikawa  more  than  a  degree  to 
the  westward,  the  whole  map  of  the  interior  has  been 
changed  very  considerably.  The  position  assigned 
by  Dr.  Vogel  to  Zinder  gives  to  the  whole  western 
route,  from  Ghat  through  the  country  of  A'sben,  a 
well-fixed  terminating  point,  while  at  the  same  time 
it  serves  to  check  my  route  to  Timbuktu.  If,  how- 
ever, this  topic  be  lefl  out  of  consideration,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  maps  made  by  me  on  the  jour- 

*  Some  details  will  be  considered  in  a  Memoir  to  be  subjoined 
at  the  end  of  this  work.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Dr.  Vogel's 
calculations  themselyes  may  be  receired  in  the  meantime. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PREFACE.  XV 

ney,  under  many  privations,  were  a  close  approxi- 
mation to  the  truth.  But  now  all  that  pertains  to 
physical  features  and  geographical  position  has  been 
laid  down,  and  executed  with  artistic  skill  and 
scientific  precision,  by  Dr.  Petermann. 

The  principal  merit  which  I  claim  for  myself  in 
this  respect  is  that  of  having  noted  the  whole  con- 
figuration of  the  country  ;  and  my  chief  object  has 
been  to  represent  the  tribes  and  nations  with  whom  I 
came  in  contact,  in  their  historical  and  ethnographical 
relation  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  as  well  as  in  their 
physical  relation  to  that  tract  of  country  in  which 
they  live.  If,  hi  this  respect,  I  have  succeeded  in 
placing  before  the  eyes  of  the  public  a  new  and 
animated  picture,  and  connected  those  apparently 
savage  and  degraded  tribes  more  intimately  with  the 
history  of  races  placed  on  a  higher  level  of  civiliza- 
tion, I  shall  be  amply  recompensed  for  the  toils  and 
dangers  I  have  gone  through. 

My  companion.  Dr.  Overweg,  was  a  clever  and 
active  young  geologist  j  but,  unfortunately,  he  was 
deficient  in  that  general  knowledge  of  natural  science 
which  is  required  for  comprehending  all  the  various 
phenomena  occurring  on  a  journey  into  unknown 
regions.  Having  never  before  risked  his  life  on  a 
dangerous  expedition,  he  never  for  a  moment  doubted 
that  it  might  not  be  his  good  fortune  to  return  home 
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in  safety;  and  he  therefore  did  not  always  bestow  that 
care  upon  his  journal  which  is  so  desirable  in  such  an 
enterprise.  Nevertheless  almost  all  his  observations 
of  latitude  have  been  found  correct,  while  his  memo- 
randa, if  deciphered  at  leisure,  might  still  yield  a  rich 
harvest. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  which  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Government  had  always  in  view  in  these 
African  expeditions  was  the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade.  This,  too,  was  zealously  advocated  by  the 
late  Mr.  Richardson,  and,  I  trust,  has  been  as  zeal- 
ously carried  out  by  myself  whenever  it  was  in  my 
power  to  do  so,  although,  as  an  explorer  on  a 
journey  of  discovery,  I  was  induced,  after  mature 
reflection,  to  place  myself  under  the  protection 
of  an  expeditionary  army,  whose  object  it  was  to 
subdue  another  tribe,  and  eventually  to  carry  away  a 
large  proportion  of  the  conquered  into  slavery.  Now, 
it  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is  a 
broad  distinction  between  the  slave-trade  and  do- 
mestic slavery.  The  foreign  slave-trade  may,  com* 
paratively  speaking,  be  easily  abolished,  though  the 
difficulties  of  watching  over  contraband  attempts  have 
been  shown  sufficiently  by  many  years*  experience. 
With  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  all  along  the 
northern  and  south-western  coast  of  Africa,  slaves 
will  cease  to  be  brought  down  to  the  coast ;  and  in 
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this  way  a  great  deal  of  the  mischief  and  misery 
necessarily  resulting  from  this  inhuman  trafiSc  will  be 
cut  off.  But  this,  unfortunately,  forms  only  a  small 
part  of  the  evil. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  most  horrible  topic 
connected  with  slavery  is  slave-hunting  ;  and  this  is 
carried  on  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
foreign  market,  but,  in  a  far  more  extensive  degree, 
for  supplying  the  wants  of  domestic  slavery.  Hence 
it  was  necessary  that  I  should  become  acquainted 
with  the  real  state  of  these  most  important  features  of 
African  society,  in  order  to  speak  clearly  about  them ; 
for  with  what  authority  could  I  expatiate  on  the 
horrors  and  the  destruction  accompanying  such  an 
expedition,  if  I  were  not  speaking  as  an  eye-witness  ? 
But  having  myself  accompanied  such  a  host  on  a 
grand  scale,  I  shall  be  able,  in  the  third  volume  of 
my  narrative,  to  lay  before  the  public  a  picture  of  the 
cheerful  comfort,  as  well  as  the  domestic  happiness, 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  human  race,  which, 
though  in  a  low,  is  not  at  all  in  a  degraded  state 
of  civilization,  as  well  as  the  wanton  and  cruel  man* 
ner  in  which  this  happiness  is  destroyed,  and  its 
peaceful  abodes  changed  into  desolation.  Moreover, 
this  very  expedition  afforded  me  the  best  oppor- 
tunity of  convincing  the  rulers  of  B6rnu  of  the 
injury  which  such  a  perverse  system  entails  upon 
themselves. 
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But  besides  this,  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  visit  the  country  of  the  Musgu ;  for  while  that 
region  had  been  represented  by  the  last  expedition 
as  an  ahnost  inaccessible  mountain-chain,  attached 
to  that  group  which  Major  Denham  observed  on 
his  enterprising  but  unfortunate  expedition  with  Bu- 
Khalum,  I  convinced  myself  on  my  journey  to  A'da- 
mdwa,  from  the  information  which  I  gathered  from 
the  natives,  that  the  mountains  of  Mdndard  are  en- 
tirely insulated  towards  the  east.  I  considered  it^ 
therefore,  a  matter  of  great  geographical  importance 
to  visit  that  country,  which,  being  situated  between 
the  rivers  Shari  and  Benuw6,  could  alone  afford  the 
proof  whether  there  was  any  connection  between 
these  two  rivers. 

I  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  refer,  in  my 
journal,  to  conversations  which  I  had  with  the  na- 
tives on  religious  subjects.  I  may  say  that  I  have 
always  avowed  my  religion,  and  defended  the  pure 
principles  of  Christianity  against  those  of  Isldm  ;  only 
once  was  I  obliged,  for  about  a  month,  in  order  to 
carry  out  my  project  of  reaching  Timbuktu,  to  as- 
sume the  character  of  a  Moslim.  Had  I  not  resorted 
to  this  expedient,  it  would  have  been  absolutely  im* 
possible  to  achieve  such  a  project,  since  I  was  then 
under  the  protection  of  no  chief  whatiever,  and  had 
to  pass  through  the  country  of  the  fanatic  and  bar- 
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barous  hordes  of  the  Tawdrek.  But  though,  with  this 
sole  exception,  I  have  never  denied  my  character 
of  a  Christian,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  conform  to' the 
innocent  prejudices  of  the  people  around  me,  adopt' 
ing  a  dress  which  is  at  once  better  adapted  to  the 
climate  and  more  decorous  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives. 
One  great  cause  of  my  popularity  was  the  custom 
of  alms-giving*  By  this  means  I  won  the  esteem 
of  the  natives,  who  took  such  a  lively  interest  in 
my  wellbeing  that,  even  when  I  was  extremely  ill, 
they  used  to  say,  "'Abd  el  Kerim*  shall  not  die/* 

I  have  given  a  full  description  of  my  preparatory 
excursion  through  the  mountainous  region  round 
Tripoli }  for  though  this  is  not  altogether  a  new 
country,  anyone  who  compares  my  map  with  that 
of  Lyon  or  Denham  will  see  how  little  the  very 
interesting  physical  features  of  this  tract  had  been 
known  before,  while,  at  a  time  when  the  whole 
Turkish  empire  is  about  to  undergo  a  great  trans- 
formation, it  seems  well  worth  while  to  lay  also  the 
state  of  this  part  of  its  vast  dominions  in  a  more 
complete  manner  before  the  European  public. 

Of  the  first  part  of  our  expedition  there  has 
already  appeared  the  Narrative  of  the  late  Mr. 
Richardson,   published   from    his  manuscript  jour- 

*  "  'Abd  el  Kerim,**  meaning  "  Servant  of  the  Merciful,"  was 
the  name  which  I  thought  it  prudent  to  adopt 
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nals,  which  I  was  fortunately  able  to  send  home  from 
K^kawa.  It  is  full  of  minute  incidents  of  travelling 
life,  so  very  instructive  to  the  general  reader.  But 
from  my  point  of  view,  I  had  to  look  very  differently 
at  the  objects  which  presented  themselves ;  and  Mr. 
Richardson,  if  he  had  lived  to  work  out  his  memo- 
randa himself,  would  not  have  failed  to  give  to  his 
Journal  a  more  lasting  interest.  Moreover,  my  stay 
in  A'gades  afforded  me  quite  a  different  insight  into 
the  life,  the  history,  and  geography  of  those  regions, 
and  brought  me  into  contact  with  Timbuktu. 

Extending  over  a  tract  of  country  of  twenty-four 
degrees  from  north  to  south,  and  twenty  degrees  from 
east  to  west,  in  the  broadest  part  of  the  continent  of 
Africa,  my  travels  necessarily  comprise  subjects  of 
great  interest  and  diversity. 

Afler  having  traversed  vast  deserts  of  the  most 
barren  soil,  and  scenes  of  the  most  frightful  deso- 
lation, I  met  with  fertile  lands  irrigated  by  large 
navigable  rivers  and  extensive  central  lakes,  orna- 
mented with  the  finest  timber,  and  producing  various 
species  of  grain,  rice,  sesamum,  ground-nuts,  in  un- 
limited abundance,  the  sugar-cane,  &c.,  together  with 
cotton  and  indigo,  the  most  valuable  commodities  of 
trade.  The  whole  of  Central  Africa,  from  Bagirmi 
to  the  east  as  far  as  Timbuktu  to  the  west  (as  will  be 
seen  in  my  narrative),  abounds  in  these  products. 
The  natives  of  these  regions  not  only  weave  their 
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own  cotton,  but  dye  their  home-made  shirts  with 
their  own  indigo.  The  river,  the  far-famed  Niger, 
which  gives  access  to  these  regions  by  means  of  its 
eastern  branch  the  B6nuw6,  which  I  discovered, 
affords  an  uninterrupted  navigable  sheet  of  water  for 
more  than  six  hundred  miles  into  the  very  heart  of 
the  country.  Its  western  branch  is  obstructed  by 
rapids  at  the  distance  of  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  from  the  coast ;  but  even  at  that  point  it 
is  probably  not  impassable  in  the  present  state  of 
navigation,  while,  higher  up,  the  river  opens  an  im- 
mense highroad  for  nearly  one  thousand  miles  into 
the  very  heart  of  Western  Africa,  so  rich  in  every 
kind  of  produce. 

The  same  diversity  of  soil  and  produce  which  the 
regions  traversed  by  me  exhibit,  is  also  observed  with 
respect  to  man.  Starting  from  Tripoli  in  the  north, 
we  proceed  from  the  settlements  of  the  Arab  and  the 
Berber,  the  poor  remnants  of  the  vast  empires  of  the 
middle  ages,  into  a  country  dotted  with  splendid  ruins 
from  the  period  of  the  Roman  dominion,  through 
the  wild  roving  hordes  of  the  Tawdrek,  to  the  Negro 
and  half-Negro  tribes,  and  to  the  very  border  of  the 
South  African  nations.  In  the  regions  of  Central 
Africa  there  exists  not  one  and  the  same  stock,  as  in 
South  Africa;  but  the  greatest  diversity  of  tribes,  or 
rather  nations,  prevails,  with  idioms  entirely  distinct. 
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The  great  and  momentous  struggle  between  Is- 
lamism  and  Paganism  is  here  continually  going  on, 
causing  every  day  the  most  painful  and  affecting  re- 
sults, while  the  miseries  arising  from  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  are  here  revealed  in  their  most  repulsive 
features.  We  find  Mohammedan  learning  engrafted 
on  the  ignorance  and  simplicity  of  the  black  races,  and 
the  gaudy  magnificence  and  strict  ceremonial  of  large 
empires  side  by  side  with  the  barbarous  simplicity  of 
naked  and  half-naked  tribes.  We  here  trace  a  his- 
torical thread  which  guides  us  through  this  labyrinth 
of  tribes  and  overthrown  kingdoms;  and  a  lively 
interest  is  awakened  by  reflecting  on  their  possible 
progress  and  restoration,  through  the  intercourse  with 
more  civilized  parts  of  the  world.  Finally,  we  find 
here  commerce  in  every  direction  radiating  from 
Kan6,  the  great  emporium  of  Central  Africa,  and 
spreading  the  manufactures  of  that  industrious  region 
over  the  whole  of  Western  Africa. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  prefatory  remarks  with- 
out expressing  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  great  in- 
terest shown  in  my  proceedings  by  so  many  eminent 
men  in  this  country,  as  well  as  for  the  distinction 
of  the  Victoria  medal  awarded  to  me  by  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society.  As  I  may  flatter  myself  that, 
by  the  success  which  attended  my  efforts,  I  have 
encouraged  further  undertakings  in  these  as  well  as 
in  other  quarters  of  Africa,  so  it  will  be  my  greatest 
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satisfaction,  if  this  narrative  should  give  a  fresh  im- 
pulse to  the  endeavours  to  open  the  fertile  regions  of 
Central  Africa  to  European  commerce  and  civilization. 

Whatever  may  be  the  value  of  this  work,  the 
Author  believes  that  it  has  been  enhanced  by  the 
views  and  illustrations  with  which  it  is  embellished. 
These  have  been  executed  with  artistical  skill  and  the 
strictest  fidelity,  from  my  sketches,  by  Mr.  Beraatz, 
the  well  known  author  of  the  beautiful  **  Scenes  in 
-Ethiopia/' 

I  will  only  add  a  few  words  relative  to  the  spelling 
of  native  names,  —  rather  a  difficult  subject  in  a  con- 
flux of  languages  of  very  different  organization  and 
unsettled  orthography.  I  have  constantly  endeavoured 
to  express  the  sounds  as  correctly  as  possible,  but  in 
the  simplest  way,  assigning  to  the  vowels  always  the 
same  intonation  which  they  have  in  Italian,  and  keep- 
ing as  closely  as  possible  to  the  principles  adopted  by 
the  Asiatic  Society.  The  greatest  difficulty  related  to 
the  **g'*  sound,  which  is  written  in  various  ways  by  the 
Africans,  and  puzzled  even  the  Arabic  writers  of  the 
middle  ages.  While  the  **k*'  in  North  Africa 
approaches  the  g  in  *'  give,"  it  takes  the  sound  of  it 
entirely  in  the  Central  African  languages.  On  this 
ground,  although  I  preferred  writing  "  Azkar,"  while 
the  name  might  have  been  almost  as  well  written 
"  Azgdr ;"  yet  further  into  the  interior  the  application 
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of  the  g,  as  in  **  A'gades/*  **  G6ber,"  and  so  on,  was 
more  correct.  The  ^  of  the  Arabs  has  been  expressed, 
in  conformity  with  the  various  sounds  which  it  adopts, 
by  a,  o  and  u ;  the  ^  by  gh,  although  it  sounds  in 
many  words  like  an  r ;  -  by  j  j  the  -,,  which  is 
frequent  in  the  African  languages,  by  ch. 

The  alphabet,  therefore,  which  I  have  made  use  of 
is  the  following : — 


Votoels, 
a  as  in  cat. 
&      f,     father. 
a  (not  English)  not  unlike  a  in 

dart, 
e  as  in  pen. 

6  like  the  first  a  in  fatal 
i  as  in  it. 
i      „     ravine. 
o     ,,     lot 
6     „    home. 
6  (not  English)  not  unlike  o  in 

noble, 
u  as  in  put. 
u     „     adjure,  true, 
u  not  unlike  oo  in  doom. 
7,  at  the  end  of  words,  instead 
ofi. 

Diphthongs. 
ai   as  i  in  tide  (bj  at  the  end  of 

words), 
oi  (oj),  as  in  noise, 
au  (aw),  as  ow  in  now. 

Consonants. 
b  as  in  beat, 
d      9,     door, 
f*    „    fan. 


Consonants  (continued), 
g  as  in  got. 

join. 

keep. 

leave. 

man. 

not. 

the  Spanish  "campafla/* 
like  ni  in  companion, 
onion. 

pain. 

rain. 

son. 

tame. 

vain, 
w  „     win. 

7  »    y«t- 

z    „     zeal. 

Double  Consonants. 
gh  as  in   ghost,   and  the  g  in 

grumble, 
ks  as  X  in  tax,  excise, 
kh  as  ch  in  the   Scotch  word 

loch, 
th  as  in  tooth, 
ts  as  in  Betsy, 
ng  as  in  wrong. 


*  p,  ph,  f,  in  many  African  languages,  are  constantly  inter- 
changed, the  same  as  r  and  dh,  r  and  1. 

f  No  distinction  has  been  made  between  the  different  rounds 
ofj. 
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A  few  slight  discrepancies  in  the  spelling  of  names 
will,  I  trust,  be  excused,  the  printing  having  abready 
commenced  before  I  had  entirely  settled  the  ortho- 
graphy  I  would  adopt. 

St.  John's  Wood,  London,  HENRY  BARTH,  Ph.  D. 

May  1.  1867. 
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TRAVELS    AND    DISCOVERIES 


IX 


AFRICA. 


CHAPTER  I. 

FEOM   TUIOS  TO  TRIPOLL 

Mr.  Richabdson  was  waiting  in  Paris  for  despatches, 
when  Mr.  Overweg  and  I  reached  Tunis,  by  way  of 
Philippeville  and  Bona,  on  the  15th  of  December, 
1849 ;  and  having,  through  the  kind  interference  of 
Mr.  Ferrier  the  British  vice-consul,  been  allowed  to 
enter  the  town  after  six  days'  quarantine,  we  began 
immediately  to  provide  ourselves  with  articles  of 
dress,  while  in  the  meantime  we  took  most  interest- 
ing daily  rides  to  the  site  of  ancient  Carthage. 

Having  procured  many  useful  articles  for  our 
journey,  and  having  found  a  servant,  the  son  of  a 
freed  slave  from  Gober,  we  left  Tunis  on  the  30th  of 
December*,  and  passed  the  first  night  in  Hammdm  el 

*  I  cannot  leave  Tunis  without  mentioning  the  great  interest 
taken  in  our  undertaking,  and  the  kindness  shown  to  us,  bj  M.  le 
Baron  Th^is,  the  French  consul. 
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Enf.  Early  next  morning  we  followed  the  charming 
route  by  Krumbdlia,  which  presents  a  no  less  vivid 
specimen  of  the  beauty  and  natural  fertility  of  the 
Tunisian  country  than  of  the  desolate  state  to  which 
it  is  at  present  reduced.  We  then  passed  the  fine 
gardens  of  Turki,  a  narrow  spot  of  cultivation  in 
a  wide  desolate  plain  of  the  finest  soil ;  and  leaving 
el  Khwin  to  our  right,  we  reached  el  Arbain. 

Both  these  places  enjoy  a  peculiar  celebrity  with 
the  natives.  El  Khwin  is  said  to  have  been  once  a 
populous  place;  but  nearly  all  its  inhabitants  were 
destroyed  by  a  spring  of  bituminous  water,  which, 
according  to  tradition,  afterwards  disappeared.  El 
Arbain,  the  locality  of  the  "forty"  martyrs,  is  a 
holy  place  ;  and  *Ali,  our  muleteer,  in  his  pious  zeal, 
took  up  a  handful  of  the  sacred  earth  and.  sprinkled 
it  over  us.  It  is  a  most  picturesque  spot.  Keeping 
then  along  the  wild  plain  covered  with  a  thick  under- 
wood of  myrtle,  we  beheld  in  the  distance  the  highly 
picturesque  and  beautiful  Mount  Zaghwdn,  the  Holy 
Mountain  of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  which  rose  in  a 
majestic  form ;  and  we  at  length  reached  Bir  el  buwita, 
"  the  well  of  the  little  closet,"  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  The  "  little  closet,"  however,  had  ^ven 
place  to  a  most  decent-looking  whitewashed  khdn, 
where  we  took  up  our  quarters  in  a  clean  room.  But 
our  buoyant  spirits  did  not  allow  us  long  repose ;  and 
a  quarter  before  eleven  at  night  we  were  again  on 
our  mules. 

I  shall  never  forget  this,  the  last  night  of  the  year 
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1849,  which  opened  to  us  a  new  era  with  many 
ordeals,  and  by  our  endurance  of  which  we  were  to 
render  ourselves  worthy  of  success.  There  were, 
besides  ourselves,  our  servants,  and  our  two  muleteers, 
four  horsemen  of  the  Bey,  and  three  natives  from 
Jirbi.  When  midnight  came  my  fellow  traveller 
and  I  saluted  the  new  year  with  enthusiasm,  and  with 
a  cordial  shake  of  the  hand  wished  each  other  joy. 
Our  Mohammedan  companions  were  greatly  pleased 
when  they  were  informed  of  the  reason  of  our  con- 
gratulating each  other,  and  wished  us  all  possible 
success  for  the  new  year.  We  had  also  reason  to  be 
pleased  with  them ;  for  by  their  not  inharmonious 
songs  they  relieved  the  fatigue  of  a  long,  sleepless, 
and  excessively  cold  night. 

Having  made  a  short  halt  under  the  olive-trees  at 
the  side  of  the  dilapidated  town  of  Herkla,  and  taken 
a  morsel  of  bread,  we  moved  on  with  our  poor 
animals  without  interruption  till  half  an  hour  after 
noon,  when  we  reached  the  funduk  (or  caravanserai) 
Sidi  Bii  Jkfer,  near  Siisa,  where  we  took  up  our 
quarters,  in  order  to  be  able  to  start  again  at  night, 
the  gates  of  the  town  being  kept  shut  till  morning.* 

Starting  before  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
were  exactly  twelve  hours  in  reaching  El  Jem,  with 
the  famous  Castle  of  the  Prophetess,  still  one  of  the 

*  The  town  presented  quite  the  same  desolate  character  which 
I  have  described  in  mj  former  journey,  with  the  single  exception 
that  a  new  gate  had  since  been  built.  Several  statues  had  been 
brought  from  Medinet  Ziydn. 
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most  splendid  monuments  of  Roman  greatness  over- 
hanging the  most  shabby  hovels  of  Mohammedan 
indifference.  On  the  way  we  had  a  fine  view,  to- 
wards the  west,  of  the  picturesque  Jebel  Trutsa,  along 
the  foot  of  which  I  had  passed  on  my  former  wander- 
ings, and  of  the  wide,  out- stretching  Jebel  Uselelt. 

Another  ride  of  twelve  hours  brought  us,  on  the 
3rd  of  January,  1850,  to  Sf&kes,  where  we  were  obliged 
to  take  up  our  quarters  in  the  town,  as  our  land- 
journey  was  here  at  an  end,  and  we  were  to  procure  a 
vessel  to  carry  us  either  direct  to  Tripoli,  or  to  some 
other  point  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Lesser  Syrtis.. 
The  journey  by  land  is  not  only  expensive,  parti- 
cularly for  people  who  are  encumbered  with  a  good 
deal  of  luggage,  as  we  then  were,  and  very  long  and 
tedious,   but  is  also  very  unsafe,  as  I  found  from 
experience  on  my  former  journey.      The  island  of 
Jirbi,  which  forms  the  natural  station  of  the  maritime 
intercourse  between  the  regency  of  Tunis  and  that 
of  Tripoli,  had  been  put  under  the  strictest  rules  of 
quarantine,  rather  from  political  considerations  than 
from  those  of  health,  all  intercourse  with  the  main- 
land having  been  cut  off.    It  was  therefore  with  great 
difficulty  that  we  succeeded  in  hiring  a  "  gdreb  *'  to 
carry  us  to  Zowdra,  in  which  we  embarked  in  the 
forenoon  of  Saturday  the  oth  of  January. 

During  our  two  days'  stay  in  Sfdkes  we  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  Jew  calling  himself  Bardnes,  but 
who  is  in  truth  the  Jew  servant  named  Jacob  who 
accompanied  Denham  and  Clapperton,  and  is  several 
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times  mentioned  in  the  narrative  of  those  enterprising 
travellers  as  self-conceited  and  stubborn  ;  yet  he 
seems  to  be  rather  a  clever  fellow,  and  in  some  way 
or  other  contrives  to  be  on  the  best  terms  with  the 
governor.  He  communicated  to  us  many  anecdotes 
of  the  former  expedition,  and,  among  other  things,  a 
very  mysterious  history  of  a  Danish  traveller  in  dis- 
guise whom  they  met  in  B6rnii  corning  all  the  way 
from  Dar-Fiir  through  Wdddy^  There  is  not  the  least 
mention  of  such  a  meeting  in  the  journal  of  the  expe* 
dition,  nor  has  such  an  achievement  of  a  European 
traveller  ever  been  heard  of;  and  I  can  scarcely 
believe  the  truth  of  this  story,  though  the  Jew  was 
quite  positive  about  it. 

The  vessel  in  which  we  embarked  was  as  miserable 
as  it  could  be,  there  being  only  a  small  low  cabin 
as  high  as  a  dog-kennel,  and  measuring,  in  its 
greatest  width,  from  six  to  seven  feet,  where  I 
and  my  companion  were  to  pass  the  night.  We 
thought  that  a  run  of  forty-eight  hours,  at  the  utmost, 
would  carry  us  across  the  gulf;  but  the  winds  in  the 
Lesser  Syrtis  are  extremely  uncertain,  and  sometimes 
so  violent  that  a  little  vessel  is  obliged  to  run  along 
the  coast. 

At  first  we  went  on  tolerably  well ;  but  the  wind 
soon  became  unfavourable,  and  in  the  evening  we 
were  obliged  to  cast  anchor  opposite  Nekta,  and,  to 
our  despair,  were  kept  there  till  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday,  when  at  length  we  were  enabled  to  go 
forward  in  our  frail  little  shell,  and  reached  M^heres 
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—  not  Sfdi  M^heres,  as  it  is  generally  called  in  the 
maps  —  in  the  darkness  of  night*  Having  made  up 
our  minds  rather  to  risk  anything  than  to  be  longer 
immured  in  such  a  desperate  dungeon  as  our  g^reb, 
we  went  on  shore  early  on  Wednesday  morning  with 
all  our  things,  but  were  not  able  to  conclude  a 
bargain  with  some  Bedowln  of  the  tribe  of  the 
Leffet,  who  were  watering  their  camels  at  the  well. 
•  The  majestic  ruins  of  a  large  castle,  fortified  at  each 
comer  with  a  round  tower,  give  the  place  a  picturesque 
appearance  from  the  seaside.  This  castle  is  well  known 
to  be  a  structure  of  the  time  of  Ibrahim  the  Aghla- 
bite.  In  the  midst  of  the  ruins  is  a  small  mosque. 
But  notwithstanding  the  ruinous  state  of  the  place, 
and  the  desolate  condition  of  its  plantations,  there  is 
still  a  little  industry  going  on,  consoling  to  the 
beholder  in  the  midst  of  the  devastation  to  which  the 
fine  province  of  Byzacium,  once  the  garden  of  Car- 
thage, is  at  present  reduced.  Several  people  were 
busily  employed  in  the  little  market-place  making 
mats;  and  in  the  houses  looms,  weaving  baracans, 
were  seen  in  activity.  But  all  around,  the  country 
presented  a  frightful  scene  of  desolation,  there  being 
no  object  to  divert  the  eye  but  the  two  apparently 
separate  cones  of  Mount  Wuedrin,  far  in  the  dis- 
tance to  the  west,  said  to  be  very  rich  in  sheep. 
The  officer  who  is  stationed  here,  and  who  showed 
us  much  kindness,  furnishing  us  with  some  excellent 
red  radishes' of  extraordinary  size,  the  only  luxury 
which  the  village  affords,  told  us  that  not  less  than 
five  hundred  soldiers  are  quartered  upon  this  part 
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of  the  coast.  On  my  former  journey  I  had  ample 
opportunity  to  observe  how  the  Tunisian  soldiery  eat 
up  the  little  which  has  been  left  to  the  peaceable 
inhabitantis  of  this  most  beautiful,  but  most  unfor- 
tunate country. 

Having  spent  two  days  and  two  nights  in  this 
miserable  place  without  being  able  to  obtain  camels, 
we  resolved  to  try  the  sea  once  more,  in  the  morning  of 
the  1 1  th,  when  the  wind  became  northerly ;  but  before 
the  low-water  allowed  us  to  go  on  board,  the  wind 
again  changed,  so  that,  when  we  at  length  got  under 
weigh  in  the  afternoon,  we  could  only  move  on  with 
short  tacks.  But  our  captain,  protected  as  he  was  by 
the  Promontory  of  M^heres,  dared  to  enter  the  open 
gulf.  Quantities  of  large  fish  in  a  dying  state,  as  is 
often  the  case  in  this  shallow  water  when  the  wind 
has  been  high,  were  drifting  round  our  boat. 

The  sun  was  setting  when  we  at  length  doubled 
the  promontory  of  Kasr  Unga,  which  we  had  already 
clearly  distinguished  on  the  8th.  However,  we  had 
now  overcome  the  worst ;  and  when  on  the  following 
morning  I  emerged  from  our  suflTocating  berth,  I  saw, 
to  my  great  delight,  that  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the 
gulf,  having  left  the  coast  far  behind  us.  I  now 
heard  from  our  rais  that,  instead  of  coasting  as  far  as 
Tarf  el  md  (**the  border  of  the  water"),  a  famous 
locality  in  the  innermost  comer  of  the  Lesser  Syrtis, 
which  seems  to  preserve  the  memory  of  the  former 
connection  between  the  gulf  and  the  great  Sebkha 
or  Shot  el  Kebir  (the   "palus   Tritonis"),   he   had 
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been  so  bold  as  to  keep  his  little  bark  straight  upon 
the  channel  of  Jirbi. 

Our  voyage  now  became  interesting;  for  while 
we  were  advancing  at  a  fair  rate,  we  had  a  charm- 
ing view  of  the  mountain-range,  which  in  clear 
contours  extended  along  in  the  distance  behind  the 
date-groves  on  the  coast,  seen  only  in  faint  outlines. 
The  western  part  of  the  chain  is  very  low,  and  forms 
almost  a  group  apart,  but  after  having  been  inter- 
sected by  a  gap  or  "  gate,"  the  chain  rises  to  greater 
elevation,  being  divided,  as  it  would  seem  from  hence, 
into  three  separate  ranges  enclosing  fine  valleys. 

We  had  hoped  to  cross  the  diflSicult  channel  to-day ; 
but  the  wind  failing,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  and 
await  the  daylight,  for  it  is  not  possible  to  traverse 
the  straits  in  the  night,  on  account  of  their  extreme 
shallowness.  Even  in  the  light  of  the  following  day, 
when  we  at  length  succeeded,  our  little  bark,  which 
drew  only  two  or  three  feet,  struck  twice,  and  we  had 
some  trouble  to  get  afloat  again.  On  the  conspicuous 
and  elevated  promontory  the  "  Jurf,"  or  "  Tarf  el 
jurf,"  stood  in  ancient  times  a  temple  of  Venus,  the 
hospitable  goddess  qf  the  navigator.  Here  on  my 
former  journey  I  crossed  with  my  horses  over  from 
the  main  to  the  island  of  Jirbi,  while  from  the  water 
I  had  now  a  better  opportunity  of  observing  the  pic- 
turesque character  of  the  rugged  promontory.  After 
traversing  the  shallow  basin  or  widening,  we  crossed 
the  second  narrowing,  where  the  castles  which  de- 
Tended  the  bridge  or  "  kantara,"  the  **  pons  Zitha"  of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Chap.  I,  TRIALS  OF  TEMPER.  & 

the  Romans,  now  lie  in  ruins  on  the  main  as  well  as 
on  the  island,  and  greatly  obstruct  the  passage,  the 
difficulty  of  which  has  obtained  celebrity  from  contests 
between  Islam  and  Christianity  in  comparatively 
modern  times. 

Having -passed  safely  through  this  difficult  channel, 
we  kept  steadily  on  through  the  open  sea ;  and 
doubling  Rds  Mamiira,  near  to  which  our  captain  had 
a  little  date-grove  and  was  cheerfully  saluted  by  his 
family  and  friends,  we  at  length  entered  the  harbour 
of  Zarzis,  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  and  with 
some  trouble  got  all  our  luggage  carried  into  the 
village,  which  is  situated  at  some  distance.  For 
although  we  had  the  worst  part  of  the  land  journey 
now  before  us,  the  border-district  of  the  two  regencies, 
with  the  unsafe  state  of  which  I  was  well  acquainted 
from  my  former  journey,  and  although  we  were  in- 
sufficiently armed,  we  were  disposed  to  endure  any- 
thing rather  than  the  imprisonment  to  which  we 
were  doomed  in  such  a  vessel  as  our  Mohammed's 
gdreb.  I  think,  however,  that  this  nine  days'  sail 
between  Sfdkes  and  Zarzis,  a  distance  of  less  than 
a  hundred  and  twenty  miles,,  was  on  the  whole 
a  very  fair  trial  in  the  beginning  of  an  under- 
taking the  success  of  which  was  mainly  dependent 
upon  patience  and  resolute  endurance.  We  were 
rather  fortunate  in  not  only  soon  obtaining  tolerable 
quarters,  but  also  in  arranging  without  delay  our 
departure  for  the  following  day,  by  hiring  two  horses 
and  three  camels. 
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Zarzifl  consists  of  five  separate  villages — Kasr  Bd 
'All,  Kasr  Mwanza,  Kasr  WelAd  Mohammed,  Kasr 
Welid  Said,  and  Kasr  Zawiya :  the  Bedowin  in  the 
neighbourhood  belong  to  the  tribe  of  the  Akdra. 
The  plantation  also  is  formed  into  separate  date- 
groves.  The  houses  are  in  tolerable  repair  and 
neatly  whitewashed ;  but  the  character  of  order  and 
well-being  is  neutralised  by  a  good  many  houses  in 
decay.  Near  the  place  there  are  also  some  Roman 
ruins,  especially  a  cistern  of  very  great  length  ;  and 
at  some  distance  is  the  site  of  Medinet  Ziydn,  of  which 
I  have  given  a  description  in  the  narrative  of  my 
former  journey. 

Besides  the  eight  men  attached  to  our  five  animals, 
we  were  joined  here  by  four  pilgrims  and  three  Tri- 
politan  traders  ;  we  thus  made  up  a  numerous  body, 
armed  with  eight  muskets,  three  blunderbusses,  and 
fourteen  pistols,  besides  several  straight  swords,  and 
could  venture  upon  the  rather  unsafe  road  to  the 
south  of  the  Lake  of  Bibdn,  though  it  would  have  been 
far  more  agreeable  to  have  a  few  trustworthy  people 
to  rely  on  instead  of  these  turbulent  companions. 

Entering  soon,  behind  the  plantation  of  Zarzls,  a 
long  narrow  sebkha,  we  were  struck  by  the  sterile 
and  desolate  character  of  the  country,  which  was  only 
interrupted  by  a  few  small  depressed  localities,  where 
a  little  corn  was  cultivated.  Keeping  along  this 
tract  of  country,  we  reached  the  north-western  comer 
of  the  Lake  of  Bibdn,  or  Bah^ret  el  Bibdn,  after  a 
little  more  than  eight  miles.    This  corner  has  even  at 
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the  present  day  the  common  name  of  Khashm  el  kelb 
(the  Dog's  Nose),  while  the  former  classical  name  of 
the  whole  lake,  Sebdkh  el  keldb,  was  only  known  to 
Tayyef,  the  more  learned  of  my  guides,  who,  without 
being  questioned  by  me,  observed  that  in  former  times 
towns  and  rich  corn-fields  had  been  where  the  lake 
now  is,  but  had  been  swallowed  up  by  a  sinking  of 
the  ground. 

The  real  basin  has  certainly  nothing  in  common 
with  a  sebkha,  which  metuis  a  shallow  hollow,  in- 
crusted  with  salt,  which  at  times  is  dry  and  at  others 
forms  a  pool ;  for  it  is  a  deep  gulf  or  fiord  of  the  sea, 
with  which  it  is  connected  only  by  a  narrow  channel 
called  W4d  mta  el  Bibdn.  The  nature  of  a  sebkha 
belongs  at  present  only  to  its  shores,  chiefly  to  the 
locality  called  Makhdda,  which,  indenting  the  country 
to  a  great  distance,  is  sometimes  very  difficult  to 
pass,  and  must  be  turned  by  a  wide  circuitous  path, 
which  is  greatly  feared  on  account  of  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Ud^rna,  a  tribe  famous  for  its  highway 
robberies.  Having  traversed  the  Makhdda  (which  at 
present  was  dry)  without  any  difficulty,  we  entered 
upon  good  arable  soil,  and  encamped,  after  sunset, 
at  about  half  a  mile  distance  from  a  Bedowln  en- 
campment. 

Starting  from  here  the  following  day, 

?  ,  ,  January  15th. 

we  soon  became  aware  that  the  country 
was  not  so  thinly  inhabited  as  we  had  thought ;  for  nu- 
merous herds  covered  the  rich  pasture-grounds,  while 
droves  of  gazelles,  now  and  then,  attested  that  the  in- 
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dustry  of  man  did  not  encroach  here  upon  the  freedom 
of  the  various  orders  of  creation.  Leaving  the  path 
near  the  ruins  of  a  small  building  situated  upon  a 
hill,  I  went  with  Tayyef  and  the  Khalifa  to  visit  the 
ruins  of  a  Roman  station  on  the  border  of  the  Sahara, 
which,  under  the  name  of  el  Medaina,  has  a  great 
fame  amongst  the  neighbouring  tribes,  but  which, 
with  a  single  exception,  are  of  small  extent  and  bad 
workmanship.  This  exception  is  the  quay,  which  is 
not  only  of  interest  in  itself,  formed  as  it  is  of  re- 
gularly-hewn stones,  in  good  repair,  but  of  importance 
as  an  evident  proof  that  the  lake  was  much  deeper  ia 
ancient  times  than  it  is  now. 

Traversing  from  this  spot  the  sebkha,  which  our 
companions  had  gone  round,  we  soon  overtook  them, 
and  kept  over  fine  pasture-grounds  called  el  Feh^n, 
and  further  on,  Siillub,  passing,  a  little  after  noon,  a 
group  of  ruins  near  the  shore,  called  Kitfi  el  hamar. 
At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  directly 
on  our  right  a  slight  slope  which,  according  to  the 
unanimous  statement  of  our  guides  and  companions, 

forms  the  m%tta,  ^G^,  or  frontier  between  the  two 

regencies*;  and  keeping  along  it  we  encamped  an 
hour  afterwards  between  the  slope  and  the  shore, 
which  a  little  further  on  forms  the  deep  gulf  called 
Mirsd  Bur^ka. 

♦  This  point  is  not  without  importance,  as  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
pute has  taken  place  about  the  frontier.  Having  on  my  former 
journey  kept  close  along  the  seashore,  I  have  laid  it  down  erro- 
neously in  the  map  accompanying  the  narrative  of  that  journey. 
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Startinff  at  an  early  hour,  we  reached, 

1         />  .1  1  .  \  Januiiyieth. 

after  a  march  of  ten  miles,  the  rums  of 
a  castle  on  the  sea-shore,  called  Biirj  el  Melha,  to 
which  those  of  a  small  village,  likewise  built  of  hewn 
stone,  are  joined,  while  a  long  and  imposing  mole 
called  el  Mind  juts  out  into  the  gulf.  Four  and  a 
half  miles  further  on  we  reached  the  conspicuous  hill 
on  the  top  of  which  is  the  chapel  of  the  saint  Sidi 
Said  ben  Sdlah,  sometimes  called  Sidi  Ghdzi,  and  ve- 
nerated by  such  of  the  natives  as  are  not  attached 
to  the  Puritan  sect  of  El  Mddani,  of  which  I  shall 
speak  hereafter.  All  our  companions  went  there  to 
say  a  short  prayer. 

Here  we  left  the  shore,  and,  having  watered  our 
anima:ls  near  a  well  and  passed  the  chapel  of  Sidi  Said, 
close  to  which  there  are  some  ruins,  we  passed  with 
expedition  over  fine  meadows  till  we  approached  the 
plantation  of  Zowdra,  when,  leaving  Mr.  Overweg  and 
my  people  behind,  I  rode  on  with  the  Khalifa,  in  order 
to  procure  quarters  from  my  former  friend  Said  bfi 
Semmin,  who,  as  I  had  heard  to  my  great  satisfaction, 
had  been  restored  to  the  government  of  that  place. 
He  had  just  on  that  very  day  returned  from  a  visit  of 
some  length  in  the  capital,  and  was  delighted  to  see 
me  again ;  but  he  was  rather  astonished  when  he 
heard  that  I  was  about  to  undertake  a  far  more  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  journey  than  my  former  one  along 
the  coast,  in  which  he  well  knew  that  I  had  had  a  very 
narrow  escape.  However,  he  confided  in  my  enter- 
prising spirit  and  in  the  mercy  of  the  Almighty,  and 
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thought  if  anybody  was  likely  to  do  it,  I  was  the 
man.* 

We  had  now  behind  us  the  most  dreary 

Janoaiy  17th.  _  _        .  it 

part  of  our  route,  having  entered  a  dis- 
trict  which  in  ancient  times  numbered  large  and 
wealthy  cities,  among  which  Sabratha  stands  fore- 
most, and  which  even  in  the  present  miserable  state 
of  the  country  is  dotted  with  pleasant  little  date- 
groves,  interrupted  by  fine  pasture-grounds.  In  the 
westernmost  part  of  this  tract,  however,  with  the 
exception  of  the  plantation  of  Zowdra,  all  the  date- 
groves,  as  those  of  Rikdaliye,  Jemil,  el  Meshiah,  and 
Jendn  ben  Sil,  lie  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
coast,  while  the  country  near  the  sea  is  full  of  seb- 
khas,  and  very  monotonous,  till  the  traveller  reaches 
a  slight  ridge  of  sand-hills  about  sixteen  miles  east 
from  Zowdra,  which  is  the  border  between  the  dreary 
province  of  that  government  and  a  more  favoured 
tract  belonging  to  the  goveminent  of  Bii-*Ajila,  and 
which  lies'  a  little  distance  inland.  Most  charming 
was  the  little  plantation  of  Kasr  ^Alaiga,  which  ex- 
hibited traces  of  industry  and  improvement.  Unfor- 
tunately our  horses  were  too  weak  and  too  much 
fatigued  to  allow  us  to  visit  the  sites  either  of  Sa- 
bratha or  Pontes.   The  ruins  of  Sabratha  are  properly 

♦  I  will  here  correct  the  mistake  which  I  made  in  mj  former 
narrative,  when  I  said  that  Zow&ra  is  not  mentioned  by  Arabic 
authors.  It  is  certainly  not  adverted  to  by  the  more  celebrated 
and  older  writers  ;  but  it  is  mentioned  by  travellers  of  the  14th 
century,  especially  by  the  Sheikh  e'  TijSni. 
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called  Kasr  *Alaiga,  but  the  name  has  been  applied 
to  the  whole  neighbourhood ;  to  the  ancient  Pontes 
seem  to  belong  the  ruins  of  Zowdra  e*  sherkiyeh, 
which  are  considerable.  Between  them  lies  the  pretty 
grove  of  Om  el  balWf. 

About  ibur  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  traversed 
the  charming  little  valley  called  Wadi  bti-harida, 
where  we  watered  our  horses;  and  then  following  the 
camels,  and  passing  Asermdn  with  its  little  plantation, 
which  is  bordered  by  a  long  and  deep  sebkha,  we 
took  up  our  quarters  for  the  night  in  an  Arab  encamp- 
ment, which  was  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  date« 
grove  of  *Ukbah,  and  presented  a  most  picturesque 
appearance,  the  large  fires  throwing  a  magic  light 
upon  the  date-torees.  But  there  are  no  roses  without 
thorns:  we  were  unfortunately  persuaded  to  make 
ourselves  comfortable  in  an  Arab  tent,  as.  we  had  no 
tent  of  our  own  ;  and  the  enormous  swarms  of  fleas 
not  only  disturbed  our  night's  rest,  but  followed  us  to 
Tripoli. 

We  had  a  long  stretch  the  following  day  to  reach 
the  capital,  which'  we  were  most  anxious  to  accom- 
plish, as  we  expected  Mr.  Richardson  would  have 
arrived  before  us  in  consequence  of  our  own  tedious 
journey ;  and  having  sent  the  Khalifa  in  advance  to 
keep  the  gate  open  for  us,  we  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  town  after  an  uninterrupted  march  of  thirteen 
hours  and  a  half,  and  were  most  kindly  received  by 
Mr.  Crowe,  Her  Majesty's  consul-general,  and  the 
vice-consul  Mr.  Reade,   with  whom  I  was  already 
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acquainted.  We  were  surprised  to  find  that  Mr. 
Richardson  had  not  even  yet  been  heard  of,  as  we 
expected  he  would  come  direct  by  way  of  Malta. 
But  he  did  not  arrive  till  twelve  days  after.  With 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Reade,  we  had  already  finished 
a  great  deal  of  our  preparations,  and  would  have 
gladly  gone  on  at  once;  but  neither  the  boat,  nor 
the  instruments,  nor  the  arms  or  tents  had  as  yet 
arrived,  and  a  great  deal  of  patience  was  required. 
However,  being  lodged  in  the  neat  house  of  the 
former  Austrian  consul,  close  to  the  harbour,  and 
which  commands  a  charming  prospect,  our  time 
passed  rapidly  by. 

On  the  26th  of  January  Mr.  Reade  presented  Mr, 
Overweg  and  me  to  Yezid  Basha,  the  present  gover- 
nor, who  received  us  with  great  kindness  and  good 
feeling.  On  the  29th  we  had  a  pleasant  meeting 
with  Mr.  Frederic  Warrington  on  his  return  from 
Ghaddmes,  whither  he  had  accompanied  Mr.  Charles 
Dickson,  who  on  the  1st  of  January  had  made  his 
entry  into  that  place  as  the  first  European  agent 
and  resident.  Mr.  F.  Warrington  is  perhaps  the 
most  amiable  possible  specimen  of  an  Arabianized 
European.  To  this  gentleman,  whose  zeal  in  the 
objects  of  the  expedition  was  beyond  all  praise,  I 
must  be  allowed  to  pay  my  tribute  as  a  friend.  On 
setting  out  in  1850,  he  accompanied  me  as  far  as  the 
Ghuridn  ;  and  on  my  joyful  return  in  1855  he  re- 
ceived me  in  Murzuk.  By  the  charm  of  friendship 
h^  certainly  contributed  his  share  to  my  success. 
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CHAP.  11. 

TRIPOLI.  —  THB  PLAIN  AND  THE  HOtJNTAIN-SLOPB  ;  THE  ABAB 
AND  THE  BEBBER. 

In  the  Introduction  I  have  given  a  rapid  sketch  of 
our  journey  from  Tunis,  and  pointed  out  the  causes 
of  our  delay  in  Tripoli.  As  soon  as  it  became  appa- 
rent that  the  preparations  for  our  final  departure  for 
the  interior  would  require  at  least  a  month,  Mr.  Over- 
weg  and  I  resolved  to  employ  the  interval  in  making 
a  preliminary  excursion  through  the  mountainous 
region  that  encompasses  Tripoli  in  a  radius  of  from 
sixty  to  eighty  miles. 

With  this  view,  we  hired  two  camels,  with  a 
driver  each,  and  four  donkeys,  with  a  couple  of  men, 
for  ourselves  and  our  two  servants,  Mohammed  Beldl, 
the  son  of  a  liberated  Hdusa  slave,  and  Ibrahim, 
a  liberated  Bagirmi  slave,  whom  we  had  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  engage  here ;  and  through  the  Con- 
sul's influence  we  procured  a  shoush,  or  officer,  to 
accompany  us  the  whole  way. 

Neither  the  instruments  provided  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  nor  the  tents  and  arms,  had  as  yet 
arrived.     But  Mr.  Overweg  had  a  good  sextant,  and 
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18  TRAVELS  IN   AFRICA.  Chap.  II. 

I  a  good  chronometer,  and  we  were  both  of  us  pro- 
vided with  tolerably  good  compasses,  thermometers, 
and  an  aneroid  barometer.  Mr.  Frederic  Warrington, 
too,  was  good  enough  to  lend  us  a  tent. 

We  had  determined  to  start  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  4th  of  February,  1850,  so  as  to  pass  the  first 
night  in  Gargash ;  but  meeting  with  delays,  we  did 
not  leave  the  town  till  after  sunset.  We  preferred 
encamping,  therefore,  in  the  Meshiah,  a  little  beyond 
the  mosque,  under  the  palm-trees,  little  knowing  at 
the  time  what  an  opportunity  we  had  lost  of  spend- 
ing a  very  cheerful  evening. 

Soon  after  starting,  we  emerged  from  the 

Febmaiy  6th.        ,  ,  .   7®'  .         °     .  , 

palm-groves  which  constitute  the  charm 
of  Tripoli,  and  continued  our  march  over  the  rocky 
ground.  Being  a  little  in  advance  with  the  shoush, 
I  halted  to  wait  for  the  rest,  when  a  very  peculiar 
cry,  that  issued  from  the  old  Roman  building  on  the 
road-side,  called  "  Easr  el  Jahaliyeh,"  perplexed  us 
for  a  moment.  But  we  soon  learnt,  to  our  great  sur- 
prise, not  unmixed  with  regret,  that  it  was  our  kind 
friend  Frederic  Warrington,  who  had  been  waiting  for 
us  here  the  whole  night.  From  the  top  of  the  ruiuy 
which  stands  on  an  isolated  rock  left  purposely  in 
the  midst  of  a  quarry,  there  is  a  widely  extensive 
view.  It  appears  that,  before  the  Arabs  built  the 
castle,  this  site  was  occupied  by  Roman  sepulchres. 
A  little  further  on  we  passed  the  stone  of  Sidi  *Arifa. 
This  stone  had  fallen  upon  the  head  of  a  workman 
who  was  digging  a  well.     The  workman,  so  runs  the 
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legend,  escaped  unhurt;  and  at  Sidi  'Arifa's  word 
the  stone  once  more  sprung  to  the  surface.  Further 
on,  near  the  sea-shore,  we  passed  the  chapel  of  Sidi 
Sdlah,  who  is  said  to  have  drawn  by  magic  to  hia 
feet,  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  a  quantity  of  fish 
ready  dressed. 

From  this  point  our  kind  friend  Mr.  Frederic  War- 
rington returned  with  his  followers  to  the  town,  and 
we  were  left  to  ourselves.  We  then  turned  off  from 
the  road,  and  entered  the  fine  date-plantation  of 
Zenziir,  celebrated  in  the  fourteenth  century,  as  one  of 
the  finest  districts  of  Barbary,  by  the  Sheikh  e'  Tijdni, 
passing  by  a  great  magazine  of  com,  and  a  moulder- 
ing clay-built  castle,  in  which  were  quartered  a  body 
of  horsemen  of  the  Ursbefslna.  Fine  olive-trees  pleas- 
ingly alternated  with  the  palm-grove,  while  the 
borders  of  the  broad  sandy  paths  were  neatly  fenced 
with  the  Cactus  opuntia.  Having  passed  our  former 
place  of  encampment  in  Say  Ada,  we  were  agreeably 
surprised  to  see  at  the  western  end  of  the  plantation 
a  few  new  gardens  in  course  of  formation ;  for  thei'e 
is  a  tax,  levied  not  on  the  produce  of  the  tree,  but 
on  the  tree  itself,  which  naturally  stands  in  the  way 
of  new  plantations. 

Having  tialted  for  a  short  time  at  noon  near  the 
little  oasis  of  Sfdi  Ghdr,  where  the  ground  was  beau- 
tifully adorned  with  a  profusion  of  lilies  j  and  having 
passed  Jedaim,  we  encamped  towards  evening  in  the 
wide  courtyard  of  the  Kasr  Gamiida,  where  we  were . 
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kindly  received  by  the  Eaimakdm  Mustapha  Bey, 
whom  I  was  providentially  destined  to  meet  twice 
again,  viz.  on  my  outset  from,  and  on  my  final  return 
to,  Fezzdn.  The  whole  plantation  of  Zawiya,  of  which 
Gamiida  forms  a  part,  is  said  to  contain  a  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  palm-trees. 

Ibrahim  gave  me  an  interesting  account  to-day  of 
Negroland.  Though  a  native  of  Bagirmi,  he  had 
rambled  much  about  Mdndard,  and  spoke  enthusiasti- 
cally of  the  large  and  strong  mountain-town  Kardwa, 
his  report  of  which  I  afterwards  found  quite  true ; 
of  the  town  of  Mindif,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
great  mountain  of  the  same  name;  and  of  Mord, 
which  he  represented  as  very  unsafe  on  account  of 
bands  of  robbers, — a  report  which  has  been  entirely 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Vogel.  Our  chief  interest  at  that 
time  was  concentrated  upon  Mdndard,  which  was 
then  supposed  to  be  the  beginning  of  the  mountainous 
zone  of  Central  Africa. 

wedne«day,  While  the  camcls  were  pursuing  the 
February  6Ul  ^[j^qqi  tract,  wc  oursclvcs,  leaving  our 
former  road,  which  was  parallel  to  the  sea-coast,  and 
turning  gradually  towards  the  south,  made  a  circuit 
through  the  plantation,  in  order  to  procure  a  supply 
of  dates  and  com,  as  we  were  about  to  enter  on 
the  zone  of  nomadic  existence.  The  morning  was 
very  fine,  and  the  ride  pleasant.  But  we  had  hardly 
left  the  plantation,  when  we  exchanged  the  firm  turf 
for.  deep  sand-hills  which  were  broken  further  on  by 
a  more  favoured  soil,  where  melons  were  cultivated  in 
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great  plenty ;  and  again,  about  four  miles  beyond  the 
plantation,  the  country  once  more  assumed  a  genial 
aspect.  I  heard  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Zawiya  habitually  exchange  every  summer  their  more 
solid  town  residences  for  lighter  dwellings  here  in  the 
open  air.  A  little  before  noon  we  obtained  a  fine 
view  over  the  diversified  outlines  of  the  mountains 
before  us. 

In  the  plain  there  are  many  favoured  spots  bearing 
com,  particularly  the  country  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Mamiira,  which  forms  a  very  conspicuous  object  from 
every  side.  As  we  advanced  further,  the  country 
became  well  inhabited,  and  everywhere,  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  path,  were  seen  encampments  of  the 
tribe  of  the  Beldsa,  who  occupy  all  the  grounds 
between  the  Urshefdna  and  the  Bii-'Ajila,  while 
the  Urjlmma,  a  tribe  quite  distinct  from  the  Ur- 
ghamma,  have  their  settlements  S.W.,  between  the 
Nuwayil  and  the  Bil-'Ajfla.  All  these  Arabs  here- 
abouts provide  themselves  with  water  from  the  well 
Nur  e'  din,  which  we  left  at  some  distance  on  our 
left. 

The  encampment  near  which  we  pitched  our  tent 
in  the  evening  belonged  to  the  chief  of  the  Beldsa, 
and  consisted  of  seven  tents,  close  to  the  slope  of  a 
small  hilly  chain.  We  had  scarcely  pitched  our  tent 
when  rain  set  in,  accompanied  by  a  chilly  current  of 
air,  which  made  the  encampment  rather  uncomfort- 
able. The  chief,  Mohammed  Ch^lebi,  brought  us,  in 
the  evening,  some  bazin ;   the  common  dish  of  the 
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Arab  of  Tripoli.  We  wanted  to  regale  him  with 
coffee,  but,  being  afraid  of  touching  the  hot  drink, 
and  perhaps  suspicious  of  poison,  he  ran  away. 

Thoredar,  Continuing    our     march     southward 

February  Jth.  through  the  fiuc  and  slightly  undulating 
district  of  el  Habl,  where  water  is  found  in  several 
wells,  at  the  depth  of  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  fathoms, 
we  gradually  approached  the  mountain-chain.  The 
strong  wind,  which  filled  the  whole  air  with  sand, 
prevented  us  from  obtaining  a  very  interesting  view 
from  a  considerable  eminence  called  el  Ghunna,  the 
terminating  and  culminating  point  of  a  small  chain 
of  hills,  which  we  ascended.  For  the  same  reason, 
when  I  and  Ibrahim,  after  lingering  some  time  on 
this  interesting  spot,  started  after  our  camels,  we  lost 
our  way  entirely,  the  tracks  of  our  little  caravan  being 
totally  effaced,  and  no  path  traceable  over  the  undu- 
lating sandy  ground.  At  length  we  reached  firmer 
grassy  soil,  and,  felling  in  with  the  path,  overtook 
our  people  at  the  "  Bir  el  Ghdnem." 

Hence  we  went  straight  towards  the  slope  of  the 
mountains,  and  after  little  more  than  an  hour's 
march  reached  the  first  advanced  hill  of  the  chain, 
and  began  to  enter  on  it  by  going  up  one  of  the 
wadis  which  open  from  its  flanks.  It  takes  its 
name  from  the  ethel  {Tamarix  orienialis)^  which 
here  and  there  breaks  the  monotony  of  the  scene, 
and  gradually  widens  to  a  considerable  plain  bounded 
by  majestic  ridges.  From  this  plain  we  descended 
into  the  deep  and  rugged  ravine  of  the  large  Wadi 
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Sheikh,  the  abrupt  cliflfe  of  which  presented  to  view 
beautilTul  layers  of  red  and  white  sandstone,  with 
a  lower  horizontal  layer  of  limestone,  and  we  looked 
out  for  a  well-sheltered  place,  as  the  cold  wind  was 
very  disagreeable.  The  wadi  has  its  name  from  its 
vicinity  to  the  chapel,  or  zawiya,  of  the  Mer&bet 
Bii-Mdti,  to  which  is  attached  a  large  school. 

On  setting  out  from  this  hollow  we  p^^^^ 
ascended  the  other  side,  and  soon  ob-  ^•^">«fy«t»^ 
tained  an  interesting  view  of  the  varied  outlines  of 
the  mountains  before  us,  with  several  half-deserted 
castles  of  the  Arab  middle  ages  on  the  summits  of 
the  hills.  The  castle  of  the  WelAd  Merabetin,  used 
by  the  neighbouring  tribes  chiefly  as  a  granary,  has 
been  twice  destroyed  by  the  Turks ;  but  on  the  occa- 
sion of  nuptial  festivities,  the  Arabs,  in  conformity 
with  ancient  usage,  still  fire  their  muskets  from  above 
the  castle.  The  inhabitants  of  these  mountains,  who 
have  a  strong  feeling  of  liberty,  cling  to  their  ancient 
customs  with  great  fondness. 

We  descended  again  into  Wadi  Sheikh,  which, 
winding  round,  crossed  our  path  once  more.  The 
regular  layers  of  limestone,  which  present  a  good 
many  fossils,  with  here  and  there  a  layer  of  marl, 
form  here,  during  heavy  rains,  a  pretty  little  cascade 
at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs.  We  lost  much  time  by  getting 
entangled  in  a  branch  of  the  wadi,  which  had  no 
outlet,  but  exhibited  the  wild  scenery  of  a  glen,  worn 
by  the  torrents  which  occasionally  rush  down  the 
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abrupt  rocky  cliffis.  Having  regained  the  direct  road, 
we  had  to  cross  a  third  time  the  Wadi  Sheikh  'at  the 
point  where  it  is  joined  by  Wadi  Ginna,  or  Gilla,  which 
also  we  crossed  a  little  further  on.  In  the  Jefdra,  or 
fertile  zone  along  the  coast,  the  monotony  of  the 
palm-groves  becomes  almost  fatiguing ;  but  here  we 
were  much  gratified  at  the  sight  of  the  first  group  of 
date-trees,  which  was  succeeded  by  others,  and  even 
by  a  small  orchard  of  fig-trees.  Here,  as  we  began 
to  ascend  the  elevated  and  abrupt  eastern  cliffs  of 
the  valley,  which  at  first  offer  only  a  few  patches  of 
cultivated  plateau,  succeeded  further  on  by  olive- 
trees,  a  fine  view  opened  before  us,  extending  to  the 
S.E.  as  far  as  the  famous  Koman  monument  called 
Ensh^d  e'  Suf^t,  which  is  very  conspicuous.  Having 
waited  here  for  our  camels,  we  reached  the  first  vil- 
lage, whose  name,  **  Ta-smeraye,"  bears,  like  that  of 
many  others,  indubitable  proof  that  the  inhabitants 
of  these  mountainous  districts  belong  originally  to 
the  Berber  race,  though  at  present  only  a  few  of  them 
speak  their  native  tongue.  These  people  had  formerly 
a  pleasant  and  comfortable  abode  in  this  quarter,  but 
having  frequently  revolted  against  the  Turks,  they 
have  been  greatly  reduced,  and  their  villages  at  pre- 
sent look  like  so  many  heaps  of  ruins. 

Having  passed  some  other  hamlets  in  a  similar 
state  of  decay,  and  still  going  through  a  pleasant 
but  rather  arid  country,  we  reached  the  oppressor's 
stronghold,  the  "  Kasr  el  Jebel,"  as  it  is  generally 
called,  although  this  part  of  the  mountains  bears  the 
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special  name  of  Yefren.  It  lies  on  the  very  edge  of 
the  ^ep  rocky  cliffs,  and  affords  an  extensive  view 
over  the  plain.  But  though  standing  in  a  command- 
ing position,  it  is  itself  commanded  by  a  small  emi- 
nence a  few  hundred  yards  eastward,  where  there 
was  once  a  large  quadrangular  structure,  now  in 
ruins. 

The  castle,  which  at  the  time  of  our  visit  was  the 
chief  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks  for  over- 
awing the  mountaineers,  contained  a  garrison  of  four 
hundred  soldiers.  It  has  only  one  bastion  with  three 
guns,  at  the  southern  comer,  and  was  found  by  Mr. 
Overweg  to  be  2150  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
The  high  cliffs  inclosing  the  valley  are  most  beautifully 
and  regularly  stratified  in  layers  of  gypsum  and  lime- 
stone ;  and  a  man  may  walk  almost  round  the  whole 
circumference  of  the  ravine  on  the  same  layer  of  the 
latter  stone,  which  has  been  left  bare,  —  the  gypsum, 
of  frailer  texture,  having  been  carried  away  by  the 
torrents  of  rain  which  rush  violently  down  the  steep 
descent.  From  the  little  eminence  above  mentioned, 
there  is  a  commanding  view  over  the  valleys  and  the 
high  plain  towards  the  south. 

After  our  tent  had  been  pitched,  we  received  a 
visit  from  Hdj  Rashid,  the  Eaimakdm  or  governor, 
who  is  reckoned  the  second  person  in  the  Bashalik, 
and  has  the  whole  district  from  Zowdra  as  far  as 
Ghaddmes  towards  the  S.W,,  and  the  Tarh6na  to- 
wards the  S.E.,  under  his  military  command.  His 
salary  is  4600  mahhbdbs  annually,  or  about  720/.     He 
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tod  previously  been  Basha  of  Adana,  in  Cilicia ;  and 
we   indulged,   to  our  mutual  gratification,  in 'remi- 
niscences of  Asia  Minor. 
s*turday,  Early  in   the   morning   I  walked  to  a 

February  9th.  higher  emincuce  at  some  distance  east- 
ward from  the  castle,  which  had  attracted  my  atten- 
tion the  day  before.  This  conspicuous  hill  also  was 
formerly  crowned  with  a  tower  or  small  castle ;  but 
nothing  but  a  solitary  rustic  dwelling  now  enlivens 
the  solitude.  The  view  was  very  extensive,  but  the 
strong  wind  did  not  allow  of  exact  compass  observa- 
tions. While  my  companion  remained  near  the  castle, 
^engaged  in  his  geological  researches,  I  agreed  with 
our  shoush  and  a  Zintani  lad  whom  I  accidentally 
^net  here,  and  who  on  our  journey  to  Fezzdn  proved 
very  useful,  to  undertake  a  longer  excursion  towards 
the  west,  in  order  to  see  something  more  of  this 
interesting  and  diversified  slope  of  the  plateau.  . 

I  was  anxious  to  visit  a  place  called  Ta-gherbiist, 
situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  castle,  along  the  slope 
of  a  ravine  which  runs  westward  into  the  valley ;  ac- 
cordingly, on  leaving  the  site  of  our  encampment,  we 
deviated  at  first  a  little  northwards.  Ta-gherbiist  is 
said  to  have  been  a  rich  and  important  place  in  former 
times.  Some  of  its  inhabitants  possessed  as  many 
as  ten  slaves ;  but  at  present  it  is  a  heap  of  ruins,  with 
scarcely  twenty-five  inhabited  houses.  From  hence, 
turning  southward,  we  descended  gradually  along  the 
steep  slope,  while  above  our  heads  the  cliffs  rose  in 
picturesque  majesty,  beautifully  adorned  by  scattered 
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date-trees,  which,  at  every  level  spot,  sprung  forth 
from  the  rocky  ground,  and  gave  to  the  whole  scene 
a  very  charming  character.  A  fountain  which  gushed 
out  from  a  cavern  on  a  little  terrace  at  the  foot  of 
the  precipice,  and  fed  a  handsome  group  of  date-trees, 
was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  objects  that  can  be 
imagined. 


The  Turks,  two  years  ago,  made  a  small  path  lead- 
ing directly  down  from  the  castle  to  this  fountain, 
which  supplies  them  with  water.  After  sketching 
this  beautiful  spot  while  the  animals  were  watering, 
we  followed  a  more  gradual  descent  into  the  valley 
of  el  Ghasds,  which  here  with  a  rough  level  widens 
to  a  plain,  while  its  upper  or  southern  part,  called 
Wadi    Rumiye,    forms  a   very   narrow    and    pictu- 
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resque  ravine.  We  then  continued  our  march  in  a 
westerly  direction,  having  on  our  right  the  plain  ex- 
tending, with  slight  undulations,  towards  the  sea,  and 
on  our  left  the  majestic  offshoots  of  the  plateau  jutting 
into  the  plain  like  vast  promontories,  with  a  general 
elevation  of  two  thousand  feet.  This  grand  feature 
is  evidently  due  td  the  waters  which,  in  ancient  times, 
must  have  rushed  down  the  slope  of  the  plateau  in 
mighty  streams.  At  present,  the  chief  character  of 
the  country  is  aridity.  On  asking  my  guide  whether 
great  torrents  are  not  still  occasionally  formed  along 
those  ravines  strong  enough  to  reach  the  sea,  he 
replied,  that  once  only  —  forty-four  years  ago  —  such 
a  torrent  was  formed,  which,  passing  by  Zenziir,  gave 
a  red  colour  to  the  sea  as  far  as  the  Island  of  Jirbi. 
He  also  informed  me  that,  in  general,  all  the  waters 
from  the  ridge  joined  the  Wadi  Haera.* 

On  our  left,  in  the  valley  Khalaifa,  a  group  of  date- 
trees,  fed  by  an  abundant  spring  called  *Ain  el  Wua- 
niye,  forms  a  conspicuous  and  interesting  object; 
while,  in  general,  these  valleys  or  ravines  exhibit, 
besides  small  brushwood,  only  trees  of  the  siddre, 
( Rhamnus  nabeca),  jdri,  and  batiim  tribe.  The  batiim- 
tree   {Pistacia  Atlantica)  produces  the  fruit  called 


•  I  can  scarcely  believe  this  to  be  correct ;  for  all  the  water 
descending  from  the  Jebel  Yefren  evidently  joins  the  little  wadi 
which  runs  on  the  east  side  of  Zowdra  (Zow4ra  el  Gharbiye).  I 
am  sure  that  he  spoke  of  the  torrents  descending  from  the  Ghuridn, 
which,  without  doubt,  join  the  Wadi  Haera,  and,  if  very  exuberant, 
will  reach  the  sea  at  Zenziir. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


t , 


-,   .v..      ■  i 


/  .  V  ..  -  ^!'    I.     ' 


;..,    V       '  .         .-.'..''"■:   1-. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Chaf.  n.  WADi  wela'd  *ali'.  29 

gatdfy  which  is  used  by  the  Arabs  for  a  great  variety 
of  purposes.  Small  brushwood  or  gandul,  also,  and 
various  sort  of  herbage,  such  as  seb6t,  shedide,  and 
shade,  enliven  the  ground. 

As  we  advanced,  we  changed  our  direction  gradu- 
ally to  the  south-west,  and  entered  the  mountainous 
region.  On  our  right  there  extended  far  into  the 
plain  a  steep  narrow  promontory,  which  had  served 
as  a  natural  fortress  to  the  mountaineers  in  the  last 
war  with  the  Turks ;  but  no  water  being  found  near 
it,  its  occupants  were  soon  reduced  to  extremities. 
Having  gone  round  the  last  promontory  on  our  left, 
we  entered  the  picturesque  valley  "  WeUd  *Ali,"  once 
adorned  with  orchards  and  groves  of  date-trees,  but 
at  present  reduced  to  a  desolate  wilderness,  only  a 
few  neglected  fig-trees  and  scattered  palms  still  re- 
maining to  prove  how  different  the  condition  of  this 
spot  might  be.  After  we  had  commenced  our  ascent 
along  the  side  of  the  ravine,  in  order  to  return  upon 
the  level  of  the  plateau,  we  made  a  short  halt  near  a 
cluster  of  about  eighty  date-trees,  where  I  made  the 
sketch  of  the  accompanying  view.  But  the  ascent 
became  extremely  steep,  especially  near  the  middle  of 
the  slope,  where  the  water,  rushing  down  in  cascades, 
has  laid  bare  the  limestone  rock,  and  formed  a  sort  of 
terrace.  Here,  on  the  east  side  of  the  cascade,  is  a 
spring  in  a  well,  called  *Ain  el  Gatdr  mta  WelAd  *Ali. 
On  both  of  the  summits  overlooking  the  slope  are  two 
villages  of  the  Riaina,  the  eastern  one  a  little  larger 
than  the  other,  but  at  present  not  containing  more 
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than  about  thirty  stone-built  cottages.  In  both  we 
tried  in  vain  to  buy  a  little  barley  for  our  cattle,  as 
we  knew  not  whether,  at  our  halting-place  for  the 
night,  we  might  be  able  to  obtain  any ;  but  we 
got  plenty  of  dried  figs  for  ourselves.  This  slope, 
with  its  ravines  and  valleys,  might  certainly  pro-, 
duce  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  fruit ;  and  in 
this  respect  it  resembles  in  character  that  of  the  so- 
called  Kabylia  in  Algiers.  The  rearing  of  fruit-trees 
seems  to  be  a  favourite  occupation  of  the  Berber  race, 
even  in  the  more  favoured  spots  of  the  Great  Desert. 
Continuing  our  march  on  the  summit  of  the  plateau, 
we  reached  the  village  Kasr  Shellii^  which  exhibited 
fiir  greater  opulence,  as  it  had  escaped  being  ran-, 
sacked  by  the  Turks  in  the  last  war.  Most  probably 
in  consequence  of  this  circumstance,  its  inhabitants 
are  more  hospitably  disposed  than  those  of  Riaina: 
but  the  cave  or  cellar  in  which  they  wanted  to  lodge 
me,  had  nothing  very  attractive  for  a  night's  quar- 
ters, so  that  I  urged  my  two  companions  onward. 
Having  continued  our  south-westerly  direction  for 
awhile,  and  passed  another  village,  we  thought  it 
safer  to  turn  our  steps  eastwards,  and  took  the  direc- 
tion of  the  zawfya  or  convent  situated  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  promontory ;  but  when  we  reached  it,  just 
after  dusk,  the  masters  or  teachers  of  the  young 
men,  who  are  sent  to  this  holy  place  for  education, 
refused  to  admit  us  for  the  night,  so  that  we  were 
obliged  to  go  on  and  try  to  reach  one  of  the  five 
villages  of  Ehalaifa.     At  length,  after  a  very  difficult 
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descent  down  the  steep  rocky  slope  in  the  dark,  we 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  principal  village,  and,  after 
some  negotiation,  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  the 
Kaid  Bel  K&sem,  who  is  chief  of  the  Khalaife  as  well 
as  of  the  Wuerje,  we  at  length  obtained  admission, 
and  even  something  to  eat,  my  companions  (rather 
against  my  will)  representing  me  as  a  Turk. 

Our  route  on  leaving  the  village  was  Sunday, 
very  pleasant,  winding  round  the  sloping  ^•*>™»^  i^*- 
sides  of  several  ravines,  among  which  that  formed  by 
the  rivulet  Wuanfye,  and  adorned  with  date-trees, 
was  the  most  beautiful.  Ascending  gradually,  we 
reached  again  the  level  of  the  plateau,  and  obtained 
an  extensive  prospect,  with  the  remarkable  monu- 
ment Ensh6d  e'  SufSt  as  a  conspicuous  and  attrac- 
tive landmark  in  the  distance.  The  elevated  level 
had  a  slight  undulation,  and  was  clothed  with  halfa 
(Cynosuncs  durus)  and  gedim.  However,  we  did  not 
long  continue  on  it,  but  descended  into  the  well-irri- 
gated  valley  Rumiye,  which  is  extremely  fertile, 
but  also  extremely  unhealthy,  and  notorious  for  its 
fevers.  The  beauty  of  the  scenery,  enlivened  as  it 
is  by  a  considerable  torrent  foaming  along  the  ravine, 
and  feeding  luxuriant  clusters  of  palm,  pomegranate, 
fig,  and  apricot  trees,  surpassed  my  expectation. 

Having  kept  awhile  along  this  picturesque  ravine, 
we  ascended  its  eastern  side,  and  then  followed  the 
very  edge  of  the  steep,  directly  for  the  castle ;  but 
before  reaching  our  tent  we  were  obliged  to  cross  a 
deep  branch  of  the  ravine.      There  was  some  little 
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activity  to-day  about  the  castle,  it  being  the  market- 
day  ;  but  the  market  was  really  miserable,  and  the 
Turkish  troops,  exercising  outside  the  castle,  could  ill 
supply  the  want  of  national  welfare  and  prosperity. 
If  a  just  and  humane  treatment  were  guaranteed  to 
these  tribes,  even  under  a  foreign  rule,  the  country 
might  still  enjoy  plenty  and  happiness.  Most  of  the 
tribes  westward  from  the  Riaina — namely,  the  Zintdn, 
.who  formerly  were  very  powerful,  and  even  at  present 
hold  some  possessions  as  far  as  Fezzdn,  the  Rujbdn, 
the  Fissdtu,  the  Weldd  Shebel,  the  Selemdt,  the 
Arhebdt,  the  Hardba,  the  G^nafid,  the  Kabdw,  and 
the  Naldt,  belong  to  the  Berber  race*  With  regard 
to  the  westernmost  of  these  tribes,  M.  Prax  on  his 
way  to  Tuggiirt,  has  obtained  some  new  informa- 
tion. 

After  a  friendly  parting  from  the  Kaimakdm,  we 
broke  up  our  encampment  near  the  kasr,  in  the  after- 
noon, in  order  to  continue  our  tour  eastward  along 
the  varied  border  of  the  plateau,  under  the  guidance 
of  a  faithful  black  servant  of  the  governor,  whose 
name  was  Barka.  Having  passed  several  smaller 
villages,  we  reached  Um  e'  Zerzdn,  a  considerable 
village,  situated  on  a  round  hill  in  the  midst  of  a 
valley,  ornamented  with  fine  olive-trees,  and  sur- 
iTounded  by  fine  orchards.  Um  e'  Zerzdn  is  well 
known  among  the  mountaineers  as  a  centre  of  re- 
bellion. The  whole  neighbourhood  is  full  of  remi- 
niscences of  the  late  war,  and  about  two  miles  in  the 
rear  of  the  village  are  the  remains  of  strong  walls 
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called  el  Mataris,  behind  which  the  Arabs  made  some 
stand  against  the  Turks.  Having  passed  a  solitary 
rustic  dwelling  surrounded  with  a  thriving  olive- 
plantation,  we  reached  the  ruins  of  a  castle  or  village 
from  which  the  Roman  sepulchre,  known  among  the 
Arabs  by  the  name  Ensh^d  e'  Suf^t,  burst  suddenly 
upon  our  view. 

After  an  extremely  cold  night  on  this  nondav 
high  rocky  ground,  the  thermometer  in  f«»»"»*^  ^ith. 
the  morning  indicating  only  5*^  above  freezing-point, 
with  the  dawn  of  day  I  mounted  the  hill  opposite 
to  the  monument,  commanding  an  extensive  view.* 
It  was  a  level  tableland,  uninterrupted  by  any  higher 
eminence;  but  the  landscape  seemed  to  me  highly 
characteristic,  and  I  made  a  sketch  of  it. 

Upon  this  hill  there  was  formerly  a  castle  built  of 
hewn  stone.  The  foundation- walls,  which  are  still 
traceable,  show  that  it  faced  the  east,  the  eastern 
and  the  western  sides  measuring  each  57  ft.  8  in.,  the 
northern  and  southern,  not  more  than  64  ft.  On  the 
eastern  side  there  was  a  strong  outwork  protecting 
the  gate,  and  measuring  16  ft.  11  in.  on  the  north 
and  south  sides,  and  12  ft.  1  in.  on  the  east  side,  where 
there  was  a  large  gate  9  ft.  1  in.  wide.  This  outwork 
juts  off  from  the  castle  at  17  ft.  6  in.  from  the  south 
corner.  It  was  evidently  a  Roman  castle ;  but  after  the 
dominion  of  the  Romans  and  Byzantines  had  passed 

♦  Mr.  Overweg,  who  made  a  hypsometrical  observation  bj  boil- 
ing water,  found  the  elevation  of  this  spot  just  the  same  as  that 
of  Mount  Tekiit,  viz.  2800  feet. 
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away,  the  Berbers  appear  to  have  strengthened   it 
by  adding  another  outwork  on  the  west  side,  not, 


however,  in  the  same  grand  style  as  the  Romans, 
but  with  small  irregular  stones,  putting  bastions  to 
the  comers,  and  surrounding  the  whole  castle  with 
considerable  outworks  on  the  slope  of  the  hill. 

The  Roman  castle  has  been  swept  away ;  but  the 
Roman  sepulchre  is  still  preserved,  with  almost  all 
its  architectural  finery,  and  is  still  regarded  by  the 
surrounding  tribes  with  a  certain  awe  and  reverence.* 

*  In  £1  Bekri's  time  (11  th  century)  all  these  Roman  monu- 
ments hereabout  were  still  the  objects  of  adoration.  '*  De  nos 
jours  encore,  toutes  les  tribus  berb^res  qui  habitent  aux  environs 
ofiVent  ^  cette  idole  des  sacrifices,  lui  adressent  des  pri^res  pour 
obtenir  la  gu^rison  de  leurs  maladies,  et  lui  attribuent  I'accroisse- 
ment  de  leurs  richesses.*' — Notices  et  £xtraits,  vol.  xii.  p.  458. 
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It  was  most  probably  the  sepulchre  of  a  Roman  com- 
mander of  the  castle  in  the  time  of  the  Antonines ; 
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hence,  in  my  opinion,  the  name  Suf(St,  by  which  the 
natives  have  distinguished  it.  It  is  certainly  not 
a  Punic  monument,  though  it  is  well  known  that  the 
Punic  language  was  generally  spoken  in  several  towns 
of  this  region  much  later  than  the  second  century 
after  Christ.  The  style  of  its  architecture  testifies 
that  it  belongs  to  the  second  century;  but  no  inscrip- 
tion remains  to  tell  its  story. 

This  interesting  monument  is  situated  on  an  emi- 
nence a  little  less  elevated  than  that  on  which  the 
castle  is  built,  and  south-westward  from  it.  Its 
whole  height  is  about  36  ft.  The  base  or  pedestal 
measures  16  ft.  8^  in.  on  the  W.  and  E.,  and  16  ft. 
N.  and  S.  Its  elevation  varies  greatly  from  E.  to  W., 
on  account  of  the  sloping  ground,  the  eastern  side 
measuring  3  ft.  2  in.,  the  western  5  ft.  7  in.  In  the 
interior  of  this  base  is  the  sepulchral  chamber,  mea- 
suring 7  ft.  1  in.  from  N.  to  S.,  and  6  ft.  6  in.  from  E. 
to  W.,  and  remarkable  for  the  peculiar  construction  of 
the  roof.    Upon  this  lowest  part  of  the  base 


I 


rises  a  second  one  15  ft.  9  in.  W.  and  E., 
14  ft.  3|  in.  N.  and  S.,  and  2  ft.  1  in.  high; 
and  on  this  a  third  one,  measuring  14  ft. 
7|  in.  W.  and  E.,  13  ft.  10^  in.  N.  and  S.,  and  1  ft. 
7  in.  in  height.  Upon  this  base  rose  the  principal 
part  of  the  monument,  13  ft.  7  in.  high,  and  measuring 
at  its  foot  13  ft.  11^  in.  W.  and  E.,  decorated  at  the 
comers  with  pilasters,  the  feet  of  which  measure  1  ft. 
1|  in.,  and  the  shaft  9|  in.  The  moulding  is  hand- 
somely decorated.  Upon  this  principal  body  of  the 
monument  is  constructed  the  upper  story,  about  10 
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feet  high,  decorated  with  pilasters  of  the  Corinthian 
order.  On  the  south  and  west  sides  the  walls  are 
plain ;  but  on  the  east  side  they  are  ornamented  with 
a  bow  window  enclosed  with  pilasters  of  the  same 
order,  and  on  the  north  side  with  a  plain  window 
running  up  the  whole  height  of  the  body.  Inside  of 
this  chamber  stood,  probably,  the  statue  of  the  person 
in  whose  honour  the  monument  was  erected.  The 
upper  compartment  has  a  plain  moulding  about  four 
feet  high,  and  surmounted  by  a  cornice. 

The  material  of  this  interesting  monument  is  a 
very  fine  limestone,  which  under  the  influence  of  the 
atmosphere  has  received  a  vivid  brownish  colour, 
almost  like  that  of  travertine.  It  was  taken  from  a 
quarry,  which  extends  all  round  the  monument,  and 
is  full  of  caverns  now  used  by  shepherds  as  resting- 
places  when  they  tend  their  flocks  hereabouts. 

Our  camels  had  already  gone  on  some  time  before 
we  parted  from  this  solitary  memorial  of  Roman 
greatness ;  and  after  a  little  distance  we  passed  the 
ruins  of  another  Roman  fort  called  Hanshir  Hdmed. 
The  country  hereabouts,  forming  a  sort  of  bowl  or 
hollow,  and  absorbing  a  great  deal  of  moisture,  is 
very  fertile,  and  is  also  tolerably  well  cultivated ;  but 
after  a  while  it  becomes  stony.  Having  here  passed 
a  village,  we  reached  a  beautiful  little  valley,  the 
head  of  the  Wadi  Sheikh,  which  is  irrigated  by  two 
springs,  that  feed  a  splendid  little  orchard  with  all 
sorts  of  fruit.  Here  lies  Sw^dna,  a  considerable  vil- 
lage spreading  over  the  whole  eminence,  and  known 
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on  account  of  the  murder  of  Mohammed  Efendi.  As 
the  valley  divides  into  two  branches,  wc  followed  the 
main  wadi,  and  afterwards  crossed  it,  where  it 
formed  a  pretty  brook  of  running  water.  We  then 
wound  along  a  narrow  valley  overgrown  with  halfa 
and  sidr,  and,  changing  our  direction,  took  the  road 
to  Eikla.  The  valley  soon  became  decked  with 
olives,  which  gradually  formed  a  fine  plantation. 
This  is  the  chief  branch  of  industry  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, the  ground  being  rather  stony,  and  not  so  fit 
for  grain.  The  district  of  Kikla  contains  numerous 
villages,  all  of  which  suffered  much  from  the  last 
war,  when  a  great  number  of  people  were  slaugh- 
tered, and  their  dwellings  ransacked,  by  the  Turks.* 
Several  of  these  villages  lay  in  small  hollows,  or  on 
the  slope  of  ravines,  and  exhibited  rather  a  melan- 
choly appearance.  After  some  delay,  we  resumed 
our  easterly  direction  towards  Rabda,  and  soon  came 
to  the  spot  where  the  elevated  ground  descends 
abruptly  into  the  deep  and  broad  valley  called  Wadi 
Rabda,  over  which  we  obtained  an  interesting  view. 
To  the  left  the  slope  broke  into  a  variety  of  cones 
and  small  mounts,  among  which  the  Tarh6na — "  the 
mill,"  so  called  from  a  mill  that  stood  formerly  on 
its  summit  —  is  remarkable  for  its  handsome  shape ; 

♦  These  villages  are  as  follows :  — B<i- Jafet,  Amsir,  Welad 
Bu-Siri,  El  Abaiydt,  Weldd  Musa,  Welad  Naam,  Welad  'Amrdn, 
Ghurfa,  Welad  Si-Ammer,  El  Khodhur,  Nsu/fakbdn,  Welad  Said, 
Gujila  (consisting  of  four  separate  villages),  Jenduba,  Weldd  Bu- 
Musi,  Msaida,  El  Fratsa,  Sheh&h,  Negur,  and  El  Makhrug. 
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while  in  front  of  us  rose  an  almost  perpendicular  cliflF. 
of  limestone,  on  a  turn  of  which,  in  a  very  com- 
inanding  position,  lies  the  village  J^fet,  enclosed, 
and  naturally  defended  on  every  side  by  a  deep  ra- 
vine. Here  we  commenced  our  descent,  which  took 
us  a  whole  hour;  on  the  middle  of  the  slope  we 
passed  a  kiln  for  preparing  gypsum.  At  length  we 
reached  the  side  valley,  which  joins  the  main  wadi 
on  the  west.  It  was  ornamented  with  a  few  soli- 
tary date-trees,  aod  the  beautifully  shaped  slopes 
and  cones  of  the  Tarh6na  were  just  illuminated  by 
a  striking  variety  of  light  and  shade.  The  soil,  a 
fertile  marl,  remained  uncultivated.  Gradually  we 
entered  the  main  valley,  a  grand  chasm  of  about  two 
miles  in  width,  which  has  been  formed  by  the  mighty 
rushing  of  the  waters  down  *  the  slope  of  the  pla- 
teau. In  its  upper  part  it  is  called  Wadi  K^rdemin, 
in  its  lower  part  Wadi  Sert.  The  industry  of  man 
might  convert  it  into  a  beautiful  spot ;  but  at  present 
it  is  a  desolate  waste,  the  monotonous  halfa  being  the 
only  clothing  of  the  ground. 

The  eastern  border  presents  a  perpendicular  rocky 
cliflF  about  1500  feet  high,  on  the  brink  of  which  lies 
the  village  Misga.  The  western  border  consists  of 
a  cluster  of  detached  mounts  and  rocks.  Among 
these  a  black  cone,  which  attracted  Mr.  Overweg's 
attention,   was  found   on   examination   to  be   pure 

*  Compare  what  Captain  Lyon  narrates  with  regard  to  tbe 
valley  of  Beniulid,  p.  61.  of  his  Narrative. 
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basalt,  with  certain  indications  of  former  volcanic 
action.  From  beyond  this  remarkable  cone,  a  mount 
was  visible  crowned  with  a  castle.  As  we  proceeded, 
the  valley  became  enlivened  by  two  small  Arab  en- 
campments. Here  we  gradually  obtained  a  view  of 
the  date-grove  of  Rabda,  which,  from  the  foot  of  the 
steep  eastern  cliffs,  slopes  down  into  the  bottom  of 
the  valley,  and  is  overtopped,  in  the  distance,  by 
the  handsome  bifurcated  Mount  Manterds.  But 
Rabda  was  too  far  off  to  be  reached  before  sunset ; 
and  we  encamped  in  the  wadi,  near  a  group  of  five 
tents  inhabited  by  Lasdba  or  el  Asdba  Arabs,  whose 
chief  paid  us  a  visit  and  treated  us  with  bazin,  but 
declined  tasting  our  coffee,  probably  thinking,  with 
his  fellow  chief  the  other  day,  that  we  were  in  the 
service  of  the  Turks,  and  wanted  to  poison  him.  All 
the  people  of  these  regions  regard  strangers  with 
suspicion. 

Tuesday,  Soou  after  we  had  started  we  entered 

February  12th.  ^^^  cultivated  grouud,— the  first  trace  of 
industry  we  had  seen  in  this  spacious  valley.  The 
eastern  cliffs  formed  here  a  wide  chasm,  through 
which  a  lateral  valley  joined  the  Wadi  Sert.  On  the 
southern  slope  of  this  valley  lies  the  Kasr  Lasdba, 
from  which  a  torrent  that  came  forth  from  it,  and 
crossed  our  route,  presented  a  refreshing  spectacle. 
Emerging  gradually  from  the  valley,  we  obtained 
an  extensive  view  over  the  plain  called  el  Gatis. 
Westward,  as  far  as  the  well  called  Bir  el  Ghdnem, 
little  was  to  be  seen  which  could  gladden  the  eye 
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of  the  husbandman.  Towards  the  north-east  the 
level  is  broken  by  a  small  range  of  hills,  the  cul- 
minating points  of  which,  called  el  Guledt  and 
Mamiira,  rise  to  a  great  elevation.  Beyond  this 
range  the  plain  is  called  Shef^na,  the  country  of  the 
Ur-shefdna. 

At  nine  o'clock  we  reached  the  fine  date-grove  of 
the  westernmost  village  of  Rabda.  It  is  fed  by  a 
copious  spring,  which  arrested  our  attention.  Fol- 
lowing it  up  to  trace  its  source,  we  were  greatly  sur- 
prised to  find,  in  the  heart  of  some  date-trees,  a  basin 
fifty  feet  in  length,  and  about  thirty  in  breadth,  in 
which  the  water  was  continually  bubbling  up  and 
sending  forth  a  considerable  stream  to  spread  life 
and  cheerfulness  around.  The  water  gushed  up  at 
a  temperature  of  72°  Fahrenheit,  while  that  of  the 
air  was  only  52°.  Besides  dates,  a  large  quantity  of 
onions  is  produced  in  this  fertile  spot.  The  village 
itself  was  in  former  times  the  residence  of  Hamid,  a 
powerful  Arab  chieftain,  who  at  one  time  ruled  the 
whole  mountainous  district,  but  was  obliged  to  yield 
to  the  Turks,  and  lives  at  present  about  Beni-TJlid, 
where  I  had  to  deal  with  him  on  my  home-journey 
in  1855. 

The  groves  of  the  two  villages  of  Rabda  are  not 
far  apart.  Oh  the  north-eastern  side  of  the  village 
are  seven  holy  chapels  called  el  Hararat.  The 
eastern  village  lies  upon  a  hill,  over  a  hollow,  in 
which  spreads  a  date-grove,  likewise  fed  by  a  spring 
called  'Ain  Rabda  e'  sherkiyeh.     On  crossing  a  brook 
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we  obtained  a  view  of  the  Jebel  Sheh^h,  which, 
attached  to  the  Tah6na,  stretches  a  long  way  west- 
ward, and  even  el  Gunna  was  seen  faintly  in  the 
distance.  Thus  we  approached  gradually  the  inte- 
resting bicorn  of  the  dark-coloured  Jebel  Manterds, 
which  we  were  bent  on  ascending.  Alighting  at  the 
foot  of  the  mount,  near  the  border  of  a  deep  channel, 
we  sent  the  camels  on,  but  kept  the  shoush  and  our 
guide  back  to  wait  for  us.  It  took  me  twenty-five 
minutes  to  reach  the  eastern  and  higher  summit,  on 
which  there  is  the  tomb  of  a  merdbet,  a  holy  shep- 
herd called  Sidi  Bii-Maza;  but  I  was  disappointed 
in  my  expectation  of  obtaining  a  great  extent  of 
view,  the  cone  of  Mount  Tekiit  and  other  mountains 
intervening.  Towards  the  south  only,  a  p6ep  into 
the  Wadi  el  *Ugla,  bordered  by  high  cliflFs,  slightly 
rewarded  me  for  my  trouble ;  and  the  mount  itself  is 
interesting,  as  it  exhibits  evident  traces  of  volcanic 
action. 

I  had  reached  the  western  lower  cone  in  descend- 
ing, when  I  met  my  companion  in  his  ascent,  and, 
being  anxious  to  overtake  the  camels,  I  started  in 
advance  of  him,  accompanied  by  the  guide,  along  the 
Wadi  el  *Ugla.  But  my  companions  did  not  seem  to 
agree  as  to  the  path  to  be  pursued ;  and  my  guide, 
overlooking  on  the  rocky  ground  the  footsteps  of  the 
camels,  which  had  taken  the  direct  path  to  the  Kasr 
Ghuridn,  wanted  to  take  me  by  the  wadi,  and,  instead 
of  ascending  the  eastern  cliffs  of  the  ravine,  kept 
along  it,  where,  from  being  narrow  and  rocky — the 
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mere  bed  of  a  torrent, — it  widens  to  a  pleasant,  cul- 
tivated, open  valley,  with  rich  marly  soil,  and  adorned 
with  an  olive-grove.  On  a  hill  in  the  centre  lies  the 
first  village  of  the  district  Ghuridn. 

We  had  begun  to  leave  the  principal  valley  by  a 
lateral  opening,  when  the  shoush,  overtaking  us,  led 
us  back  to  the  more  northern  and  more  difficult  but 
shorter  path  which  our  camels  had  taken.  The 
ascent  was  very  steep  indeed ;  and  the  path  then 
wound  along  the  mountain-side  and  across  ravines, 
till  at  length  we  reached  the  olive-grove  which  sur- 
rounds the  Easr  Ghuridn ;  but  in  the  dark  we  had 
some  diflSculty  in  reaching  it,  and  still  more  in  find- 
ing our  companions,  who  at  length,  however,  re- 
joined the  party.  In  order  to  obtain  something  to 
eat,  we  were  obliged  to  pay  our  respects  to  the 
governor;  but  the  Turks  in  the  castle  were  so  sus- 
picious  that  they  would  scarcely  admit  us.  When  at 
last  they  allowed  us  to  slip  through  the  gate  in  single 
file,  they  searched  us  for  arms;  but  the  governor 
having  assured  himself  that  we  had  no  hostile  in- 
tention, and  that  we  were  furnished  with  a  letter 
from  the  basha,  sent  a  servant  to  procure  us  a  lodging 
in  the  homestead  or  housh  of  a  man  called  Ibrahim, 
where  we  pitched  our  tent.  It  was  then  nine  o'clock; 
and  we  felt  quite  disposed  to  enjoy  some  food  and 
repose. 

We  paid  a  visit  to  the  governor,  who,   Wednesday, 
as   well   as   the  aghd,   received   us   with  ^^^''"•^  ^3'^- 
the  civility  usual  with  Turks,  and,  in  order  to  dc 
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US  honour,  ordered  the  garrison,  consisting  of  200 
men,  to  pass  in  review  before  us.  They  were  good- 
looking  men  and  well  conditioned,  though  generally 
rather  young.  He  then  showed  us  the  magazines, 
which  are  always  kept  in  good  order,  for  fear  of  a 
revolt,  but  will  be  of  no  avail  so  long  as  the  com- 
mand rests  with  ignorant  and  unprincipled  men.  It 
is  built  on  a  spur  of  the  tableland,  commanding  on 
the  south  and  south-west  side  the  Wadi  Rummdna 
and  the  highroad  into  the  interior.  Towards  the 
north  the  lower  hilly  ground  intervenes  between  it 
and  Mount  Tekdt. 

Having  returned  to  our  quarters,  we  started  on 
foot  a  little  after  mid-day,  on  an  excursion  to  Mount 
Tekiit,  which,  from  its  elevation  and  its  shape,  ap- 
peared to  us  well  worth  a  visit.  Descending  the 
slope  by  the  "  trik  tobbi,"  a  road  made  by  the 
Turks,  we  reached  the  eastern  foot  of  the  mountain, 
after  an  hour  and  a  halfs  expeditious  march  through 
the  village  Gwdsem,  and  olive-groves,  and  over  a 
number  of  subterranean  dwellings.  My  companion 
went  round  to  the  south  side  in  search  of  an  easier 
ascent.  I  chose  the  cliff  just  above  us,  which,  though 
steep,  indeed,  and  diflScult  on  account  of  scattered 
blocks  and  stones,  was  not  very  high.  Having  once 
climbed  it,  I  had  easier  work,  keeping  along  the 
crest,  which,  winding  upwards  in  a  semicircle,  gra- 
dually led  to  the  highest  point  of  the  mountain,  on 
the  north  side,  with  an  absolute  elevation  of  about 
2800  feet.     On  the  top  are  the  ruins  of  a  chapel  of 
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Si  Ramadhdn,  which,  I  think,  is  very  rarely  visited. 
The  crest,  which  has  fallen  in  on  the  S.  E.  side, 
encloses  a  perfectly  circular  little  plain,  resembling 
an  amphitheatre,  and  called  Shabet  Tekdt.  The 
mount  appears  evidently  to  have  been  an  active  vol- 
cano in  former  times,  yet  my  companion  declared  the 
rock  not  to  be  pure  basalt.  The  view  was  very  ex- 
tensive, and  I  was  able  to  take  the  angles  of  several 
conspicuous  points.  After  we  had  satisfied  our  curi- 
osity, we  descended  along  the  northern  slope,  which 
is  much  more  gradual,  being  even  practicable  for 
horses,  and  left  the  "  Shabet "  by  the  natural  open- 
ing. Thence  we  returned  along  the  path  called  Urn 
e'  Nekh^l,  which  passes  by  the  Roman  sepulchre  de- 
scribed by  Lyon  in  general  terms*,  and  situated  in  a 
very  conspicuous  position. 

Accompanied  by  the  shoush,  I  made  an  xhanday. 
excursion  in  a  south-westerly  direction.  ^<*>^'»*^  ^^^ 
The  villages,  at  least  those  above  the  ground,  are 
generally  in  a  wretched  condition  and  half  deserted ; 
still  the  country  is  in  a  tolerable  state  of  cultivation, 
saffron  and  olive-trees  being  the  two  staple  articles 
of  industry.  Passing  the  little  subterranean  village 
of  Shuediya,  we  reached  the  Kasr  Teghrinna,  origi- 
nally a  Berber  settlement,  as  its  name  testifies,  with 
a  strong  position  on  a  perfectly  detached  hill.  At 
present  the  kasr,  or  the  village  on  the  hill-top,  is 
little  more  than  a  heap  of  ruins,  inhabited  only  by  a 

♦  Lyon's  Narrative,  p.  30. 
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few  families.  At  the  northern  foot  of  the  hill  a 
small  village  has  recently  been  formed,  called  Menzel 
Teghrinna.  On  the  west  and  east  sides  the  hiU  is 
encompassed  by  a  valley  with  a  fine  olive-grove,  be- 
yond which  the  Wadi  el  Arba  stretches  westwards ; 
and  it  was  by  this  round-about  way  that  my  guide 
had  intended  to  take  me  from  Wadi  el  *Ugla  to  Kasr 
Ghurian.  Protected  by  the  walls,  I  was  able  to  take 
a  few  angles ;  but  the  strong  wind  which  prevailed 
soon  made  me  desist. 

From  this  spot  I  went  to  the  villages  called  Ksiir 
Gamiidi.  These  once  fonned  likewise  a  strong  place, 
but  were  entirely  destroyed  in  the  last  war,  since 
which  a  new  village  has  arisen  at  the  foot  of  the 
rocky  eminence.  A  few  date-trees  grow  at  the  N. 
foot  of  the  hill,  while  it  is  well  known,  that  the  palm 
is  rare  in  the  Ghuridn.  As  I  was  taking  angles 
from  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  inhabitants  of  the  \allage 
joined  me,  and  manifested  a  friendly  disposition,  fur- 
nishing me  readily  with  any  information,  but  giving 
full  vent  to  their  hatred  of  the  Turks.  As  the  most 
remarkable  ruins  of  the  time  of  the  Jahaliyeh — or 
the  pagans,  as  the  occupants  of  the  country  before 
the  time  of  Mohammed  are  called, — they  mentioned 
to  me,  besides  Ghirze,  a  tower  or  sepulchre  called 
Metulje,  about  two  days'  journey  S.E. ;  Beluwdr, 
another  tower-like  monument  at  less  distance;  and 
in  a  S.W.  direction  *Amiid,  a  round  edifice  which  has 
not  yet  been  visited  by  any  European. 

The  valley  at  the  foot  of  the  Ksdr  Gamiidi  is  watered 
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by  several  abundant  springs,  which  once  supplied 
nourishment  for  a  great  variety  of  vegetables ;  but 
the  kitchen-gardens  and  orchards  are  at  present  neg- 
lected, and  corn  alone  is  now  cultivated  as  the  most 
necessary  want.  The  uppermost  of  these  springs, 
which  are  stated  to  be  six  in  number,  is  called  Sma 
Rhain — not  an  Arabic  name.  Beyond,  towards  the 
south,  is  Jeh^sha,  further  eastward  Usdden,  men- 
tioned by  Lyon,  with  a  chapel,  G^ba  with  a  chapel, 
apd,  going  round  towards  the  north,  Shetdn,  and 
further  on  M^ufin.  The  country  beyond  EuMba,  a 
village  forming  the  southern  border  of  the  Ghuridn, 
is  called  Ghaddma,  a  name  evidently  connected  with 
that  of  Ghaddmes,  though  we  know  the  latter  to  be 
at  least  of  two  thousand  years*  standing. 

Continuing  our  march  through  the  valley  N.E., 
and  passing  the  village  Bii-Mdt  and  the  ruined  old 
places  called  Hanshir  Metelili  and  Hanshir  Jamiim*, 
we  reached  the  ruins  of  another  old  place  called 
Hanshir  SettAra,  in  the  c^itre  of  the  olive-grove. 
The  houses,  which  in  general  are  built  of  small 
irregular  stones,  present  a  remarkable  contrast  to 
a  pair  of  immense  slabs,  above  ten  feet  long  and 
regularly  hewn,  standing  upright,  which  I  at  first 
supposed  to  be  remnants  of  a  large  building ;  but 
having  since  had  a  better  opportunity  of  studying 
this  subject,  I  concluded  that  they  were  erected,  like 


•  I  will  only  mention,  that  the  name  "  Hanshtr  "  is  evidently  the 
same  word  with  the  *^  Hazeroth  "  of  the  Hebrew  wanderers. 
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the  cromlechs,  for  some  religious  purpose.  On  the 
road  back  to  our  encampment,  the  inhabitants  of 
Garaiidi,  who  were  unwilling  to  part  company  with 
me,  gave  vent  to  their  hatred  against  the  Turks  in 
a  singular  way.  While  passing  a  number  of  saffron- 
plantations,  which  I  said  proved  the  productiveness  of 
their  country,  they  maintained  that  the  present  pro- 
duction of  saffron  is  as  nothing  compared  to  what  it 
was  before  the  country  came  into  the  impious  hands 
of  the  Osmanlis.  In  former  times,  they  said,  several 
stems  usually  shot  forth  from  the  same  root,  whereas 
now  scarcely  a  single  sample  can  be  found  with 
more  than  one  stalk, — a  natural  consequence  of  the 
contamination  or  pollution  (nejes)  of  the  Turks, 
whose  predominance  had  caused  even  the  laws  of 
nature  to  deteriorate.  In  order  to  prove  the  truth 
of  this,  they  went  about  the  fields  and  succeeded  in 
finding  only  a  single  specimen  with  several  stems 
issuing  from  the  same  root. 

Passing  the  subterranean  villages  of  Suayeh  and 
U'shen,  and  further  on  that  called  Housh  el  Yehiid, 
which,  as  its  name  indicates,  is  entirely  inhabited  by 
Jews,  we  reached  our  encampment  in  the  housh  of 
Ibrahim.  The  subterranean  dwellings  which  have 
been  described  by  Captain  Lyon  *,  seem  to  me  to  have 
originated  principally  with  the  Jews,  who,  from  time 
immemorial,  had  become  intimately  connected  with 

*  The  name  of  this  part  of  the  mountains  has,  I  think,  heen 
erroneously  brought    into   connexion   with   these    caves.      For, 

from  the  word  ghdr,  "^  ]^ ,  the  regular  and  only  plural  'brm  besides 
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the  Berbers,  many  of  the  Berber  tribes  having  adopted 
the  Jewish  creed ;  and  just  in  the  same  way  as  they 
are  found  mingling  with  the  Berbers  in  these  regions 
—  for  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  Ghurian  belong 
entirely  to  the  Berber  race  —  on  friendly  terms,  so 
are  they  found  also  in  the  recesses  of  the  Atlas  in 
Morocco. 

I  then  went  to  see  the  market,  which  is  held  every 
Thursday  on  the  open  ground  at  the  east  side  of 
the  castle,  close  to  the  northern  edge  of  the  ridge. 
Though  much  better  supplied  than  that  near  Kasr 
Jebel,  it  was  yet  extremely  poor;  only  a  single  camel 
was  offered  for  sale.  This  results  from  the  mistrust 
of  the  inhabitants,  who,  in  bringing  their  produce  to 
the  great  market  at  Tripoli,  are  less  exposed  to  vexa- 
ations  than  here.  When  taking  leave  of  the  Kaima- 
kdm,  we  found  the  whole  castle  beset  by  litigants. 
I  saw  in  the  company  of  the  governor  the  chief  of 
the  Haj  caravan,  the  Sheikh  el  Rakeb,  of  whose 
grand  entrance  into  the  town  I  had  been  witness. 
The  aghd,  wanting  to  show  us  their  little  paradise, 
accompanied  us  into  the  Wadi  Rummdna,  which,  in  a 
direction  from  S.E.  to  N.W.,  winds  along  the  southern 
foot  of  the  ridge  on  which  the  castle  is  situated. 
Though  it  looks  rather  wild  and  neglected,  it  is  a 
charming  retreat  for  the  leisure  hours  of  a  governor 

.Ucl  is  ^j^,     E'  Sheikh  e'  Tijani  certainlj  (Journal  Asiatique, 

s^rie  V.  torn.  i.  p.  110.)  calls  it  expressly  by  this  name,  J  ^.  But 
we  see  from  £bn  Ehaldum  (t.  i.  p.  275.  transl.)  that  Ghuridn  was 
the  name  of  a  tribe. 

VOL.  I.  E 
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of  a  place  like  this.  It  is  irrigated  by  a  very  power- 
ful spring  issuing  from  the  limestone  rock  in  a 
channel  widened  by  art,  and  then  dividing  into 
several  little  rills,  which  are  directed  over  the  terraces 
of  the  slope.  These,  of  course,  have  been  raised  by 
art,  and  are  laid  out  in  orchards,  which,  besides  the 
pomegranates  which  have  given  their  name  to  the 
valley,  produce  sfer^j  (sfardjel)  —  the  Malum  Cy- 
donium  —  of  an  excellent  quality,  figs,  grapes,  and 
almonds.  A  path,  practicable  even  for  horses,  leads 
down  from  the  castle  to  the  spring.  Before  I  left  this 
charming  spot,  I  made  a  sketch  of  the  valley,  with 
the  castle  on  the  cliffs,  which  is  represented  in  the 
accompanying  plate. 
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It  was  past  three  in  the  afternoon  of  Thursday, 
February  14th,  when  we  started  from  the  dwelling  of 
our  host,  in  order  to  pursue  our  route  in  a  south- 
easterly direction.  We  were  agreeably  surprised  to 
see  fine  vineyards  at  the  village  called  Jelili;  but 
the  cultivation  of  olive-trees  seemed  almost  to  cease 
here,  while  the  country  became  quite  open,  and  af- 
forded an  unbounded  prospect  towards  the  distant 
southern  range,  with  its  peaks,  depressions,  and  steep 
slopes.  But  the  fine  olive-grove  of  Sgdif  proved  that 
we  had  not  yet  reached  the  limit  of  this  useful  tree. 
We  were  just  about  to  descend  the  slope  into  the 
broad  valley  called  Wadi  Rdn,  when,  seeing  darkness 
approaching  and  frightened  by  the  black  clouds 
rising  from  the  valley,  together  with  a  very  chilly 
stream  of  air,  we  began  to  look  seriously  about  for 
some  secure  shelter  for  the  night.  To  our  right  we 
had  a  pleasant  little  hollow  with  olive-trees ;  but  that 
would  not  suffice  in  such  weather  as  was  apparently 
approaching,  and  we  therefore  descended  a  little  along 
the  clifi^s  on  our  left,  where  our  shoush  knew  that 
there  were  caverns  called  MerwAn.     Scarcely  had  we 
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pitched  our  tent  on  the  little  terrace  in  front  of  these, 
when  the  rain  began  to  pour  down,  and,  accompanied 
with  snow,  continued  the  whole  night. 

When  we  arose  next  morning,  the  whole  country 
was  covered  with  snow  about  an  inch  deep,  and  its 
natural  features  were  no  longer  recognisable.  Placed 
on  the  very  brink  of  a  bank  partly  consisting  of  rocky 
ground,  with  many  holes,  partly  of  marly  soil  and 
accordingly  very  slippery,  we  could  not  think  of 
starting.  At  half-past  six,  the  thermometer  stood  at 
34^  Fahr.  Fortunately  our  tent,  which  had  been 
fitted  by  Mr.  Warrington  for  every  kind  of  weather, 
kept  the  wet  out.  The  caverns  were  very  irregular 
excavations,  used  by  the  shepherds  as  temporary  re- 
treats, and  full  of  fleas.  The  snow  did  not  melt  till 
late  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  rain  fell  without  inter- 
mission the  whole  night. 

In  the  morninff  the  bad  weather  still 

February  16tlL 

continued,  but  the  cold  was  not  quite 
so  severe.  Tired  as  we  were  of  our  involuntary 
delay  in  such  a  place,  we  decided  upon  starting ;  but 
it  was  difficult  to  get  our  half-frozen  people  to  go 
to  work.  At  length  we  set  out,  accompanied  by  an 
old  man  whom  we  hired  as  guide,  on  the  deep  de- 
scent into  Wadi  Rdn.  The  soil  was  often  so  slippery 
that  the  camels  could  scarcely  keep  their  feet;  and  we 
were  heartily  glad  when,  after  an  hour  and  a  quarter's 
descent,  we  at  length  reached  stony  ground,  though 
still  on  the  slope.  Here  the  valley  spread  out  before 
tis  to  the  right  and  left,  with  the  village  Usine,  in- 
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habited  by  the  Merdbetfn  SelahAt,  situated  on  the  top 
of  a  hill,  and  distinguished  for  the  quality  of  its 
dates,  which  are  of  a  peculiar  kind,  short  and  thick 
with  a  very  broad  stone,  —  while  at  the  foot  of  the 
western  heights  another  village  was  seen,  and  on  the 
top  of  them  the  castle  Biistatn.  Here  the  great  valley 
is  joined  by  a  smaller  ravine,  called  Wadi  Nkhal,  with 
a  small  village  of  the  same  name.  We  crossed  two 
paths  leading  to  Beni  Ulid,  passing  by  Wadi  Rdn, 
which  went  parallel  to  our  course  on  the  right,  and 
where  there  are  two  springs  and  a  date-grove,  while 
to  the  left,  we  obtained  a  view  of  Sedi-iiris,  situated 
on  a  cone  overtowering  the  northern  end  of  Wadi  Ko- 
minshdt.  We  then  approached  closely  the  steep  glen 
of  Wadi  Rdn,  and,  after  some  turnings,  crossed  the 
small  rivulet  which  flows  through  it,  and,  a  little 
further  on,  recrossed  it.  Then,  traversing  the  val- 
ley called  Wadi  Marniyeh,  we  entered  a  fine  fertile 
plain  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  heights,  among 
which  the  KelAba  Naame  was  conspicuous  on  our 
right. 

But  the  camels  found  the  marly  soil,  fully  satu- 
rated as  it  was  with  rain,  very  difficult,  especially 
after  we  had  entered  the  "  Shabet  S6da."  For  this 
reason,  also,  we  could  not  think  of  following  the  direct 
path,  which  leads  over  the  hills.  At  the  western  end 
of  the  shabet  are  the  villages  Deb  Beni  'AbbAs  and 
Suadiyeh,  with  olive-groves.  All  the  waters  of  the 
district  are  carried  into  Wadi  Ran,  which  joins  the 
Wadi  Haera. 
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The  country  begins  to  exhibit  decidedly  a  volcanic 
character,  and  from  all  the  heights  rise  bare  basaltic 
cones,  while  the  lower  part  is  covered  with  halfa. 
This  character  of  the  country  seems  to  have  been  well 
understood  by  the  Arabs,  when  they  gave  to  these 
basins,  surrounded  by  basaltic  mounts,  the  name 
"  Shabet,"  which  we  have  already  seen  given  to  the 
crater  of  the  Tekiit.  Here,  at  a  short  distance  on  our 
left,  we  passed  "  another  Shabet,"  distinguished  as 
"elA'khira." 

At  length  we  found  an  opening  through  the  hilly 
chain  on  our  right,  behind  an  indented  projection  of 
the  ridge  called  "  Sennet  el  O'sis,"  and  then  suddenly 
changed  our  course  from  N.E.  to  S.E.  As  soon  as 
we  had  made  the  circuit  of  this  mount,  we  obtained  a 
view  of  the  highest  points  of  the  Tarh6na,  and  directed 
our  course  by  one  of  them.  Mount  Bibel,  which  is  said 
to  be  sometimes  visible  from  Tripoli.  Tales  of  deadly 
strife  are  attached  to  some  localities  hereabouts;  and, 
according  to  our  guide,  the  torrent  which  we  crossed 
beyond  Wadi  Rw^ra  poured  down,  some  years  ago,  a 
bloody  stream.  But  at  present  the  scene  wants  life, 
the  Kasr  Euseba,  situated  on  the  apex  of  a  cone,  being 
almost  the  only  dwelling-place  which  we  had  seen  for 
five  hours.  Life  has  fled  from  these  fertile  and  plea- 
sant regions;  and  the  monotonous  character  which 
they  at  present  exhibit  necessarily  impresses  itself  on 
the  narrative  of  the  traveller. 

At  length,  after  having  entered  the  gorges  of 
the  mountains,  we  reached  the  encampment  of  the 
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Merdbetin  Bd-' Adisha,  and  pitched  our  tent  at  a  short 
distance  from  it.  These  people  have  considerable 
herds  of  camels  and  sheep;  as  for  cattle,  there  are 
at  present  very  few  in  the  whole  regency  of  Tripoli, 
except  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ben-ghdzi.  Their 
chief,  'Abdallah,  who  lives  in  Tripoli,  is  much  re- 
spected. The  valleys  and  plains  hereabouts,  when 
well  saturated  with  rain,  produce  a  great  quantity 
of  com,  but  they  are  almost  entirely  destitute  of 
trees.  Having  been  thoroughly  drenched  to-day  by 
heavy  showers,  we  were  in  a  very  uncomfortable 
condition  at  its  close. 

About  an  hour  before  sunrise,  when  sanday, 
the  thermometer  stood  at  41^  I  set  Fobmary  iVth. 
out  to  ascend  an  eminence  north  from  our  tent, 
which  afforded  me  an  excellent  sit<j  whence  to  take 
the  bearings  of  several  prominent  cones.  After  my 
return  to  the  tent,  we  started  together  in  advance 
of  the  camels,  that  we  might  have  time  to  ascend 
the  broad  cone  of  Jebel  Msid,  which  had  arrested 
our  attention.  We  soon  passed  a  well,  or  rather 
foimtain,  called  Bir  el  *Ar,  which  gives  its  name  to 
some  ancient  monument  ('^  sanem,"  or  idol,  as  it  is 
called  by  the  Arabs)  at  a  little  distance,  and  which 
the  guide  described  as  a  kasr  tawil  Beni  Jehel, 
"  a  high  fortress  of  the  Romans."  The  country  was 
varied  and  pleasant,  and  enlivened,  moreover,  by 
flocks ;  but  we  saw  no  traces  of  agriculture  till 
we  reached  the  well  called  Hasi  el  abidr,  beyond 
which  we   entered  upon  a  volcanic  formation.      As 
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we  ascended  along  a  small  ravine,  and  entered 
another  irregular  mountain-plain  of  confined  di- 
mensions, we  found  the  basalt  in  many  places  crop- 
ping out  on  the  surface.  The  more  desolate  cha- 
racter of  the  country  was  interrupted  in  a  pleasant 
way  by  the  Wadi  Nekh^l,  which  has  received  its 
name  from  the  number  of  palm-trees  which  grow 
here  in  a  very  dwarfish  state,  though  watered  by  a 
copious  spring.  Following  the  windings  of  another 
small  valley,  we  reached  a  plain  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Msid,  while  on  the  right  a  large  ravine 
led  down  from  the  heights.  Here  we  commenced 
our  ascent  of  the  cone ;  and  on  the  slope  of  the 
mountain  we  met  with  large  pillars  similar  to  those 
which  I  had  seen  in  the  ruins  of  Hanshir  Settara. 
The  pillars  succeeded  each  other  at  regular  distances 
up  the  slope,  apparently  marking  the  track  to  be 
followed  by  those  ascending  for  religious  purposes. 
The  ascent  was  very  gradual  for  the  first  twelve 
minutes ;  and  twelve  minutes  more  brought  us  to  its 
summit,  which  was  crowned  with  a  castle  of  good 
Arabic  masonry  of  about  the  thirteenth  century. 
Its  ruined  walls  gave  us  a  little  protection  against 
the  very  strong  blasts  of  wind ;  but  we  found  it 
rather  difficult  to  take  accurate  angles,  which  was 
the  more  to  be  regretted  as  a  great  many  peaks  were 
visible  from  this  beautifully-shaped  and  conspicuous 
mount. 

It  was  a  little  past  noon  when  we  pursued   our 
journey  from  the   western   foot   of  this  once   holy 
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mount*,  and,  turning  its  southern  side,  resumed 
our  north-easterly  direction.  We  then  soon  came 
to  the  "  Wadi  hammdm,"  which  forms  here  a  wider 
basin  for  the  brook  running  along  it  towards  Meje- 
nin,  so  as  to  produce  a  pleasant  and  fresh  green 
spot.  Having  watered  our  animals,  we  entered  a 
plain  from  which  detached  basaltic  hillocks  started 
up ;  and  some  ruins  of  regularly-hewn  stones,  scat- 
tered about,  bore  testimony  that  the  Romans  had 
deemed  the  place  worthy  of  fixed  settlements.  A 
small  limestone  hill  contrasts  handsomely  with  these 
black  basaltic  masses,  among  which  the  LebM,  the 
highest  summit  of  a  larger  group  to  our  right,  is 
particularly  remarkable.  At  the  foot  of  the  Jebel 
Jemma  was  an  encampment  of  the  WelAd  *Ali ;  but 
I  cannot  say  in  what  degree  they  are  connected  with 
the  family  which  has  given  its  name  to  the  valley 
in  the  Yefren.  From  this  side  in  particular,  the 
Jebel  Msid  presents  the  form  of  a  beautiful  dome, 
the  most  regular  I  remember  to  have  ever  seen.  It 
seems  to  rise  with  a  proud  air  over  its  humbler 
neighbours.  Having  then  passed  a  continuous 
ridge  of  cones  stretching  S.S.E.,  and  cleared  the 
basaltic  region,  we  entered  a  wide  plain  covered 
with  halfa,  and,  cutting  right  across  it,  we  reached 
the  fertile  low  plain  Elkeb,  where  another  encamp- 
ment of  the  Weldd  'Ali  excited  the  desire  of  our 
people  to  try  their  hospitality  for  our  night's  quar* 

*  The  ancient  character  of  this  mountain  is  most  probably  in- 
dicated bj  its  present  name  **  Meid." 
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ters;  but  some  distance  to  the  left  two  enormous 
pillars  were  to  be  seen  standing  upright,  and  thither 
we  repaired.  Here  I  had  an  opportunity  of  accu- 
rately investigating  a  very  peculiar  kind  of  ancient 
remains,  giving  a  clue,  I  hope,  to  the  character  of  the 
religion  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  these  regions, 
though  it  seems  impossible  to  give  a  satisfactory 
explanation  respecting  all  the  details  of  their  struc- 
ture. 


It  consists  in  a  pair  of  quadrangular  pillars 
erected  on  a  common  basis,  which  is  fixed  into 
the  ground,  and  measures  3  ft.  1^'  in  length,  and 
2  ft.  10'  in  width.  The  two  pillars  which  measure 
2  feet  on  each  side,  being  1  ft.  7^'  asunder,  are  10 
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feet  high.  The  western  pillar  has  three  quadran- 
gular holes  on  the  inside,  while  the  corresponding 
holes  in  the  eastern  pillar  go  quite  through  ;  the 
lowest  hole  is  1  ft.  8'  above  the  ground,  and  the 
second  1  ft.  ^'  higher  up,  and  so  the  third  above  the 
second.     The  holes  are  6  in.  square. 

Over  these  pillars,  which  at  present  lean  to  one  side, 
is  laid  another  enormous  stone  about  6  feet  6^  inches 
long,  and  of  the  same  width  as  the  pillars,  so  that 
the  whole  structure  bears  a  surprising  resemblance  to 
the  most  conspicuous  part  of  the  celebrated  Celtic 
ruins  at  Stonehenge*  and  other  ruins  in  Malabar  f, 
about  the  religious  purpose  of  which  not  the  least 
doubt  remains  at  present.  But  besides  these,  there  are 
other  very  curious  stones  of  different  workmanship, 
and  destined  evidently  for  different  purposes ;  some 
of  them  are  large,  flat,  and  quadrangular,  very  pecu- 
liarly worked,  and  adapted,  probably,  to  sacrifices. 
One  of  them  is  three  feet  in  length  and  breadth,  but 
with  a  projection  on  one  side,  as  is  represented  in  the 
woodcut,  and  1  ft.  2'  high.  On  the  surface  of  this 
stone,  and  parallel  to  its  sides,  is  carved  a  channel 
4-^  inches  broad,  forming  a  quadrangle ;  and  from 
this  a  ^all  channel  branches  along  the  projecting 
part.  Several  stones  of  similar  workmanship  lie 
about.  There  is  also  the  remnant  of  an  enormous 
stone  3  feet  7^  inches  at  the  back  and  across,  but 
rounded   off  at  the    corners,  looking   like   a    solid 

*  See  especiallj  the  Plate  No.  7.  in  Higgins^s  "  Celtic  Druids.*' 
f  See  Plate  No.  39.  in  Higgins's  work. 
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throne,  excepting  that  on  the  upper  side  there  is 
an  excavation  measuring  1  ft.  3^  in.  at  the  back, 
9^  inches  on  the  front,  and  1  ft.  1^  in.  across,  and 
about  10  inches  deep,  with  a  small  opening.  This 
stone  looks  very  peculiar,  and  probably  formed  an 
altar. 

These  ruins  are  certainly  very  remarkable.  Any 
one  who  looks  at  them  without  prejudice  or  precon- 
ceived opinion,  will  be  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
they  belonged  to  a  place  of  worship ;  though  how 
this  peculiar  structure  could  be  adapted  to  religious 
purposes,  I  will  not  undertake  to  decide.  It  is  well 
known,  that  the  most  ancient  idols  were  mere 
pillars  or  stones,  not  only  of  a  round  or  conical 
shape,  as  symbols  of  the  procreative  power  of  nature, 
but  even  of  a  square  form.  It  is  also  well  known, 
from  the  example  of  the  columns  in  On  or  Heliopo- 
lis,  of  the  two  celebrated  columns,  Yakin  and  Bo*az, 
in  front  of  the  temple  in  Jerusalem,  and  from  that 
of  the  two  pillars  of  the  Phoenician  Hercules  in 
Gades,  that  the  power  of  the  Deity  was  often  re- 
presented by  a  pair.  A  pair  of  massive  columns 
or  pillars,  covered  with  a  similarly  massive  impost, 
may  well  serve  to  represent  symbolically  the  firm- 
ness and  eternity  of  the  cosmical  order,  while  the 
name  of  the  chief  deity  of  the  pagan  Berbers,  '  Amiin, 
may  possibly  have  the  original  meaning  of  "  the 
Founder,  Supporter."  But  I  will  not  enter  here  into 
such  conjectures;  I  will  only  say  that  my  distinct 
impression  on  the  spot  was,  that  the  structure  was 
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a  rude  kind  of  sun-dial,  combining  the  vertical  with 
the  horizontal  principle.  That  it  could  not  be  in- 
tended as  a  common  doorway,  even  if  it  were  con- 
nected with  another  building,  is  evident  from  the 
narrowness  of  the  passage ;  but  it  may  have  had  the 
purpose  of  serving  as  a  sort  of  penitential  or  purga- 
tory passage  in  consecrating  and  preparing  the  wor- 
shippers*, previous  to  their  offering  sacrifices,  by 
obliging  them  to  squeeze  themselves  through  this 
narrow  passage,  the  inconvenience  of  which  was  in- 
creased by  the  awful  character  attributed  to  this 
cromlech.  Even  in  Christian  and  Mohammedan  coun- 
tries religious  ordeals  of  a  similar  kind  are  not  un- 
known ;  and  a  very  analogous  custom  in  the  cele- 
brated  mosque  of  Kairowdn  may  well  have  its  origin 
in  the  older  pagan  practice  of  the  aborigines.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  the  religious  character  of  the  whole 
structure  can  scarcely  be  doubtful,  from  the  nature 
of  the  flat  stone,  the  channel  in  which  was  certainly 
intended  to  carry  off  the  blood  of  the  victim.f 

It  must  strike  the  observer,  in  regarding  these 
ruins,  that  while  they  are  so  rude  in  principle,  their 
style  of  execution  evidently  bears  traces  of  art ;  and 
I  think  it  not  improbable  that  the  art  may  be  as- 
cribed to  Roman  influence.  We  shall  further  on  see 
another  specimen  of  these  curious  pillars  combined 

♦  Compare  what  Higgtns  says,  p.  Ix.,  in  describing  the  Con- 
st antine  tolmen  in  Cornwall. 

f  From  this  plain  example  it  might  seem  that  the  flat  stone  in 
Stonehenge  was  intended  for  a  similar  purpose. 
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with  the  ground-plan  of  an  almost  regular  Roman 
temple.  But  from  whatever  quarter  this  artistical 
influence  may  have  proceeded,  there  cannot  be  the 
least  doubt  that  the  character  of  the  structure  is,  on 
the  whole,  not  Roman,  but  indicates  quite  another 
race ;  and  if  we  take  into  regard  what  1  have  just  said 
about  the  influence  of  art  visible  in  this  structure, 
and  that  such  influence  could  scarcely  proceed  from 
any  other  quarter  than  that  of  the  Carthaginians  or 
the  Romans,  we  must  attribute  these  remains  to  the 
Berber  race,  who,  during  the  historical  period,  were 
the  exclusive  possessors  of  these  inland  regions. 
Analogous  structures  have  been  found,  however,  not 
only  in  England  and  Ireland  on  the  one  side,  and 
in  several  parts  of  India,  principally  in  the  Nilgher- 
ries,  on  the  other,  but  also  in  Circassia,  Southern 
Russia,  on  the  South  Arabian  coast,  and  in  the 
Somali  country.  This  analogy  might  certainly  be 
explained  by  a  similarity  of  principle  in  the  simple 
religious  rites  of  rude  people ;  but  there  may  be  also 
in  these  curious  remains  a  confirmation  of  the  theories 
of  Sir  Henry  Rawlinson  respecting  the  wide  exten- 
sion of  the  Scythians.  But  while,  with  regard  to 
other  tribes,  from  the  Dravidian  group  in  Southern 
India  to  the  Celtic  in  Ireland,  such  a  connexion  of 
origin  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  analogy  of  language, 
there  exist  but  very  few  points  of  analogy  between 
the  Berber  and  the  Central  Asiatic  languages,  except 
by  means  of  the  Coptic.  In  every  respect,  however, 
it  may  be  better  to  call  such  remains  by  the  general 
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name  of  Scythian  than  by  that  of  Druidical,  which 
certainly  can  be  justified  only  with  regard  to  the 
north-west  of  Europe. 

These  remarkable  ruins  are  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  foot  of  a  fortified  hill,  which  is  crowned 
with  ancient  fortifications  of  hewn  stone,  to  which 
are  added  later  works  of  small  stones.  Other  ruins 
of  cut-stone  buildings  lie  about ;  and  oh  an  eminence 
at  a  little  distance  eastward  is  a  small  castle  belong- 
ing to  the  earlier  times  of  the  Arabs,  while  on  the 
highest  top  of  the  hilly  chain  behind  the  Arab  en- 
campment, and  which  is  called  Gdbes,  are  likewise 
ruins.  The  ruins  of  a  whole  village,  partly  built  of 
regularly-cut  stone,  and  even  exhibiting  the  orna- 
ment of  a  column,  were  found  the  next  morning  near 
our  encampment,  which  our  people  had  placed  on  the 
slope  of  the  hills  bordering  the  plain  towards  the 
north-east. 

All  these  ruins  are  evident  proofs  that  the  fertile 
plain  Elkeb,  and  the  adjoining  one,  called  Mddher, 
were  once  well  cultivated  and  thickly  inhabited. 
Their  situation  is  very  favourable,  as  the  direct  road 
from  Tripoli  to  Beni  Ulid  and  S6kna,  by  way  of  the 
valley  Melgha,  passes  close  by.  We  had  here  de- 
scended to  an  average  height  of  about  one  thousand 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

During  the  night  there  was  heavy  rain, 
which  lasted  till  morning,  and  delayed  our    *  ™"^ 
starting  till   rather  late.     After  about  a  mile  and  a 
half's  march,  we  ascended  a  little  from  the  plain  to  the 
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undulating  pastures  of  the  Dhdhar  Tarh6na,  which 
soon  became  enlivened  by  the  tents  and  herds  of  the 
Megaigera,  and  where  I  was  glad  to  see  at  length  a 
few  cows.  The  ground,  though  scantily  covered  with 
herbage,  was  dotted  with  Tulipa  sylvestricy  which  my 
companion  called  baliidt,  though  this  name  is  generally 
understood  to  signify  the  ashtree.  Our  guide  from 
Merudn  informed  me  here  that  the  water  of  this  dis- 
trict takes  its  course  not  towards  the  north,  as  might 
be  expected,  but  towards  the  south-east,  running  from 
hence  to  Tern  Asia,  on  this  side  of  Beni  Ulid,  thence 
into  tlie  Wadi  Merdiim,  and  thence  into  Wadi  S6fejin, 
which,  as  is  well  known,  descends  towards  Tawdrgha. 
A  little  further  on  we  left,  on  a  small  eminence  to  the 
left,  another  hanshir  surrounded  by  cultivated  ground. 
It  had  been  an  inconsiderable  place,  built  chiefly  of 
small  stones;  but  even  here  two  enormous  pillars  or 
slabs  were  to  be  seen  standing  in  the  midst  of  the 
rubbish*  There  were  two  holes  in  each  of  these  pil- 
lars, going  quite  through,  and  widening  on  one  side. 

At  half-past  nine  o'clock,  when  passing  the  Hanshir 
Bii-Treh4be,  at  a  distance  of  more  than  two  miles 
on  our  left,  we  had  a  fine  retrospective  view  of  the 
various  peaks  of  the  Ghuridn  range,  while  on  our  left 
a  lower  range  approached  more  and  more,  with  two 
summits  rising  from  it  to  a  greater  elevation.  About 
noon  we  passed  another  site,  called  Hanshir  Suwdn, 
where  are  the  remains  of  a  large  castle,  with  an  inner 
and  outer  fortification,  built  of  small  stones,  but  in  a 
very  neat  and  regular  style.     The  country,  chiefly 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Chap,  HI.  APPROACH  TO  TARHO'NA.  65 

owing  to  the  murkiness  of  the  sky,  had  begun  to 
assume  a  very  sombre  character,  and  was  crossed  by 
stripes  of  red  sand,  which,  however,  affords  the  best 
soil  for  the  growth  of  the  pumpkin ;  but  in  the  after- 
noon it  improved  greatly,  showing  fine  pasture-ground 
and  ample  corn-fields,  and,  among  the  ruins  of  ancient 
times,  the  rare  example  of  a  well- proportioned  and 
neatly-worked  Ionic  capital,  which  I  found  at  the 
border  of  a  ravine.  Further  on,  upon  a  detached 
low  rock,  which  had  been  hewn  into  rectangular  walls, 
and  surrounded  with  a  ditch,  were  seen  ruins  of  cut 
stone,  very  similar  in  appearance  to  those  of  Kasr  Ja- 
haliyeh,  near  Gargash.  We  at  length  found  traces 
of  living  beings,  in  an  Arab  encampment  situated 
in  a  green  hollow,  where  we  learnt  that  the  Kaid  or 
governor  of  Tarh6na,  whose  residence  we  were  in 
search  of,  was  at  present  encamped  near  the  spring 
called  *Ain  Shershara. 

The  country  gradually  assumes  a  more  diversified 
aspect,  agreeably  succeeding  its  former  monotony. 
A  considerable  mountain-range,  with  manifold  crags, 
peaks,  and  ravines,  approaches  from  S.S.W.,  arid, 
turning  N.B.,  presents  an  insurmountable  barrier 
to  an  advance  in  that  direction,  while  the  plain 
sweeps  nicely  in  a  concave  towards  its  foot;  but 
it  is  quite  bare  and  desolate,  and  only  now  and 
then  is  seen  a  poor  remnant  of  the  large  olive-grove, 
consisting,  according  to  the  statement  of  our  shoush, 
of  10,000  trees,  which  Bey  *Abd  Allah,  in  Masrdta, 
my  host   on   my  former  journey,  had  ventured  to 
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plant  here  five  years  ago.  My  people  maintainecl, 
whether  correctly  or  not  I  cannot  say,  that  the 
strong  gales  which  prevail  in  this  plain  did  not 
allow  the  young  olive-tree  to  thrive.  I  think  the 
failure  is  due  rather  to  the  character  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, who,  unaccustomed  to  this  branch  of  culture, 
have  not  paid  the  necessary  attention  to  the  young 
trees. 

Having  passed  a  small  wadi,  we  came  in  sight  of 
the  encampment  of  the  governor,  which  stretched  out 
in  front  of  us  in  a  well-chosen  situation  at  the  southern 
foot  of  a  small  cone.  A  Turkish  officer's  green 
tent,  pitched  a  little  in  advance,  was  surrounded  by 
several  smaller  ones,  while  another  group  of  twelve 
Bedwin  tents,  in  a  higher  position  up  the  slope  of 
the  mount,  contained  the  household.  The  governor 
received  us  in  a  very  friendly  but  rather  affected 
manner,  which  seemed  peculiar  to  him,  and  might 
even  be  thought  becoming  in  a  man  who  has  assisted 
his  country's  foes  in  exterminating  all  the  members 
of  his  family,  formerly  one  of  the  foremost  in  the 
country.  His  friends,  who  try  to  represent  him  as 
an  honest  man,  say  that  he  was  forced  to  the  deed, 
after  having  once  entered  into  Turkish  service.  This 
man,  Bel  K&sem  el  Loh^shi  Mahmiidi,  has  since 
played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  present  revolu- 
tion ;  for  he  it  was  who  led  the  Turkish  force  last 
year  against  Gh6ma,  his  near  relative  but  most  bitter 
enemy,  who,  having  been  a  prisoner  in  Trebizond 
for  many  years,  suddenly  made  his  escape  from  thence 
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during  the  Russian  war,  and,  issuing  from  the  Tuni- 
sian frontier,  appeared  in  J^bel  Yefr^n  El  Loh^shi 
was  routed,  and  taken  prisoner,  and,  according  to  the 
first  report,  slain  by  the  successful  rebel.  When 
we  visited  El  Loh^shi,  he  had  occupied  his  new 
post  only  for  the  last  year,  having  been  before  go- 
vernor of  the  Jebel.  During  all  the  period  he  had 
been  in  Tarh6na,  he  assured  us  he  had  not  moved 
his  encampment  from  this  place;  which  T  can  well 
understand,  as  it  is  a  very  pleasant  spot.  His  prin- 
cipal business,  of  course,  consists  in  collecting  the 
tithes,  in  registering  which  he  was  busily  employed. 
He  knew  very  little  of  the  province  under  his  govern- 
ment }  and  it  was  to  other  men  that  I  had  to  look  for 
information. 

Having  pitched  our  tent  near  that  of  the  governor, 
we  proceeded  to  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the 
locality,  and,  a  few  paces  north  from  our  encamp- 
ment, stumbled  upon  the  famous  brook  called  'Ain 
Shersher,  or  'Ain  Shershdra,  which,  proceeding  from 
the  junction  of  three  springs,  forms  here  a  cas- 
cade of  about  twenty-five  feet  over  the  firm  calca- 
reous rock.  Running  west  a  short  distance,  it  then 
turns  north  and,  breaking  through  the  mountain- 
slope  in  a  deep  picturesque  glen,  takes  the  direction 
of  the  Wadi  Ramie,  which,  however,  it  only  reaches 
during  great  floods. 

It  seems  as  if  this  pleasant  spot  had  already  been  a 
favourite  residence  in  the  Roman  times,  as  is  amply 
shown  by  the  fine  ruins  of  a  large  building  of  hewn 
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stone,  which  the  torrent  has  rent  asunder  and  scat- 
tered on  both  sides.  From  this  place,  ascending  the 
side  of  a  very  wild  ravine,  we  reached  the  height 
which  overlooks  the  Bedwin  encampment,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  following  day  made  a  more  distant 
excursion  to  the  mount  called  Bii-tawil,  about  three 
miles  north,  which  was  represented  to  us  as  afford- 
ing a  very  distant  prospect,  and  the  name  of  which 
seemed  to  promise  more  than  ordinary  elevation. 

As  to  the  view  we  were  rather  disappointed ;  yet 
we  were  well  repaid  for  our  trouble  from  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country  traversed,  and  the  unex- 
pectedly pleasing  aspect  of  the  terrace  spread  out 
at  the  western  foot  of  the  mountain,  which  must 
have  formed  a  favourite  retirement  in  the  time  of 
the  Roipans,  so  literally  strewn  is  it  with  the  ruins 
of  buildings  of  hewn  stone.  In  descending  it,  about 
300  feet  below  the  summit,  we  first  came  to  a 
Roman  tomb,  8  ft.  7  in.  long,  and  7  ft.  9  in.  broad, 
rising  in  two  stories,  the  lower  being  about  ten 
feet  high  from  the  base  to  the  moulding,  and  orna- 
mented with  pilasters  at  thecorners.  A  little  further 
on,  to  the  west,  was  another  tomb,  just  on  the 
brink  of  the  slope  into  the  valley  below;  but  it  has 
been  destroyed,  and  at  present  the  chief  interest 
attaches  to  a  monumental  stone,  which  most  pro- 
bably stood  upright  on  its  top,  and  fell  down  when 
the  monument  went  to  pieces,  so  that  it  now  lies  in 
a  merely  casual  position  on  the  floor  of  the  sepulchre, 
which  has  been  repeatedly  rifled  by  greedy  hands. 
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This  stone  is  7  ft.  2  in.  long,  and  has  on  one  side, 
in  high  relief,  the  figure  of  a  man,  of  natural  size, 
clothed  in  a  toga.  The  workmanship  is  good,  and 
certainly  not  much  later  than  the  time  of  Severus. 
Close  at  hand  are  other  ruins  lying  about;  and  further 
west  are  several  groups  of  buildings.  Three  olive- 
trees  and  a  palm-tree  adorned  this  beautiful  retired 
spot. 

Having  returned  to  our  encampment,  I  and  my 
companion  resolved  to  separate  for  a  few  days, 
Overweg  wishing  to  examine  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  'Ain  Shershdra  for  geological  purposes,  while  I. 
was  rather  bent  upon  executing  the  original  plan  of 
our  route  all  round  the  mountain- range.  We  agreed 
to  meet  again  at  the  castle  called  Kasr  el  Jefdra  in 
the  plain  or  jefara  near  the  sea-shore.  We  borrowed 
another  tent  from  the  governor  for  Mr.  Overweg 
during  his  stay  at  this  place,  while  I  procured  a  horse- 
man, with  whom,  together  with  Ibrahim,  our  shoush, 
and  one  of  the  camel-drivers,  I  was  ready  for  starting 
an  hour  before  noon ;  for  the  heat  of  the  sun  was 
not  much  to  be  dreaded  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
Overweg  accompanied  me  as  far  as  Kasr  D6ga.* 

Winding  along  narrow  ravines,  after  about  one 
mile's  march  we  passed,  on  an  eminence  to  our  right, 

*  The  principal  tnbes  living  in  the  district  Tarh<Sna  are 
theHhamaddt,  the  Drahib,  WeUd  Bu-Sid,  Weldd  Bu-Marah, 
Margh&na,  WeUd  'All,  W.  Yusuf,  Megaigerah,  Firjan,  W.  Me- 
h6da,  W.  BA-Sellem,  Naaje,  Mdta,  Khwdrish,  Gerdkta,  Bu-Saba, 
Sheflitra,  Wel&d  H4med,  Erhaimiyeh. 
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another  specimen  of  large  pilasters  with  an  impost, 
and  ruins  of  buildings  of  large  square  stones  close 
by.  After  much  winding,  we  cleared  the  narrow 
channel  ascending  the  hills,  which  were  covered  with 
halfa ;  but  here  too  there  was  not  a  single  tree  to  be 
seen,  and  my  guide  said  that  there  were  no  olive- 
trees  in  the  Tarh6na  except  in  Mata,  a  place  situated 
between  Mount  Bii-tawil  and  Kasr  Jefdra,  from 
which  the  tribe  Mdta  derives  its  name.  I  have 
noticed  before,  as  remarkable,  the  three  olive-trees 
near  Bu-tauwil.      It  was  about  one  o'clock  in  the 


afternoon  when    we   came   in    sight   of  the  Roman 
monument  called  Kasr  D(iga;  and  its  brown  colour, 
almost  induced  us  to  conclude  that  it  was  of  brick ; 
but  on  approaching  nearer,  we  found  that  it  was 
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built  of  hewn  stone.  We  were  astonished  at  the 
grand  dimensions  of  the  monument,  as  it  appeared 
evident  that  it  was  originally  a  mere  sepulchre,  though 
in  after  times  blocked  up  by  the  Arabs,  and  converted 
into  a  castle. 

The  front  of  the  monument  faces  the  south  with  ten 
degrees  of  deviation  towards  the  west.  The  whole 
body  of  the  building,  rising  upon  a  base  of  three  steps, 
measures  47  ft.  6  in.  in  length,  and  31  ft.  4  in.  in 
breadth.  The  entrance  or  portal,  equidistant  from 
both  corners,  was  12  ft.  6  in.  wide;  but  it  has  been 
entirely  blocked  up  with  hewn  stone,  so  that  it  is 
now  impossible  to  get  into  the  interior  of  the  monu- 
ment without  great  labour,  and  only  a  glimpse  can 
be  obtained  of  a  kind  of  entrance-hall  of  small 
dimensions.  Of  the  interior  arrangement,  therefore, 
nothing  meets  the  view ;  but  on  the  top  of  the  solid 
mass  of  building,  rising  to  a  height  of  28  ft.  10  in.,  the 
ground-plan  of  the  third  story,  which  has  been 
demolished  to  obtain  materials  for  closing  the  en- 
trance, is  distinctly  visible.  Here  the  vestibule  mea- 
sures 10  ft.  10  in.,  the  wall  of  the  interior  chamber  or 
cell  being  adorned  with  two  columns,  which  are  no  less 
than  3  ft.  10  in.  apart :  the  inner  room  itself  measures 
22  ft.  4  in.  in  length  within  the  walls.  The  monu- 
ment, although  more  massive  than  beautiful,  is  a 
fair  proof  of  the  wealth  of  this  district  in  ancient 
times.  Opposite  to  it,  on  a  limestone  hill  of  con- 
siderable elevation,  is  another  specimen  of  the  crom- 
lech kind  in  good  preservation,  besides  other  ruins. 
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In  the  hollow  at  the  S.E.  side  of  the  sepulchre  there 
are  six  deep  and  spacious  wells  sunk  in  the  rock. 

Here  my  companion  left  me,  and  I  continued  my 
route  alone,  passing  through  a  well-cultivated  tract, 
till  I  reached  an  encampment  of  the  Wel4d  Bii-Sellem, 
where  we  pitched  our  tent.  Here  I  met  a  cousin  of 
Haj  'Abd  el  Hddi  el  Merdyet,  who  had  once  been 
master  of  half  the  Tarh6na  district,  but  was  made 
prisoner  by  the  Turks,  and  sent  to  Constantinople. 
This  man  also  reappeared  on  the  stage  last  year. 

Wednesday.  ^^    ^^^   ^"*    ^^^7    ^"    *^^    momiug,    thc 

February  26UL  couutry  coutinuing  flat  as  far  as  the 
<5hapel  of  Sidi  *Ali  ben  Sdlah,  which,  standing  on  a 
hill,  is  a  conspicuous  object  for  many  miles  round. 
At  a  short  distance  from  this  chapel,  I  observed  the 
j'uins  of  a  castle  built  of  large  square  stones  taken 
from  older  buildings;  it  measures  42  feet  in  every 
direction,  and  exhibits  a  few  bad  but  curious  sculp- 
tures, among  others  an  ass  in  relief  Around  are 
the  ruins  of  a  small  village,  and  flat  stones  of  im- 
mense  size,  similar  in  workmanship  to  those  describe4 
above,  but  no  upright  pillars. 

Beyond  the  chapel  of  the  saint  the  country  became 
more  hilly,  and  after  some  time  we  entered  a  ravine 
joining  the  Wadi  Ged^ra,  which  exhibited  the  re- 
mains of  three  broad  and  firmly-constructed  dikes, 
crossing  the  ravine  at  the  distance  of  about  800 
yards  from  each  other.  They  were  built  of  small 
stones,  and  were  evidently  intended  to  exclude  the 
water  from  the  lower  part  of  the  valley.     Another 
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eight  hundred  yards  below  the  innermost  dike,  the 
ravine  widens  out  into  a  fine  verdant  hollow,  stretch- 
ing  from  west  to  east,  and  provided  with  several  wells. 
On  a  detached  hill  rising  in  the  midst  of  this  basin^ 
is  situated  the  Kasr  Dawdn,  built  partly  of  older 
materials  of  hewn  stone,  partly  of  small  stones,  and 
probably  of  the  same  age  as  the  dikes.  The  whole 
floor  of  the  basin  is  strewn  with  ruins;  and  a  consider* 
able  village  seems  to  have  extended  round  the  castle : 
where  the  ground  was  free  from  stones,  it  was  covered 
with  ranunculuses.  Altogether,  this  spot  was  inter- 
esting—  the  stronghold  of  a  chieftain  who  appears 
to  have  had  energy  and  foresight,  but  whose  deeds 
are  left  without  a  record. 

As  soon  as  we  emerged  from  this  ravine  the  whole 
character  of  the  country  changed,  and  through  a 
pleasant  valley  we  entered  a  wider  plain,  bordered 
in  the  distance  by  a  high  range  of  mountains,  among 
which  the  J6hel  Msid,  crowned  with  a  zawiya  or 
convent,  is  distinguished  by  its  height  and  its  form. 
It  is  rather  remarkable,  and  of  the  highest  interest  as 
regards  the  ancient  history  of  the  civilization  of  these 
regions,  that  the  two  most  conspicuous  mountains 
bordering  Tarh6na,  one  on  the  west,  the  other  on 
the  east  side,  should  bear  the  same  name,  and  a 
name  which  bears  evident  testimony  to  their  having 
been  places  of  worship  in  ancient  times.  Both  of 
them  have  grandeur  of  form ;  but  the  western  one  is 
more  regularly  dome-shaped. 
'    The  fine  pasturage  which  this  plain  affords  to  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


74  TRAVELS   IN   AFRICA.  Chap.  III. 

COWS  of  the  Meh^di  enabled  their  masters  to  regale 
us  with  fine  fresh  sourmilk,  which  interrupted  our 
march  very  pleasantly.  On  the  site  of  an  ancient 
village,  near  the  margin  of  a  small  torrent,  I  found 
the  following  curious  specimens  of  upright  pilasters, 
together  with  the  impost,  remarkable  for  their  height 
as  well  as  for  the  rough  sculp- 
ture of  a  dog,  or  some  other 
animal,  which  is  seen  on  the 
higher  part  of  one  of  them. 
About  700  yards  beyond!  the 
torrent  called  Esaea,  we  had 
on  our  right  a  large  building 
of  hewn  stone  about  140  yards 
square,  besides  six  pairs  of 
pilasters  together  with  their 
imposts;  but  some  of  them 
are  lying  at  present  on  the 
ground.  These  structures  could 

never  have  been  intended  as  doors  or  passages;  for 
the  space  between  the  upright  stones  is  so  narrow, 
that  a  man  of  ordinary  size  could  hardly  squeeze  his 
way  through  them.     Other  ruins  are  on  the  left. 

Here  we  entered  the  mountain  chain  which  forms 
the  natural  boundary  between  the  district  of  Tarh6na 
and  that  of  Meselldta,  and  at  the  present  time  sepa- 
rates scenes  of  nomadic  life  from  fixed  settlements. 
The  highest  part  of  the  chain  round  the  J^bel  Msid 
remained  on  our  left,  while  the  heights  on  the 
right  decreased  in  elevation.     The  chain  has  little 
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breadth;  and  we  had  hardly  reached  its  crest  when 
the  country  that  presented  itself  to  our  view  had 
quite  a  diflferent  appearance  from  that  just  left  be- 
hind, presenting  among  other  objects  the  castle  of 
Meselldta,  surrounded  by  an  olive-grove.  In  this 
spot  ancient  sites  and  modem  villages  with  stone 
houses  are  intermixed,  while  thick  olive-groves  en- 
liven the  whole,  and  constitute  the  wealth  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Having  passed  a  village  called  Fatir,  lying  in  a 
ravine  that  runs  S.W.,  we  soon  descried,  in  a  hollow 
at  the  southern  foot  of  the  Easr  Saade  (a  small 
ancient  fortress),  the  first  olive-plantation  and  the 
first  orchards  belonging  to  Meselldta.  From  this 
place  onward  they  succeed  each  other  at  short  in- 
tervals. Having  passed  a  small  eminence,  with  a 
fine  olive-grove  in  the  hollow  at  its  foot,  we  entered 
the  beautiful  and  well-inhabited  plain  of  Meselldta- 
Here  a  great  deal  of  industry  was  evinced  by  the 
planting  of  young  cuttings  between  the  venerable  old 
olive-trees,  or  ghiirs  Fara6n  as  the  Arabs  call  them* 
My  shoush  affirmed  that  the  inhabitants  of  Mesel- 
Idta  are  the  most  industrious  and  diligent  people 
in  the  whole  regency,  taking  good  care  of  their 
plantations,  and  watering  them  whenever  they  need 
it.  The  whole  country  has  here  a  different  cha- 
racter  from  that  of  Tarh6na,  the  naked  calcareous 
rock  protruding  everywhere,  while  in  Tarh6na  the 
plains  generally  consist  of  clayey  soil.  This  district 
is  only  about  one  thousand  feet  above  the  sea,  while 
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the  average  height  of  the  Jebel  (Yefr^n)  and  the 
Ghuridn  is  about  two  thousand  feet.  Here  the  olives 
had  been  collected  a  month  ago;  in  the  former  dis- 
tricts they  remained  still  on  the  tree. 

Cheered  by  the  spectacle  of  life  and  industry 
around  us,  we  continued  our  pleasant  march,  and 
having  crossed  an  open  space  of  rough  rocky  ground 
filled  with  cisterns,  we  reached  the  castle  of  Mesel- 
Idta,  an  edifice  of  little  merit,  built  with  square  stones 
fr:m  old  ruins,  and  lying  at  the  northern  end  of  the 
village  Kiisabdt,  which  properly  means  **  the  Castles." 
While  my  people  were  pitching  my  tent  behind  the 
castle,  on  the  only  spot  which  would  allow  of  the 
pegs  being  driven  into  the  ground,  I  went  to  pay  a 
visit  to  Khalil  Aghd,  who  resided  in  the  castle ;  but 
I  found  it  to  be  so  desolate  and  comfortless  that  I 
left  it  immediately,  taking  with  me  the  sheikh  Mesaud 
and  a  shoush  named  Ibrahim  Tubbdt,  in  order  to  view 
the  Kala  or  Gellkh,  a  very  conspicuous  object,  visible 
even  from  the  sea.  Keeping  along  the  western  side 
of  the  village,  which  consists  of  from  300  to  400 
cottages*  built  of  stone,  and  occupies  a  gentle  slope 
towards  the  south,  the  highest  point  of  which,  near 
the  mosque,  is  1250  feetf  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  we  reached  a  pleasant  little  hollow  adorned  with 
gardens,  which  being  fenced  with  hedges  of  the  Indian 

*  The  quarter  of  the  village  nearest  to  the  castle  is  principallj 
inhabited  by  Jews. 

f  The  elevation  of  this  place  was  determined  by  Lieutenant 
(now  Rear- Admiral)  Smyth,  in  1819. 
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fig-tree,  rendered  the  spot  extremely  picturesque. 
From  hence  we  ascended  the  naked  calcareous  emi- 
nence, from  the  top  of  which  the  fortress  overlooks 
a  great  extent  of  country.  Going  round  its  de- 
molished walls,  from  east  to  west,  I  was  able  to 
descry  and  to  take  the  bearings  of  a  great  number  of 
villages  belonging  to  the  district  of  Meselldta,  some 
of  them  peeping  out  of  olive-groves,  others  distin- 
guishable only  by  the  smoke  rising  up  from  them. 

The  fortress  itself  is  evidently  a  work  not  of  Mo- 
hammedans, but  of  Europeans,  and  was  most  probably 
constructed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  first  half  of  the 
16th  century.  It  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  triangle^ 
one  side  of  which,  running  N.W.  and  S.E.,  measures 
about  108  yards ;  another,  running  E.N.E.  and  W.S.  W., 
measures  78^  yards,  and  the  third,  S.  5  W.  and  N.  5E., 
106J  yards.  At  the  comer  between  the  first  and  the 
second  wall,  is  a  polygonal  bastion;  between  the 
second  and  third  a  round  bastion,  and  a  small  one 
also  between  the  third  and  the  first  wall.  Descend- 
ing from  the  fortress,  I  went  with  Mesaiid  through 
the  village,  the  dwellings  of  which  are  built  in  a 
much  better  style  than  is  usual  in  the  regency.  It 
is  also  stated  that,  in  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the 
country,  its  inhabitants  enjoy  some  degree  of  wealth, 
and  that  the  market  is  well  supplied. 

I  rose  at  an   early  hour,    in   order   to    Thoyg^ij^- 
continue  my  route,   and   entered   a  very  F«brawy  2i8t 
pleasant  country,  rendered  more  agreeable  in  appear- 
ance by  the  fineness  of  the  morning.    Winding  along 
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through  hilly  Slopes  covered  with  luxuriant  corn- 
fields and  wide-spreading  olive-trees,  we  reached  at 
half-past  eight  o'clock  an  interesting  group  of  ruins 
consisting  of  immense  blocks,  and  amongst  them 
one  like  the  flat  quadrangular  stones  represented 
above,  but  having  on  its  surface,  besides  the  little 
channel,  a  large  hole ;  also  a  block  of  extraordinary 
dimensions,  representing  a  double  altar  of  the  curious 
massive  sort  described  above.  Close  to  these  remark- 
able ruins,  in  a  fine  corn-field,  is  a  small  castle, 
situated  upon  a  natural  base  of  rock,  in  which  sub- 
terranean vaults  have  been  excavated  in  a  very 
regular  way.  Towards  the  south,  at  the  distance 
of  about  half  an  hour's  march,  the  large  castle  of 
Amdmre  rises  into  view.  We  then  reached  the  fine 
plantation  of  Rumfyeh,  while  on  a  hill  to  the  left  lie 
other  scattered  ruins. 

We  met  a  good  many  people  going  to  the  Thursday 
market  at  Kiisabdt.  Further  on,  near  another  little 
grove,  we  found  a  small  encampment  of  the  Jehaw4t, 
a  tribe  which  claims  the  possession  of  this  whole  dis- 
trict. We  then  passed  a  castle  irregularly  built  of 
large  square  stones  about  twelve  yards  square.  Having 
crossed  a  hollow,  we  obtained  a  good  view  over  the 
country,  in  which  the  "  Merkeb  Said-n-*Ali  (the  most 
advanced  spur  of  this  chain  towards  the  coast)  formed 
a  distinguished  point,  while  we  had  already  reached 
the  last  low  breaks  of  the  mountain-country  towards 
the  east.  Meanwhile  the  greater  dimensions  of  the 
ruins  remind  the  traveller  that  he  is  approaching  the 
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famous  remains  of  Leptis.  I  found  here,  a  little  to 
the  right  of  our  path,  near  a  Bed  win  encampment,  the 
ruins  of  a  temple  of  large  proportions,  called  Sanem 
ben  Hameddn,  and  of  rather  curious  arrangement, 
the  front,  which  faces  the  north  and  recedes  several 
feet  from  the  side-walls,  being  formed  by  double 
ranges  of  enormous  stones  standing  upright  —  they 
can  scarcely  be  called  pilasters, — ^while  the  inner  part 
is  ornamented  with  columns  of  the  Ionic  order.  The 
whole  building  is  about  40  paces  long,  and  36  broad ; 
but  the  architectural  merit  of  its  details  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  repay  the  trouble  of  exact  measurements. 
About  a  thousand  yards  further  on,  to  the  east,  are 
the  ruins  of  another  still  larger  monument,  measuring 
about  77  paces  in  every  direction,  and  called  by  the 
Arabs  Kasr  Kerker.  It  has  several  compartments 
in  the  interior — three  chambers  lying  opposite  to  the 
entrance,  and  two  other  larger  ones  on  the  east  side. 
Nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  whole  building,  there  is  a 
large  square  stone  like  those  mentioned  above,  but 
having  on  one  of  its  narrow  sides  a  curious  sculpture 
in  relief. 


The  camels  having  been  allowed  to  go  on,  I 
hastened  after  them  with  my  shoush  as  fast  as 
my  donkey  could  trot,   and  passed  several  sites  of 
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ancient  villages  or  castles^  and  numerous  fine  hollows 
with  luxuriant  olive-trees.  I  scarcely  ever  remem- 
ber to  have  seen  such  beautiful  trees.  The  country 
continues  undulating,  with  fertile  hollows  or  depres- 
sions. We  reached  the  camels  at  Wadi  Lebda,  which 
I  found  perfectly  dry. 

Close  to  our  left  we  had  cultivated  ground  and 
ruins.  Near  the  sea-shore,  the  spacious  and  pleasant 
site  of  Leptis  spread  out  on  the  meadow-land,  while 
a  little  further  on  rose  a  small  ridge,  on  the  top 
of  which  is  situated  the  village  Khurbet  Hammdm. 
After  we  had  passed  a  pleasant  little  hollow,  the  plain 
became  for  a  while  overgrown  with  thick  clusters  of 
bushes ;  but  on  reaching  the  plantation  of  Swail,  an 
almost  uninterrupted  line  of  villages  stretched  along 
the  sdhel  (sea-shore)  amid  corn-fields  and  groves  of 
olive  and  date-trees.  According  to  my  shoush,  a  great 
deal  of  com  is  cultivated  also  in  the  valleys  behind 
this  plain;  and  numerous  well-trodden  paths  were 
seen  leading  from  the  sahel  into  the  hilly  country 
on  its  southern  side.  After  plentiful  rains,  this  part 
of  the  plain  is  inundated  by  the  waters  of  the  Wadi 
Bonddri,  which  is  called  after  the  general  name  of 
the  low  range  bordering  the  plain.  Having  passed 
several  little  villages  of  the  sdhel,  and  paid  my  due 
tribute  of  veneration  to  "  el  Dekh^le  '^  (the  oldest 
and  tallest  palm-tree  in  the  whole  district),  a  little 
before  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  reached  the 
village  called  Zawiya  Feijdni,  where  we  pitched  our 
tent  in  the  stubble-field  near  a  date-grove,  and  rested 
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from   our  pleasant  day's  march,  experiencing  hos- 
pitable treatment  from  our  hosts.* 

The  country  hereabouts  is  regarded  as  tolerably 
healthy,  but  'Abd  e'  Saade,  a  village  a  little  further 
eastward,  has  suffered  greatly  from  malignant  fevers, 
which  are  attributed  to  the  unwholesomeness  of  the 
waters  of  the  Wadi  Kadm,  as  I  noticed  on  my  for- 
mer journey  t;  hence  the  population  has  become 
rather  thin,  and  industry  has  declined.  At  some 
distance  from  the  wadi,  cultivation  ceases  entirel}^, 
and,  instead  of  groves  and  gardens,  a  wide  and  wild 
field  of  disorder  and  destruction  meets  the  eye. 
This  rivulet,  which  is  identical  with  the  Cinyps, 
was  in  great  vogue  with  the  ancients,  who  knew  how 
to  control  and  regulate  its  occasional  impetuosity. 
Immense  walls,  which  they  constructed  as  barriers 
against  destructive  inundations,  remain  to  testify 
to  their  activity  and  energy.  Of  these  one  group, 
forming  a  whole  system  of  dikes,  some  transverse, 
some  built  in  the  form  of  a  semi-circle,  is  seen  near 
the  spot,  where  a  beautiful  subterranean   aqueduct 


*  The  inhabitants  of  the  Sdhel  in  general,  and  those  of  Zliten 
and  Masrdta  in  particular,  are  more  attached  to  the  Turks 
than  almost  any  other  tribe  of  the  regency ;  they  would  ratlier  be 
subjected  to  a  foreign  power,  than  suffer  oppression  from  their 
own  brethren  the  Gedadefa  and  other  tribes  in  the  valleys  of  the 
interior.  Hence,  in  the  revolution  in  1855,  they  remained  faithful 
to  the  Turks ;  and  a  good  many  of  them  were  killed  in  the  first 
battle  between  the  Turks  and  the  rebel  chief  Ghoma. 

t  Wanderings  along  the  Coasts  of  the  Mediterranean,  vol.  i. 
p.  317. 

VOL.  I.  G 
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which  supplied  Leptia  issues  from  the  wadi ;  another 
enormous  wall,  650  yards  long,  and  from  4  to  4^  yards 
thick,  stands  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  higher 
up  the  valley.  But  with  the  details  of  all  these 
works,  though  to  me  they  appeared  so  interesting 
that  I  measured  them  with  tolerable  exactness,  I 
will  not  detain  the  reader,  but  shall  hasten  to  carry 
him  back  to  Tripoli. 

Having  started  in  the  afternoon  from  the  mouth  of 
the  wadi,  I  re-entered  Zawiya  *Abd  el  Feijdni  from 
the  rear,  but  finding  that  my  people  had  gone  on  to 
Leptis,  I  followed  them,  after  a  little  delay,  by  the  way 
of  Wadi  Siik,  where  every  Thursday  a  market  is  held 
("Siik  el  khamis,"  a  name  applied  by  Captain,  now 
Rear-Admiral,  Smyth  to  the  neighbouring  village), 
and  then  over  the  open  meadow-plain,  having  the 
blue  sea  on  my  right,  and  came  up  with  my  people 
just  as  they  were  about  to  pitch  my  tent  at  the  foot 
of  an  enormous  staircase  leading  to  some  undefined 
monument  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  ancient  city  of 
Leptis. 

During  the  forenoon  I  was  busily  em- 

Febniaiy28id.         ,  ,  .  ""  ,.  ^.        .  / 

ployed  in  a  second  mvestigation  of  some 
of  the  ruins  of  Leptis,  which  have  been  so  well 
described  and  illustrated  by  Admiral  Smyth.  Near 
the  small  creek  called  Mirsd  Legdtah,  and  a  little 
east  of  the  chapel  of  the  Merdbet  ben  Sheha,  a  small 
castle  has  been  lately  built  by  the  Turks,  about  a 
hundred  paces  square.  It  has  quite  a  handsome 
look  with  its  pinnacles  and  small  bastions. 
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Leaving  the  site  of  this  celebrated  city,  we  pro- 
ceeded early  in  the  afternoon,  through  a  diver- 
sified hilly  country,  till  we  reached  the  high  hill  or 
mount  of  Merkeb*  Skid-n-'Ali,  which  is  visible  from  a 
great  distance.  This  I  ascended  in  order  to  cor- 
rect some  of  my  positions,  particularly  that  of  el 
Gellah  in  Mesell^ta,  but  found  the  wind  too  violent. 
Passing  an  undulating  country,  over-grown  with  the 
freshest  green,  and  affording  ample  pastures  to  the 
herds  of  numerous  Arab  encampments,  I  pitched  my 
tent  near  a  small  dowar  of  the  Beni  Jehem|,  who 
treated  us  hospitably  with  sour  milk  and  bazin. 

The  country  continued  varied,  hill  and 

_    ,  _.*'  ,         .  -  ,  -      February 24th. 

dale  stfcceedmg  each  other;  but  beyond 
Kasr  Aldhum  (an  irregular  building  of  a  late  age),  it 
became  more  rough  and  difficult,  especially  near  the 
steep  descent  called  Negdsi.  Soon  after  this  we  de- 
scended into  the  plain,  not  far  from  the  seashore,  where 
we  crossed  several  flat  valleys.  From  the  Wadi  Bii 
JefdraJ,  where  a  smail  caravan  going  from  Zliten  to 
the  town  overtook  us,  a  monotonous  plain,  called 
Gwaea  mta  Gummdta,  extends  to  the  very  foot  of 
the  slope  of  MeselUta.  ^   Having  traversed  the  desolate 

*  Merkeb  means  here  "  the  high  seat." 

f  This  tribe  does  not  seem  habitually  to  frequent  this  district, 
the  indigenous  name  of  which  is  Khoms.  The  principal  tribes  of 
this  stock,  named  to  me,  were  as  follows :  viz.  the  Sambdra,  the 
Shuwaig,  Ziad4t,  Legdta,  Shekh&tra,  Driiga,  Argub  Jehawdt, 
and  Swaid. 

I  Smjth's  Benzb&rah,  which  he  seems  to  have  confounded  in 
some  degree  with  Wadi  Terfiggurt 
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zone  called  el  Mita  rata  Teniggurt,  whence  may  be 
descried  the  "  liglah "  near  the  shore,  the  residence 
of  my  old  friend  the  sheikh  Khalifa  bA-Ruffa,  we 
reached  the  broad  and  rock-bound  valley  Teniggurt 
itself,  probably  the  most  perfect  wadi  which  this  part 
of  the  coast  exhibits.  To  my  great  satisfaction  I 
met  Overweg  at  the  Kasr  Jefdra. 

K.  Jefdra  is  also  called  KarabiUi,  from  the  name  of 
a  Mamliik  who,  in  the  time  of  Yusuf  Basha,  built 
here  a  sort  of  convent  or  chapel.  It  is  rather  a 
"  funduk,"  or  caravanserai,  than  a  "  kasr,"  or  castle, 
and  the  gates  are  always  left  open ;  but  its  situation 
is  important,  and  it  is  the  residence  of  a  judge  or 
kaid.  A  battle  between  Gh6ma  and  the  Turks  was 
fought  in  1855  at  no  great  distance  from  it.  The 
country  around  is  a  monotonous  plain,  enlivened 
only  by  three  small  clusters  of  palm-trees  towards 
the  north.  The  following  morning  we  proceeded, 
and  encamped  on  the  eastern  side  of  Wadi  Rami. 
On  Tuesday  we  returned  to  ^Tripoli  well  satisfied 
with  our  little  excursion,  and  convinced  that  the 
Regency  of  Tripoli  is  not  by  any  means  so  poor  and 
miserable  as  it  is  generally  believed  to  be. 
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DEPABTURE  FOH  THE  INTEBIOR. ARRIVAL  AT   MIZDA. — REMAINS 

OF  A  CHRISTIAN  CHITRCH. 

Meanwhile  the  instruments  provided  by  Govern- 
ment had  arrived,  and  proved  in  general  well  adapted 
for  their  purposes.*  But  the  tents  and  arms  had 
not  yet  reached  us ;  and  I  thought  it  better  to  provide 
a  strong,  spacious,  and  low  tent,  which,  even  after 
the  Government  tents  arrived,  did  not  prove  super- 
fluous, although  perhaps  rather  too  heavy.  All  tents 
intended  for  travellers  in  hot  climates  should  be  well 
lined,  and  not  high.  Those  which  we  received  were 
quite  unfit  for  the  country  whither  we  were  going, 
and  while  they  were  so  light  that  they  could  hardly 
withstand  a  strong  blast  of  wind,  they  scarcely  ex- 
cluded the  sun,  particularly  after  a  little  wear  and 

*  Unfortunatelj  the  minimum  and  maximum  thermometers 
were  so  deranged  that  Mr.  Overweg  was  unable  to  repair  them. 
We  h^d  no  barometer,  and  the  only  aneroid  barometer  with  which 
we  had  been  provided,  and  which  had  been  under  the  care  of  my 
companion,  was  damaged  on  our  first  excursion ;  so  that  nothing  was 
left;  to  us  but  to  find  the  elevation  of  places  by  the  boiling-point  of 
water.  I  will  here  mention,  for  the  use  of  future  travellers,  that 
I  always  wore  not  only  my  azimuth,  but  even  my  chronometer  in 
my  belt)  and  found  this  an  excellent  precaution  against  accidents 
of  any  kind. 

o  3 
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tear.  All  the  tents  ought  also  to  have  top- ropes, 
which  can  alone  secure  them  in  a  tornado  such  as 
are  common  in  those  climates.  Mr.  Richardson  was 
soon  obliged  to  provide  himself  with  another  tent,  so 
that  in  the  course  of  our  journey  we  had  altogether 
five  tents,  but  generally  pitched  only  two,  or,  where 
we  encamped  for  a  greater  length  of  time,  four. 

Mr.  Overweg  and  I  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  the 
secession  of  our  black  servant  Ibrahim,  who  might 
have  proved  of  great  service  to  us  in  the  interior,  as 
he  spoke  the  B6rnu  and  Bagrimma  languages,  and 
had  himself  wandered  about  a  good  deal  in  those  little- 
known  districts  between  Mdndard  and  Bagirmi.  But 
he  declared  that  he  could  not  remain  in  our  service 
along  with  our  servant  Mohammed  ben  BelAl,  the  son 
of  a  liberated  G6ber  slave,  who  was  a  very  clever  but 
unscrupulous  and  haughty  fellow,  and  bore  the 
character  of  a  libertine.  But  another  cause  of  de- 
tention was  the  protest  of  his  wives,  who  would  not 
allow  him  to  go  unless  he  divorced  them.  We  tried 
every  means  of  settling  the  matter,  but  without  suc- 
cess ;  so  that  we  had  only  two  servants,  one  of  whom, 
Mohammed  e'  Zintdni,  the  lad  I  have  mentioned 
before,  would  certainly  not  go  further  than  Fezzan. 

At  length  all  was  ready  for  our  outset,  except  the 
boat,  which  caused  Mr.  Richardson  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  as  it  had  been  divided  in  Malta  into  two 
pieces  instead  of  four.  I  proposed  that  we  should 
pitch  our  tents  for  some  days  at  *Ain  Zdra,  in  order 
that  we  might  be  duly  seasoned  for  our  long  journey. 
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I  would  advise  every  traveller,  who  would  calculate 
upon  all  the  means  of  ensuring  success,  to  adopt  a 
similar  course.  A  few  days'  stay  in  his  tent  will 
familiarize  hira  with  the  little  store  which  is  hence- 
forward to  form  his  principal,  if  not  his  only  re- 
source, and  will  enable  him  to  bear  the  heat  of  the 
sun  with  ease. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  March, 
1850,  when  Overweg  and  I,  seated  in  solemn  state 
upon  our  camels,  left  the  town  with  our  train,  pre- 
ceded by  the  consul,  Mr.  Crowe,  in  his  carriage,  by 
Mr.  Reade,  and  by  Mr.  Dickson  and  his  family,  of 
whom  we  took  a  hearty  leave  under  the  olive-trees 
near  Kasr  el  Haeni.  We  then  continued  our  route, 
and  in  fine  moonlight  pitched  our  tent  on  the  border 
of'AinZdra. 

This  locality  takes  its  name  from  a  broad  swampy 
hollow  or  depression  to  the  south,  thickly  overgrown 
with  reeds  and  rushes.  At  present  no  one  lives 
in  it;  the  wells  are  filled  up  with  earth,  and  the 
date-trees,  cared  for  by  nobody,  are  partly  over- 
whelmed by  the  sand  which  has  accumulated  in  large 
mounds.  Still  it  is  an  attractive  spot,  having  just 
a  little  of  cultivation  and  a  little  of  sandy  waste. 
A  few  olive-trees  spread  their  fresh  cool  shade  over 
a  green  meadow,  forming  a  very  pleasant  resting- 
place.  It  was  at  this  very  spot  that,  in  August 
1855,  on  my  joyful  return,  I  again  met  Mr.  Reade 
the  vice-consul,  and  passed  a  night  there. 

Here  we  remained  encamped  till  Friday  the  29th. 

Q  4 
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In  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  Mr.  Frederic  Warrington, 
who  wished  to  escort  us  for  a  few  days,  came  out, 
accompanied  by  the  American  consul  Mr.  Gaines,  and 
brought  us  the  satisfactory  news,  that  on  the  follow- 
ing Friday  Mr.  Richardson  would  move  from  the  town, 
and  that  we  should  meet  him  at  Mejenin.  I  and  my 
countryman  required  eight  camels  for  our  luggage, 
besides  the  two  which  we  rode  ourselves,  and  which 
were  our  own.  I  should  have  preferred  having  a 
donkey  for  myself,  as  it  would  have  enabled  me  to 
go  with  ease  wherever  I  liked ;  but  in  Tripoli  there 
are  no  donkeys  strong  enough  for  such  a  journey, 
and  a  horse,  including  the  carriage  of  barley  and 
water  for  him,  was  too  expensive  for  the  means  then 
placed  at  my  disposal.  But  I  had  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  procure  an  excellent  Arab  camel  of  the  renowned 
breed  of  the  Bii-Saef,  which  was  my  faithful  com- 
panion as  far  as  Kiikawa ;  and  Mr.  Warrington  had 
made  me  a  present  of  a  handsome  Ghadamsi  saddle 
or  basiir,  with  pillows  and  Stambiili  carpet,  so  that  I 
was  comfortably  mounted. 

Friday,  After  a  great  deal  of  trouble  (the  camel- 

March29th.  (Jriycrs  and  our  men  being  as  yet  unac- 
customed to  our  unwieldy  luggage),  we  at  length 
succeeded  in  making  a  start.  After  leaving  the 
olive-trees  and  the  little  palm-grove  of  'Ain  Zdra, 
we  very  soon  entered  deep  sand-hills,  which  shel- 
tered us  from  the  strong  wind;  and  after  more 
than  two  hours  we  came  upon  pasture-grounds, 
which  furnished  our  camels  with  a  variety  of  herbs 
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and  graminecB,  such  as  the  shade,  the  shedide,  and 
various  others  unknown  to  me.  The  progress  of  an 
Arab  caravan  (where  the  camels  march  each  after 
its  own  inclination,  straying  to  the  right  and  to  the 
left,  nipping  here  a  straw,  and  there  browsing  on  a 
bush)  must  be  rather  slow  in  districts  where  the 
stubborn  animal  finds  abundance  of  food.  This  way 
of  proceeding  is  extremely  tedious  and  fatiguing  to 
the  rider ;  and  to  obviate  it  the  Tawdrek,  the  T^b, 
and  the  people  in  the  interior  fasten  all  the  camels 
one  behind  the  other.  Owing  to  our  slow  progress, 
the  sun  was  almost  setting  when  we  overtook  Mr. 
Warrington,  who  had  pitched  his  tent  on  a  fine  pas- 
ture-ground near  Bir  Sb^ea.  The  last  hour  and  a 
half's  ride  from  the  well  Jendwa  lay  along  well- 
cultivated  and  flourishing  corn-fields  extending  along 
the  narrow  wadi  of  Mejenin*,  and  intermingled  with 
a  rich  profusion  of  flowers,  principally  the  beautiful 
blue  "  khobb^s." 

Having  indulged  for  some  hours  in  the  Saturday, 
quiet  enjoyment  of  a  fine  morning  and  an  ^^^  ^'^• 
open  green  country,  I  went  with  the  shoush  to  look 
after  Mr.  Kichardson's  party.  After  an  hour's  ride 
through  luxuriant  corn-fields,  and  pasture-grounds 
enlivened  by  the  horses  of  the  Turkish  cavalry,  we 
found  Mukni,  the  sailor,  and  all  Mr.  Richardson's 
baggage ;  but  he  himself  had  not  yet  come  up.     I 


•  The  place  probably  derives  its  name  from  the  Ruta  tuber* 
culata^  "  Mejnfneh." 
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could  not  persuade  the  people  to  remove  to  our  en* 
campment ;  so  I  returned,  after  having  paid  a  visit 
to  the  binbdsha  of  the  cavalry,  who  had  been  sta- 
tioned here  for  the  last  seventeen  years.  He  had 
contrived  to  procure  himself  a  cool  retreat  from  the 
sultry  hours,  by  forming  a  regular  tank,  about  two 
feet  and  a  half  square,  in  the  midst  of  his  tent,  and 
keeping  it  always  full  of  water. 

In  the  afternoon  I  made  a  long  excursion  with  my 
Zintdni  through  the  plain,  beyond  the  chapel  of  Sidi 
Bargiib,  in  order  to  buy  a  sheep;  but  though  the 
flocks  were  numerous,  none  of  the  shepherds  would 
sell,  as  pasturage  was  abundant  and  everyone  had 
what  he  wanted.  In  1846,  when  I  first  visited  the 
regency,  the  people  were  starving,  and  selling  their 
camels  and  everything  they  possessed  to  procure 
food. 

Sunday,  ^^SSY  'VTeathcr  indicated  that  rain  was 

March  81st  approachiug ;  and  just  in  time  Mr. 
Richardson  with  his  party  arrived,  and  pitched  his 
enormous  lazaretto  tent  opposite  our  little  encamp- 
ment. Mr.  Reade  also  had  come  from  the  town, 
in  order  to  settle,  if  possible,  the  misunderstand- 
ing with  our  servant  Mohammed,  and  see  us  off. 
It  is  an  agreeable  duty  for  me  to  acknowledge  the 
many  services  which  this  gentleman  rendered  us 
during  our  stay  in  Tripoli.  Our  whole  party  was 
detained  here  the  following  day  by  the  heavy  rains ; 
and  Overweg  and  I  were  happy  to  get  hold  of  the 
black  servant  of  the  ferocious  pseudo-sherif  mentioned 
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by  Mr.  Richardson,  when  that  troublesome  fellow  was 
sent  back  to  town,  as  we  were  much  in  want  of  an- 
other servant. 

We  fidrly  set  out  on  our  expedition. 
The  country  became  more  diversified  as 
we  approached  the  defile  formed  by  the  Bdtes  and 
Smaera,  two  advanced  posts  of  the  moimtaiuK^hain, 
while  the  varied  forms  of  the  latter,  in  high  cones 
and  deep  abrupt  valleys,  formed  an  interesting  back- 
ground. But  the  country  hereabouts  is  cultivated 
with  less  care  than  Wadi  Mejenin ;  and  the  ground 
being  more  stony,  presents  of  course  more  obstacles 
than  the  latter,  while  both  districts  are  inhabited  by 
the  same  tribes,  viz.  the  Urgltat  and  the  Akdra. 
Even  here,  however,  in  the  circle  formed  by  the  sur* 
rounding  heights,  was  a  fine  extent  of  plain  covered 
with  corn-fields.  Just  at  the  entrance  of  the  pass 
there  is  a  well,  where  the  road  divides ;  and  after  a 
little  consultation,  we  took  the  western  branch,  as 
our  people  feared  that  on  the  eastern  we  should  not 
find  water  before  night.  Changing,  therefore,  our 
direction,  we  seemed  awhile  to  keep  off  entirely  from 
the  mountain-range  till  we  reached  the  wide  but  very 
rugged  and  rocky  Wadi  Haera,  which  it  was  our 
object  to  reach  at  this  spot,  in  order  to  fill  our 
water-skins  from  the  pools  formed  by  the  rains. 
The  wadi,  indeed,  looked  as  if  it  sometimes  bore  in 
its  floods  a  powerful  body  of  water ;  and  a  consider- 
able dike  had  been  constructed  in  the  early  times 
of  the  Arabs,  extending  for  two  hundred  paces  from 
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the  wadi  eastward;  but  it  has  fallen  to   ruin,  and 
the  path  leads  now  through  the  breach. 

Resuming  our  march,  after  a  good  deal  of  delay, 
we  turned  sharp  off  towards  the  mountains,  and  at 
an  early  hour  encamped  on  a  very  pleasant  spot 
adorned  with  numerous  sidr-trees  (Rhamnus  Naheca) ; 
but  instead  of  enjoying  it  in  quiet,  Overweg  and  I 
felt  disposed  to  direct  our  steps  towards  a  hill  called 
Fulije,  about  half  an  hour's  walk  eastward,  which 
promised  to  be  a  convenient  point  for  obtaining  cor- 
rect angles  of  the  prominent  features  of  the  chain, 
and  proved  to  be  so  in  reality.  Having  executed  this 
task,  therefore,  we  returned  to  our  companions  well 
satisfied,  and  spent  the  evening  in  the  comfortable  tent 
of  Mr.  Warrington.  We  had  now  reached  the  slope 
of  the  chain,  where  some  of  our  people  supposed  that 
the  boat  would  cause  difficulties;  but  it  could  not 
well  do  so  after  being  cut  into  quarters,  which  fitted 
to  the  sides  of  the  camels  rather  better  than  the  large 
quadrangular  boxes.  The  most  troublesome  parts  were 
the;  long  oars  and  poles,  which  caused  the  camel 
much  exhaustion  and  fatigue,  by  constantly  swaying 
backwards  and  forwards. 

The  ground,  soon  after  we  had  started  the  next 
morning,  became  stony,  and,  at  three  miles'  distance, 
very  rugged  and  intersected  by  a  number  of  dry 
watercourses.  The  landscape  was  enlivened  not  only 
by  oar  own  caravan,  composed  of  so  many  hetero- 
geneous elements,  but  also  by  some  other  parties  who 
happened  to  be  coming  down  the  slope:  first,  the 
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Kaimakdm  of  the  J^bel,  then  a  slave  caravan,  con- 
sisting  of  about  sixty  of  these  poor  creatures,  of 
whom  the  younger,  at  least,  seemed  to  take  a  cheerful 
interest  in  the  varied  features  of  the  country.  The 
Wadi  Bii  Gheldn,  where  the  ascent  commences,  is 
here  and  there  adorned  with  clusters  of  date-trees.  In 
about  an  hour  the  first  camels  of  our  party  reached  the 
terrace  of  Benl'Abbds ;  and  till  the  whole  had  accom- 
plished the  ascent,  I  had  leisure  to  dismount  from  my 
tractable  Bii-saefi,  and  to  sit  down  quietly  under  a  fine 
olive-tree  near  the  chapel  of  the  Merdbet  Sdmes, 
watching  them  as  they  came  up  one  by  one,  and 
cheered  by  the  conviction  that  the  expedition  was 
at  length  in  full  train.  The  country  was  here  hilly, 
and  the  path  often  very  narrow  and  deeply  cut  in 
the  marly  soil.  Further  on,  Overweg  and  I,  toge- 
ther  with  our  shoush,  turned  off  a  little  to  the  right 
from  the  great  caravan-road,  and,  passing  through 
fine  corn-fields  interspersed  with  flowers  of  different 
kinds,  reached  the  village  Gwdsem,  lying  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  eastern  foot  of  Mount  Tekiit,  where 
we  were  treated  with  sour  milk  by  a  friend  of  our 
companions.  When  we  had  overtaken  our  caravan, 
I  found  time  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Roman  sepul- 
chre*, and  ascertained  that  the  base  measured  24  ft. 
in  every  direction,  the  principal  body  of  the  monu- 
ment, containing  the  sepulchral  chamber,  having 
fallen  in  entirely.     From  this  point  we  began  to 

•  See  above,  p.  45. 
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ascend  the  second  terrace,  and  reached  the  level  of 
the  plateau  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
country  had  now  a  much  more  interesting  appearance 
than  when  I  was  here  two  months  before,  being  at  pre- 
sent all  covered  with  green  corn.  Having  started  in 
the  direction  of  the  castle,  we  descended,  a  little  be- 
fore reaching  it,  along  the  shelving  ground  towards 
Wadi  Rummdna,  and  encamped  on  the  spot  where 
the  troups  usually  bivouac. 

Here  we  remained  the  following  day,  when,  in 
order  to  settle  formally  the  demands  of  our  camel- 
drivers,  we  had  all  our  things  accurately  weighed 
by  the  officials  of  the  castle.  The  little  market 
did  not  grow  busy  till  ten  o'clock.  The  chief  ar- 
ticles for  sale  were  three  head  of  cattle,  one  camel, 
some  sheep  and  goats,  a  few  water-skins,  some  bar- 
ley,  a  few  eggs,  and  sandals;  but  at  noon  it  was 
moderately  thronged.  In  the  afternoon  we  paid  a 
visit  to  several  subterranean  dwellings,  but  were  dis- 
appointed in  not  getting  access  into  an  entirely  new 
structure  of  this  kind,  formed  of  a  much  harder  sort 
of  clay.  Our  cheerful  friend  Mr.  Warrington,  in  order 
to  treat  our  party  before  he  separated  from  it  for  a 
length  of  time  which  nobody  could  foresee,  got  an 
immense  bowl  of  kuskus  prepared,  seasoned  in  the 
most  savoury  manner;  and  our  whole  party  long 
indulged  in  the  remembrance  of  this  delicate  dish 
as  a  luxury  beyond  reach.  The  site  of  our  encamp- 
ment was  most  pleasant:  below  us  the  wadi,  rich 
with  varied  vegetation ;  while  towards  the  north  the 
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Tekiit,  with  its  regularly-shaped  crater  towering 
proudly  over  the  lower  eminences  around»  formed  a 
most  interesting  object. 

Though   busy   at  an   early  hour,   we       ^^ 
did  not  get  off  till  late ;  for  many  things     ^^  ^^ 
were  still  to  be  settled  here.      We  separated  from 
Mr.  Warrington ;  and  of  the  three  travellers  I  was 
the  only  one  whom  he  was  ever  to  see  again. 

Our  path  was  at  first  very  winding,  as  we  had  to 
turn  round  the  deep  indentation  of  the  Wadi  Rum- 
mana,  after  which  it  took  a  straighter  course,  pass- 
ing through  several  villages,  with  their  respective 
olive-groves,  till  we  reached  Bu  Sriy&n,  where  the 
cultivation  of  the  olive-tree  ceased  entirely  for  some 
distance,  and  the  country  became  more  open.  Here 
we  made  another  considerable  deviation  from  our 
southerly  direction,  and  followed  a  wide  valley 
with  much  cultivated  ground.  Having  reached  the 
village  S^msa,  situated  upon  an  eminence  to  our  right, 
we  turned  off  eastward  into  a  very  pleasant  ravine 
with  an  olive-grove,  and  then  began  the  steep  ascent 
towards  the  height  Kuleba*,  which  forms  the  passage 
over  this  southern  crest  of  the  plateau.  While  the 
camels  in  long  rows  moved  slowly  onwards,  with  their 
heavy  loads,  on  the  narrow  and  steep  rocky  path,  I, 
allowing  my  camel  to  follow  the  rest,  ascended 
directly  to  the  village,  which  is  situated  round  the 

•  "  Kuleba,**  or  "  kelAba,"  is  a  term  of  frequent  occurrence  in 
these  districts  for  a  high  mountain-top.  In  some  respects  it  seems 
to  be  identical  with  the  term  ^^  thnije,"  used  in  other  districts. 
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eastern  slope,  and  is  still  tolerably  well  inhabited, 
although  many  a  house  has  fallen  to  ruin;  for  it 
has  a  considerable  extent  of  territory ;  and  owing  to 
its  situation  as  the  southernmost  point  of  Ghuridn, 
the  inhabitants  are  the  natural  carriers  and  agents 
between  the  northern  districts  and  the  desert.  On 
the  highest  crest,  commanding  the  village,  there 
was  formerly  a  castle;  but  it  has  been  destroyed 
by  the  Turks. 

Having  descended  a  little  into  the  barren  valley, 
we  encamped,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  the 
slope  of  the  western  hills,  near  the  last  scanty  olive- 
trees,  and  not  far  from  the  well,  from  which  we 
intended  to  take  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  to  last 
us  till  we  reached  Mizda.  While  our  people,  there- 
fore,  were  busy  watering  the  camels  and  filling  our 
water-skins,  Overweg  and  I,  accompanied  by  two  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  who  had  followed  us, 
ascended  a  conspicuous  mount,  Jebel  Toeshe,  the 
highest  in  the  neighbourhood,  on  the  top  of  which  a 
village  is  said  to  have  existed  in  former  times.  We 
took  several  angles ;  but  there  is  no  very  high  point 
about  Mizda  which  could  serve  as  a  landmark  in  that 
direction. 
satarday  ^^^  couutry  through  which  we  were 
Apru  6th.  marching,  along  irregular  valleys,  mostly  of 
limestone  formation,  exhibited  scattered  patches  of 
com  for  about  the  first  three  miles,  after  which 
almost  every  sign  of  cultivation  suddenly  ceased,  and 
the  "  Twel  elKham^r,"  stretching  from  N.W.  to  S.E., 
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about  two  miles  distant  on  the  right,  formed,  as  it 
were,  the  northern  boundary  of  the  naked  soil.  On 
its  slope  a  few  trees  of  the  kind  called  radiik  by  the 
Arabs  were  seen  from  the  distance.  We  then  entered 
desolate  stony  valleys,  fisimous  for  the  bloody  skir- 
mishes which  are  said  to  have  once  taken  place  there 
between  the  Urfilla  and  the  Weldd  Bii  S^f,  in  the 
time  of  *Abd  el  Jelil.  Refreshing,  therefore,  was  the 
aspect  of  Wadi  Ranne,  which,  extending  from  E.  to 
S.W.,  was  overgrown  with  green  herbage,  and  had 
two  wells. 

A  little  beyond,  near  the  hill,  or  rather  slope, 
called  Shabet  el  Kadim,  the  latter  part  of  which 
name  seems,  indeed,  to  have  some  reference  to  an- 
tiquity, we  found  the  first  Roman  milestone,  with 
the  inscription  now  effaced;  but  further  on,  Mr. 
Overweg,  who  went  on  foot  and  was  far  behind  the 
main  body  of  our  caravan,  succeeded  in  discovering 
some  milestones  with  inscriptions,  which  he  regretted 
very  much  not  being  able  to  show  to  me.  Here- 
abouts commences  the  region  of  the  batiim-tree, 
which,  with  the  fresh  green  of  its  foliage,  contributes 
a  good  deal  to  enliven  and  adorn  some  favoured  spots 
of  this  sterile,  gravelly  tract.  To  the  left  of  our 
path  were  some  remarkable  basaltic  cones,  starting 
up  from  the  calcareous  ridge.  The  ground  was  strewn 
with  numerous  flint-stones.  About  four  o'clock  p.m. 
I  went  to  look  at  a  curious  quadrangular  and  regu- 
larly-hewn stone,  three  feet  in  breadth  and  length, 
but   only   eight   inches   thick,   which  was  standing 
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upright  at  some  distance  from  the  caravan.  It  was 
evidently  meant  to  face  the  west;  but  no  trace  of 
an  inscription  was  to  be  seen.  About  a  mile  further 
on  we  encamped  at  the  foot  of  the  western  chain, 
which  rose  to  a  height  of  about  300  feet,  and  formed 
a  narrow  cleft  with  the  eastern  chain,  which  at  this 
point  closes  upon  it.  In  this  comer  (which  collects 
the  humidity  of  two  valleys),  besides  several  batdm- 
trees,  a  little  com  had  been  sown.  Panthers  are 
said  to  be  numerous  in  this  region. 

The  next  day  we  directed  our  march  towards  the 
pass,  crossing  the  dry  beds  of  several  small  torrents, 
and  a  broader  channel  bordered  by  plenty  of  batiim- 
trees.  After  an  hour's  march,  we  had  reached  the 
summit  of  the  pass,  which  now  began  to  widen,  the 
heights  receding  on  each  side,  and  a  more  distant 
range  bounding  the  view.  We  found  in  the  holes 
of  the  rocky  bottom  of  Wadi  Mezummlta,  which 
we  crossed  about  half-past  eight,  several  pools  of 
rain-water,  aflfording  us  a  most  refreshing  drink; 
but  it  was  quite  an  extra  treat,  owing  to  recent 
heavy  rains  which  had  fallen  here,  for  in  general 
the  traveller  cannot  rely  on  finding  water  in  this 
place.  The  ground  becoming  very  stony  and  rugged, 
our  progress  was  excessively  slow  —  not  above 
half  an  English  geographical  mile  in  seventeen 
minutes.  The  hills  on  our  right  displayed  to  the 
view  regular  layers  of  sandstone.  Another  long 
defile  followed,  which  at  length  brought  us  to  a 
plain  called  Wadi  Lilla,  encompassed  by  hills,  and 
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offering  several  traces  of  former  cultivation,  while 
other  traces,  further  on,  bore  testimony  to  the  indus- 
try of  the  Romans.  A  small  herd  of  goats,  and  the 
barking  of  a  dog,  showed  that  even  at  present  the 
country  is  not  wholly  deserted.  In  our  immediate 
neighbourhood  it  even  became  more  than  usually 
enlivened  by  the  passage  of  a  slave-caravan,  with 
twenty-five  camels  and  about  sixty  slaves,  mostly 
females. 

After  having  passed  a  small  defile,  we  at  length 
emerged  into  the  north-west  branch  of  the  valley  of 
Mizda,  called  here  Wadi  Ud6-Sherdb,  the  channel  of 
which  is  lined  with  a  considerable  number  of  batiim- 
trees.  Crossing  the  stony  bottom  of  this  plain,  after 
a  stretch  of  three  miles  more  we  reached  the  western 
end  of  the  oasis  of  Mizda,  which,  though  my  fancy 
had  given  it  a  greater  extent,  filled  me  with  joy  at 
the  sight  of  the  fine  fields  of  barley,  now  approaching 
maturity — the  crop,  owing  to  the  regular  irrigation, 
being  remarkably  uniform — while  the  grove  of  date- 
trees  encompassed  the  whole  picture  with  a  striking 
and  interesting  frame.  So  we  proceeded,  passing 
between  the  two  entirely-separated  quarters,  or  vil- 
lages, distinguished  as  the  upper,  "  el  f6k,"  and  the 
lower,  "  el  Utah,"  and  encamped  on  the  sandy  open 
space  a  little  beyond  the  lower  village,  near  a  well 
which  formerly  had  irrigated  a  garden.  People  going 
to  Tripoli  encamp  at  the  other  end  of  the  oasis,  as 
was  done  by  a  caravan  of  Ghadamsi  people  with 
slaves  from  Fezzdn,  on  the  following  day. 
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Miz(Ja,  most  probably  identical  with  the  eastern 
"  Musti  kome  "  of  Ptolemy,  appears  to  have  been  an 
ancient  settlement  of  the  indigenous  inhabitants  of 
North  Africa,  the  Berbers,  and  more  particularly  of 
a  family  or  tribe  of  them  called  "  Kuntardr,''  who 
even  at  present,  though  greatly  intermixed  with 
Arabs,  have  not  entirely  forgotten  their  Berber  idiom. 
The  oasis  lies  in  the  upper  part  of  Wadi  S6fejin,  or 
rather  a  branch  of  it,  stretching  out  from  S.W,  to 
N.E.,  which  has  in  some  parts  a  great  breadth.  The 
natural  advantage,  or  productive  principle,  of  the 
locality  seems  to  lie  in  the  circumstance  that  the 
humidity  carried  down  by  the  Wadi  SherAb  is  here 
arrested  by  a  hill,  and  absorbed  by  the  clayey  soil. 
This  hill  is  of  a  lengthened  form,  and  consists  en- 
tirely of  gypsum.  From  its  summit,  which  affords  the 
best  prospect  of  the  whole  locality,  I  made  a  view 
of  the  western  village ;  while  from  a  more  elevated 
height  further  west,  called  Madiim,  I  made  the  ac- 
companying sketch  of  the  whole  locality. 

The  wells  have  little  depth,  and  the  water  is  drawn 
to  the  surface  by  means  of  oxen ;  but  there  being  at 
present  only  three  specimens  of  this  precious  animal 
in  the  place,  the  wells  are  far  from  being  made  use  of 
to  the  extent  which  is  practicable  and  has  been  once 
practised,  as  may  be  concluded  from  the  pillars  which 
extend  to  a  considerable  distance  on  the  plain.  The 
town,  as  I  said,  consists  of  two  distinct  quarters  or 
villages,  of  which  the  western  one,  situated  at  the 
eastern  foot  of  the  hill,  is  by  far  the  larger ;  it  is 
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built  exactly  in  the   character   of  the   ksiir  of  the 
Algerian  Sahara,  with  high  round  towers  decreasing 


a  little  in  width  towards  the  upper  part,  and  fur- 
nished with  several  rows  of  loopholes.  The  wall, 
purposely  built  with  a  great  many  salient  and  re- 
tiring angles,  is  in  a  state  of  decay,  and  many  of 
the  houses  are  in  ruins;  but  the  village  can  still 
boast  a  hundred  full-grown  men  able  to  bear  arms. 
The  chief  of  this  village  always  resides  in  it,  while 
that  of  the  other  generally  lives  at  some  distance 
under  tents.  The  circumference  of  the  village,  to- 
gether with  the  palm-grove  attached  to  its  eastern 
side,  and  consisting  of  about  200  trees,  is  2260  paces. 
The  lower  or  south-eastern  village,  the  circum- 
ference of  which  is  600  paces,  is  separated  from  the 
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itself  is  on  the  general  level  of  the  plateau  ;  but  we 
obtained  a  fine  view  over  the  sea  of  heights  sur- 
rounding the  broad  valley  and  the  several  tributaries 
of  which  it  is  formed.  Night  was  setting  in,  and  we 
returned  to  our  tent. 

Having  heard  our  ZintAni  make  frequent  mention 
of  an  ancient  castle  with  numerous  sculptures,  and 
situated  at  no  great  distance,  I  resolved  to  visit  it, 
and  set  out  tolerably  early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th 
of  April,  accompanied  by  the  Arab  and  one  of  our 
shoushes. 

We  had  first  to  send  for  one  of  our  camels,  which 
was  grazing  at  about  three  miles'  distance,  in  the 
sandy  bottom  of  the  wadi  S.E.  from  our  encampment. 
It  was  only  on  this  occasion  that  I  became  aware  of 
the  exact  nature  of  the  valley  of  Mizda,  and  its  rela- 
tion to  the  Wadi  S6fejfn ;  for  we  did  not  reach  this 
latter  wadi  until  we  had  traversed  the  whole  breadth 
of  the  sandy  plain,  and  crossed  a  mountain-spur  along 
a  defile  called  Khurmet  bu  Mdtek,  at  the  distance  of 
at  least  eight  miles  from  our  encampment.  This  is  the 
famous  valley  mentioned,  in  the  11th  century,  by  the 
celebrated  Andalusian  geographer  El  Bekri*,  and  the 
various  produce  of  which  the  Arabs  of  the  present 
day  celebrate  in  song:  — 

r&s-M  e'  ttfn  fi  merjin 
u  wost-h4  bazfn 
ii  ghir-hk  ajin. 

*  There  cannot  be  the  least  doubt  that  this  valley  is  meant  in 
the  passage  cited  in  •*  Notices  et  Extraits,"  vol.  xii.  p.  453. ;  com- 
pare Journal  Asiatique^  s^rie  v.  torn.  i.  156. 
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Pigs  and  olive-trees  adorn  its  upper  part,  which  is 
said  to  stretch  out  as  far  as  Erhebdt,  a  district  one 
day  and  a  half  beyond  Zintdn ;  barley  is  cultivated 
in  its  middle  course,  while  wheat,  from  which  the 
favourite  dish  ajin  is  made,  is  grown  chiefly  in  its 
lower  part  near  Tawdrgha.  The  valley  seems  worthy 
of  better  fortune  than  that  to  which  it  is  reduced 
at  present;  for  when  we  marched  along  it,  where 
it  ran  S.  20  W.  to  N.  20  E.,  we  passed  ruins  of 
buildings  and  water-channels,  while  the  soil  exhibited 
evident  traces  of  former  cultivation.  I  listened  with 
interest  to  the  Zintdni,  who  told  me  that  the  valley 
produced  an  excellent  kind  of  barley,  and  that  the 
Kuntardr,  as  well  as  the  people  of  Zintdn,  his 
countrymen,  and  the  Weldd  Bii-S^f,  vied  with  each 
other  in  cultivating  it,  and,  in  former  times  at  least, 
had  often  engaged  in  bloody  contests  for  the  pro- 
prietorship of  the  ground.  When  I  expressed  my 
surprise  at  his  joining  the  name  of  his  countrymen 
with  those  of  the  other  tribes  hereabouts,  he  gave 
me  the  interesting  information  that  the  Zintdn  had 
been  the  first  and  most  powerful  of  all  the  tribes  in 
this  quarter  before  the  time  of  the  Turks,  and  held 
all  this  country  in  a  state  of  subjection.  Since  then 
their  political  power  and  influence  had  been  annihi- 
lated, but  they  had  obtained  by  other  means  right  of 
possession  in  Mizda  as  well  as  in  Ghariya,  and  still 
further,  in  the  very  heart  of  Fezzdn,  by  lending  the 
people  money  to  buy  com,  or  else  corn  in  kind,  and 
had  in  this  way  obtained  the  proprietorship  of  a  great 
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number  of  the  date-trees,  which  were  cultivated  and 
taken  care  of  by  the  inhabitants  for  a  share  of  the 
produce.  Formerly  the  people  of  Zintdn  were  in  pos- 
session of  a  large  castle,  where  they  stored  up  their 
provisions ;  but  since  the  time  of  the  Turkish  domi- 
nion, their  custom  has  been  to  bring  home  the  fruila 
of  their  harvests  only  as  they  want  them.  In  Wadi 
Shdti  we  were  to  meet  a  caravan  of  these  enterprising 
people. 

While  engaged  in  this  kind  of  conversation  we 
entered  a  smaller  lateral  valley  of  Wadi  S6fejin,  and 
reached  the  foot  of  a  projecting  hill  on  its  western 
side,  which  is  crowned  with  a  castle.     Here  it  was 


that  I  was   to   find   marvellous  ancient   sculptures 
and  drawings ;  but  I  soon  perceived  that  it  would  be 
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as  well  not  to  cherish  any  high  expectations.  The 
castle,  as  it  now  stands,  is  evidently  an  Arab  edifice 
of  an  early  period,  built  of  common  stones  hewn  with 
some  regularity,  and  set  in  horizontal  layers,  but  not 
all  of  the  same  thickness.  It  forms  almost  a  regular 
square,  and  contains  several  vaulted  rooms,  all  ar- 
ranged with  a  certain  degree  of  symmetry  and  regu- 
larity. But  while  we  pronounce  the  main  building 
to  be  Arab,  the  gateway  appears  to  be  evidently  of 
Roman  workmanship,  and  must  have  belonged  to 
some  older  edifice  which  the  Arab  chieftain  who 
built  this  castle  probably  found  in  the  place, —  a  con- 
jecture which  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  several  orna- 
mental fragments  lying  about. 

It  is  a  pity  that  we  know  so  little  of  the  domestic 
history  of  these  countries  during  the  period  of  the 
Arab  dynasties,  though  a  step  in  advance  has  been 
made  by  the  complete  publication  of  Ebn  Khaldiin's 
history;  else  we  should  regard  with  more  interest 
these  relics  of  their  days  of  petty  independence.  This 
castle,  as  well  as  another,  the  description  of  which  I 
shall  subjoin  here,  though  it  was  visited  some  days 
later,  is  called  after  a  man  named  Khafdji  'A&mer, 
who  is  said  to  have  been  a  powerful  chief  of  great 
authority  in  Tunis  no  less  than  in  Tardbolus  (Tri- 
poll).* 

*  For  this  statement  there  may  be,  indeed,  some  historical 
foundation.  We  know  that,  from  the  year  of  the  hejra  724  (1323 
A.  D.)  till  the  year  802  (1399),  there  reigned  in  Tripoli  a  dynasty  of 
the  Beni  'A&mer  (Haji  Khalfa's  Chronological  Tables,  p.  167.)> 
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The  other  ruin,  related  to  this  one  as  well  by  name 
as  by  the  style  of  its  workmanship  —  but  in  many 


-Mz^, 


respects  more  interesting,  having  been  evidently  once 
a  place  of  Christian  worship  —  stands  on  a  narrow 
and  detached  neck  of  rock  in  the  Shabet  Um  el  Kha- 
rdb,  and,  from  its  whole  plan,  appears  to  have  been 
originally  and  principally  a  church  about  forty-three 
feet  square,  sufficiently  large  for  a  small  congregation, 
and  with  more  art  and  comfort  than  one  can  easily 
suppose  a  Christian  community  in  these  quarters  ever 

who  most  probably  were  related  to  the  dynasty  of  the  same  name 
which  for  a  long  time  maintained  its  dominion  over  Tripolis  in 
Syria. 
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to  have  possessed.     Hence  greater  interest  attaches 
to  this  building  than  it  would  otherwise  deserve.     It 


closes  with  a  plain  apsis,  in  which  there  are  two 
openings  or  doorways  leading  into  an  open  room 
stretching  behind  it  and  the  side-naves,  and  is  divided 
into  three  naves,  the  middle  one  of  which  is  eight 
paces,  and  the  lateral  ones  six  and  a  half,  wide.     The 


naves  are  divided  from  one  another  by  columns  with 
differently-ornamented  capitals  supporting  arches,  all 
in  the  so-called  round  style  of  architecture.     I  made 
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purposely  a  sketch  of  two  diflTerent  capitals,  in  order 
to  show  their  designs ;  and  I  think  they  are  very 
characteristic.  But  it  is  curious  to  observe  that  the 
walls  also  appear  to  have  been  originally  painted  on 
stucco,  though  at  present  but  a  small  piece  of  it  re- 
mains near  the  comer ;  hence  1  conclude  that  the 
date  of  the  painting  was  later  than  that  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  church. 

The  front  of  the  building  has  suflTered  in  some 
degree  from  the  depredations  of  the  Arabs,  who  are 
said  to  have  carried  away  a  great  many  sculptures 
from  this  place — as  much,  indeed,  a  man  from  Mizda 
would  have  made  me  believe,  as  fifty-five  camel-loads. 
However  exaggerated  this  statement  may  be,  it  is 
evident  that  the  whole  layer  over  the  entrance  was 
originally  covered  with  ornamental  slabs,  while  now 
only  two  remain  to  the  left  of  the  doorway ;  and 
these,  though  in  the  same  style  of  sculpture  as  the 
capitals,  would  rather  seem  to  have  been  taken  from 
another  edifice.  There  are  many  debatable  points 
involved  in  the  consideration  of  this  building.  The 
first  fact  clearly  shown  is  the  existence  of  a  Christian 
community  or  a  monastery  in  these  remote  valleys, 
as  late  as  the  12th  century  at  least,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  powerful  chief;  and  this  is  not  at  all 
improbable,  as  we  know  that  Mohammed  expressly 
ordered  that  zealous  priests  and  monks  should  be 
spared,  and  as  we  find  so  many  monasteries  in 
several  other  Mohammedan  countries.  That  it  was 
not  merely  a  church,  but  a  monastery,  seems  plainly 
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indicated  by  the  division  into  apartmente  or  cells, 
which  is  still  clearly  to  be  seen  in  the  up|)er  storey. 
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Attached  to  the  north  side  of  the  church  was  a  wing 
containing  several  simple  apartments,  as  the  ground- 
plan  shows ;  and  on  the  south  comer  of  the  narrow 
ridge  is  a  small  separate  tower  with  two  compart- 
ments. Near  this  ruin  there  is  another,  which  I 
did  not  visit,  called  Ksaer  Labayed  mta  Derayer, 
while  a  third,  called  Ksaer  el  Haemer,  has  been 
destroyed. 
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CHAP.   V. 

SCULPTUBES  AND  ROMAN  REMAINS  IN   THE   DESERT. — GUkvdYA. 

We  lost  the  best  part  of  the  morning,  our 
^  '  men  not  being  able  to  find  their  camels, 
which  had  roamed  over  the  whole  wadi.  Our  road 
was  almost  the  same  as  that  by  which  I  had  returned 
the  previous  day ;  and  we  encamped  in  the  Wadi 
S6fejin,  on  a  spot  free  from  bushes.  From  this  place, 
accompanied  by  the  Zintdni,  I  visited,  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  castle  or  convent  in  Shabet  Um  el  khardb, 
which  I  have  described,  and  thence  struck  across  the 
stony  plateau  in  order  to  overtake  our  caravan.  It 
was  a  desolate  level,  rarely  adorned  with  humble 
herb  or  flower ;  and  we  hastened  our  steps  to  reach 
our  companions.  Here  I  heard,  from  the  Zintdni, 
that  his  father  came  every  year  about  this  season, 
with  his  flocks,  to  the  valleys  east  of  our  road,  and 
that  he  would  certainly  be  there  this  year  also.  He 
invited  me  to  go  thither  with  him,  and  to  indulge 
in  milk  to  the  extent  of  my  wishes ;  as  for  myself,  I 
declined,  but  allowed  him  to  go,  on  condition  that 
he  would  return  to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

Even  after  we  had  overtaken  the  caravan,  the 
country  continued  in  general  very  bare ;  but  we 
passed  some  valleys  affording  a  good  deal  of  herbage, 
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or  adorned  with  some  fine  batiim-trees.  About  five 
o*clock  P.M.  we  encamped  in  Wadi  Talha,  not  far 
from  a  Roman  castle  or  tower  on  a  hill  to  our  left. 
On  visiting  the  ruin,  I  found  it  built  of  rough  stones 


without  cement,  being  about  twenty  feet  square/ in 
the  interior,  with  rounded  corners,  and  with  only 
one  narrow  gate,  towards  the  east.  But  this  was 
not  the  only  remnant  of  antiquity  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, for  in  front  of  us,  on  the  plateau,  there  ap- 
peared something  like  a  tower  of  greater  elevation ; 
and  proceeding  early  the  next  morning,  when  our 
people  had  only  begun  to  load,  to  examine  it,  1 
found  it  to  be  a  Roman  sepulchre,  origiiiafly  con- 
sisting apparently  of  three  stories ;  but  of  these  only 
the  base  and  the  first  story  remain,  while  the  stones 
VOL.  I.  I 
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belonging  to  the  upper  one  are  now  scattered  on  the 
ground,  and  show  that  it  was  ornamented  with  small 
Corinthian  columns  at  the  corners.  Even  in  the 
most  desolate  spot,  everything  left  by  the  Romans 
has  a  peculiar  finish.  The  first  story,  being  all  that 
at  present  remains,  measures  5  ft.  4  in.  on  the  east 
and  west,  and  5  ft.  9  in.  on  the  north  and  south  sides. 
Not  far  from  this  sepulchre  are  the  ruins  of  another 
one,  of  which,  however,  nothing  but  the  base  remains, 
if,  indeed,  it  was  ever  completed.  By  the  time  my 
drawing  was  finished,  the  caravan  had  come  up. 

I  then  passed  several  detached  cones,  the  steep 
precipitous  sides  of  which,  formed  by  the  breaking 
away  of  the  strata,  looked  like  so  many  castles,  and 
traversing  Wadi  Marsid,  reached  the  camels.  They 
marched  to-day  at  a  very  good  rate,  the  quickest  we 
had  as  yet  observed  in  ordinary  travelling — namely, 
half  a  mile  in  twelve  minutes,  making  a  little  less 
than  2^  miles  an  hour ;  but  we  afterwards  found  that 
this  had  now  become  our  usual  i^ate,  whereas  before 
reaching  Mizda  we  had  scarcely  ever  exceeded  2  miles 
an  hour.  The  loads  of  the  camels,  of  course,  had 
been  heavier  in  the  beginning ;  but  this  can  hardly 
be  the  only  reason  of  the  diflference.  The  greater 
dreariness  of  the  country,  and  the  impulse  of  our 
camel-drivers  and  their  beasts  to  get  to  their  homes, 
must  be  taken  into  account.  I  must  here  observe 
that  Ov^rweg  and  I  measured  our  rate  repeatedly, 
with  a  chain  provided  by  Government,  although  it 
was  a  very  fatiguing  labour,  and  injurious  to  our 
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dignity  in  the  eyes  of  our  people.  Gradually  the  day 
grew  very  uncomfortable,  a  hot  west  wind  driving 
the  sand  into  our  faces,  and  totally  obscuring  the 
sky.  Keeping  along  the  Wadi  T^roth,  sometimes 
more  than  a  mile  wide,  we  had  on  our  left  a  broad 
mount,  rising  first  with  a  gradual  ascent,  but  in  its 
upper  part  forming  a  steep  and  lofty  wall  called  el 
Khaddamiyeh.  Here  too,  according  to  the  informa- 
tion of  my  faithful  Arab,  there  is  said  to  be  a  Roman 
sepulchre.  Having  passed  a  small  defile,  and  crossed 
another  valley,  we  had  other  Roman  ruins  on  our 
right,  a  castle  as  it  seemed,  and  near  it  something 
like  a  sepulchre ;  but  the  sand-storm  hardly  allowed 
us  to  look,  still  less  to  go  in  that  direction. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  turned  oflf 
to  the  west  into  Wadi  Tagije,  and  encamped  near  the 
bed  of  a  torrent  eight  feet  deep,  which  amply  testifies 
that,  at  times,  a  considerable  stream  is  formed  here, 
a  fact  confirmed  by  the  fresh  and  luxuriant  herbage 
springing  up  in  many  parts  of  the  valley  among 
thick  bushes  and  brushwood.  Nor  was  it  quite  deso- 
late even  now ;  for  the  flocks  of  the  WeUd  Bii-S^f 
were  seen,  and  their  tents  were  said  to  be  not  far  oflf. 
The  upper  part  of  the  valley  is  called  el  Khurrub. 

This  hot  day  proved  a  dies  ater  to  my  Arab,  who 
had  gone  to  visit  his  family.  Having  brought  his 
old  father  with  him,  together  with  a  goat,  as  a  pre- 
sent, and  a  skin  of  milk,  he  unluckily  arrived  too 
late  in  the  morning  at  our  last  night's  encampment. 
He  then   sent  his  father  back  with  the  goat,   and 
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began  to  follow  us  in  the  hope  of  soon  overtaking 
the  caravan ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  march  the  whole 
intensely  hot  day  without  water,  and  he  could  not 
drink  the  milk  in  the  skin,  which  became  quite  hot, 
so  that  he  suffered  greatly,  and  arrived  in  a  very 
exhausted  state. 

The  fine  herbage  procured  us  a  whole  day's  rest, 
as  the  camel-drivers  were  in  no  haste  to  bring  up 
their  camels.  Not  knowing  this,  but  yet  convinced 
that  we  should  not  start  at  an  early  hour,  as  the  well 
was  at  some  distance,  and  following  the  information 
received  from  the  ZintAni,  who  was  himself  too  lame 
to  accompany  me,  I  had  taken  my  gun  and  pistols  at 
an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  gone  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  valley  to  look  after  a  monument.  After 
nearly  two  hours'  march  I  distinguished  something 
like  a  high  pillar,  and,  proceeding  straight  towards 
it,  found  it  to  be  one  of  the  richest  specimens  of  this 
kind  of  monument  bequeathed  to  us  by  antiquity, 
and  an  indisputable  proof  that  these  regions,  now  so 
poor,  must  have  then  supported  a  population  suffi- 
ciently advanced  in  taste  and  feeling  to  admire  works 
of  a  refined  character. 

The  monument  rises,  upon  a  base  of  three  steps 
and  in  three  8t9ries,  nearly  to  a  height  of  forty-eight 
feet.  The  base  contains  a  sepulchral  chamber  4  ft. 
10^  in.  long,  and  4  ft.  ^  in.  broad,  with  three  niches, 
one  on  the  north,  and  two  on  the  east  side.  This 
side  was  the  principal  face  of  the  monument,  form- 
ing its  most  ornamented  part.     The  first  story  mea- 
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sures  at  its  base  on  the  E.  and  W.  sides  5  feet  5^ 
inches,  and  on  the  N-  and  S.  sides  4  feet  10 J  inches: 
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it  consists  of  six  layers  of  stones,  on  the  lowest  of 
which  is  represented  a  pair  of  wild  animals,  probably 
panthers,  with  their  forelegs  or  paws  resting  upon 
a  sepulchral  urn,  as  if  they  were  watching  it ;  on  the 
next  layer  above  is  seen  the  handsome  bust  of  a  young 
female  ;  two  layers  intervene  without  sculpture ; 
and  the  fifth  is  ornamented  on  all  the  four  sides 
with  hunting-scenes.  The  frieze  on  every  side  is 
formed  by  four  rosettes ;  but  that  on  the  north  side 
has  some  additional  decoration,  the  second  rosette 
on  that  side,  from  the  east,  exhibiting  a  group  of 
centaurs,  and  the  fourth  a  cock.  Upon  this  part 
of  the  frieze  is  a  garland  of  clusters  of  grapes  ;  then 
follows  the  moulding. 

In  the  second  story  the  third  layer  forms  the  sill 
and  lower  part  of  a  false  door  very  richly  ornamented, 
and  on  the  fifth  layer  a  pair  of  genii  hold  a  coronal 
over  the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  a  representation  which 
seems  to  intimate  Christian  ideas.  Above  it  a  niche 
contains  the  busts  of  a  man  and  his  wife ;  but  on  the 
north  side  an  elderly  woman  occupies  a  niche  with 
her  bust,  probably  in  her  character  as  proprietress  of 
the  single  sepulchral  niche  of  the  tomb  below. 
Above  is  an  ornament  with  two  bunches  of  grapes ; 
and  then  follows  the  frieze,  of  the  common  Ionic 
order.  The  moulding  is  surmounted  by  a  pyramidal 
roof  about  1 2  feet  high,  which  has  lost  its  summit ; 
otherwise  the  whole  monument,  with  the  exception  of 
the  sepulchral  chamber,  which  has  been  broken  up  in 
search  of  treasures,  is  in  the  best  state  of  preservation, 
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notwithstanding  its  very  slender  proportions, — a 
circumstance  very  remarkable,  after  a  lapse  of  at 
least  more  than  sixteen  centuries.  No  wonder  that 
the  natives  of  these  regions  now  regard  these  tall 
sepulchral  monuments,  so  strange  at  present  in  this 
land  of  desolation,  as  pagan  idols,  and  call  them 
"sanem;"  for  I  myself,  when  alone  in  front  of  the 
'  monument  in  this  wide,  solitary  valley,  and  under 
the  shadow  of  the  deep,  precipitous  side  of  a  plateau 
adjoining  the  Khaddamiye  on  the  east,  felt  impressed 
by  it  with  a  certain  degree  of  awe  and  veneration. 

My  sketch  being  finished,  I  was  still  attracted  to  a 
greater  distance  up  the  valley  by  something  which 
seemed  at  first  to  be  another  monument;  but  it  was 
only  a  mark  fixed  by  the  Arabs,  and  served  but  to 
lengthen  my  march  back,  which  was  more  slow,  as 
the  heat  had  set  in.  But  I  was  well  satisfied  with 
my  morning's  work ;  and  my  companions  were  greatly 
astonished  when  they  saw  the  sketch.  In  the  after- 
noon I  made  with  Overweg  another  excursion  in  the 
opposite  direction,  when  after  an  hour's  march  we 
ascended  a  height  and  obtained  a  most  interesting 
view  over  this  singular  tract,  which  seems  to  be  the 
fragmentary  border  of  a  plateau  torn  and  severed  by 
ravines  and  precipices,  so  that  only  wall-like  cliflfs, 
rising  like  so  many  islands  out  of  a  sea  of  desolation, 
indicate  its  height.  A  high  craggy  ridge  towards 
the  west,  with  precipitous  pinnacled  walls,  looked 
like  a  castle  of  the  demons.  Just  in  a  ravine  on 
the  border  of  this  wild  scene  of  natural  revolutions, 
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my  companion  had  the  good  luck  to  find  some  very 
interesting  fossils,  particularly  that  beautiful  specimen 
which  after  him  has  been  called  Exogyra  Overw^ ; 
but  our  zeal  had  carried  us  too  far,  and  it  grew  dark 
BS  we  commenced  our  return,  so  that  we  had  some 
difficulty  in  groping  our  way  back  to  our  encampment, 
where  we  arrived  weary  and  fatigued,  after  having 
caused  our  people  a  good  deal  of  apprehension. 

We  were  roused  from  our  refreshing  sleep 
^"  *  as  early  as  two  o'clock  after  midnight ;  but 
this  was  a  mere  sham  of  our  camel-drivers,  who 
feigned  making  up  for  the  loss  of  yesterday,  and 
after  all  we  did  not  get  off  early.  Our  road  carried 
us  from  wadi  to  wadi,  which  were  generally  separated 
from  each  other  by  a  defile,  occasionally  presenting 
some  difficulty  of  passage.  We  left  a  castle  of  Roman 
workmanship,  as  it  seemed,  in  the  distance  to  the  left, 
and  further  on  to  the  right  a  slight  stone  wall  called 
Hakl  el  Urinsa,  dating  from  the  petty  wars  between 
the  Arab  tribes.  We  had  already  passed  a  few  small 
ethel-bushes ;  but  now  we  came  to  a  most  venerable- 
looking  old  tree  called  Athelet  Si  Mohammed  fl 
Usedt,  spreading  out  its  weatherbeaten  branches  to 
a  considerable  distance:  under  this  I  sat  down 
quietly  for  a  while,  waiting  for  our  people,  who  were 
still  behind.  The  caravan  at  length  came  up ;  and 
continuing  our  march,  we  soon  passed  on  our  right 
hand  the  chapel  of  a  great  Merdbet  of  the  Wel4d  Bii- 
S4f,  called  Si  Rashedan.  The  Weldd  Bii-S^f  in  general 
enjoy  great  authority  with  the  other  tribes  for  their 
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sanctity  of  life  and  purity  of  manners ;  they  allow  no 
stranger  to  come  near  their  villages,  but  pitch  a  tent 
for  him  at  a  distance,  and  treat  him  well.  The  per- 
son at  present  most  distinguished  among  them  for 
learning  seems  to  be  an  old  man  named  Sidi  Bii-bakr, 
who  exercises  great  influence,  and  is  able  to  grant 
serviceable  protection  to  travellers  in  time  of  war. 

The  Weldd  Bii-S6f  are  remarkable  for  the  excellent 
breed  of  their  camels,  which  they  treat  almost  as 
mertibers  of  their  families.  It  is  curious  that  this 
tribe,  intent  upon  right  and  justice,  has  waged  war 
incessantly  from  ancient  times  with  the  UrffUa,  the 
-most  warlike  and  violent  of  the  tribes  of  these  regions. 
It  is  difficult  to  make  out  whether  they  are  related 
to  the  Weldd  Bu-S6f  of  the  western  part  of  the  desert, 
who  are  likewise  distinguished  by  their  peculiar  man- 
ners, but  who  it  seems  would  scruple,  on  religious 
grounds,  to  call  a  man  *Abd  e*  Nebi  (Slave  of  the 
Prophet),  which  is  the  name  of  the  ancestor  of  the 
Eastern  Bii-S^f. 

Emerging  from  a  defile,  upon  high  ground,  early  in 
the  afternoon,  we  obtained  a  view  over  Wadi  Zemzem, 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  valleys  of  this  part  of  North 
Africa.  It  runs  in  general  from  W.  to  E.N.E.,  and 
is  furnished  with  a  great  many  wells,  the  most  famous 
of  which  are  El  Abiadh,  Sm^la,  Ndkhala,  Uridden, 
Halk  el  Wadi,  and,  a  little  further  down,  T6der.  In 
half  an  hour  we  encamped  in  the  valley,  full  of  herb- 
age and  with  a  goodly  variety  of  trees.  A  caravan 
coming  from  the  natron-lakes,  and   carrying  their 
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produce  to  Tripoli,  was  here  encamped.  I  could  not 
withstand  the  temptation  of  ascending,  in  the  after- 
noon, a  projecting  eminence  on  the  south  side  of  the 
valley,  which  was  broken  and  rent  into  a  great  variety 
of  precipices  and  ravines  ;  but  its  summit,  being  on  a 
level  with  the  plateau,  did  not  afford  me  such  a  dis- 
tant  view  as  I  had  expected.  The  cliff  was  formed 
of  strata  of  marl  and  gypsum,  and  contained  many 
fossil  shells. 

Monday,  ^'^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^*  *^^  bottom  of  the 
April  16U1.  yaiiey,  the  path,  which  became  rugged  and 
stony,  led  up  the  southern  cliffs,  went  round  the  east 
side  of  the  conspicuous  promontory,  and  then  con- 
tinued to  wind  along  between  the  slopes  of  the  higher 
level  of  the  plateau.  A  hill,  distinguished  from  among 
the  surrounding  heights  by  the  peculiar  shape  of  its 
cone,  has  here  received  the  signilGlcant  name  Shiish 
el  abid  — the  Slaves'  Gap,  A  little  further  on,  the 
roads  separate,  that  to  the  left  leading  along  the 
principal  branch  of  the  valley  to  the  little  town  Gha- 
riya,  while  the  eastern  goes  to  the  well  Taboniye. 

One  might  suppose  that  in  a  desolate  country  like 
this,  and  just  at  the  entrance  into  a  desert  tract  of 
great  extent,  the  caravans  would  gladly  avail  them- 
selves of  those  abodes  of  life  which  still  exist :  but 
this  is  not  the  case ;  they  avoid  them  intentionally, 
as  if  a  curse  were  attached  to  them,  and  those  places, 
of  course,  fall  every  day  more  and  more  into  decay. 
After  a  little  consultation,  the  path  by  Taboniye  was 
thought  preferable,  and  we  took  it.     The  rough  and 
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stony  character  of  the  country  ceased,  and  we  gra- 
dually entered  a  fine  valley,  called  Wadi  Tolagga, 
richly  clothed  with  a  variety  of  trees  and  bushes, 
such  as  the  sidr,  the  ethel,  the  ghurdok,  and  several 
others.  After  meeting  here  with  a  caravan,  we  caught 
the  gladdening  and  rare  sight  of  an  Arab  encamp- 
raent,  belonging  to  the  Urinsa,  and  obtained  some 
milk.  Without  crossing  any  separation  or  defile,  but 
always  keeping  along  the  same  valley,  we  approached 
the  well  Taboniye.  But  near  it  the  vegetation  is  less 
rich ;  the  soil  is  intermixed  with  salt,  and  covered 
with  a  peculiar  kind  of  low  tree  called  by  the  present 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  fro, — a  term  which  in 
pure  Arabic  would  only  mean  "  a  branch." 

While  our  people  were  busily  employed  pitching 
the  tents,  I  went  at  once  to  examine  a  monument 
which,  for  the  last  hour  of  our  march,  had  stood  as  a 
landmark  ahead  of  us.  I  reached  it  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  our  encampment,  over 
very  stony  and  rugged  ground.  It  was  well  worth 
the  pains  I  had  taken;  for,  though  it  is  less  mag- 
nificent than  the  monument  in  W.  Tagije,  its  work- 
manship would  excite  the  interest  of  travellers,  even 
if  it  were  situated  in  a  fertile  and  well-inhabited 
country,  and  not  in  a  desolate  wilderness  like  this, 
where  a  splendid  building  is  of  course  an  object 
of  far  greater  curiosity.  It  is  a  sepulchre  about 
twenty-five  feet  high,  and  rising  in  three  stories  of 
less  slender  proportions  than  the  monument  above 
described,  and  is  probably  of  a  later  period.     The 
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accompanying  sketch  will  suffice  to  give  an  exact 
idea  of  it. 


Near  this  is  another  sepulchre,  occupying  a  more 
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commanding  situation,  and  therefore  probably  of 
older  date,  but  it  is  almost  entirely  destroyed  ;  and  a 
third  one  in  an  equally  ruinous  state,  but  of  larger 
proportions  than  either,  is  seen  further  S.E.  These 
monuments  serve  to  show  that  the  dominion  of  the 
Komans  in  these  regions  was  not  of  momentary  dura- 
tion, but  continued  for  a  length  of  time,  as  the  different 
styles  of  the  remains  clearly  prove.  It  may  be  pre- 
sumed that  no  common  soldier  could  pretend  to  the 
honour  of  such  a  tomb  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  these 
sepulchres  were  destined  to  contain  the  earthly  re- 
mains of  some  of  the  consecutive  governors  or  officers 
stationed  at  the  neighbouring  place,  which  I  shall 
soon  describe. 

Like  a  solitary  beacon  of  civilization,  the  monu- 
ment rises  over  this  sea-like  level  of  desolation,  which, 
stretching  out  to  an  immense  distance  south  and 
west,  appears  not  to  have  appalled  the  conquerors 
of  the  ancient  world,  who  even  here  have  left  behind 
them,  in  "  lithographed  proof,"  a  reminiscence  of  a 
more  elevated  order  of  life  than  exists  at  present  in 
these  regions. 

The  flat  valley  below,  with  its  green  strip  of  herb- 
age, stretches  far  into  the  stony  level ;  and  beyond, 
north-eastwards,  the  desolate  waste  extends  towards 
Ghariya. 

I  returned  to  the  encampment,  which  meanwhile 
had  sprung  up  on  the  open  space  round  the  well,  and 
was  anxious  to  quench  my  thirst  with  a  draught  of 
the  precious  liquid;  but  the  water  was  rather  salt. 
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and  disagreed  with  me  so  long  as  I  continued  to  use 
it, — that  is,  for  the  next  seven  days.  That  we  might 
make  good  use  of  our  leisure  hours,  all  three  of  us 
went  the  next  day  to  Ghariya,  or  rather  Ghariya  el 
gharbiya — i.e.  western,  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
more  distant  eastern  place  of  the  same  name. 

Cheerfully  as  we  set  forward,  we  were  heartily 
glad  when,  after  a  three  hours'  march,  we  saw  the 
northern  tower  of  the  place  become  visible  over  the 
monotonous  stony  plain,  the  wide  and  unbounded 
expanse  of  which  seemed  to  indicate  something  above 
a  single  day's  excursion.  After  having  also  descried 
the  half-ruined   dwellings  of  the   village,  we  were 


eagerly  looking   out   for  the  palm- grove,  when  we 
suddenly   reached  the  brink  of   a    deep  ravine,   in 
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which,  on  our  left,  the  fresh  green  plantation  started 
forth,  while  all  around  was  naked  and  bare*  We 
crossed  the  ravine,  leaving  the  grove  on  our  left, 
and  ascended  the  opposite  cliffs  towards  the  ruined 
cluster  of  miserable  cottages,  when,  having  traversed 
the  desolate  streets,  we  encamped  outside  the  Roman 
gate,  the  massive  and  regular  architecture  of  which 
formed  a  remarkable  contrast  to  the  frail  and  half- 
ruined  structures  of  the  village.  We  were  greatly 
astonished  to  find  such  a  work  here.* 

It  has  but  little  resemblance  to  the  Roman  castle 
or  station  at  Bonjem,  such  as  it  is  seen  in  Captain 
Lyon's  drawing  f ;  for  while  the  latter  represents  a 
Mngle  gateway  flanked  by  two  quadrangular  towers, 
the  building  at  Gharfya  consists  of  three  archways, 
flanked  by  towers  with  receding  walls.  The  two 
smaller  gateways  have  been  almost  entirely  filled 
with  rubbish  ;  the  upper  layer  likewise  is  gone,  and 
only  those  stones  which  form  the  arch  itself  are  pre- 
served, the  centre  stone  above  the  principal  arch, 
bearing  the  inscription  "  PRO.  AFR.ILL."  (provincia 
AfricsB  illustris),  encircled  by  a  coronal,  while  that 
above  the  eastern  side-gate  is  ornamented  with  a 
large  sculpture,  the  lower  part  of  which  it  is  difficult 

♦  A  copy  of  my  drawing  of  this  interesting  monument,  of  its 
ground-plan,  and  of  the  inscription,  was  sent  by  me  to  Dr.  Patrick 
Colquhoun  in  May>  1850 ;  and  a  short  and  learned  treatise  on  it 
was  published  by  John  Hogg,  Esq.,  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Literature,  vol.  iv.  new  series. 

I  Capt-  Lyon's  Travels,  p.  67. 
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to  make  out  distinctly,  except  the  trace  of  a  chariot 
and  a  person  in  curious  attire  following  it*,  while 
the  upper  part  represents  two  eagles  in  a  sitting 
posture,  with  half-extended  wings,  holding  a  coronal, 
and  at  each  end  a  female  genius,  in  a  flying  posture, 
stretching  out  a  larger  and  a  smaller  coronal  Be- 
sides this,  and  a  few  Berber  names  f,  there  is  no 
inscription  now  on  the  building ;  but  an  inscription 
found  in  another  place,  which  I  shall  soon  mention, 
and  which  was  probably  originally  placed  over  the 
small  archway  on  the  right  J,  seems  to  leave  no 
doubt  that  this  fortification  dates  from  the  time  of 
Marc.  Aurel.  Severus  Antoninus  §,  and  if  not  built  in 
the  years  between  232  and  235  after  Christ,  at  least 
was  then  in  existence. 

As  the  ground-plan,  which  is  here  subjoined,  evi- 

*  This  might  represent  the  subjugated  nation  or  prince. 

f  Among  these  the  following  names  can  be  made  out  with  cer- 
tainty, leaving  onlj  the  short  yowels,  which  are  not  expressed,  in 
some  doubt.  Umaghmaghdumer  or  timaghem  ghed^er,  Muthema- 
ghem.  besmeter.  meDmen;^r.  The  letters  underlined  are  not  cer- 
tain. It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  these  inscriptions  were 
made  upon  the  building  at  a  latter  period,  and  that  Mr.  Hogg  was 
wrong  when,  taken  them  for  Punic,  and  thinking  that  I  had  over- 
looked '^  the  most  remarkable  portions  of  this  remain,"  he  believed 
them  to  be  taken  from  some  older  Punic  building. 

t  This  is  a  very  probable  conjecture  of  Mr.  Hogg. 

§  Although  the  name  ANTONINO  has  suffered  a  little  in 
the  inscription,  yet  copying  it,  as  I  did,  without  any  prejudice,  I 
found  sufficient  traces  of  the  letters  composing  this  name ;  and  I 
hardly  think  that  I  have  been  mistaken.  If  so,  it  is  a  curious  and 
remarkable  instance  of  this  title,  which  Severus  Alexander  is  said 
to  have  refused.     See  Gibbon,  vol.  i.  p.  289. 
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dently  shows,  this  is  not  by  itself  a  complete  build- 
ing, and  could  only  afford  quarters  to  a  very  limited 


< M-.r 


number  of  soldiers  acting  as  a  guard :  in  fact  it  can 
only  be  the  well-fortified  entrance  into  the  Roman 
station ;  but  of  the  station  itself  I  was  unable  to 
discover  any  traces,  though  a  great  quantity  of 
stones  from  some  building  lie  scattered  about  in  the 
village.  The  only  ancient  building  which  I  was  able 
to  discover,  besides  the  gate,  was  a  cistern  at  the 
N.W.  corner  of  the  wall,  near  the  slope  into  the 
wadi,  which  is  here  very  precipitous.  It  was  pro- 
bably 60  ft.  long,  for  at  30  ft.  there  is  an  arch 
dividing  it;  but  one  half  of  it,  except  a  space  of 
about  8  ft.,  has  been  filled  with  rubbish :  its  breadth 
is  5  ft.  3^  in.  Perhaps  the  whole  fortification  was 
never  finished ;  the  inner  edge  of  the  stones  would 
seem  to  intimate  that  not  even  the  gateway  received 
its  entire  ornament. 

While  I  was  busy  making  a  drawing  of  the  ruins, 
Overweg,  who,  in  order  to  measure  the  elevation  of 
the  place  by  boiling  water,  had  directed  his  steps  to  a 
rising  ground  at  some  distance  north  of  the  village, 
which  was  crowned  with  a  tower,  sent  to  inform  me 
that  on  the  tower  was  a  large  Roman  inscription, 

VOL.   1.  K 
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which  he  was  unable  to  make  out;  and  as  soon  as  I 
had  finished  my  sketch  I  went  thither.  It  is  a  round 
Arab  tower,  only  two  large  ancient  stones  having 
been  made  use  of  as  jambs,  while  a  large  slab,  covered 
with  an  inscription,  is  used  as  an  impost,  owing  to 
which  circumstance  the  inhabitants  generally  regard 
even  the  tower  as  a  Christian  or  Roman  building. 
The  inscription,  which  was  evidently  taken  from  the 
fortified  station,  is  32-3^  in.  long,  and  15\%  in.  high, 
and  consists  of  nine  lines.  It  has  been  read  and 
interpreted  by  Mr.  Hogg  in  the  following  manner. 

I(mperatori)  Caes(ari)  M.  Aurelio  Severe  Alexandre*  P(atri) 
P(atri8e)  P(i)o  Felici  Aug(u8to)  Et  pagus  et  senatus  et  castr(um) 
\^or  castrum  munitum]  et  muDicipium  .  .  •  •  d.  d. ;  poni  euravit 
Severianae  P.  Nere  situs  vexillationis  leg(ioni)8  IV.  S(cythicae) 
[or  legionis  XXI.  Victricis  Seyerianas]  dec(urio)  Maurorum  e.(t) 
sole  (e)pere  (e)andein  vexillationem  instituit. 

"  To  the  Emperor  Caesar  M.  Aurelias  Severas,  Father  of  his 
Country,  Pious,  Happy,  Augustus,  the  district,  the  senate,  the 

camp,  and    free  town   of  .  .  .  dedicate  (this) P.   Nero 

Decurion  of  the  Moors,  caused  the  station  of  the  Severian  regi- 
ment (horse)  of  the  2 1st  Legion,  Victorious,  Severian,  to  be 
established;  and  he  instituted  by  his  own  act  the  same  regi- 
ment." 

Though  in  this  interpretation  many  words  are  very- 
uncertain,  it  is  clear  from  it — as  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  inscription  was  taken  from  the 
former  monument — that  here  was  the  station  of  a 
squadron  of  horse,  or  rather  of  an  ala  sociorum ; 
but  at  the  same  time  we  have  to  regret  that  the 
name  of  the  place  is   among    the  words   entirely 

*  See  note,  p.  128. 
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effaced.  I,  however,  think  it  extremely  improbable 
that.it  was  a  municipium.  I  will  here  only  add,  that 
this  direct  western  road  to  Fezzdn  and  Jerma  was  not 
opened  before  the  time  of  Vespasian,  and  received 
then  the  name  "  (iter)  praeter  caput  saxi,"  most  pro- 
bably on  account  of  its  crossing  the  mountain-chain 
near  the  coast  at  its  steepest  part.* 

As  for  the  tower,  or  nadhiir,  it  was  evidently 
erected  in  former  times  in  order  to  give  timely  notice 
when  a  band  of  freebooters — "  el  j^sh"  (the  army),  as 
they  are  called  here — was  hovering  around  the  solitary 
village ;  for  this  seems  to  have  been  the  chief  cause 
of  its  destruction,  the  UrfiUa  being  said  to  have  been 
always  watching  and  lying  in  ambush  round  this  lonely 
place,  to  attack  and  rob  small  parties  coming  from  or 
going  to  it ;  they  are  said  even  to  have  once  captured 
the  whole  place.  The  consequence  is,  that  it  has  now 
scarcely  thirty  male  inhabitants  able  to  bear  arms,  and 
is  avoided  by  the  caravans  as  pestilent,  the  water, 
they  say,  being  very  unwholesome.  The  small  rem- 
nant of  the  inhabitants  have  a  very  pale  and  ghastly 
appearance,  but  I  think  this  is  owing  rather  to 
the  bad  quality  of  their  food  than  to  that  of  the 
water.  In  former  times  it  is  said  to  have  been  cele- 
brated on  account  of  a  merdbet  of  the  name  of  Sidi 
Madi. 

♦  Plinius  H.  N.  1.  v.  c.  5. :  "  Ad  Garamantas  iter  inexplicabilo 
adhuc  fuit.  Proximo  bello,  quod  cum  CEensibus  Romani  gessere 
auspiciis  Yespasiani  Imperatoris,  compendium  viae  quatridui  depre- 
hensum  est.     Hoc  iter  vocatur  Prater  caput  saxi," 
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As  soon  as  I  had  sufficiently  examined  the  ruins 
and  the  village,  I  hastened  to  the  bottom  of  the 
ravine.  The  contrast  between  the  ruined  hovels 
of  the  village,  perched  on  the  naked  rock,  and  the 
green,  fresh  plantation,  fed  by  a  copious  supply  of 
water,  is  very  great.  Thick,  luxuriant,  and  shady 
clusters  are  here  formed,  principally  around  the  basin 
filled  by  the  spring,  which  rushes  forth  from  beneath 
a  rock,  and  gives  life  to  the  little  oasis ;  its  tempera- 
ture I  found,  at  half-past  one  o'clock  p.m.,  70^**  Fahr., 
while  that  of  the  air  was  70°.  The  number  of  the 
date-trees,  though  small,  is  nevertheless  larger  than 
in  Mizda,  and  may  be  nearer  to  350  than  to  300* 
The  water  of  the  ravine  after  a  heavy  fall  of  rain 
joins  the  Wadi  Zemzem,  the  principal  valley  of  this 
whole  district,  which  together  with  Wadi  S6fejin  and 
Wadi  Bei',  carries  all  the  streams  ,collected  here- 
abouts to  the  sea. 

Such  is  the  character  of  Ghariya  el  gharbiya, 
uniting,  even  in  its  present  state  of  decay,  great 
historical  interest  with  that  attaching  to  a  con- 
spicuous and  remarkable  feature  in  the  country. 
Whether  her  eastern  sister,  Ghariya  e'  sherkiya, 
awakens  an  equal  or  a  still  greater  interest,  it  is 
difficult  to  say ;  but  it  seems  to  have  quite  the  same 
elements  of  attraction  as  the  western  place,  namely, 
a  date-grove  and  Roman  ruins.  I  had  a  great  desire 
to  visit  it ;  but  that  was  not  possible,  as  we  were  to 
start  next  day  from  Taboniye. 

According  to  our  Zintdni,  the  path  leading  to  it 
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from  the  western  village  first  lies  over  the  hamm&,da, 
then  crosses  a  ravine  called  Wadi  Khatab,  leads  again 
over  the  plateau,  crosses  another  wadi,  and  at  length, 
after  about  ten  miles,  as  it  seems,  reaches  the  ra- 
vine of  Ghariya  e'  sherkiya*  stretching  from  W.  to 
E.,  the  grove,  of  about  the  same  extent  as  in  the 
other  oasis,  being  formed  at  the  N.  and  W.  bases  of 
the  rocky  height  upon  which  the  place  stands.  At 
the  side  of  the .  village  there  is,  he  said,  a  large 
Roman  castle,  far  larger  than  that  in  the  western 
one,  of  about  eight  or  ten  feet  elevation  at  present-, 
but  without  an  arched  gateway  of  that  kind,  and 
without  inscriptions.  On  the  east  side  of  the  emi- 
nence are  only  a  few  palms,  and  on  the  south  side 
none.  The  village  is  distinguished  by  a  merdbet 
called  Bu-Sbaeha.  Neither  from  the  Zintdni  nor 
from  anybody  else  did  I  hear  that  the  inhabitants 
of  these  two  solitary  ksiir  are  called  by  the  peculiar 
name  Waringa;  I  learnt  it  afterwards  only  from 
Mr.  Richardson's  statement  f,  and  I  have  reason  to 
think  that  the  name  was  intended  for  Urinsa. 

We  returned  by  a  more  northern  path,  which  at 
first  led  us  through  a  rather  difficult  rocky  passage, 
but  afterwards  joined  our  path  of  yesterday.  Over- 
weg  and  I  had  no  time  to  lose  in  preparing  for  our 
journey  over  the  hammdda,  or  plateau,  while  Mr. 

*  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  mention  that  Mr.  J.  Hogg  has  been 
greatly  mistaken  in  identifying  this  place  with  Ghirza^  which  lies 
at  a  great  distance. 

t  Vol.  i.  p.  40. 
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Richardson  was  obliged,  by  the  conduct  of  the  ill- 
provided  and  ill-disciplined  blacks  who  accompanied 
him,  to  follow  us  by  night.  We  therefore  got  up 
very  early  next  morning,  but  lost  a  good  deal  of 
time  by  the  quarrels  among  our  camel-drivers,  who 
were  trying,  most  unjustly,  to  reserve  all  the  heavy 
loads  for  the  camels  of  the  inexperienced  Tarki  lad 
*Ali  Kardmra,  till  they  excited  his  indignation,  and  a 
furious  row  ensued.  This  youth,  though  his  be- 
haviour was  sometimes  awkward  and  absurd,  excited 
my  interest  in  several  respects.  He  belonged  to  a 
family  of  Tawdrek,  as  they  are  called,  settled  in 
Wadi  el  Gharbi,  and  was  sent  by  his  father  to  Tripoli 
with  three  camels,  to  try  his  chance  of  success,  al- 
though members  of  that  nation,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Tinj^lkum,  rarely  visit  Tripoli.  He  was  slender 
and  well-formed,  of  a  glossy  light-black  complexion, 
and  with  a  profile  truly  Egyptian  ;  his  manners  were 
reserved,  and  totally  different  from  those  of  his 
Fezzani  companions. 

At  length  we  were  under  way,  and  began  gra- 
dually to  ascend  along  the  strip  of  green  which 
followed  the  shelving  of  the  plateau  into  the  valley, 
leaving  the  Roman  sepulchre  at  some  distance  to  our 
right.  The  flat  Wadi  Lebaerek,  which  is  joined  by 
Wadi  Shdk,  was  still  adorned  with  gattiif  and  r^tem. 
It  was  not  till  we  had  passed  the  little  hill  called 
Lebaerek,  and  made  another  slight  ascent,  that  we 
reached  the  real  level  of  the  terrible  Hammdda ;  the 
ascent,  or  shelving  ground,  from  Taboniye  to  this 
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point  being  called  el  Mudhdr  mta  el  Hammdda,  and 
the  spot  itself,  where  the  real  Hammdda  begins,  Bii- 
safdr,  a  name  arising  from  the  obligation  which 
every  pilgrim  coming  from  the  north,  who  has  not 
before  traversed  this  dreaded  district,  lies  under,  to 
add  a  stone  to  the  heaps  accumulated  by  former 
travellers. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  the  importance  attached 
to  the  dreary  character  of  this  region,  I  found  it  far 
less  naked  and  bare  than  I  had  imagined  it  to  be. 
To  the  right  of  our  path  lay  a  small  green  hollow,  of 
cheerful  appearance,  a  branch  of  which  is  said,  pro- 
bably with  some  degree  of  exaggeration,  to  extend 
as  far  as  Ghaddmes;  but  the  whole  extent  of*  the 
Hammdda  is  occasionally  enlivened  with  small  green 
patches  of  herbage,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  camel. 
And  this,  too,  is  the  reason  why  the  traveller  does 
not  advance  at  a  rate  nearly  so  expeditious  as  he 
would  expect.  In  the  latter  part  of  our  preceding 
journey  we  generally  had  made  almost  as  much  as 
two  and  a  half  miles  an  hour ;  but  we  scarcely  got 
over  two  on  this  level  open  ground.  Of  course,  the 
wider  the  space  the  wider  the  dispersion  of  the 
straggling  camels;  and  much  time  is  lost  by  un- 
steady direction.  At  the  verdant  hollow  called  Garra 
mta  e'  Nejm  the  eastern  path,  which  is  called  Trik  el 
mugitha  (via  auxiliaris\  and  passes  by  the  village  of 
Ghariya,  joined  our  path. 

At  Wadi  Mamiira  1  first  observed  the  little  green 
bird  generally  called  asfir,    but  sometimes   mesisa, 
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which  lives  entirely  upon  the  caravans  as  they  p^ss 
along,  by  picking  off  the  vermin  from  the  feet  of 
the  camels.  In  the  afternoon  we  observed,  to  our 
great  delight,  in  the  green  patch  called  el  Wueshkeh, 
a  cluster  of  stunted  palm-trees.  Hereabouts  the 
camel-drivers  killed  a  considerable  number  of  the 
venomous  lizard  called  bu-keshdsh;  and  the  Tarki 
in  particular  was  resolute  in  not  allowing  any  which 
he  saw  to  escape  alive.  After  a  moderate  march  of 
little  more  than  ten  hours  and  a  half,  we  encamped 
in  a  small  hollow  called,  from  a  peculiar  kind  of 
green  bush  growing  in  it,  el  Jederiya.  A  strong 
cold  wind,  accompanied  by  rain,  began  to  blow  soon 
after  we  encamped.  The  tent,  not  being  sufficiently 
secured,  was  blown  down  in  the  night ;  atnd  we  had 
some  trouble  in  pitching  it  again. 

Continuing  our  march,  we  passed,  about  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  a  poor  solitary  talha-tree  bearing  the 
appellation  of  el  Duh^da.  Further  on  we  found 
truffles,  which  in  the  evening  afforded  us  a  delicious 
truffle-soup.  Truffles  are  very  common  in  many  parts 
of  the  desert ;  and  the  greatest  of  Mohammedan  tra- 
vellers (Ebn  Batiita)  did  not  forget  them  in  relating 
his  journey  from  Sejelmdsa  to  Walata,  in  the  middle 
of  the  14th  century.*  The  sky  was  very  dark  and 
hazy ;  and  the  moon  had  an  extraordinary  "  ddra," 
or  halo-  We  slept  this  night  without  a  tent,  and 
felt  the  cold  very  sensibly. 

♦  Journal  Asiatique,  1843,  86rie  iv.  torn.  i.  p.  189. 
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The  march  of  the  following  day  was  a  little  enlivened 
by  ouf  meetinff  with  two  small  caravans : 

1  /*  n    n  11  -.       ,  April  19th. 

the  first,  of  five  camels ;  the  second,  be- 
longing to  Ghaddmsi  people,  and  laden  with  ivory,  of 
fifteen.  With  the  latter  was  also  a  woman,  sitting 
quite  comfortably  in  her  little  cage.  Shortly  after 
half-past  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  reached 
the  highest  elevation  of  the  Hammdda,  indicated  by 
a  heap  of  stones,  called,  very  significantly,  Rejm  el 
erhd,  1568  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  We 
encamped  soon  after,  when  a  very  heavy  gale  began 
to  blow  from  N.N.W.,  driving  the  swallows,  which 
had  followed  our  caravan,  into  the  tent  and  the 
holes  formed  by  the  luggage ;  but  the  poor  things 
found  no  protection,  for  our  tent,  which  was  light 
and  high-topped,  was  blown  down  again  during  the 
night,  while  a  heavy  rain  accompanied  the  storm, 
and  we  as  well  as  our  little  guests  were  left  awhile 
without  shelter,  in  a  very  uncomfortable  situation. 

We  started  rather  late  the  following  morning, 
entering  now  upon  the  very  dreariest  part  of  the 
Hammdda,  called  el  H6mra.  So  far  there  had  been 
only  one  track  over  this  stony  plateau ;  but  in  the 
afternoon  a  path,  called  Ms^r  *  ben  Wafi,  branched 
off  towards  the  left  This  path,  which  leads  to 
the  eastern  parts  of  Wadi  Shdti,  formed  formerly 
the  common  road  to  Fezzdn,  the  road  by  way  of  el 

*  The  name  Ms^r,  being  pure  Arabic,  testifies  to  its  antiquity  ; 
for  at  present  no  Arab  hereabouts  would  call  a  track  or  path  by 
this  name.    It  is  properly  the  journey  itself> 
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Hasi  being  considered  as  too  insecure,  on  account  of 
the  robberies  of  the  Urfilla,  Hence  the  latter  is  still 
called  the  new  road,  "  Trik  el  jedid."  Richardson, 
who  had  had  enough  of  the  inconveniences  of  travel- 
ling by  night,  easily  got  in  advance  of  us  this  mom- 
ing,  after  our  short  march  of  yesterday,  and  had 
advanced  a  good  way  by  daytime.  We  were  there- 
fore anxious  to  come  up  with  him ;  and  on  our  way 
we  encountered  a  heavy  shower  of  rain  before  we 
pitched  our  tent. 
Sunday  "^^^  wholc  caravan  being  once  more 
April  2i8t  united,  the  increased  variety  of  our  own 
party  relieved  a  good  deal  of  the  feeling  of  monotony 
arising  from  the  desolate  character  of  the  country 
through  which  we  travelled.  After  marching  about 
seven  miles,  we  arrived  at  the  greenest  and  largest 
hollow  of  the  Hammdda,  called  Wadi  el  Alga,  which 
we  ought  to  have  reached  yesterday,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  get  this  day  as  near  the  well  as  possible. 

As  it  was,  when  we  encamped  in  the  afternoon, 
we  had  still  a  long  day's  march  before  us,  and  there- 
fore the  next  day,  from  general  impulse,  in  order  to 
make  sure  of  our  arrival  at  the  well,  we  started  at  an 
early  hour,  keeping  the  caravan  together  by  repeated 
shouting.  After  a  march  of  about  twelve  miles,  we 
reached  the  first  passage  leading  down  from  the  Ham- 
mkda  and  called  Tnie*   Twennin ;    but  it  was  too 

♦  Tnie,  or  rather  thniye,  j[^  is  a  classical  and  still  popular 

Arabic  expression  for  a  winding  pass  over  high  ground  or  up  a 
hill. 
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Steep  and  precipitous  for  our  rather  heavily  laden 
caravan,  and  we  had  to  continue  till  we  reached  the 
Tnle  el  'Ardha,  a  little  after  eleven  o'clock,  when  we 
began  to  descend  from  the  plateau  along  a  rough 
winding  pass.  The  sandstone  of  which  it  is  formed 
presented  to  us  a  surface  so  completely  blackened, 
not  only  in  the  unbroken  walls  of  the  ravine,  but 
also  in  the  immense  blocks  which  had  been  de- 
tached from  the  cliffs,  and  were  lying  about  in  great 
confusion,  that  at  first  sight  anybody  would  have 
taken  it  for  basalt ;  but  when  the  stones  were  broken, 
their  real  nature  became  apparent.  Over  this  broad 
layer  of  sandstone,  which  in  some  places  covered  a 
bed  of  clay  mixed  with  gypsum,  there  was  a  layer  of 
marl,  and  over  this,  forming  the  upper  crust,  lime- 
stone and  flints. 

After  a  winding  course  for  an  hour,  the  narrow 
ravine,  shut  in  by  steep,  gloomy-looking  cliffs,  began 
to  widen,  and  our  direction  varied  less;  but  still 
the  whole  district  retained  a  gloomy  aspect,  and  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  was  strewn  with  masses  of  black 
sandstone,  while  the  country  ahead  of  us  lay  con- 
cealed  in  a  hazy  atmosphere,  which  did  not  admit  of 
an  extensive  view.  Eager  to  reach  the  well,  the  cara- 
van being  scattered  over  a  great  extent  of  ground, 
we  three  travellers,  with  one  of  the  shoushes,  pushed 
on  in  advance,  the  south  wind  driving  the  sand, 
which  lay  in  narrow  strips  along  the  pebbly  ground, 
into  our  faces.  We  cherished  the  hope  of  finding  a 
cool  little  grove,   or  at  least  some  shade,  where  we 
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might  recline  at  ease  after  our  fatiguing  march ;  but, 
to  our  great  disappointment,  the  sand  became  deeper, 
and  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  small  stunted  palm- 
bushes.  But  even  these  ceased  near  the  well,  which 
was  dug  in  the  midst  of  the  sandy  waste,  and  had 
once  been  protected  by  an  oval-shaped  building,  of 
which  nothing  but  crumbling  ruins  remained. 

It  was  a  cheerless  encampment  after  so  fatiguing 
a  march ;  but  there  was  at  least  no  more  fear  of 
scarcity  of  water,  for  the  well  had  an  abundant 
supply.  No  name  could  be  more  appropriate  to  this 
place  than  el  Hasi  (the  well).  There  is  no  need  of 
any  discriminating  surname  ;  it  is  "the  Well" — the 
well  where  the  traveller  who  has  successfully  crossed 
the  Hammdda  may  be  sure  to  quench  his  own  thirst 
and  that  of  his  animals.  But  it  is  not  a  cheerful 
resting-place,  though  it  is  the  great  watering-place 
on  this  desert  road,  as  he  has  to  cross  the  fearful 
"  burning  plain  "  of  the  Hammdda  before  he  reaches 
the  spot.*  There  are  several  wells  hereabouts,  which 
might  easily  supply  with  water  the  largest  caravan 
in  an  hour's  time ;  for  the  water  is  always  bubbling 
up,  and  keeps  the  same  level. 

The  well  at  the  side  of  which  we  had  encamped  is 
rather  narrow  and  deep,  and  therefore  inconvenient 
for  a  large  party ;   but  it  is,  though  slightly,  pro- 

*  El  hamro^da  is  a  very  common  name  in  North  Africa  for  a 
stony  level  plain ;  but  it  is  generally  accompanied  by  a  surname. 
The  name  is  mentioned  and  explained  by  £bn  Khalddn,  vol.  ii. 
p.  358.,  trans.  M.  de  Slane. 
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tected  by  the  ruins  around  against  the  wind,  which 
is  often  very  troublesome,  and  was  particularly  so  on 
the  evening  of  our  arrival.  Formerly  there  was  here 
a  sort  of  fortified  khan,  such  as  is  very  rarely  seen  in 
these  parts,  built  by  the  tribes  of  the  Notmdn  and 
Swaid*,  in  order  tc  protect  their  caravans  against  the 
pillaging  parties  of  the  Urfilla,  originally  a  Berber 
tribe.  This  building  consisted  of  simple  chambers, 
twenty,  as  it  seems,  in  number,  lying  round  an  oval 
court  which  has  entrances  from  north  and  south. 
It  is  thirty  paces  long  by  sixteen  wide,  the  centre 
being  occupied  by  the  well,  which,  as  it  is  dug  in  thes 
sandy  soil,  bears  the  general  name  Hasi.  It  has  a 
depth  of  five  fathoms ;  and  its  temperature  was  found 
to  be  71|-^  Fahr.  The  quality  of  the  water,  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  Taboniye,  was  very  good.  The 
elevation  of  this  place  was  found  by  Overweg  to  be 
696  feet ;  so  that  we  had  descended  from  the  highest 
point  of  the  Hammdda  742  feet. 

As  it  was,  we  felt  heartily  glad  when  our  steady 
and  heavy  Tripolitan  tent  being  at  length  pitched, 
Ave  were  able  to  stretch  ourselves  without  being 
covered  with  sand.  All  the  people  were  greatly  fa- 
tigued, and  Required  repose  more  than  anything  else. 
Out  of  regard  to  the  men  as  well  as  to  the  camels, 
we  were  obliged  to  stay  here  the  following  day, 
though  the  place  was  comfortless  in   the  extreme, 

♦  The  Swald  were  formerly  a  very  powerful  tribe  in  Algeria, 
and  are  often  mentioned  by  £bn  Khaldun.  In  vol.  i.  pp.  94.  101. 
their  subdivision?  are  enumerated. 
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and  did  not  offer  the  smallest  bit  of  shade.  The 
accompanying  sketch,  which  I  made  this  day  of 
the  place,  with  the  slope  of  the  Hammdda  in  the 
background,  will  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  its  desolate 
character.  Scarcely  any  of  our  places  of  encamp- 
ment on  the  whole  journey  seemed  to  me  so  bad  and 
cheerless  as  this.  If  I  had  had  an  animal  to  mount, 
I  would  have  gone  on  to  a  cluster  of  three  or  four 
date-trees,  which  are  said  to  be  at  the  distance  of 
about  three  miles  west  from  the  well,  and  belong 
to  the  people  of  Zintdn,  to  enjoy  a  little  shade j  but 
our  camels  were  too  much  distressed. 
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TuERB  are  three  roads  from  el  Hasi :  the  westernmost 
called  Trfk  e'  du^,  after  a  small  cluster  vfednesday, 
of  palm-trees;  the  second,  called  Trik  ^i^^^^^' 
e*  safar,  stony  and  more  desolate  than  the  former, 
but  half  a  day  shorter ;  and  the  third,  or  eastern,  lead- 
ing directly  to  Birgen.  When  we  at  length  left  our 
uncomfortable  encampment  at  el  Hasi,  our  camel- 
drivers  chose  the  middle  road,  which  proved  to  be 
dismal  and  dreary.  But  the  first  part  of  it  was  not 
quite  so  bad,  the  appearance  of  granite  among  the 
rocks  causing  a  little  variety,  while  tamerdn  and 
shfah  clothed  the  bottoms  of  the  valleys;  and  we 
had  a  single  specimen  of  a  beautiful  and  luxuriant 
batiim-tree.  When,  however,  we  began  to  enter  the 
region  of  the  sand-hills,  intermixed  with  rocky  ridges 
and  cliflfs,  the  character  of  the  country  became  deso- 
late in  the  extreme. 

We  travellers,  being  in  advance,  chose  our  resting- 
place  for  the  first  night  near  a  high  rocky  mass  called 
el  Meddl,  against  the  wish  of  the  camel-drivers,  who 
would  rather  have  encamped  in  the  Shabet  e'  talha, 
further  on.  The  summit  of  the  rocky  eminence 
afibrded  a  very  interesting  prospect  over  this  singular 
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district ;  and  our  younger  shoush  discovered,  lower 
down,  some  scrawled  figures.  He  came  running  up 
to  inform  me  of  his  discovery ;  but  it  was  of  no  inter- 
est, a  cow  and  a  sheep  being  the  only  figures  plainly 
recognizable.  The  Fezzdni  people  come  hither  in 
spring,  when  the  rain-water  collects  in  the  cavities 
of  the  rocks,  and  stay  some  months,  in  order  to  allow 
the  camels  to  graze  on  the  young  herbage,  which 
then  shoots  up  here  in  profusion.  Ben  Sbaeda  during 
such  a  stay  here  had  lost  a  son,  near  whose  tomb  the 
camel-drivers  said  a  prayer,  or  zikr,  early  the  next 
morning. 
Thursdav  Continuing  our  march,  we  soon  came  to 
Aprii26tli:  tjj^  Shabet  e'  talha,  the  bottom  of  which  is 
clothed  with  the  brushwood  called  arfish,  and  with 
the'r^tem,-  oi^  broom.  Further  on,  when  we  cd,me 
upon'  the.  higher  Tocky  groiind,  the' country'  grew 
morej^terile,  though'  we  were  so  fortunate  as  to  catch 
two  gazelles.  Black  masses  of  sandstone  jutted  out 
on  all  sides,  and  gave  a  wild  air  to  the  desolate 
region  through  which  we  were  passing.  The  sterile 
character  of  the  scene  underwent  no  change  till  next 
morning,  when,  on  advancing  about  a  mile  and  a  half, 
we  came  to  the  Wadi  Siddre,  which  was  enlivened  by 
a  few  talha-trees.  A  narrow  defile  led  us  from  this 
place  to  the  Wadi  Boghdr,  whence  we  entered  another 
defile.  Mid-day  was  past,  when  we  obtained  a  dis- 
tinct view  of  the  date-grove  in  Wadi  Shdti*,  and  the 

•  So  the  name  is  generally  pronounced,  the  correct  form  being 
Shijdti,  "the  rent." 
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high  sand-hills  which  border  the  valley  on  the  south. 
Towards  the  north  it  was  rather  open,  and  we 
hastened  on  to  escape  from  the  hot  desert  through 
which  we  were  marching ;  but  a  good  while  elapsed 
before  we  reached  the  border  of  the  valley,  which  on 
this  side  abounded  in  herbage.  After  a  mile  and  a 
half  we  reached  the  first  wild  palm-trees,  thriving  in 
separate  and  casually-formed  groups.  Then  followed 
a  belt  of  bare  black  ground,  covered  with  a  whitish 
crust  of  salt.  The  town,  on  the  top  of  a  broad  ter- 
raced rock,  seemed  as  far  off  as  ever.  But  I  urged 
on  my  Bii-S^fi  along  the  winding  path  over  the  hard 
ground ;  Richardson  and  Overweg  followed  close  be- 
hind,  while  the  camel-drivers  had  fallen  back  to  ex- 
change their  dirty  costume  for  one  more  decent.  At 
length  we  reached  the  north-western  foot  of  the  i>ic- 
turesque  hill,  and  chose  our  camping-ground  beyond 
the  shallow  bed  of  a  torrent  between  the  date-trees 
and  the  corn-fields,  near  the  largest  fountain, — a  very 
agreeable  resting-place,  after  the  dreary  desert  which 
we  had  traversed. 

We  had  felt  tired  so  long  as  the  place  was  yet 
ahead  of  us ;  but  we  had  no  sooner  reached  it  than 
all  fatigue  was  gone,  and  Overweg  and  I,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  mallem,  went  forth  to  view  the  in- 
teresting features  of  the  locality.  It  is  certainly  a 
very  rare  spectacle  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  to 
see  a  town  on  the  top  of  a  steep  terraced  hill  in  the 
midst  of  a  valley,  and  occupying  an  advantageous 
position  which  might  be  supposed  to  have  given  the 

VOL.  I.  L 
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intereatiiig  only  on  account  of  the  oval-shaped  form 
in  which   they  have   been    excavated,   as   they   are 

neither  remarkable  for  dimensions  nor  for 

(     j        regularity;  their  general  shape  is  this: 

r        ^j    A  larger  group  of  caverns  has  been  made 

in  a  detached  rocky  eminence,  upon 
which  at  present  the  cemetery  is  situated ;  but  it  is 
only  seventy-two  feet  in  length,  and  its  ground-plan 
is  far  from  being  regular- 

From  this  place  I  went  through  the  adjoining  grove, 
whichj  with  a  little  more  care,  might  easily  become 
a  very  beautiful  plantation ;  for  there  are  a  great 
many  %vells  of  very  little  depth,  and  the  water  is  led 
through  the  channels  with  slight  trouble*  Our  en- 
campment in  the  beautiful  moonlight,  with  not  a 
breath  of  wind  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  scene, 
was  pleasant  in  the  extreme,  and  we  all  felt  much  de^ 
lighted  and  greatly  restored. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  after  having  finished 
my  sketch  of  the  village  on  the  hill,  with  our  en- 
campment in  the  foreground ,  I  took  a  walk  all  round 
the  scattered  groups  of  the  plantation,  which  must 
have  suffered  a  great  deal  from  'Abd  el  Jelil,  even 
though  the  number  of  6000  trees,  which  he  is  said 
to  have  cut  down,  be  an  exaggeration ,  Towards  the 
east  side  the  salt  crust  is  still  thicker  than  on  the 
west,  and  is  very  unpleasant  for  walking.  I  found  here 
that,  in  addition  to  wheat  and  barley,  much  amdra  was 
cultivated  in  the  garden-fields,  besides  a  few  figs; 
but  1  saw  no  grapes.     Several  families  were  Hving 
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here  outside  in  light  huts  or  sheds  made  of  palm- 
branches,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  some  degree  of  happi- 
ness. At  the  south-east  end  of  the  plantation  rose  a 
hill  also  formed  of  marl,  and  very  similar  to  that  on 
which  the  town  is  situated.  The  names  of  the  villages 
along  the  valley,  proceeding  from  west  to  east,  are  the 
following :  after  E'deri,  T^mesdn ;  then  Wuenzerik, 
Berga  (a  couple  of  villages  distinguished  as  B.  el  foka 
and  B.  el  utiyah),  Giita,  Turut,  El  Ghurda,  Mehe- 
rdga,  Agdr,  G6gam,  Kosaer  Sellam,  T&mezawa, 
Aneriiya,  Zeluaz,  Abrdk,  Gireh,  Debdeb,  and  Ash- 
kiddeh.  The  valley  has  two  kaids,  one  of  whom, 
'Abd  el  Rahmdn,  resides  at  present  in  Temesan,  while 
the  residence  of  the  other,  'Agha  Hassan  e'  Rawi, 
is  in  Tdmezawa.  Meherdga  seems  to  be  the  most 
populous  of  the  villages.  Abrak  has  the  advantage 
of  a  school. 

We  left  our  picturesque  encampment  in 

April  28th.  -  •  1  , 

order  to  commence  the  passage  over  the 
sand-hills  which  separate  the  shallow  "rent"  of  Wadi 
Shiydti  from  the  deeper  valley  the  Wadi  el  Gharbi,  the 
great  valley  par  excellence.  It  is  rather  singular  that 
even  the  higher  ground,  which  is  elevated  about  fifty 
feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  is  entirely  covered 
with  a  crust  of  salt.  Having  traversed  this,  we 
began  the  ascent  of  the  sand-hills,  which  in  several 
favoured  spots  present  small  clusters  of  palm-trees, 
which  too  have  their  proprietors.  Mukni,  the  father 
of  Yusuf,  Mr.  Richardson's  interpreter,  is  said  to 
have  killed  a  great  many  Welad  Sliradn  hereabouts. 
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The  most  considerable  of  tlie  depressions  or  hollows 
in  the  sand,  which  are  decked  with  palm-treesj  is  the 
Wadi  Shiiikh,  which  afforded  in  truth  a  very  curious 
spectacle, — a  narrow  range  of  palm-trees  half-burled 
between  high  sand-hills,  some  of  them  standing  on 
the  tops  of  hillocks,  others  in  deep  hollows,  with 
the  head  alone  visible.  At  length,  after  a  good  deal 
of  fatigue,  we  encamped  in  Wadi  Guber,  another 
shallow  cavity  between  sand-hills  with  brackish  water 
and  a  few  palm-trees.  Here  our  camel-drivers  them* 
selves  possessed  a  few  trees,  and,  of  course,  were 
more  interested  in  the  inspection  of  their  own  pro- 
perty than  in  starting  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
day. 

When  we  resumed  our  march  we  found  our  work 
more  difficult  than  before,  the  sand-hills  assuming  a 
steepness  most  trying  for  the  camels,  particularly  at 
the  brink  of  the  slopes.  We  were  several  times 
obliged  to  flatten  away  the  edges  with  our  hands, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  camels'  ascent.  I  went  ge* 
nerally  a  little  in  front,  conducted  by  Mohammed 
ben  Sbaeda,  one  of  our  camel-drivers,  who,  from 
the  moment  we  had  entered  Pezzdn,  had  exchanged 
the  quarrelsome  character  by  which  he  had  made 
himself  disagreeable  to  us,  for  very  obliging  and 
pleasing  manners,  and  was  anxious  to  give  me  every 
information.  He  told  me  that  this  belt  of  sand 
extended  in  a  south-west  and  north<cast  direction 
from  Dwcsa  as  far  as  Fukka,  a  place^  according  to 
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him,  five  days'  march  on  this  side  of  S6kna»  He 
added,  that  however  high  and  steep  we  might  think 
these  sand-hills,  they  were  nothing  in  comparison 
with  those  in  the  direction  of  the  natron-lakes ;  but, 
in  making  this  remark,  I  think  he  wanted  to  excuse 
himself  and  his  companions  for  taking  us  this  long 
way  round  by  the  west.  He  knew  that  it  was  our 
desire  to  visit  the  natron-lakes,  and  that  our  direct 
way  to  Murzuk  led  by  those  lakes,  while  their  object 
was  to  take  us  to  their  native  village  Ugr^fe.  Mo- 
hammed stated  that  each  district  in  Fezzdn  has  its 
own  peculiar  dialect;  and  he  contended  that,  while 
the  inhabitants  of  Wadi  Shdti  speak  a  good  sort  of 
Arabic,  similar  to  that  spoken  in  Mizda,  the  people 
of  the  great  wadi  (Wadi  el  Gharbi)  make  use  of  a 
corrupt  dialect. 

Meanwhile  the  caravan  remained  very  far  behind, 
and  we  thought  it  prudent  to  wait  for  them  in  Wadi 
Tawil,  particularly  as  the  path  divided  here.  It  was 
so  hot  that  my  camel,  when  I  let  it  loose  to  browse 
a  little,  would  not  touch  anything.  When  the  other 
camel-drivers  at  length  came  up,  there  was  a  dispute 
as  to  the  path  to  be  followed;  but  the  truth  was, 
that  while  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  the  direct 
road  to  Murzuk,  some  of  the  camel-drivers  wished  to 
take  us  to  Ubdri.  But  at  length  the  other  party,  in- 
terested only  in  carrying  us  westward  as  far  as 
Ugr<5fe,  which  was  a  great  deal  out  of  our  route, 
got  the  upper  hand,  and  we  left  the  road  to  Ubdri, 
which   passes   only   two   wadis,   or    hollows,    called 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Chap.  VI.  THE   SANDY  REGION.  151 

Tekdr  and  Tglah,  both  with  bad  water,  to  the  west, 
and  followed  the  road  to  Ugr^fe. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  encamped 
in  the  Wadi  Mukm^da,  near  the  sand-hills  bordering 
its  southern  side,  under  the  shade  of  a  wild  palm- 
bush.  Close  to  it  was  very  good  water  only  two 
feet  below  the  surface;  but  as  the  hole  had  only 
just  been  made,  it  contained  much  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  The  following  day  we  crossed  several 
smaller  valleys  with  a  few  palm-trees  (but  a  larger 
grove  adorned  the  Wadi  Jemdl),  all  belonging  to  one 
of  our  camel-drivers  of  the  name  of  Bii-Bakr.  He 
also  possessed  here  a  magazine,  built  of  bricks,  and 
probably  several  centuries  old,  but  entirely  covered 
with  sand,  where  he  had  deposited  forty  camel-loads 
of  dates.  They  were  of  the  kind  called  tefsirt,  of 
very  large  size  and  exquisite  taste,  and  were  eagerly 
devoured  by  our  people.  After  having  refreshed  our- 
selves for  a  moment,  we  went  on,  having  just  before 
us  the  very  steepest  ascent  that  occurs  on  the  whole 
road.  I  was  obliged  to  dismount  from  my  beauti- 
ful Bii-S^fi  in  order  to  get  him  over  it.  This  ridge 
being  once  behind  us,  we  were  told  that  all  the  "  wdr" 
was  over ;  there  were,  however,  still  a  few  "  difficult 
passes"  before  us.  In  the  Wadi  Gellah,  which  we 
next  crossed,  we  found  the  footsteps  of  a  flock  of 
sheep  and  of  a  single  camel,  which  latter  animal  finds 
plenty  of  food  in  this  sandy  district,  and,  at  the  shallow 
well  in  Wadi'Uglah,  is  able  to  quench  its  thirst 
without  the  assistance  of  man.    Thence  we  descended 
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into  Wadi  Tigid^fa,  where  we  encamped  near  a 
couple  of  palm-trees,  the  only  ones  in  the  wadi ;  a 
copious  well  of  very  good  water  was  near  them, 
overshadowed  by  a  thick  cluster  of  palm-bushes.  It 
was  altogether  a  very  satisfactory  camping-ground, 
except  that  it  swarmed  with  camel-bugs,  as  such 
places  in  the  desert  generally  do, 
Wednesday,  With  a  general  impulse  of  energy,  we 
^*^  ^^^  started  this  morning  at  a  very  early  hour, 
twenty  minutes  past  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in 
order  to  get  out  of  the  sands,  and  to  arrive  in  "  the 
Wadi."  After  seven  hours'  constant  march,  we  at 
length  got  a  fine  view  of  the  steep  cliffs  which 
enclose  the  Wadi  on  the  south  side,  and  which  con- 
trasted marvellously  with  the  white  sand-hills  in  the 
foreground ;  for,  stretching  out  in  a  horizontal  dark 
line  which  faded  away  at  each  end,  they  exhibited  an 
illusive  picture  of  a  lake  spread  out  before  us  in  the 
remote  distance.  The  cool  east  wind,  which  had 
blown  in  the  morning,  and  promised  a  fine  day, 
changed,  as  is  very  common  in  these  regions,  towards 
noon  into  a  hot  south  wind,  and  made  us  very  un- 
comfortable  and  susceptible  of  the  fatigue  of  a  long 
march,  particularly  as  the  distance  proved  much 
greater  than  we  had  expected.  Indeed  it  was  not  till 
nearly  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  that  Mr.  Richard- 
son and  I,  who  were  much  in  advance  of  the  caravan, 
reached  the  bgrder  of  the  Wadi,  and  shortly  afterwards 
the  well  Moghrds,  at  the  foot  of  two  tall  palm-trees, 
where  we  found  a  woman  with  two  neatly  dressed 
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chUdren.  They  belonged  to  the  Azkdr-Tawdrek, 
who,  leaving  their  miserable  abodes,  migrate  to  these 
more  fertile  districts,  where  they  build  themselves 
light  cottages  of  palm-branches,  and  indulge  in  a 
patriarchal  life,  breeding  camels  and  rearing  sheep. 
Near  almost  every  village  in  the  Wadi,  outside  the 
palm-grove,  in  the  bare  naked  bottom  of  the  valley, 
these  poor  people  form  a  sort  of  suburb  of  frail 
huts;  but  nevertheless  they  keep  up  family  ties 
with  their  brethren  near  Gh&t,  and  respect  in  some 
degree  the  authority  of  the  chief  Nakhniikhen.  That 
this  state  of  things  might  become  very  unfavourable 
to  Fezzdn  in  an  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  the 
Turks  and  the  Tawdrek,  is  obvious;  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  say  more  on  this  subject  further  on. 
A  belt  of  saline  incrustation,  of  more  than  half  a  mile 
in  breadth,  runs  through  the  middle  of  the  valley, 
forming  a  line  of  demarcation  between  the  separate 
palm-groups  and  the  continuous  grove. 

On  reaching  this  grove  we  soon  caught  sight  qf 
the  famous  village  Ugr^fe,  the  residence  of  our 
camel-drivers,  which  was  to  them  the  grand  point 
of  attraction,  and  in  truth  the  only  cause  of  our 
taking  this  westerly  route.  It  consisted  of  about 
thirty  light  and  low  dwellings  made  of  clay  and  palm- 
branches,  and  lay  near  an  open  space  where  we  were 
desired  to  encamp;  but  longing  for  shade,  we  went  a 
little  further  on,  and  encamped  near  two  splendid 
ethel- trees  {Tamarix  orientalis)^  the  largest  I  ever 
saw  before  I  reached  E'geri.     When  the  camels  came 
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up  and  the   tents  were  pitched,    the   encampment 
proved  most  agreeable. 


Early  next  morning  I  was  again  in  motion,  roving 
over  the  plantation,  and  was  very  much  pleased  with 
its  general  character.  The  corn,  which  was  a  fine 
crop,  was  just  ripe  and  about  to  be  harvested;  and 
close  to  our  camping-ground  two  negro  slaves  were 
employed  in  cutting  it,  while  three  or  four  negresses 
carried  it  away  to  the  stores.  The  negroes  were 
powerful  young  fellows ;  the  women  were  rather 
ugly,  excepting  one,  who  had  a  very  handsome 
figure,  and  by  coquettish  demeanour  tried  to  make 
herself  more  attractive.  All  of  them  accompanied 
their  work  with    singing   and   wanton   movements, 
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and  gave  distinct  manifestations  of  the  customs  of 
this  district,  which  is  notorious  for  the  familiarity  of 
its  female  inhabitants  with  the  large  caravans  of  pil- 
grims who  annually  pass  through  the  Wadi  on  their 
way  to  or  from  Mekka.  The  fields  are  watered  from 
large  holes  or  wells,  which  are  sunk  through  layers 
of  variegated  marl. 

Being  anxious  to  visit  Old  Jerma,  and  to  con- 
vince myself  of  its  identity  with  the  Garama  of  the 
Romans,  I  hired  a  miserable  little  donkey,  and, 
accompanied  by  the  stupid  young  son  of  Sbaeda,  set 
out  on  an  exploring  expedition  into  the  eastern 
part  of  the  valley.  Keeping  in  general  along  the 
southern  border  of  the  plantation,  and  having  on  my 
right  the  precipitous  rocky  cliff,  of  from  300  to  400 
feet  elevation,  I  went  on  slowly  till  I  reached  the 
south-west  corner  of  Jerma  kadim,  fortified  with  a 
quadrangular  tower  built  of  clay,  and  exhibiting  a 
very  curious  arrangement  in  its  interior.  The  whole 
circumference  of  the  town,  which  was  deserted  long 
ago,  is  about  5000  paces.  Here,  near  the  town,  there 
are  no  Roman  ruins  whatever,  but  the  remains  of 
several  large  and  strong  towers  built  of  clay  are  to 
be  seen  a  little  further  on ;  and  being  unable  to  make 
out  the  sepulchre  described  by  Dr.  Oudney*,  I  was 
obliged  to  go  to  Tawdsh,  the  village  inhabited  by 
the  Merabetin.    It  is  divided  into  three  distinct  parts, 

♦  Excarsion  to  the  Westward  of  Mourzuk,  p.  xlvii.,  Denham 
and  Glapperton. 
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a  Tarki  village,  consisting  of  huts  of  palm-branches, 
an  outer  suburb  of  scattered  dwellings  built  of  clay, 
and  a  small  quadrangular  place  of  very  regular  shape, 
surrounded  by  earthen  walls,  and  furnished  with 
two  gates,  one  on  the  east,  and  the  other  on  the  west 
side,  and  regular  streets  crossing  at  right  angles. 
Having  here  obtained  a  guide  from  Haj  Mohammed 
Saidi,  a  wealthy  man  and  the  owner  of  almost  all 
our  camels,  I  started  for  the  Roman  monument, 
situated  in  the  wide  opening  of  the  southern  recess.  I 
found  it  in  tolerably  good  preservation,  and  without 
delay  made  a  sketch  of  it,  as  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  an 
object  of  special  interest  as  the  southernmost  relic  of 
the  Eoman  dominion.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that 
several  years  before  the  beginning  of  our  era  the 
Romans  should  have  penetrated  as  far  as  this  place  ; 
and  that  their  dominion  here  was  not  of  a  merely 
transitory  nature,  this  monument  seems  clearly  to 
show.  It  is  only  one  story  high,  and  seems  never 
to  have  been  loftier.  This  is  evidently  characteristic 
of  the  age  in  which  it  was  built ;  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  it  is  not  later  than  the  time  of  Augustus.  Those 
high  steeple-tombs  which  I  have  described  above, 
seem  not  to  have  come  into  fashion  before  the  middle 
of  the  2nd  century  after  Christ.*  The  base  measures 
7  ft.  9^  in.  on  the  west  and  east  sides,  and  at  least 

♦  Lucius  Balbus  Gaditanus,  the  conqueror  of  Cydamus  (Gba- 
ddmes)  as  well  as  of  Garama  (Jerma),  celebrated  bis  triumpb  in 
the  year  18  b.  c.  or  a.  u.  735.  (Plin.  N.  H.  1.  v.  c.  5. ;  Velleius 
Patercul.  ii.  51. ;  Strabo,  iii.  169. ;  Marmor  Capitolin.)    The  names 
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7  ft.  4  in.  on  the  other  two  sides,  including  a  spacious 
sepulchral  chamber  or  burial-room;   but  while  the 


base  forms  almost  a  quadrangle,  the  sides  of  the  prin- 
cipal structure  are  of  very  different  dimensions,  mea- 
suring not  more  than  5  ft.  8^  in.  on  the  north  and 
south,  and  7  ft.  on  the  west  and  east  sides.  It  is 
adorned  with  pilasters  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The 
whole  monument  is  covered  with  Tfinagh  or  Berber 
writing,  which  was  not  only  intelligible  to  me,  but 


and  pictures  of  the  other  nations  and  towns,  which  Balbas  carried 
in  his  triumph  (Plinius,  L  c),  were  evidently  a  mere  show,  com- 
prising, most  probably,  all  the  information  which  he  had  been  able 
to  obtain  of  the  interior. 
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also  to  our  young  camel-driver  *Ali  Kardmra,  whose 
family  lives  in  this  part  of  the  wadi,  in  a  homely  little 
dwelling  of  palm-leaves.  However,  as  the  writing  was 
very  careless,  and  my  time  was  fully  taken  up  with 
sketching  the  more  important  subjects,  I  did  not  copy 
the  inscriptions,  which  indeed  are  only  names ;  but  of 
course  even  names  might  contribute  something  to- 
wards elucidating  the  history  of  the  country. 

By  a  direct  path  I  returned  from  this  place  to  our 
encampment,  and  felt  rather  fatigued,  having  been  in 
motion  during  all  the  heat  of  the  day.  The  south 
wind  still  increased  in  the  evening ;  and  we  could  dis- 
tinctly see  that  it  was  raining  towards  the  longed-for 
region  whither  we  were  going,  while  we  had  nothing 
from  it  but  clouds  of  sand.  Overweg,  meanwhile,  had 
ascended  in  the  morning  the  highest  cliflf  of  the  sand- 
stone rocks  forming  the  southern  border  of  the  valley, 
and  had  found  it  to  be  1605  feet  high,  or  413  feet 
above  the  ground  at  our  encampment. 
Friday,  Having  heard,  the  day  before,  in  the  vil- 
May  Sri  j^^g^  ^f  ^j^^  MerdbetiD,  that  Hdj  Mohammed, 
the  owner  of  our  camels,  ordered  the  boy  who  was 
with  me  to  tell  Sbaeda,  his  father,  that  they  should 
not  start  before  this  evening,  I  was  not  surprised 
at  our  camel-drivers  not  bringing  the  camels  in  the 
morning.  It  was  almost  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
when  Overweg  and  I  at  length  pushed  on,  entering 
the  extensive  grove  of  New  Jerraa,  —  a  miserable 
place,  which,  being  entirely  shut  in  by  the  palm- 
grove,  is  almost  deserted.     The  grove,  however,  ex- 
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hibited  a  very  interesting  aspect,  all  the  trees  being 
furnished  with  a  thick  cluster  of  palm-bush  at  their 
roots,  while  the  old  dry  leaves  were  left  hanging  down 
underneath  the  young  fresh  crown,  and  even  lower 
down  the  stem,  not  being  cut  off  so  short  as  is 
customary  near  the  coast.  But  picturesque  as  the 
state  of  the  trees  was,  it  did  not  argue  much  in 
favour  of  the  industry  of  the  inhabitants ;  for  it  is 
well-known  to  Eastern  travellers  that  the  palm-tree 
is  most  picturesque  in  its  wildest  state.  Beyond  the 
town  the  grove  becomes  thinner,  and  the  ethel-tree 
predominates  over  the  palm-tree ;  but  there  is  much 
palm-bush. 

We  entered  another  grove,  which  stretches  far 
northward  into  the  valley,  its  produce  being,  accord- 
ing to  our  camel-drivers,  entirely  reserved  for  the 
poor.  Having  passed  Tawdsh,  with  its  little  grove, 
we  entered  the  fine  plantation  of  Br6k,  enlivened  by 
the  bleating  of  sheep  and  goats.  Here,  in  the  small 
fields  where  com  is  cultivated,  the  ground  is  thickly 
incrusted  with  salt  and  soda.  We  at  length  encamped 
near  the  grove  of  Tewiwa,  close  to  the  village  of  the 
same  name,  and  to  the  north  side  of  the  Merdbet  Sidi 
e'  Saldm. 

The  next  morning,  while  the  camels  were  loading, 
I  visited  the  interior  of  the  village.  The  walls  have 
given  way  in  several  places,  and  the  whole  made  the 
impression  of  a  half-deserted  place  ;  but  the  little 
kasbah,  which  is  never  wanting  in  any  of  these  towns, 
was  in  tolerable  condition.  One  of  the  inhabitants,  on 
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being  asked  why  the  village  was  so  much  decayed, 
told  me  that  a  torrent  had  destroyed  a  great  portion 
of  it  nine  years  ago,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
greater  part  of  its  population  had  dispersed  abroad, 
only  about  twenty  families  now  remaining.  But  this  is 
the  condition  of  nearly  all  the  places  in  FezzAn;  and  it 
can  be  partially  accounted  for  only  by  supposing  that 
many  of  the  male  inhabitants  go  off  to  Negroland,  to 
avoid  being  made  soldiers.  A  very  extensive  grove 
belongs  to  Tewiwa;  but  the  plain  between  the  village 
and  the  rocks  is  rather  open,  only  a  few  patches  of 
corn-field  being  scattered  thereabouts.  Three  vast  and 
detached  buttresses,  which  jut  out  from  the  cliflfia  into 
the  plain,  give  a  very  picturesque  appearance  to  the 
groves  and  villages  which  we  passed  on  our  route. 

We  were  just  proceeding  in  the  best  manner,  when 
a  halt  was  ordered,  from  very  insufficient  reasons,  a 
little  south  from  the  village  Tekertiba,  where  we  were 
to  pass  the  heat.  Meanwhile  I  ascended  a  ridge  of 
rocks  which,  a  little  further  down,  crossed  the  valley 
from  the  southern  border.  The  ridge  was  a  narrow, 
steep,  wall-like  cliff,  which  afforded  a  very  interesting 
view  of  the  end,  or  rather  beginning,  of  the  fertile 
Wadi,  which  was  close  at  hand. 

From  the  highest  point  of  the  ridge  I  descended 
northwards,  crossing  a  small  defile,  which  is  formed 
between  the  two  rocky  buttresses  to  the  north  and 
south,  the  latter  being  the  more  considerable.  Along 
it  runs  a  path,  connecting  the  two  valleys.  Here  I 
obtained  a  view  of  the  fresh  green  valley  on  the  one 
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side,  and  the  destructive  sand-hills  on  the  other,  and 
directed  my  steps  to  the  plantation,  where  young 
people  were  busily  engaged  in  drawing  water  from 
the  large  pond-like  wells.  The  beams,  by  means  of 
which  the  water  is  drawn  up,  require  to  be  strongly 
constructed,  the  whole  of  the  khattdr  having  a  height 
of  from  sixty  to  eighty  feet.  These  draw-wells  are 
always  placed  in  pairs ;  and  a  couple  oT  miserable 
asses,  partners  in  suffering,  do  all  the  work.  The 
young  male  labourers  all  wore  straw-hats,  and  had 
an  energetic  appearance. 

The  northern  border  of  the  plantation  is  now 
menaced  by  the  approach  of  the  sand-hills,  which 
have  already  overwhelmed  the  last  range  of  palm- 
trees.  There  is  a  curious  tradition  in  Tekertiba, 
that  from  the  highest  peak  of  the  cliffs  bordering 
the  valley  on  the  south  side,  a  rivulet  or  brook,  issu- 
ing from  a  spring,  runs  down  into  the  valley  un- 
derground. There  were,  it  is  related,  originally 
several  canals  or  stream- works  leading  down  to  this 
subterranean  aqueduct ;  but  they  have  been  all  filled 
up.  The  village  itself,  on  the  south  border  of  the 
plantation,  is  tolerably  large,  but  is  inhabit^  by  only 
forty  families  at  the  utmost,  though  it  is  the  most 
populous  place  in  the  valley  next  to  Ubdri. 
•  By  the  exertion  of  much  energy,  I  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  the  afternoon  in  getting  our  little  caravan 
again  under  way ;  and  we  left  the  Great  Wadi 
through  the  defile,  which  appears  to  have  been  once 
defended  by  walls,  and,  having  crossed  some  irregular 
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depressed  plains,  encamped  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  in  a  wadi  with  a  moderate  supply  of  herbage. 
Starting  on  the  following  morning,  at  an  early  hour, 
we  soon  emerged  into  a  more  open  level,  beautifully 
adorned  with  fine  talha-trees,  and  having  with  diffi- 
culty dragged  on  our  camel-drivers,  who  shortly 
afterwards  wanted  to  encamp  in  Wadi  Kesdn,  we 
entered  a  dreary  wilderness,  from  which  we  did-  not 
emerge  till  we  arrived  at  the  plantation  of  AghAr, 
where  we  encamped. 
Monday,  All  the  pcoplc  wcrc  cagcr  to  reach  to-day 
May  6Ul  ^j^^  £pg^  great  station  of  our  journey ;  but 
owing  to  the  straying  of  some  of  the  camels,  we 
were  unable  to  start  quite  as  early  as  we  wished. 
The  country  in  general  was  very  sterile,  presenting 
only  a  few  small  date-groves,  which  we  passed  at 
greater  or  less  distance,  and  at  length,  when  we 
reached  the  plantation  of  Miirzuk  itself,  we  were  far 
from  finding  in  it  that  picturesque  and  refreshing 
character  which  we  had  admired  in  the  palm-groves 
of  the  Wadi.  These  had  formed  a  dense  beautiful 
shade  and  fine  groups ;  while  the  plantation  of  Miir^ 
zuk  was  scattered  about  in  thin  growth,  so  that  it 
was  scarcely  possible  to  determine  exactly  where  it 
began  or  where  it  ended.  Thus  we  reached  the  wall 
of  the  town,  built  of  a  sort  of  clay  glittering  with 
saline  incrustations  ;  and  going  round  the'  whole 
western  and  northern  sides,  which  have  no  gate  wide 
enough  for  a  caravan,  we  halted  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  town,  not  far  from  the  camp  of  the  pilgrims 
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who  were  returning  from  Egypt  to  Marocco  and 
Tawdt,  till  Mr.  Gagliuffi  came  out  of  the  town,  and 
brought  us  in.  Mr.  Richardson  had  arrived  about  an 
hour  before  us.  I  was  lodged  in  a  cool  and  airy 
room  on  the  N.E.  comer  of  Mr.  Gagliuffi's  house, 
which  had  within  the  court  a  very  pleasant  half- 
covered  hall.  Mr.  Gagliuffi  treated  us  with  all  pos- 
sible hospitality,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  render 
our  stay  in  the  town  agreeable. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


RESIOENOB   IN   MURZUK. 


Unfortunately  our  ^tay  in  Mtirzuk  seemed  likely  to 
become  a  very  long  one,  as  the  chiefs  from  Gh4t, 
who  were  to  take  us  under  their  protection,  were  not 
yet  sent  for ;  the  courier  with  our  letters,  to  which 
was  added  a  missive  from  the  acting  governor,  pro- 
mising perfect  security  to  the  chiefs,  did  not  set  out 
till  the  8th  of  May.  No  doubt,  in  order  to  visit  Air, 
a  country  never  before  trodden  by  European  foot,  with 
any  degree  of  safety,  we  wanted  some  powerful  protec- 
tion ;  but  it  was  very  questionable  whether  any  of  the 
chiefs  of  Ghdt  could  afford  us  such,  while  the  sending 
for  them  expressly  to  come  to  Miirzuk  to  fetch  us 
would,  of  course,  raise  their  pretensions  very  high, 
and  in  the  same  degree  those  of  other  chiefs  whose 
territory  we  should  enter  hereafter.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  this  mode  of  procedure  having  been  once 
adopted,  the  question  arose,  whether  all  three  of  us 
should  proceed  to  Ghdt ;  and  it  was  decided,  the  very 
next  day  after  our  arrival,  that  the  director  of  the 
expedition  alone  (Mr.  Richardson)  should  touch  at 
that  place,  in  order  to  make,  if  possible,  a  treaty  with 
the  chiefs  in  that  quarter,  while  Mr.  Overweg  and  I 
were  to  proceed  with  the  caravan  by  the  southern 
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route  directly  to  the  well  Ariklm,  and  there  to  await 
Mr.  Richardson. 

Providentially,  a  man  had  been  sent  to  act  as 
mediator  between  us  and  the  countries  to  which 
we  were  about  to  direct  our  steps.  He  had  been 
recommended  to  us  in  the  very  strongest  terms 
by  Hassan  Bashd,  the  former  governor  of  Fezzdn, 
whom  we  had  frequently  seen  in  Tripoli,  and  who 
knew  something  about  the  men  of  influence  and 
authority  in  Negroland.  This  man  was  Mohammed 
B<5ro,  who,  with  the  title  Serki-n-turdwa,  "  Lord  of 
the  Whites,*'  resided  generally  in  A'gades,  but  had 
also  a  house  and  many  connections  in  ScSkoto,  and 
at  present  was  on  his  home-journey  from  a  pil- 
grimage to  Mekka.  It  was  a  great  pity  that  Mr. 
Gagliuffi,  H.  M.'s  agent  and  our  host,  influenced  I 
know  not  by  whom,  greatly  underrated  the  import- 
ance of  this  man,  and  treated  him  with  very  little 
consideration.  He  was  represented  to  us  as  an  in- 
triguer who,  besides,  arrogated  to  himself  much 
more  consequence  than  he  was  really  entitled  to  — 
a  man,  in  short,  whose  friendship  was  scarcely  worth, 
cultivating,  at  least  not  at  any  sacrifice. 

Mohammed  B6ro  called  upon  us  on  the  8th  of  May 
at  Gagliuffi's  house.  He  was  an  elderly,  respect- 
able-looking man,  wearing  a  gi*een  bemiis  over  white 
under-clothes.  He  could  speak  but  little  Arabic, 
but  received  Mr.  Gagliuffi's  empty  and  rather  ironical 
assurances,  that  the  whole  welfare  and  success  of  the 
expedition  were  placed  in  his  (Mohammed  B6ro's) 
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hands,  with  a  continual  strain  of  "  el  hamdu  liMhi  "s. 
In  his  company  were  his  eldest  son  and  another 
man  of  Asben.  He  afterwards  sent  us  some  giiro, 
or  kola-nuts,  of  which  he  seemed  to  have  a  great 
stock,  and  which  he  also  sold  in  the  market.  6a- 
gliuffi  sent  him,  as  an  acknowledgment,  a  very  lean 
sheep,  which,  with  a  small  loaf  of  sugar,  was  all  he 
got  from  us  in  Miirzuk«.  Instead  of  gaining  his 
friendship,  this  treatment  served  only  to  irritate 
him,  and  was  productive  of  some  very  bad  conse- 
quences for  us.  This  interesting  person  will  appear 
in  his  true  character  and  importance  in  the  course  of 
this  narrative. 

The  appearance  of  Mtirzuk  is  rather  picturesque ; 
but  its  extreme  aridity  is  felt  at  once ;  and  this  feeling 
grows  stronger  on  a  prolonged  residence.*  Even  in 
the  plantation  which  surrounds  it  there  are  only  a 
few  favoured  spots  where,  under  the  protection  of  a 
deeper  shade  of  the  date-trees,  a  few  fruit-trees  can 
be  cultivated,  such  as  pomegranates,  figs,  and  peaches. 
Culinary  vegetables,  including  onions,  are  extremely 
scarce;  milk,  except  a  little  from  the  goats,  is  of 
course  quite  out  of  the  question. 

The  town  lies  in  a  flat  hollow,  "  H6frah,"  which  is 
the  appropriate  native  name  of  the  district,  but  never- 

♦  I  will  here  only  remark,  that  the  degree  of  heat  observed  here 
bj  Captain  Lyon,  which  has  astonished  and  perplexed  all  scien- 
tific men,  is  not  the  real  state  of  the  atmosphere,  but  evidently 
depended  upon  the  peculiar  character  of  the  locality  where  that 
enterprising  and  meritorious  traveller  had  placed  his  thermometer. 
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theless  at  the  considerable  elevation  of  1495  ft.,  sur- 
rounded by  ridges  of  sand ;  and  in  this  hollow  lies 
scattered  the  plantation,  without  the  least  symmetry 
of  arrangement  or  mark  of  order.  In  some  places  it 
forms  a  long  narrow  strip  extending  to  a  great  dis- 
tance, in  others  a  detached  grove,  while  on  the  south- 
east side  of  the  town  the  desert  approaches  close  to 
the  walls  in  a  deep  inlet.  Towards  the  east  a  little 
grove  apart  forms  as  it  were  an  advanced  post.  The 
densest  and  finest  part  of  the  grove  is  towards  the 
north,  where  also  are  the  greatest  number  of  gardens 
and  fields  in  which  wheat,  barley,  g^dheb  (or  rather 
k^dheb),  and  a  few  vegetables,  are  cultivated  with 
much  labour.  In  the  same  quarter  also  the  greatest 
number  of  cottages  are  to  be  found,  including  huts 
(large  and  small)  made  of  palm  branches, — the  former 
consisting  of  several  apartments  and  a  small  court- 
yard, the  latter  having  generally  only  one  room  of 
very  narrow  dimensions. 

In  the  midst  of  this  plantation  lies  Miirzuk.  It  is 
situated  so  as  not  to  face  the  cardinal  points,  but 
with  a  deviation  from  them  of  thirty  degrees,  the  north 
side  running  N.  30"^  E.,  S.  30^  W.,  and  so  on :  it  is  less 
than  two  miles  in  circumference.  The  walls,  built  of 
clay,  with  round  and  pointed  bastions,  but  partly 
in  bad  repair,  have  two  gates,  the  largest  on  the  east, 
and  the  other  on  the  west  side.  There  is  only  a 
very  small  gdte  on  the  north  side,  and  there  is  none 
towards  the  south.  This  quarter  of  the  town  has 
b6en  greatly  contracted  by  *Abd  el  Jelil,  as  the  re- 
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mains  of  the  old  wall  of  the  time  of  Mukni  clearly 
show ;  but  the  town  is  still  much  too  large  for  its 
scanty  population,  which  is  said  now  to  amount 
to  2800,  and  the  greatest  part  of  it,  especially  in 
the  quarters  most  distant  from  the  bazar,  is  thinly 
inhabited  and  half  in  ruins.  The  characteristic  fea- 
ture of  the  town,  which  shows  that  it  has  more  points 
of  relation  with  Negroland  than  with  the  lands  of 
the  Arabs,  is  the  spacious  road  or  "  dendal"  stretch- 
ing out  from  the  eastern  gate  as  far  as  the  castle,  and 
making  the  principal  part  of  the  town  more  airy,  but 
also  infinitely  more  exposed  to  the  heat. 

The  bazar,  of  course,  is  the  most  frequented  part 
of  the  town.  It  lies  nearly  half-way  between  the  east 
and  west  gates,  but  a  little  nearer  to  the  former,  and 
aflTords,  with  its  halls  of  palm-stems,  a  very  comfortable 
place  for  the  sellers  and  buyers.  The  watch-house  at 
the  east  end  of  the  bazar,  and  almost  opposite  Mr. 
Gagliuffi's  house  (from  the  terrace  of  which  the  accom? 
panying  view  was  taken),  is  ornamented  with  a  portico 
of  six  columns,  which  adds  to  the  neat  appearance 
of  this  quarter  of  the  town.  The  k^bah  is  the  same 
as  in  Captain  Lyon's  time,  with  its  immense  walls 
and  small  apartments  ;  but  the  outer  court  has  been 
much  improved  by  the  building  of  a  barrack  or  kish- 
lah,  which  now  forms  its  northern  portion.  It  is  a 
large  quadrangular  building,  with  a  spacious  espla- 
nade in  the  interior,  around  which  are  arranged  the 
principal  apartments.  The  building  is  said  to  be 
capable  of  containing  2000  men,  though  at  present 
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there  are  but  400  in  the  garrison,  who  are  well  lodged 
and  fed. 

The  accompanying  sketch  of  a  ground-plan  will 
give  a  tolerably  exact  idea  of  the  whole  character  of 
the  town. 


1  Ciutom-hoitfle. 

2.  Goard-hoiue. 

3.  Watch-house. 

4.  Mr.  Gaglkiffi's  house. 

5.  Garden. 

6.  House  of  the  agent  of  Btfrnu. 


7.  Hosqne. 

8.  First  oonrtjard  of  k^bah. 

9.  Kishlah. 

10.  Staircase   leading  to  the  upper 
apartments. 


With  regard  to  commerce,  the  condition  of  M&rzuk 
is  very  different  from  that  of  Ghad&mes.  The  latter 
is  the  residence  of  wealthy  merchants,  who  embark 
all  their  capital  in  commercial  enterprises,  and  bring 
home  their  own  merchandise;  But  Miirzuk  is  rather 
the  thoroughfare  than  the  seat  of  a  considerable  com- 
merce, the  whole  annual  value  of  imports  and  exports 
amounting,  in  a  round  sum,  to  100,000  Spanish  dol- 
lars; and  the  place,  therefore,  is  usually  in  great 
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want  of  money,  the  foreign  merchants,  when  they 
have  sold  their  merchandise,  carrying  away  its  price 
in  specie,  —  the  Mejabera  to  Jdlo,  the  T6bu  to  Bilma 
and  B6rnu,  the  people  of  Tawat  and  Ghaddmes  to 
their  respective  homes.  Few  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants of  Miirzuk  are  natives  of  the  place.  The 
western  or  Suddn  route  is  more  favourable  to  com- 
merce than  the  route  to  B6rnu.  On  the  latter  the 
Tawdrek  are  always  ready  to  furnish  any  number  of 
camels  to  carry  merchandise,  and  to  guarantee  their 
«afety,  while  the  road  to  B6rnu,  which  is  the  nearest 
for  Miir^uk,  is  in  such  a  precarious  state,  that  the 
merchant  who  selects  it  must  convey  his  merchandise 
on  his  own  camels  and  at  his  own  risk.  As  for  the 
routes  through  Fezzdn,  the  Hotmdn,  the  Zwdya,  and 
the  Meg^sha  are  the  general  carriers  of  the  merchan- 
dise ;  while,  on  the  route  to  Suddn,  the  conveyance 
at  present  is  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Tin^lkum. 

As  soon  as  Gagliuffi  learned  distinctly  the  plan  of 
our  expedition,  he  made  an  agreement  with  these 
people  to  take  our  things  as  far  as  Seliifiet ;  and  they 
were  anxious  to  be  oflF.  After  much  procrastination, 
they  fixed  upon  the  6th  of  June  for  taking  away 
the  merchandise  with  which  we  had  been  provided 
here*  We  were  to  follow  on  the  12th;  but  the 
luggage  not  being  ready  at  an  early  hour,  our  final 
departure  was  fixed  for  the  13th. 
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CHAP.  VIIL 

THE   DESEBT.  —  TASlwA. — EXACTIONS  OP  THE  ESCOBT.  —  DELAY 
AT  ElXwEN. 


Accompanied  by  Mr.  Gagliuffi,  the  Greek  Tharsdar, 
doctor,  and  the  Bin-b&sha,  we  left  Miirzuk  ^"^^  ^^^'' 
by  the  western  gate.  My  parting  from  Mr,  Gagliuffi 
was  cordiaL  He  had  received  us  and  treated  us  hos^ 
pitably,  and  had  shown  an  earnest  desire  to  further 
our  proceedings,  and  to  secure  if  possible  the  success 
of  our  expedition ;  and,  if  in  his  commercial  trans- 
actions with  the  mission  he  did  not  neglect  his  own 
advantage,  we  could  not  complain,  though  it  would 
have  been  infinitely  better  for  us  if  we  had  been  pro- 
vided with  a  more  useful  sort  of  merchandise. 

In  leaving  the  town  we  kept,  in  general,  along  the 
same  path  by  which  we  had  first  entered  it,  and 
encamped  during  the  hot  hours  of  the  day  in  the 
scanty  shade  afibrded  by  the  trees  of  Zerghdn,  the 
well  close  by  affording  us  delicious  draughts  of  cool 
water,  not  at  all  of  that  brackish  insipid  taste  which 
is  common  to  the  water  of  Fezzdn.  We  had  started  in 
the  belief  that  we  should  find  our  luggage  in  O'm  el 
hammdm  ;  but  in  this  place  we  learned  from  the  poor 
ragged  people  who  come  occasionally  hither  to  take 
care  of  the  trees,  that  it  was  gone  on  to  Tigger-urtfn. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


172  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA.  Chap.  VUI. 

Not  knowing,  however,  the  road  to  the  latter  place,  we 
took  the  path  to  O'm  el  hammdm,  and  encamped  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a  little  north  of  it. 

O'm  el  hammdrn  is  a  half-decayed  and  deserted  vil- 
lage, built  of  clay,  which  is  strongly  incrusted  with 
salt,  the  inhabitants  at  present  living  entirely  in  huts 
made  of  palm-branches.  The  plantation  being  inter- 
mixed with  a  large  number  of  ethel-trees  {Tamarix 
orientalis),  and  interspersed  with  gardens,  exhibited  a 
more  varied  aspect  than  is  generally  the  case  with 
these  groves ;  and  having  pitched  our  tent  near  a  large 
ethel-bush,  we  felt  very  comfortable,  especially  as  we 
had  the  good  luck  to  obtain  a  few  eggs,  which,  fried 
with  plenty  of  onions,  made  a  very  palatable  supper. 

Next  morning  we  directed  our  course  to  Tigger- 
urtin,  making  almost  a  right  angle  towards  the 
north,  and  crossing  a  desolate  plain  incrusted  with 
salt,  after  we  had  left  the  fine  plantation  of  CKm  el 
hammdm.  Having  reached  the  village  of  our  camel- 
drivers,  which  consists  entirely  of  huts  of  palm- 
branches,  we  looked  long  in  vain  for  a  tolerable 
camping-ground,  as  the  strong  wind  filled  the  whole 
air  with  sand.  At  length  we  pitched  our  tents  a  few 
paces  south  from  the  well.  It  was  an  extremely 
sultry  and  oppressive  day,  and  the  wind  anything  but 
refreshing. 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  pay  our  compliments 
to  Mohammed  B6ro,  who  had  left  Miirzuk  several  days 
before  us.  He  informed  us  that  he  had  consumed  all 
bis  provisions,  and  that  he  would  have  left  to-day 
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for  Tasdwa,  in  order  to  replenish  his  stores,  if  he 
had  not  seen  us  coining.  We  consoled  him  with  the 
intimation  that  we  hoped  our  whole  party  would  be 
soon  ready  for  starting,  and  sent  him  a  quantity  of 
dates  and  com. 

The  next  day  I  went  roving  through  the  valley, 
which  a  little  further  to  the  N.  W.  was  much  prettier, 
and  had  several  fine  clusters  of  palm-trees ;  but  the 
most  picturesque  object  was  the  old  village,  built  of 
clay,  now  entirely  in  decay,  but  surrounded  by  a 
dense  group  of  fine  date-trees.  Subjoined  is  a  sketch 
of  it. 


^.^Mte^- 


At  the  south-west  end  of  the  grove  also  is  a  little 
village,  likewise  deserted.  Here  I  met  a  Felldta  or 
Pullo  slave,  a  full-grown  man,  who,  when  a  young  lad, 
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had  been  carried  away  from  his  native  home,  some- 
where about  Kazaure,  and  since  then  had  been 
moiling  and  toiling  here  in  this  half-deserted  valley, 
which  had  become  his  second  home.  He  told  me 
that  fever  had  driven  away  the  old  inhabitants  of 
the  village  long  ago,  after  which  the  Tin^lkum  seem 
to  have  taken  entire  possession  of  it,  though  it  is 
remarkable  that  its  name  seems  rather  to  belong  to 
the  Berber  language,  its  original  form  being  Tigger* 
od^n  (5de  means  the  valley),  which  has  been  changed 
into  the  more  general  form  Tigger-urtin*  The  whole 
valley,  which  makes  a  turn  towards  the  south-west, 
is  full  of  ethel-bush,  and  affords  shelter  to  a  num- 
ber of  doves.  Groups  of  palm-trees  are  scattered 
about. 

In  the  morning  I  took  a  walk  round  the 
^*  village  of  the  Tin;^lkum,  which  exhibited 

some  lively  and  interesting  scenes.  All  the  men 
were  saying  their  prayers  together  upon  a  sand-hill 
on  the  north  side  of  the  principal  cluster  of  cottages, 
while  the  women  were  busy  in  getting  ready  the 
provisions  for  the  long  journey  about  to  be  under- 
taken by  their  husbands,  and  the  children  were  play- 
ing among  them.  About  fifty  or  sixty  huts  were 
lying  hereabouts,  most  of  them  formed  into  groups  ; 
others  more  detached.  Some  of  them  had  pointed 
roofs,  while  others  were  flat-roofed ;  but  all  of  them 
had  a  neat  and  orderly  appearance.  Besides  camels, 
which  constitute  their  principal  wealth,  as  by  means 
of  them  they  are  enabled  to  undertake  those  long 
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annual  journeys  to  Suddn,  they  possess  a  good  many 
sheep.  Two  of  our  camel-drivers,  Ibrahim  and 
Slimdn,  whom  I  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  re- 
peatedly, together  with  their  mother  and  sister,  were 
in  possession  of  a  flock  of  about  200  head,  which  they 
were  sending  to  the  fine  pasture-grounds  of  Terh^n 
in  Wadi  Berjiish.  Besides  the  latter  valley,  the 
Tin^lkum  also  use  the  valley  Tdderart  as  their  chief 
pasture-grounds. 

On  the  E.N.E.  side  of  the  village  rose  a  hill 
about  100  feet  high,  and  affording  a  fine  view 
over  the  valley-plain.  From  its  highest  summit, 
where  a  niche  for  prayers  has  been  laid  out  with 
stones  on  the  ground,  it  stretches  from  east  to  west, 
and  forms  a  kind  of  separation  in  the  flat  valley, 
limiting  the  ethettree  to  its  western  part,  all  the  sand- 
hills in  the  eastern  prolongation  being  covered  with 
palm-bushes,  which,  from  a  distance,  have  the  appear- 
ance of  a  thick  grove.  Descending  from  this  hill 
northwards,  I  came  to  the  handsomely-decorated 
sepulchre  of  H^j  Sdlemi,  the  brother  of  the  sheikh, 
who  resides  in  Miirzuk,  and  further  on  met  a  party 
of  Tinj^lkum  en  route  for  the  wadi,  where  numbers 
of  them  are  residing.  Another  division  dwells  about 
Sebhha ;  but  the  whole  body  of  the  tribe  comprises 
from  350  to  400  families,  which  are  united  by  the 
closest  bonds,  and  act  as  one  body  —  "  like  meal " 
(to  use  their  own  expression)  "  falling  through  the 
numerous  holes  of  a  sieve  into  one  pot."  About 
noon  arrived  the   pilgrim-caravan   of    the   Tawdti, 
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which  had  been  long  encamped  near  Miirzuk,  on 
their  way  home;  it  had  been  this  year  only  114 
persons  strong,  with  70  muskets,  while  sometimes 
it  musters  as  many  as  600  persons.  Their  chief, 
or  sheikh  el  rdkeb,  was  an  intelligent  person  of  the 
name  of  *Abd  el  Kader,  a  native  of  Timimun,  who 
had  been  leader  of  the  caravan  several  times.  They 
encamped  at  no  great  distance  from  us  on  the  open 
ground. 

Being  obliged  to  buy  another  camel  for  myself  (in 
order  to  be  able  to  mount  our  servant  Mohammed  el 
Tiinsi  on  a  camel  of  our  own,  the  Tin;^lkum  being 
very  particular  about  their  beasts,  and  not  liking  to 
see  a  man  often  mounting  them),  I  bought,  in  the 
afternoon,  a  fine  tall  m^heri  from  H4j  Mohammed,  for 
69  Fezzdn  riyals  or  55  Spanish  dollars. 

I  made   a  longer  excursion   along  the 

June  17th.  _    .^  _.        ,  .  ,    ,  °, 

eastern  part  of  the  wadi,  which  here,  where 
it  is  lower  and  collects  more  humidity,  is  adorned 
with  some  beautiful  wild  groups  of  palm-trees  left 
quite  to  themselves;  the  valley  extends  towards 
Wadi  Ghodwa,  which  it  joins.  Keeping  on  in  that 
direction,  I  came  to  a  poor  hamlet  called  Mdrhhaba 
inhabited  by  a  few  families,  who  bitterly  complained 
of  their  poverty.  Here  was  formerly  a  village  built 
of  clay,  and  a  large  spacious  castle  about  sixty-five 
paces  square.  All  is  now  deserted;  and  only  a 
small  part  of  the  available  ground  is  under  culture, 
forming  about  six  or  seven  small  fields.  The  same 
picture  is  met  with  all  over  Fezzdn,  where  the  only 
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places  exhibiting  to  the  eye  some  degree  of  life  and 
prosperity  are  Sokna  and  Murzuk.  The  population 
of  this  wide  expanse  of  country  falls  short  of  even 
sixty  thousand  souls. 

The  heat  of  the  day  had  already  set  in,  when  I 
returned  to  the  tents,  where  I  was  extremely  rejoiced 
to  see  the  diflFerent  members  of  our  caravan  collecting 
at  last,  so  as  to  aflford  a  fair  prospect  of  our  soon 
setting  out  for  unknown  and  more  interesting  regions. 
There  had  arrived  Mohammed  el  Sfaksi,  a  man  with 
whom  Mr.  Gagliuffi  had  entered  into  a  sort  of 
partnership  for  a  commercial  journey  to  Negroland, 
and  whom  he  had  supplied  with  a  tolerable  amount 
of  merchandise ;  and  in  the  afternoon  came  the  boat. 
The  following  day  Yusuf  Muknf,  Mr.  Kichardson's 
interpreter,  came  with  the  rest  of  the  luggage,  so 
that  gradually  everything  fell  into  its  right  place, 
and  nothing  was  now  wanting  but  the  Tawdrek  chiefs 
to  set  our  whole  body  in  regular  motion.  We  therefore 
procured  a  load  of  dates  from  Aghdr,  and,  getting 
everything  ready,  roused  our  spirits  for  the  contem- 
plation of  novelties  and  the  encountering  of  difficulties ; 
for  the  latter  could  certainly  not  be  wanting  where 
the  former  were  at  hand. 

While  the  greater  part  of  the  caravan  Wednesday, 
took  the  direct  road  to  the  well  Shdraba,  •^»"«^»^''" 
Mr.  Overweg  and  I,  with  the  remainder,  chose  the 
road  to  TessAwa,  or,  rather  more  accurately,  Tasdwa ; 
but  though  our  party  formed  but  a  small  body  of 
people,  yet  it  presented  a  very  animated  spectacle. 

VOL.  I.  N 
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The  lazy  Arab  mode  of  letting  the  camels  go  singly, 
as  they  like,  straggling  about  right  and  left,  strains 
and  fatigues  the  traveller's  attention ;  but  his  mind  is 
stimulated  and  nerved  to  the  contemplation  of  great 
distances  to  be  traversed  when  he  sees  a  long  line  of 
camels  attached  one  to  the  other,  and  led  by  a  man 
at  a  steady  pace  without  any  halt  or  interruption. 
As  for  myself,  riding  my  own  m^heri,  I  was  quite  at 
liberty  to  go  before  or  fall  behind,  just  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  road  called  for  observation,  or  pre- 
sented something  worthy  of  attention. 

Having  passed  some  tolerably-deep  sand-hills  ac- 
cumulated in  the  wadi,  we  obtained  a  sight  of  an 
advanced  spur  of  the  plantation  of  Aghdr  to  our  left, 
when  the  ground  became  firm,  and  the  country  more 
open.  Then,  keeping  along  the  southern  border  of 
the  principal  plantation,  we  passed  the  village  and  our 
former  camping-ground,  and  having  left  further  on 
some  deserted  villages  and  a  few  scattered  huts  of 
palm-leaves,  still  inhabited,  a  little  on  one  side,  about 
noon  we  again  entered  a  sandy  region  with  a  few  de* 
tached  palm-groups.  Here  I  observed  a  specimen  of  a 
very  rare  sort  of  bifurcated  or  divided  palm-tree  (not 
the  diim,  which  is  generally  so)  with  two  distinct 
tufts  hanging  down  on  the  opposite  sides:  this  is 
the  only  specimen  I  ever  saw.  We  then  passed  the 
village  of  Tasdwa*,  which,  with  its  clay  walls  and 


♦  This  is  evidently  a  Central  African  name,  and  appears  to 
belong  to  the  original  black  population  of  Fezz4n.     But  it  seems 
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towers,  looks  much  more  considerable  from  afar 
than  it  appears  when  viewed  from  among  the  de- 
serted houses  within  it ;  still  it  is  one  of  the  more 
wealthy  and  important  places  of  the  country.  A 
little  beyond  it  we  encamped  on  the  open  sandy 
ground,  when,  as  our  small  tent  had  by  mistake  gone 
on  in  advance,  and  our  large  t^nt  was  too  bulky  to 
be  pitched  for  one  night's  rest,  we  contrived  a  very 
tolerable  airy  shade  with  our  carpets. 

We  had  scarcely  made  ourselves  comfortable,  when 
we  received  the  joyful  news  that  Hatita,  with  two 
sons  of  ShAfo,  had  just  arrived  from  GhAt,  and  were 
about  to  call  on  us.  Their  arrival  of  course  had  now 
become  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  Mr. 
Eichardson  had  made  his  mind  up  not  to  start 
without  them,  though  it  might  have  been  clear,  to 
every  one  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  things 
in  the  interior,  that  their  protection  could  not  be  the 
least  guarantee  for  our  favourable  reception  and  sue- 
cess  in  the  country  of  Air  or  Asben,  inhabited  and 
governed  by  an  entirely  distinct  tribe.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  arrival  of  these  chiefs  made  our  rela- 
tion to  Mohammed  B6ro  extremely  disagreeable,  for, 
after  waiting  so  long  for  us,  he  now  clearly  saw  that 
Mr.  Gagliuffi,  in  declaring  that  we  relied  entirely  on 
him  for  our  success,  while  we  were  in  fact  placing 
ourselves  wholly  at  the  disposal  of  the  chiefs  of  Ghdt, 


to  stand  in  some  sort  of  relationship  to  As&wa,  the  name  of  one  of 
the  original  seats  of  the  Aurdghen. 
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was  only  trifling  with  him.  He  thereforie  flew  into  a 
violent  passion,  threatening  openly  before  the  people 
that  he  would  take  care  that  we  should  be  attacked 
on  the  road  by  his  countrymen ;  and  these  were  not 
empty  threats. 

After  a  hot  day  followed  a  very  fine  evening,  with 
a  beautifully-clear  moonlight ;  and  cherishing  the  fer- 
vent hope  that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Almighty, 
I  should  succeed  in  my  dangerous  undertaking, 
I  lay  down  in  the  open  encampment,  and  listened 
with  hearty  sympathy  to  the  fervent  prayers  of  the 
Tin;^lkum,  which  in  melodious  cadence,  and  accom- 
panied with  the  sound  hd,  hd,  sometimes  in  a  voice  of 
thunder,  at  others  in  a  melancholy  unearthly  plaint, 
were  well  adapted  to  make  a  deep  impression  upon 
the  mind,  the  tall  palm-trees  forming  majestic  groups, 
and  giving  a  fanciful  character  to  the  landscape  in 
the  calm  moonlight. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  while  the  Mohammedan 
religion  in  general  is  manifestly  sinking  to  corrup- 
tion along  the  coast,  there  are  ascetic  sects  rising  up 
in  the  interior  which  unite  its  last  zealous  followers 
by  a  religious  band.  The  particular  sect  to  which 
belong  the  Tin;;^lkum,  who  in  general  are  M&leki,  has 
been  founded  by  Mohammed  el  M^dani,  who  esta- 
blished a  sort  of  convent  or  oratory  (zawlya)  near 
Masrdta,  and  endowed  it  with  a  certain  extent  of 
landed  property,  from  the  produce  of  which  he  fed 
many  pilgrims.  The  best  feature  of  this  creed  is  the 
abolition  of  the  veneration  of  dead  saints,  which  has 
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sullied  in  so  high  a  degree  the  purity  of  Isldm.  Mo- 
hammed el  Medani  is  said  to  have  died  a  short  time 
ago ;  but  his  son  continues  the  pious  establishment.* 
It  is  a  sort  of  freemasonry,  and  promises  to  make  a 
great  many  proselytes.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
think  it  a  sign  of  progress  when  Mohammedans  be- 
come indifferent  to  the  precepts  of  their  religion,  and 
learn  to  indulge  in  drinking  and  such  things ;  for  I 
have  not  given  up  my  belief  that  there  is  a  vital 
princi{^e  in  Isldm,  which  has  only  to  be  brought 
out  by  a  reformer,  in  order  to  accomplish  great 
things. 

In  Tasdwa  also  reside  a  few  Tin^lkum,  who,  how- 
ever, have  been  intimately  intermixed  with  the 
Arabs,  while  the  others  in  general  keep  their  blood 
pure,  and  do  not  intermarry  with  the  people  of  FezzAn. 

Having  assured  ourselves  that,  owing  to  the  arrival 
of  the  Tawdrek  chiefs,  we  should  have  to  make  some 
stay  here,  we  determined  to  pitch  our  large  tent  early 
the  next  morning,  while  the  chiefs  had  a  long  dispute 
with  Mohammed  e'  Sfaksi,  the  subject  of  which  I 
must  relate,  as  it  throws  some  light  on  the  history 
and  the  present  state  of  this  country.  The  northern 
TawArek,  when  they  occupied  the  country  round 
Ghdt,  established  a  sort  of  tribute,  or  gherdma,  to  be 
paid  by  merchants  passing  through  their  territory, 
and  on  payment  of  which  the  trader  should  be  no 

♦  From  what  Mfyor  Burton  says  in  his  "  Pilgrimage,"  vol.  ii. 
p.  290.,  it  would  appear  that  Mohammed  Ibn  *AbdalIah  e*  Snusi, 
which  is  his  full  name,  is  still  living. 
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further  molested,  but  enjoy  full  protection.  At  that 
time  the  Masrdta — a  section  of  a  very  powerful 
Berber  tribe — had  made,  as  we  shall  see,  a  colonial 
settlement  in  A'gades,  and,  owing  to  their  great 
power,  commercial  activity,  and  near  connection  with 
the  Tawdrek,  were  considered  wholly  exempt  from 
any  tribute,  while  the  inhabitants  of  Tunis,  who 
seem  to  have  excited  the  jealousy  or  hostility  of  the 
great  lords  of  the  desert,  were  subjected  to  the 
highest  personal  exaction,  viz.  ten  dollars  a  head. 
Now  Gagliuffi's  partner  was  a  native  of  Sfdkes ;  but 
having  long  resided  in  Masrdta,  he  insisted  upon 
being  free  from  tribute,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the 
latter  place :  but  our  friends  were  not  to  be  cheated 
out  of  their  right,  and  made  him  pay  as  a  Tunisian. 

Having  settled  this  little  business,  they  came  to  us. 
There  were  Hatita  Inek  (the  son  of)  Kh6den  of  the 
Manghdsatangh,  Utaeti  (the  eldest  son  of  Shdfo),  a 
younger  son  of  the  latter,  and  several  more.  The 
first,  who  had  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  Captain  Lyon, 
behaved  throughout  like  a  man  well  acquainted  with 
Europeans ;  but  Utaeti  conducted  himself  like  a  strict 
Tarki,  neither  showing  his  face,  nor  speaking  a  single 
word.  Hatita  expressed  the  wish  that  we  should  not 
proceed  until  he  returned  from  Murzuk,  where  he 
assured  us  he  would  remain  but  a  very  short  time ; 
and  we  engaged  to  do  our  best  to  keep  back  the 
camel-drivers,  who  were  but  little  inclined  to  stay 
here  long. 

In  consequence  of  this  state  of  things,  I  determined 
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to  return  to  the  town,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  terms 
entered  into  between  the  parties;  and  accordingly, 
starting  at  five  in  the  evening,  and  resting  a  few 
hours  after  midnight  in  Zerghdn,  I  reached  Murzuk 
on  Friday  morning  at  seven  o'clock.  I  found  that 
Mr.  GagUuffi  had  been  very  ill  during  the  hot  weather 
of  the  last  few  days ;  but  to-day  he  was  fortunately  a 
little  better. 

Having  waited  in  vain  for  the  chiefs  the  whole  of 
Saturday,  we  received  a  visit  from  them  on  Sunday, 
when  they  appeared  in  the  finery  with  which  they 
had  been  dressed  by  Mustapha  Bey,  but  would  not 
come  to  any  terms ;  and  it  was  not  till  Monday,  when 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  the  house  belonging 
formerly  to  Mukni,  but  now  to  the  Wakil  of  Bomo, 
that  they  concluded  an  arrangement.  The  sum  which 
they  then  received  would  have  been  moderate,  had 
they  undertaken  to  see  us  safe  under  the  protection 
of  Annur,  the  chief  of  the  K^l-owi.  I  urged,  with 
Mr.  Gagliuffi,  the  necessity  of  having  a  written  copy 
of  the  agreement;  but  to  this  the  chief  would  not 
listen,  and  thus  confessed  that  there  was  really  no 
distinct  contract,  as  we  had  been  given  to  under- 
stand, to  the  effect  that  Utaeti  should  not  leave  us 
till  he  had  committed  us  to  the  care  of  the  chief 
Annur. 

This  business  being  concluded,  I  was  in  great 
hast^  to  return  to  Tasdwa ;  and  starting  immediately 
afterwards,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  arrived  at 
our  tent  a  little  before  midnight.     Our  tent,  indeed, 
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was  still  there;  but  all  the  Tinylkum  (Miisa  alone 
excepted),  and  all  our  things,  were  gone  on,  and 
Overweg  and  I  were  obliged  to  follow  the  next  day 
without  waiting  for  Mr.  Richardson. 

Accordingly,  on  the  26th  of  June  we  left  Tasdwa, 
and  after  having  crossed  some  sand-hills,  entered  upon 
harder  soil,  with  ethel-bushes  crowning  the  little  hills, 
— the  whole  scene  making  the  impression  that  a  con- 
siderable current  of  water  had  at  one  period  flowed 
along  here  and  carried  away  the  soil,  which  had  once 
extended  to  the  top  of  the  hills.  The  whole  district, 
which  is  a  narrow  and  very  long  strip  of  land,  afford- 
ing a  little  herbage  for  cattle  and  sheep,  bears  the 
name  of  Wadi  Aberjiish,  or  BerjAsh,  and  soon  ex- 
hibits  a  more  pleasant  character ;  the  encircliqg  bor- 
ders increase  a  little  in  height,  while  the  sand  ceases 
and  a  great  deal  of  herbage  begins  to  cover  the  soil. 
But  after  about  another  hour's  march,  we  entered 
upon  pebbly  ground  like  that  of  the  Hammdda,  and 
continued  descending  through  a  bare  country  till  we 
reached  the  well  Shkraba,  where  we  encamped  a  little 
to  the  north,  near  a  talha-bush.  It  is  an  open  well, 
only  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
which  here  forms  a  very  remarkable  hollow,  almost 
six  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of  Murzuk,  but 
nevertheless  contains  water  only  for  two  or  three 
months  in  the  year.  It  is,  however,  evident  that  in 
case  of  heavy  rains  a  large  pond  or  lake  must  be 
temporarily  formed  here  by  the  torrent,  which,  sweep- 
ing along  Wadi  Berjiish,  finds  no  outlet. 
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Towards  evening  the  locaEty  was  enlivened  for  a 
short  time  by  a  small  slave-caravan,  led  by  Mohammed 
Trumba  or  'Akenit,  an  active,  energetic  man,  whom 
I  met  several  times  in  the  course  of  my  travels,  and 
incurred  some  obligation  towards  him,  as  it  was  he 
who,  on  my  setting  out  from  Zinder  to  Timbiiktu 
in  the  beginning  of  1853,  brought  me  a  supply  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  without  which  I  could  scarcely 
have  succeeded  in  my  undertaking.  He  had  come 
in  only  sixty-five  days  from  Zinder,  and  thirty- 
three  from  Asben,  having  been  obliged  to  pursue 
his  journey  as  fast  as  pos^ble,  because,  owing  to 
the  expedition  of  the  K^l-owi  against  the  Welid 
Slimin,  provisions  were  very  scarce  in  Asben.  He 
estimated  the  number  of  fighting  men  who  had  gone 
on  that  expedition  at  seven  thousand,  and  stated  that 
the  Tawdr^  were  acting-  in  concert  with  the  Ddza, 
a  tribe  of  T4bu,  whose  real  name  is  Biilgudd.  He 
stated  that  E'  Niir  (or  Annur,  as  the  name  is  pro- 
nounced), the  chief  of  the  E^l-owi,  was  at  present 
in  Tasdwa  (that  is  to  say,  the  town  of  that  name  on 
the  borders  of  Negroland),  but  would  soon  return  to 
Asben.  He  confirmed  the  report  of  plenty  of  rain 
having  fitllen  in  the  desert,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  wells  were  full ;  but  he  begged  me  to  beware  of 
the  cold  during  the  nights,  which  he  represented  as 
very  Intense.  He  had  twenty-three  female  slaves 
with  him  and  only  five  camels,  and  hastened  on  to 
Tasdwa,  in  order  to  obtain  dates  for  his  famished 
people. 
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wednesdty,  Owing  to  the  camels  having  strayed,  it 
June  26th.  ^^  ^^^  |^^  when  wc  left  our  encamp- 
ment, and  entered  a  sort  of  flat  valley,  from  which  we 
ascended  to  a  higher  level.  From  this  we  obtained 
a  distant  glance,  towards  the  W.  S.  W.,  of  the  ruins  of  a 
fortress  called  Kasr  Shdraba,  the  history  of  which,  as 
it  is  connected  with  the  struggles  of  yore  between 
the  Tebu  and  the  inhabitants  of  FezzAn,  would  be 
full  of  interest,  if  it  could  be  made  out  distinctly. 
Towards  noon  the  country  wore  a  more  genial  aspect, 
being  adorned  with  several  groups  of  palm-trees. 
We  had  to  go  round  a  rather  steep  hill,  about  360 
feet  high,  from  the  summit  of  which  I  obtained  an 
interesting  view  over  the  desert.  The  whole  country 
presented  a  very  irregular  structure,  and  scarcely 
allowed  the  continuous  line  of  the  Wadi  Berjiish  to 
be  traced  by  the  eye,  hills  of  considerable  height  and 
black  pebbly  tracts  succeeding  each  other.  Over  such 
a  desert  we  continued  our  march  until,  late  in  the 
afternoon,  we  reached  a  spot  where  the  sight  of  a  true 
wadi,  full  of  herbage  and  bordered  l^  a  strip  of  talha* 
trees,  gladdened  our  hearts,  and  we  encamped.  It 
was  a  pleasant  open  ground  ;  and  the  night  being  cool 
and  refreshing,  we  felt  very  much  invigorated  when 
we  rose  the  next  morning  to  continue  our  march. 

The  talha-trees  continued ;  but  the  herbage  was 
principally  limited  to  resix,  an  herb  which  has  a  very 
strong  taste,  and  is  not  relished  by  camels  for  any 
length  of  time.  The  green  strip  took  an  irregular, 
winding  course,  sometimes  approaching  the  sand-hills 
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which  we  had  always  on  our  left  at  a  certain  distance, 
sometimes  keeping  more  to  our  right ;  and  Miisa,  our 
grave  but  cheerful  camel-driver,  dwelt  in  terms  of  the 
highest  praise  on  the  great  superiority  of  this  wadi, 
which  he  said  is  joined  by  as  many  as  a  hundred 
smaller  branches.  It  evidently  forms  the  natural 
highroad  between  Fezzin  and  the  western  desert,  and 
about  a^nic^th  ago  must  have  exhibited  a  more  varied 
aspeat;*^  to%ened  as  it  then  was  by  a  considerable 
torrent  sweeping  along  it.  In  the  afternoon  we  saw 
severatppOts  where  the  eddying  stream  had  formed 
itsfl!^  a  bed  about  five  feet  deep,  and  had  turned 
up  the  ground  all  around ;  the  crust  of  mire  which 
covered  the  bed  of  the  torrent  had  not  yet  dried. 
We  encamped  on  a  pleasant  spot  called  Hamdwa, 
without  pitching  our  tents,  so  delighted  were  we  to 
enjoy  the  fresh  air  of  the  desert.  Here  we  were  joined 
by  a  man  from  TasAwa,  who  wanted  to  seize  a  debtor, 
who  had  attached  himself  to  B6ro's  party  in  order  to 
make  his  escape  into  Suddn — a  practice  very  common 
with  the  people  of  Fezz^. 

By  repeated  measuring  with  our  chain,  we  had  found 
that,  on  tolerably  even  ground,  our  ordinary  rate  as 
the  Tawdrek  travel  was  half  an  English  geographical 
mile  in  thirteen  minutes.  It  is  the  general  custom 
of  these  people,  who  do  not  allow  their  camels  to  feed 
on  the  march,  to  leave  them  the  whole  night  on  the 
pasture,  and  not  to  fetch  them  till  morning,  for  which 
reason  they  never  start  very  early,  and  often  at  a 
rather  late  hour. 
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Friday,  About  ED  houF  after  we  had  begun  our 
June  28th.  march  aloBg  the  line  of  green  herbage,  we 
came  to  a  temporary  well  called  Ahitsa*,  containing 
very  fine  rain-water,  but  only  for  a  period  of  about  two 
months  in  the  year.  Having  filled  two  of  our  water- 
skins,  we  continued  our  march,  and  soon,  to  our  great 
joy,  got  sight  of  two  white  tents  belonging  the  one  to 
Mohammed  B6ro,  the  other  to  Mohammed  e'  Sfaksi, 
and  pointing  out  to  us  the  encampment  of  the  caravan. 
It  had  been  pitched  on  open  ground,  in  the  midst  of 
the  strip  of  green  herbage,  and  surrounded  with  a 
rich  border  of  talha-trees.  The  place  ofiered  good 
pasture  for  the  camels ;  and  a  small  encampment  of 
other  Tinylkum  not  belonging  to  our  caravan,  but 
merely  pasturing  their  camels  and  goats  here,  had 
been  formed  near  the  trees.  The  whole  presented 
an  animated  picture.  Our  camel-drivers  are  said  to 
possess,  in  the  sand-hills  bordering  this  valley  on  the 
south  side,  considerable  stores  of  dates  and  com,  and 
to  have  taken  from  thence  their  supplies  for  the  road. 
The  whole  character  of  this  landscape  appeared  to 
me  so  peculiar  that,  the  following  morning  before  we 
started,  I  made  a  sketch  of  it  from  the  elevated  stony 
ground  to  the  north  of  the  channel,  which  here  ex- 
hibited evident  traces  of  a  small  waterfall  formed  by 
the  heavy  rains.    Stones  had  been  laid  here  in  the  form 


♦  The  commencing  vowel- sound  "a"  is  generally  inaudible,  at 
least  hj  a  strange  ear,  if  the  word  be  not  very  distinctly  spokon  ; 
but  nevertheless  it  is  characteristic  of  these  Taw&rek  names. 
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of  a  circle,  as  a  place  of  prayer.     The  whole  valley 
was  about  four  miles  broad;  the  locality  is  called 
Teisemmak. 
When    we  started  next  morning,   we  formed   a 


tolerably  large  party,  with  sixty-two  camels,  which 
were  arranged  in  four  strings,  one  of  which  con- 
sisted of  thirty-three  animals,  each  fastened  to  the 
tail  of  the  preceding  one.  The  valley  was  enlivened 
by  a  small  herd  of  gazelles,  which  Overweg  and  I 
tried  for  a  moment  to  pursue.  Having  passed  a 
well  called  Tafiyiik,  at  a  place  where  the  sand-hills 
jut  out  into  the  valley,  we  encamped  about  half  an 
hour  beyond,  near  another  well  containing  rain-water 
for  a  short  time  of  the  year,  and  called  Em-^neza. 
Two  branches  of  the  wadi  unite  here ;  and  distinct 
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traces  of  the  great  force  of  the  last  torrent  remained 
in  the  broken  condition  of  the  ground* 

Here  we  remained  encamped  for  the  two  following 
days,  in  order  to  allow  Mr.  Richardson  and  the 
Azkdr  chiefs  to  come  up.  I  spent  the  time  some- 
times writing  and  studying,  at  others  roving  about  or 
musing  while  seated  on  some  elevated  rocks  at  the 
border  of  the  rising  ground.  Miisa  was  our  constant 
visitor,  and  gave  us  all  the  information  required, 
though  he  was  not  very  intelligent.  There  had 
been  some  small  differences  between  us  and  our 
camel-drivers,  who,  though  in  other  respects  not 
uncouth  or  uncivil,  had,  from  religious  principles, 
sometimes  assumed  a  rather  hostile  position  towards 
us.  We  now  effected  a  general  reconciliation ;  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  should  go 
on  well  with  them. 
Tuesday  Being  informed  that  our  companions  were 
jaiy2nd.  j^g^p^  y^Q  movcd  ou  a  little,  and  at  length  got 
out  of  the  eternal  Wadi  Aberjiish,  with  all  its  little 
side-branches,  which  are  divided  from  the  main  wadi 
by  a  gently  rising  ground  covered  with  black  pebbles. 
Then  after  a  little  we  reached  the  Wadi  EM  wen,  form- 
ing a  broad  depression  running  from  the  north,  where 
it  is  joined  by  several  branch  channels  descending  from 
the  plateau  towards  the  sand-hills  on  the  south,  and 
encamped  on  its  western  side,  between  tall  seb6t  shoot- 
ing up  from  the  sandy  ground,  and  near  some  fine 
talha-trees.  We  soon  discovered,  to  our  great  delight, 
that  only  two  hundred  paces  above  our  encampment 
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the  floods,  descending  from  the  higher  ground  in  two 
large  branches,  and  carrying  down  with  them  bushes 
and  brushwood  in  abundance,  had  formed  a  pond  at 
present  about  100  feet  long  and  50  feet  broad,  which 
contributed  greatly  to  enliven  the  district.  All  the 
world  was  bathing  and  playing  about  the  water ;  and 
flights  of  thirsty  birds,  of  the  kinds  Numida  and 
Fteroclesj  were  hovering  about,  watching  a  favourable 
moment  to  come  in  for  their  share.  Everywhere  in 
the  bottom  of  the  valley  there  was  water  at  a  little 
depth;  and  we  obtained  excellent  potations  from  a 
well  dug  hy  our  people  close  below  our  tents. 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  were  at 
length  joined  by  Mr.  Richardson  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  Azkdr ;  but  the  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the 
business  had  been  concluded  with  these  chiefs  in 
Murzuk,  led  to  a  break  up  sooner  even  than  I  had 
suspected.  The  next  evening  Hatita  summoned  us  to 
a  divan,  and  declared  distinctly  that  he  required  a 
month's  time  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for 
the  journey  to  Air.  Hence  it  would  be  necessary  for 
us  to  separate  from  the  caravan,  and,  taking  our 
luggage  with  us  to  Ghdt,  to  hire  or  buy  other  camels 
there.  In  reply  to  this  unjust  and  absurd  demand, 
we  declared  that  we  had  no  other  choice  but  to  follow 
the  direct  Suddn  road  in  the  company  of  the  caravan, 
and  that  it  was  our  firm  intention  at  any  rate  not  to 
lose  more  than  seven  days  in  Ghdt.  Hatita  having 
left  us  rather  dissatisfied  at  our  decision,  our  servants, 
who  would  gladly  have  idled  away  one  or  two  months 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


192  TRAVELS  m  AFRICA,  Chap.  Vni. 

in  Gh&t  as  they  had  done  in  Murzuk,  insolently  told 
us  that  we  were  very  much  mistaken  in  thinking 
that  the  road  to  Air  was  in  any  degree  open  to  us, 
for  it  would  first  be  necessary  to  send  a  courier  to 
ask  the  permission  of  the  chiefs  of  that  country  to 
enter  it,  and  we  must  wait  for  the  answer. 

While  remaining  firm  in  our  resolution,  we  of  course 
consented  to  go  to  Gh4t,  and  tried  at  the  same  time 
to  come  to  some  final  arrangement  with  our  camel- 
drivers,  promising  them  a  small  allowance  for  every 
day  they  should  wdt  for  us.  They  at  length  promised 
to  spend  ten  days  on  the  way  to  Arikim,  a  well  three 
days'  march  south  from  Ghdt,  where  they  would  wait 
six  days,  and  then  go  on  directly  to  Air.  Attacking 
the  old  chief,  therefore,  on  his  weakest  side,  we  sent 
him  word  the  next  morning,  that,  as  we  had  but 
little  money  with  us,  he  would  not  succeed  in  getting 
anything  of  value  from  us,  if  he  should  try  to  keep  us 
in  Ghdt  for  any  length  of  time ;  and  I  insisted,  with 
Yusuf  Mukni,  upon  the  dishonesty  of  the  chief's 
conduct,  in  trying  to  make  an  entirely  new  bargain 
after  he  had  got  all  he  demanded.  His  answer  was 
satisfactory ;  and  with  the  fervent  hope  that  we  should 
not  be  baffled  in  our  attempt  to  discover  new  regions 
and  new  tribes  of  men,  we  left  the  further  develop- 
ment of  the  affair  to  time. 

While  these  disputes  were  going  on,  I  employed 
my  leisure  hours  in  roving  about  our  encampment, 
in  different  directions,  up  and  down  the  valley.  The 
eastern  of  the  two  branches,  which  by  their  junction 
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form  the  valley,  was  peculiarly  rich  in  herbage,  and 
commanded  by  a  hill  starting  up  from  the  plateau, 
which  aflfbrded  a  very  interesting  view  around,  though 
this  was  almost  surpassed  by  the  prospect  from  a 
mound  a  little  to  the  W.S.W.  of  our  tent.  The  lower 
part  of  the  valley  was  more  diversified  by  numerous 
branches,  which  joined  it  on  the  S.E.  side.  One  of 
these,  which  was  bordered  by  high  ridges  of  sand- 
stone, was  evidently  a  favourite  play-ground  of  the 
gazelles,  the  fresh  footmarks  of  which  chequered  its 
sandy  bottom  like  a  net.  Pursuing  this  direction,  I 
approached  the  sand-hills  which  form  the  southern 
border  of  this  whole  district. 

Fatigued  by  my  long  walk,  I  was  the  more  able  in 
the  evening  to  do  full  justice  to  our  supper,  which 
was  diversified  by  a  variety  of  birds  that  had  been 
shot  in  the  course  of  the  day  near  the  pond. 
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SINOULAIt  SCULPTURES  IN   THE   DESERT.  —  THE   MOUNTAIN-PASS. 

We  had  to   separate   from  the  Tinflkum, 

JaneSlh.  ,   ^  /  ,  _  ,        / 

and  from  our  luggage,  without  having  any 
certainty  as  to  where  and  when  we  might  overtake 
them.  The  chiefs  of  GhAt,  too,  had  started  in  advance. 
The  country  had  been  rising  all  the  way  from  Wadi 
ShAraba,  which  seems  to  form  the  lowest  point  in  this 
whole  region  ;  and  we  ascended  to-day  very  consider- 
ably. Pushing  on  in  advance  of  our  little  troop, 
and  passing  a  small  caravan,  which  was  laden  with 
provisions  and  merchandise  belonging  to  the  pilgrim- 
caravan  of  the  Tawdti,  I  soon  came  up  with  Hatita 
and  his  companions.  They  were  civil  and  kind ;  but 
the  old  fhiend  of  the  English,  who  had  an  eye  to  a 
new  marriage  with  some  pretty  Am^shagh  girl  some 
forty  or  fifty  years  younger  than  himself,  gave  me 
sundry  expressive  hints  that  I  should  spare  him  some- 
thing of  my  outfit,  —  either  a  pair  of  pistols,  or  a 
carpet,  or  a  berniis,  or  any  other  little  article.  My 
refusal  in  nowise  rendered  him  uncivil.  While  he 
was  riding  by  my  side,  1  took  the  opportunity  of 
making  a  slight  sketch  of  him, — his  English  gun,  the 
gift  of  some  previous  traveller,  forming  a  striking 
contrast  to  his  large  shield  of  an.telope-hide,  orna- 
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mented    with    a    cross.      Having    crossed    another 
valley   of  some   extent,    we   descended    into   Wadi 


Elghom-ud^  (the  Valley  of  the  Camel),  which,  richly 
clothed  with  herbage,  forms  an  inlet  in  the  stony 
plateau  from  north  to  south,  and  has  a  very  cheerful 
aspect.  The  encampment,  spread  over  a  great  extent 
of  ground,  formed  quite  an  ethnographical  museum, 
comprising  as  it  did  six  distinct  small  caravan-troops 
from  different  parts  of  Africa,  and  even  of  Europe. 
A  splendid  morning,  cool  and  fresh.  We  Saturday, 
were  happy  to  meet  a  small  caravan  coming  ^^^  ^^ 
from  Suddn,  which  brought  us  some  important  pieces 
of  news :  first,  that  they  had  come  to  Ghdt  in  the 
company  of  five  men  belonging  to  the  family  of  A'n- 
nur  (the  chief  of  the  K61-owi),  who,  after  a  short 
stay,  would  return  to  their  country;  and  secondly, 
that  the  expedition  of  the  K^l-owl  had  returned 
from  Kdnem,  after  having  totally  annihilated  the 
Weldd  Slimdn.  They  brought  with  them  seventeen 
slaves,  among  whom  were  fifteen  females,  one  with  a 
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very  engaging  countenance.  After  less  than  three 
miles'  march,  our  companions  looked  about  in  the 
Wadi  Telisagh^  for  a  camping-ground.  The  valley 
proved  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  It  was 
hemmed  in  by  steep  cliffs  of  rock,  and  adorned  with 
some  fine  talha-trees.  With  no  great  reluctance  we 
followed  the  Tawarek  chiefs,  who  kept  along  its 
steep  wt;atern  border,  and  at  length  chose  the  camping- 
ground  at  a  spot  where  a  western  branch  joins  the 
principal  wadi.  Scarcely  had  we  pitched  our  tents, 
when  we  became  aware  that  the  valley  contained 
some  remarkable  sculptures  deserving  our  particular 
attention. 

The  spot  where  we  had  pitched  our  t^ents  afforded 
B  very  favourable  locality  for  commemorating  any 
interesting  events;  and  the  sandstone  blocks  which 
studded  it  were  covered  with  drawings  representing^ 
various  subjects,  more  or  less  in  a  state  of  preserva- 
tion. With  no  pretensions  to  be  regarded  as  finished 
sculptures,  they  are  made  with  a  firm  and  steady 
hand,  well  accustomed  to  such  work,  and,  being  cut 
to  a  great  depth,  bear  a  totally  different  character 
from  what  is  generally  met  with  in  these  tracts. 

The  most  interesting  sculpture  represented  the 
following  subject,  the  description  of  which  I  am  un- 
fortunately able  at  present  to  accompany  with  only 
an  imperfect  woodcut,  as  the  drawing  which  I  made 
of  it  on  the  spot  was  forwarded  by  me  to  England  to 
Mr.  Birch,  the  celebrated  Egyptian  archaeologist,  and 
seems  to  have  been  mislaid. 
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The  sculpture  represents  a  group  of  three  indivi- 
duals of  the  following  character  and  arrangement :  — 


To  the  left  is  seen  a  tall  human  figure,  with  the  head 
of  a  peculiar  kind  of  bull,  with  long  horns  turned 
forward  and  broken  at  the  point ;  instead  of  the  right 
arm  he  has  a  peculiar  organ  terminating  like  an  oar, 
while  in  his  left  hand  he  carries  an  arrow  and  a 
bow  —  at  least  such  is  the  appearance,  though  it 
might  be  mistaken  for  a  shield:  between  his  legs  a 
long  tail  is  seen  hanging  down  from  his  slender  body. 
The  posture  of  this  figure  is  bent  forward,  and  all  its 
movements  are  well  represented.  Opposite  to  this 
curious  individual  is  another  one  of  not  less  remark- 
able character,  but  of  smaller  proportions,  entirelj' 
human  as  far  up  as  the  shoulders,  while  the  head  is 
that  of  an  animal  which  reminds  us  of  the  Egyptian 
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ibis,  without  being  identical  with  it.  The  small  pointed 
head  is  furnished  with  three  ears,  or  with  a  pair  of 
ears  and  some  other  excrescence,  and  beyond  with  a 
sort  of  hood  (which,  more  than  any  other  particular, 
recalls  the  idea  of  Egyptian  art),  but  it  is  not  fur- 
rowed ;  over  the  fore  part  of  the  head  is  a  round  line 
representing  some  ornament,  or  perhaps  the  basilisc. 
This  figure  likewise  has  a  bow  in  its  right  hand,  but, 
as  it  would  seem,  no  arrow,  while  the  left  hand  is 
turned  away  from  the  body. 

Between  these  two  half-human  figures,  which  are 
in  a  hostile  attitude,  is  a  bullock,  small  in  proportion 
to  the  adjacent  lineaments  of  the  human  figure,  but 
chiselled  with  the  same  care  and  the  same  skilful  hand, 
with  the  only  exception  that  the  feet  are  omitted,  the 
legs  terminating  in  points,  a  defect  which  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  notice  also  in  another  sculpture.  There 
is  another  peculiarity  about  this  figure,  the  upper 
part  of  the  bull,  by  some  accident,  having  been  hol- 
lowed out,  while  in  general  all  the  inner  part  between 
the  deeply-chiselled  outlines  of  these  sculptures  is  left 
in  high  relief.  The  animal  is  turned  with  its  back 
towards  the  figure  on  the  right,  whose  bow  it  seems 
about  to  break.  The  block  on  which  it  was  sculp- 
tured was  about  four  feet  in  breadth  and  three  in 
height.     It  was  lying  loose  on  the  top  of  the  cliff. 

No  barbarian  could  have  graven  the  lines  with 
such  astonishing  firmness,  and  given  to  all  the  figures 
the  light,  natural  shape  which  they  exhibit.  The 
Romans,  who  had  firmly  established  their  dominion 
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as  far  as  Garamay  or  Jerma,  might  easily  have  sent 
emissaries  to  this  point  and  even  further;  but  the 
sculptures  have  nothing  in  them  of  a  Roman  character. 
Some  few  particulars  call  to  mind  the  Egyptian 
sculptures.  But  on  the  whole  it  seems  to  be  a 
representation  of  a  subject  taken  from  the  native 
mythology,  executed  by  some  one  who  had  been  in 
intimate  relation  with  the  more  advanced  people  on 
the  coast,  perhaps  with  the  Carthaginians.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  it  is  scarcely  doubtful  that  the  subject  repre 
sents  two  divinities  disputing  over  a  sacrifice,  and  that 
the  figure  at  the  left  is  intended  for  the  victor. 

On  the  cliff  itself  there  is  another  sculpture  on 
a  large  block  which,  now  that  the  westeni  end  is 
broken  off,  is  about  twelve  feet  long  and  five  feet 
high.  The  surface  of  the  block  is  quite  smooth, 
protected  as  it  has  been,  in  some  degree,  by  the 
block  above,  which  projects  considerably ;  neverthe- 
less the  sculpture  has  suffered  a  good  deal.  It  bears 
testimony  to  a  state  of  life  very  different  from  that 
which  we  are  accustpmed  to  see  now  in  these  re- 
gions, and  illustrates  and  confirms  Saint  Angus* 
tine's*  statement,  that  the  ancient  kings  of  this 
country  made  use  of  bulls  for  their  conveyance.  It 
represents  a  dense  group  of  oxen  in  a  great  variety 
of  positions,  but  all  moving  towards  the  right,  where 
probably,   on  the  end  of  the  stone  which   is  now 

*  Augustin.  Op.  vol.  xvi.  p.  526,  ed  Bassao. : — '' Garamantum 
regibus  tauri  plucuerunt" 
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broken  oflF,  the  pond  or  well  was  represented  from 
which  the  beasts  were  to  be  watered.  Some  of  these 
bulls  are  admirably  executed,  and  with  a  fidelity 
which  can  scarcely  be  accounted  for,  unless  we 
suppose  that  the  artist  had  before  his  eyes  the 
animals  which  he  chiselled.  My  sketch  gives  only  a 
faint  idea  of  the  design,  which  is  really  beautiful.  The 
only  defect,  as  I  have  already  remarked  above,  is  in 
the  feet,  which,  from  some  reason  or  other,  have  been 
negligently  treated. 


1 


If  we  consider  that  the  sculpture  described  is  close 
to  a  watering  place  on  the  high  road  to  Central 
Africa,  we  are  reduced  to  the  conjecture,  that  at  that 
time  cattle  were  not  only  common  in  this  region,  "but 
even  that  they  were  the  common  beasts  of  burden 
instead  of  the  camel,  which  we  here  look  for  in  vain. 
Not  only  has  the  camel  no  place  among  these  sculp- 
tures, but  even  among  the  rude  outlines  which  at  a 
much  later  period  have  been  made  on  the  blocks 
around,  representing  buffaloes,  ostriches,  and  another 
kind  of  birds,  there  are  no  camels ;  and  it  is  a  well- 
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known  fact  that  the  camel  was  introduced  into  the 
western  part  of  Northern  Africa  at  a  much  later 
period.* 

There  was  a  similar  group  on  another  block  of  this 
interesting  cliff,  but  too  much  effaced  to  allow  the 
particulars  to  be  distinguished ;  but  the  figure  of  an 

ass  among  the  oxen  was  quite 
clear,  as  well  as  that  of  a  horse, 
which  was,  however,  ill-drawn. 
Not  far  off,  Overweg  found 
another  sculptured  stone  re- 
presenting, as  the  annexed 
sketch  shows,  an  ox  jumping 
through  or  falling  into  a  ring  or  hoop,  which  I  should 
suppose  to  have  an  allegorical  meaning,  or  to  represent 
a  sacrifice,  rather  than,  as  Mr.  Richardson  thought, 
to  represent  any  games  of  the  circus.  There  was  a 
circle  regularly  laid  with  large  blocks  of  rock,  at  the 
south-western  slope  of  the  cliff :  these,  I  should  sus- 
pect, belong  to  the  same  period  as  the  sculptures 
before  mentioned. 


*  See  my  Wanderings  along  the  Shore  of  the  Mediterranean, 
vol.  i.  p.  5.  ff. 

It  is^  however,  to  be  remarked,  that  even  now,  when  the  quantity 
of  water  all  over  the  ancient  world  has  certainly  decreased  a  great 
deal,  oxen  are  sometimes  used  on  this  Sudan  road  by  way  of  Ghdt 
soon  after  the  rains.  1  have  been  assured  that  in  1847  or  1848 
the  well-known  Tebu  £Ug  Ab^rroa  travelled  with  oxen  from  Kano 
as  far  as  Glidt,  about  the  time  of  the  'Aid  el  kcbir, — that  is  to  say, 
in  the  month  of  December, — the  oxen  being  watered  every  second 
day. 
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To  a  later  period  belong  innumerable  inscriptions 
in  Tefinagh,  with  which  the  cliffs  on  the  other  side  of 
the  valley  and  overhanging  the  waterpond  are  covered. 
These  are  mere  scribblings,  and  are  interesting  merely 
as  they  serve  to  render  evident,  by  contrast,  the  su- 
perior merit  and  age  of  the  adjacent  sculptures.  It 
appeared  to  me  remarkable,  that  on  this  side,  where 
the  water  now  principally  collects,  not  a  single  draw- 
ing should  be  seen  ;  and  I  formed  the  conclusion  that 
in  more  ancient  times  the  water  collected  on  the  other 
side. 

The  valley  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  two 
branches  coming  from  the  north,  of  which  the  west- 
em  is  the  more  considerable,  being  joined  by  some 
smaller  wadis.  Just  at  the  place  of  our  encampment 
it  changed  its  direction,  and  extended  from  W.  to  E., 
having  run  in  its  upper  course  from  N.W.  to  S.E. 
After  the  junction,  the  valley  runs  from  N.  to  S., 
and  loses  for  a  moment  almost  the  character  of  a 
wadi,  while  running  over  pebbly  ground ;  but  it  soon 
becomes  once  more  well-bordered  and  adorned 
with  fine  groups  of  talha-trees,  and  in  some  places 
exhibits  a  river-bed  eight  feet  deep,  and  still  wet. 
Near  a  shepherd's  cave  there  was  a  very  luxuriant 
tree,  under  whose  shade  1  lay  down.  Towards 
evening  the  pilgrim-caravan  of  Hdj  *Abd  el  Kader, 
which  had  delayed  so  long  in  the  wadi,  arrived. 
The  whole  valley  resounded  with  the  cries  of  the 
men  and  their  camels,  who  were  all  eagerly  pressing 
towards  the  pond  at   the   foot  of  the   steep   cliffs. 
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Fortunately  we  had  already  laid  in  a  supply  of 
water  ;  else  we  should  not  have  been  able  to  obtain 
any  fit  to  drink. 

Owing  to  the  camels  having  strayed  to  g^^,^^ , 
a  great  distance,  we  started  at  a  late  hour,  ^"'^  ^^*'' 
still  leaving  the  Tawdrek  chiefs  behind,  who  wanted 
to  settle  some  business  with  the  Tawdti,  and  for 
this  purpose  had  changed  their  dirty  travelling-dress 
for  showy  caftans  and  bernuses.  We  ascended  the 
higher  level,  and  continued  along  it,  crossing  some 
small  beds  of  watercourses  overgrown  with  herbage, 
till,  after  a  little  more  than  four  miles,  we  had  to 
descend  into  a  deep  and  wild  ravine  which  led  us 
to  a  vale.  Having  again  ascended,  we  then  came 
to  the  wide  and  regular  valley  called  Erazar-n- 
Hdgame,  bordered  by  steep  cliflfs  from  150  to  200 
feet  high,  and  richly  clothed  with  herbage.  Follow- 
ing the  windings  of  this  large  wadi,  which  evidently 
has  received  its  name  from  the  circumstance  that  the 
Hogdr  or  Hdgara  pasture  their  camels  chiefly  here- 
abouts, we  reached  the  point  where  it  is  joined  by 
the  valley  called  A'man  s^mmedn^,  and  encamped 
near  a  fine  talha-tree  in  order  to  allow  Hatita  (o 
come  up.  This  valley  has  its  name  from  the  cold 
water  which  at  times  descends  from  the  plateau  in 
floods,  of  which  the  deeply-worn  channel  bears  evi- 
dent traces ;  it  is  joined  at  this  place  by  an  im- 
portant branch- valley  and  several  smaller  ravines. 

When  the  heat  of  the  sun  began  to  decline,  I  took 
a  walk  through  the  valley;  and  being  attracted  by 
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a  circle  laid  out  very  regularly  with  large  slabs  like 
the  opening  of  a  well,  I  began  to  ascend  the  steep 
cliffs  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  valley  of  A'man  s^m- 
medn^,  rising  to  a  height  of  about  500  feet,  and 
which,  as  I  clearly  saw,  had  been  repeatedly  ascended. 
The  cliffs  are  here,  as  is  usual  in  this  formation, 
broken  into  regular  strata  ;  and  steep  flat  blocks 
standing  upright  give  them  an  imposing  appearance. 
My  search  here,  however,  led  only  to  the  discovery 
of  the  well-chiselled  form  of  a  single  bullock,  in 
exactly  the  same  style  as  that  in  Wadi  Telisagh^, 
though  it  had  suffered  a  little  from  its  exposed  situa- 
tion ;  but  the  whole  appearance  of  the  locality  shows 
that  in  former  times  it  contained  more  of  this  kind. 
On  the  plain  above  the  cliffs  is  another  circle  regu- 
larly laid  out,  and,  like  the  many  circles  seen  in 
Cyrenaica  and  in  other  parts  of  Northern  Africa, 
evidently  connected  with  the  religious  rites  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  these  regions.  Quartz  pebbles 
were  scattered  about  this  part  of  the  valley. 

Our  people  meanwhile  had  been  busy  laying  in 
provision  of  dry  herbage  for  the  next  marches,  during 
which  we  were  told  our  camels  would  scarcely  find 
anything  to  feed  upon  ;  and  our  TawArek  friends, 
when  they  at  length  arrived  for  their  supper,  did  the 
same. 

Mondiy.  ^^^  caravan    of   the    Tawdti    having 

juiysih.      passed  by  our   encampment  at  an  early 

hour,  we  followed  betimes,    having    an    interesting 

day's  march  before  us.     For  the  first  three  miles  we 
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still  kept  along  the  large  valley,  into  which  masses 
of  sand  had  been  driven  down  from  the  plateau  by 
the  strong  east  winds :  further  on  it  became  dry  and 
bare.  To  this  succeeded  an  irregular  knot  of  hollows 
and  plains  between  the  sides  of  the  plateau,  which  in 
some  places  formed  imposing  promontories  and  de- 
tached buttresses,  all  on  one  and  the  same  level.  Wc 
then  began  to  ascend  along  a  sort  of  broad  valley, 
which  gradually  assumed  a  regular  shape,  and  bore 
the  name  of  Tisi,  The  slope  of  the  plateau  was 
shaped  into  regular  strata,  the  uppermost  of  which 
form  steep  precipices  like  the  walls  of  a  castle ;  the 
lower  ones  slope  down  more  gradually.  Here  we 
discovered  ahead  of  us,  at  the  foot  of  the  southern 
slope,  the  encampment  of  the  pilgrim-caravan,  who 
were  resting  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  We  con- 
tinued our  march,  always  ascending,  till  a  little  after 
noon  we  reached  the  edge  of  the  pass,  a  perfect 
watershed,  of  more  than  2000  feet  elevation,  descend- 
ing nK>re  gradually  towards  the  east  as  far  as  the 
well  of  Shdraba,  while  towards  the  west  it  formed  a 
st^ep  precipice,  passable  only  along  a  most  interesting 
gully  cut  into  it  by  the  water  towards  the  Valley  of 
Ghdt.  The  higher  level,  which  rises  above  the  pass 
about  300  feet,  seems  to  be  considerably  depressed 
in  this  place,  where  it  collects  large  floods  of  water, 
such  as  could  alone  cut  the  remarkably  wild  passage 
through  the  sandstone  cliffs  which  we  were  about 
to  descend :  it  is  called  Ralle. 

The  first  part  of  it  was  more  rough  tlian  wild,  and 
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the  cliffs  of  the  sandstone  rather  rugged  and  split 
than  precipitous  and  grand ;  but  after  half  an  hour's 
descent  it  bore  evident  traces  of  the  waters  that 
descend  from  the  heights,  and  which  being  here  col- 
lected into  one  mighty  stream,  with  enormous  power, 
force  their  way  down  through  a  narrow  channel. 
The  defile  was  here  encompassed  by  rocky  walls 
about  a  hundred  feet  high,  half  of  which  consisted  of 
sandstone,  while  the  other  half  was  formed  by  a  thick 
deposit  of  marl ;  and  a  little  further  down  it  was  not 
more  than  six  feet  wide,  and  the  floor  arid  the  walls 
were  as  smooth  as  if  they  had  been  cut  by  the  hand 
of  man ;  but  the  course  of  the  defile  was  rather 
winding  and  not  at  all  in  a  straight  line,  forming 
altogether  a  pass  easily  to  be  defended  by  a  very 
small  power,  and  affording  the  Tawdrek  a  stronghold 
against  any  designs  of  conquest  on  the  side  of  the 
Turks,  although  it  does  not  form  the  frontier,  but  is 
regarded  as  entirely  belonging  to  Fezzdn.  At  the 
narrowest  point  Tawdrek,  as  well  as  Arab  travellers 
had  recorded  their  names. 

Where  the  channel  began  to  widen,  there  were 
some  curious  narrow  gaps  or  crevices  on  both  sides, 
the  one  to  the  right,  with  its  smooth  rounded  surface, 
bearing  a  great  similarity  to  the  famous  Ear  of  Dio- 
nysius  in  Syracuse.  The  walls  contained  strata  of 
chalk  and  ironstone ;  and  Overweg  found  here  some 
interesting  petrifactions.  The  crevice  to  the  left  was 
less  deep,  and  rather  resembled  a  cell  or  chamber. 

Having  here  waited   some  time  for  the  boat  to 
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come  up,  we  started  together,  but  had  still  to  get 
through  two  more  narrow  passes  of  the  wadi,  and 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  entered  another 
very  narrow  defile,  the  steep  cliffs  forming  it  being 
covered  with  inscriptions.  At  length,  after  a  de- 
scent of  altogether  four  hours,  we  emerged  into 
the  open  plain  some  600  feet  below,  and  had  a 
Avide  view  of  the  high  precipitous  cliffs  of  the  pla- 
teau, stretching  out  in  several  buttresses  into  the 
plain,  which  is  interrupted  only  by  detached  hills. 
Amongst  these  was  a  rather  remarkable  one  upon 
a  terrace-like  base,  and  opening  with  three  caverns 
towards  the  roadside.  Ascending  the  terrace,  I 
found  the  westernmost  of  the  caverns  vaulted,  as  if 
by  art,  in  the  shape  of  a  large  niche,  but  it  was  a 
little  filled  with  sand ;  I  found,  however,  no  inscrip- 
tions nor  anything  but  four  round  holes,  about  nine 
inches  in  diaqjeter,  hollowed  out  in  a  slab  on  the 
terrace  in  front  of  the  cavern.  Beyond  this  hill, 
where  Hatita  told  us  that  he  had  once  passed  the 
heat  of  the  day  with  *Abd  Allah  (Clapperton)  and  the 
tablb  (Oudney),  the  country  is  quite  open  towards 
the  north.  About  sunset  we  encamped  in  the  deep 
Erazar-n-T^se ;  there  were  a  few  talha-trees  and  some 
herbage. 

The  following  day  our  route  lay  over  the  dreary 
plain,  where  nothing  but  the  varied  form  of  the  rocky 
buttresses  projecting  from  the  plateau  into  the  plain 
interrupted  the  monotony  of  the  prospect.  Near 
the  slope  the  country  seems  a  little  less  desolate ;  and 
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the  valley  Tdmelelt,  which  extends  between  two  of 
the  promontories,  has  even  a  great  reputation  among 
the  natives.  In  the  afternoon  we  entered  a  sandy 
region,  when  we  began  to  ascend  gradually  till  we 
reached  the  summit  of  the  sand-hills.  We  then  con- 
tinued on  the  higher  level,  where  chalk  protruded  to 
the  surface.  After  a  long  march  we  encamped  on 
stony  ground,  covered  only  with  a  scanty  growth  of 
seb6t. 

On  the  10th  we  descended  a  good  deal  from  this 
higher  ground.  At  first  the  descent  was  gradual; 
but  beyond  the  valley  In-kAssewa,  which  running 
through  high  rocky  ground  is  not  so  poor  in  herb- 
age, we  descended  about  two  hundred  feet  by  steep 
terraces,  having  before  us  the  peculiarly  serrated 
crest  of  the  Akakiis,  and  in  front  of  it  some  lower 
offshoots  covered  with  sand.  The  bottom  of  the 
plain  was  a  broad  and  entirely  naked  ievel  with  hard 
calcareous  soil,  surrounded  by  irregular  half-decayed 
hilly  ridges.  It  forms  the  boundary  between  Fezzdn 
and  the  country  of  the  Hogdr.  The  character  of 
the  country  underwent  no  change  till  we  reached 
the  valley  Tellga,  where,  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
afternoon,  we  encamped  near  a  group  of  talha-trees, 
not  far  from  the  well,  and  remained  for  the  next 
two  days  at  an  elevation  of  1435  feet. 

The  valley  is  very  shallow,  now  and  then  inter- 
rupted by  some  sand-hills  and  adorned  with  some 
fine  specimens  of  the  ethel-tree,  while  broad  strips 
of  herbage  cover  the  more  favoured  spots.     It  runs 
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N.  W.,  neariy  parallel  with  the  range  of  the  Akaktis, 
which  remained  at  a  distiuice  of  three  miles.  It  joins 
the  valley  IMghlagh^n,  which  again  unites  with  the 
Titdbtar^n  ;  and  this  valley  runs  towards  a  favoured 
spot  called  Serdales,  which  we  were  unfortunately" 
prevented  from  visiting,  as  Hatita  thought  we  should 
be  annoyed  by  the  begging  propensities  of  the  people. 
Copious  springs,  from  which  the  whole  locality 
takes  the  name  of  el  Awendt,  irrigate  and  fertilize 
the  soil,  and  support  a  village  of  about  the  same 
size  as  Tigger-od6,  inhabited  by  about  a  hundred 
families,  while  in  the  gardens  com,  melons,  and 
gh^eb  are  produced  in  tolerable  quantity.  The 
water  of  the  springs  is  said  to  be  warm.  We  saw  a 
party  of  Hdgara  from  that  place,  who  called  on  our 
friends ;  they  were  fine  men  and  neatly  dressed. 

The  water  of  our  well  was  not  very  good ;  from 
being  at  first  discoloured,  it  gradually  acquired  a 
taste  like  that  of  ink,  and  when  boiled  with  tea  be^ 
came  entirely  black.  Late  in  the  evening  our  best  and 
most  steady  servant,  Mohammed  from  Gatr6n,  was 
wounded,  but  whether  stung  by  a  scorpion  or  bitten 
by  a  snake  he  knew  not,  and  was  much  alarmed.  We 
applied  spirits  of  hartshorn  to  the  wound ;  but  he  was 
very  ill  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  and  totally 
disabled,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  bind  him  on  the 
camel  during  the  next  day's  march. 

There  had  been  much  talk  for  some     sataniay, 
days  to  the  efifect  that  we  travellers,  to-     "^"'^  ^^'*'- 
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gether  with  Hatita,  should  take  the  nearer,  but  more 
difficult,  road  to  Ghdt  across  the  range,  while  our 
luggage  should  go  by  the  longer,  but  smoother,  road 
round  the  mountains ;  but  it  was  at  length  decided 
that  we  should  all  go  by  the  longer  road,  and  none 
but  the  Sfaksi,  who  was  anxious  to  overtake  the 
caravan  as  soon  as  possible,  took  the  more  difficult 
path,  which,  for  geological  observations,  might  have 
proved  the  more  interesting.  Going  sometimes  on 
pebbly,  at  others  on  sandy  ground,  after  five  miles 
we  reached  the  shallow  valley,  Ilighlagh^n,  running 
from  east  to  west,  and  handsomely  overgrown  with 
bushes ;  and  after  another  stretch  of  about  the  same 
length,  we  entered  the  range  of  mountains,  consist- 
ing of  remarkably  cragged  and  scarred  rocks,  with 
many  narrow  defiles.  Altogether  it  presented  a  very 
curious  spectacle. 

When  the  rocks  assumed  a  smoother  appearance, 
we  suddenly  descended  into  a  deep  ravine,  which,  at 
the  first  glance,  appeared  to  be  of  a  volcanic  nature ; 
but,  on  closer  inspection,  all  the  black  rocks  com- 
posing  these  dismal-looking  cliffs,  proved  to  consbt 
of  sandstone,  blackened  by  the  influence  of  the  atmo- 
sphere :  further  on  it  was  disposed  in  regular  strata 
very  much  like  slate.  The  western  and  highest  part 
of  the  range  seems  to  consist  of  clay-slate.  The 
valley  changed  its  character  in  some  degree  after  its 
junction  with  a  side-valley  called  Tiperkum,  whidi 
bears  distinct  marks  of  great  floods  occasionally  de- 
scending  along    its   channel   from   the   mountains. 
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Here  we  collected  some  firewood,  as  we  were  told 
that  further  on  we  should  find  none,  and  then  en- 
tered a  defile  or  glen  with  an  ascent  of  about  a 
hundred  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  valley.  Be- 
yond this  the  scene  grew  more  open,  and  irregular 
plains,  interrupted  by  steep  buttresses,  succeeded 
each  other. 

At  half-past  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we 
had  gradually  begun  to  change  our  direction  from 
N.W.  by  W.  to  S.  The  valley  was  bordered  by  a 
deep  chasm  and  craggy  mountain  to  the  right,  and 
a  range  of  grotesque  promontories  towards  the  left, 
the  slope  of  which  was  broken  into  a  variety  of  ter- 
races, with  several  cones  rising  from  them.  At  length 
turning  round  the  edge  of  the  mountain-range,  we 
entered  the  broad  valley  of  Tdnes6f,  having  before 
us  the  isolated  and  castellated  crest  of  mount  Fdinen, 
or  Kasr  Jeniin,  and  on  our  left  the  long  range  of  the 
Akakiis,  beautifully  illuminated  by  the  setting  sun, 
and  forming  a  sort  of  relief  in  various  colours,  the 
highest  precipitous  crest,  with  its  castles  and  towers, 
being  white,  while  the  lower  slope,  which  was  more 
gradual  and  rugged,  disclosed  regular  strata  of  red 
marl.  Towards  the  west  the  valley,  about  five  miles 
broad,  was  bordered  by  sand-hills,  whence  the  sand 
was  carried  by  the  wind  over  its  whole  surface.  We 
ourselves  encamped  at  length  on  sandy  soil  without 
the  least  herbage,  while  at  the  distance  of  about 
two  miles  a  strip  of  green  was  seen  running  along 
the  valley. 
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Starting  at  an  early  hour  the  next  day,  we  kept 
along  the  broad  barren  valley  straight  for  the  En- 
chanted Castle,  which  the  fanciful  reports  of  our 
companions  had  invested  with  great  interest.  Not- 
withstanding, or  perhaps  in  consequence  of,  the 
warnings  of  the  Tawdrek  not  to  risk  our  lives  in  so 
irreligious  and  perilous  an  undertaking  as  a  visit  to 
this  dwelling  of  the  demons,  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
visit  it,  convinced  as  I  was  that  it  was  an  ancient 
place  of  worship,  and  that  it  might  probably  contain 
some  curious  sculptures  or  inscriptions.  Just  at  noon 
the  naked  bottom  of  the  valley  began  to  be  covered 
with  a  little  herbage,  when,  after  another  mile,  be- 
yond a  depression  in  the  ground  which  had  evidently 
at  one  time  formed  a  considerable  waterpond,  talha- 
trees  and  ethel-bushes  broke  the  monotony  of  the 
landscape,  while  between  the  sand-hills  on  our  right 
a  broad  strip  of  green  was  seen,  coming  from  the 
westernmost  comer  of  the  I'dinen.  Keeping  still  on 
for  about  five  miles,  we  encamped  in  the  midst  of  a 
shallow  concavity  of  circular  shape,  surrounded  by 
herbage,  and  near  a  large  mound  crowned  by  an 
ethel-tree.  At  some  distance  S.  E.  we  had  the  well 
Tdhala,  the  water  of  which  proved  very  good. 

As  it  was  too  late  to  visit  the  Tdinen  to-day,  I  sat 
down  in  the  shade  of  a  fine  talha,  and  made  the  sub- 
joined sketch  of  it. 

In  the  evening  we  received  a  visit  from  two  men 
belonging  to  a  caravan  laden  with  merchandise  of 
Ghadamsfyin  (people  of  Ghaddmes),  which  was  said 
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to  have  come,  by  the  direct  road  through  the  wadi, 
in  thirty  days  from  Tripoli. 
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Monday,  This  was  a  dies  ater  for  me.  Overweg  and 
July  16th.  J  j^^ J  determined  to  start  early  in  the  morn- 
ing for  the  remarkable  mountain ;  but  we  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  from  the  Tawdrek  a  guide  to  conduct 
us  from  thence  to  the  next  well,  whither  the  caravan 
was  to  proceed  by  the  direct  road.  Hatita  and  Utaeti 
haying  again  resisted  all  our  solicitations  for  a  guide, 
I  at  length,  determined  as  I  was  to  visit  the  mountain 
at  any  cost,  started  off  in  the  confidence  of  being 
able  to  make  out  the  well  in  the  direction  indicated 
to  me.  By  ill-luck,  our  provision  of  zummita  (a 
cool  and  refreshing  paste  on  which  we  were  accus. 
tomed  to  breakfast)  was  exhausted  the  day  before, 
so  that  I  was  obliged  to  take  with  me  dry  biscuit 
and  dates,  the  worst  possible  food  in  the  desert  when 
water  is  scarce. 

But  as  yet  I  needed  no  stimulus,  and  vigorously 
pushed  my  way  through  the  sand-hills,  which  afforded 
no  very  pleasant  passage.  I  then  entered  a  wide, 
bare,  desolate-looking  plain,  covered  with  black  peb- 
bles, from  which  arose  a  few  black  mounds.  Here 
I  crossed  the  beginning  of  a  Jiumara  richly  over- 
grown with  herbage,  which  wound  along  through 
the  sand-hills  towards  the  large  valley-plain.  It  was 
the  abode  of  a  beautiful  pair  of  maraiya  (Antelope 
Soemmeringii)y  which,  probably  anxious  for  their 
young  ones,  did  not  make  off  when  roused  by  my 
approach,  but  stopped  at  a  short  distance,  gazing 
at  me  and  wagging  their  tails.  Pursuing  my  way 
over  the  pebbly  ground,  which  gradually  rose  till  it 
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was  broken  up  by  a  considerable  ravine  descending 
from  the  western  part  of  the  mount,  I  disturbed 
another  party  of  three  antelopes,  which  were  quietly 
Ijdng  down  under  the  cover  of  some  large  blocks. 
At  last  I  began  to  feel  fatigued  from  walking  over  the 
sharp-pointed  pebbles,  as  the  distance  proved  to  be 
greater  than  I  had  ori^nally  imagined ;  and  I  did  not 
seem  to  have  got  much  nearer  to  the  foot  of  the 
£nchanted  Mountain.  In  fact  it  proved  that  the  crest 
of  the  mount  formed  a  sort  of  horseshoe,  so  that  its 
middle  part,  for  which  I  had  been  steering  all  the 
time,  in  order  to  gain  a  depression  which  seemed  to 
afford  an  easy  ascent,  was  by  far  the  remotest.  I 
therefore  changed  my  course  and  turned  more  east- 
ward, but  only  met  with  more  annoyance,  for,  ascend- 
ing the  slope  which  I  hoped  would  soon  convey  me  to 
the  summit,  I  suddenly  came  to  the  steep  precipice  of 
a  deep  ravine,  which  separated  me  from  the  crest. 

Being  already  fatigued,  the  disappointment,  of 
course,  depressed  my  spirits,  and  I  had  to  summon 
all  my  resolution  and  energy  in  order  to  descend  into 
the  ravine  and  climb  the  other  side.  It  was  now 
past  ten  o'clock ;  the  sun  began  to  put  forth  its  full 
power,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  shade  around 
me.  In  a  state  of  the  utmost  exhaustion  I  at  length 
reached  the  narrow  pinnacled  crest,  which  was  only 
a  few  feet  broad,  and  exhibited  neither  inscriptions 
nor  sculptures.  I  had  a  fine  prospect  towards  the 
S.W.  and  N.E. ;  but  I  looked  around  in  vain  for  any 

traces  of  our  caravan.     Though  exposed  to  the  full 
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rays  of  the  sutkj  I  lay  down  on  my  high  batbacan  to 
seek  repose ;  but  my  dry  biscuit  or  a  date  was  quite 
unpalatable,  and  being  anxious  about  my  little  pro- 
vision of  water,  I  could  only  sip  an  insufficient 
draught  from  my  small  water-skin. 

As  the  day  advanced  I  got  anxious  lest  our  little 
band,  thinking  that  I  was  already  in  advance,  might 
continue  their  march  in  the  afternoon,  and,  in  spite 
of  my  weakness,  determined  to  try  to  reach  the 
encampment.  I  therefore  descended  the  ravine,  in 
order  to  follow  its  course,  which,  according  to  Ha- 
tita's  indications,  would  lead  me  in  the  direction  of 
the  well.  It  was  very  hot ;  and  being  thirsty,  I 
swallowed  at  once  the  little  water  that  remained* 
This  was  about  noon ;  and  I  soon  found  that  the 
draught  of  mere  water,  taken  upon  an  empty  sto- 
mach, had  not  at  all  restored  my  strength. 

At  length  I  reached  the  bottom  of  the  valley. 
Hatita  had  always  talked  as  if  they  were  to  encamp 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  mountain ;  yet,  as  far 
as  I  could  strain  my  view,  no  living  being  was  to  be 
seen.  At  length  I  became  puzzled  as  to  my  direc- 
tion, and,  hurrying  on  as  fast  as  my  failing  strength 
would  allow,  I  ascended  a  mound  crowned  with  an 
ethel-bush,  and  fired  my  pistols ;  but  I  waited  in 
vain  for  an  answer :  a  strong  east  wind  was  blow- 
ing  dead  against  me.  Reflecting  a  moment  on  my 
situation,  I  then  crossed  the  small  sand-hills,  and, 
ascending  another  mound,  fired  again.  Convinced 
that  there  could  be  nobody  in  this  direction,  at  least 
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at  a  moderate  distance,  I  bethought  myself  that  our 
party  might  be  still  behind,  and,  very  unluckily,  I 
kept  more  directly  eastward. 

The  valley  was  here  very  richly  overgrown  with 
8eb6t ;  and  to  my  great  delight  I  saw  at  a  distance 
some  small  huts  attached  to  branches  of  the  ethel- 
tree,  covered  on  the  top  with  seb6t,  and  open  in 
front.  With  joy  in  my  heart  I  hastened  on  towards 
them,  but  found  them  empty ;  and  not  a  living  being 
was  to  be  seen,  nor  was  there  a  drop  of  water  to  be 
got. 

My  strength  beinff  now  exhausted,  I  sat  do^vn  on 
the  naked  plain,  witn  a  full  view  before  me  of  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  wadi,  and  with  some  confidence 
expected  the  caravan.  I  even  thought,  for  a  moment, 
that  I  beheld  a  string  of  camels  passing  in  the  distance. 
But  it  was  an  illusion  ;  and  when  the  sun  was  about 
to  set,  not  being  able  to  muster  strength  enough  to 
walk  a  few  paces  without  sitting  down,  I  had  only  to 
choose  for  my  night's  quarters  between  the  deserted 
huts  and  an  ethel-tree  which  I  saw  at  a  little  distance* 
I  chose  the  latter,  as  being  on  a  more  elevated  spot, 
and  therefore  scrambled  to  the  tree,  which  was  of  a 
respectable  old  age,  with  thick  tall  branches,  but 
almost  leafless.  It  was  my  intention  to  light  a  fire, 
which  promised  almost  certain  deliverance;  but  I 
could  not  muster  sufficient  strength  to  gather  a  little 
wood.     I  was  broken  down  and  in  a  feverish  state. 

Having  lain  down  for  an  hour  or  two,  after  it  be- 
<:ame  quite  dark  I  arose  from  the  ground,  and,  looking 
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around  me,  desmed  to  my  great  joy  a  large  fire  S.  W* 
down  the  valley,  and,  hoping  that  it  might  be  that  of 
my  companions,  I  fired  a  pistol,  as  the  only  means  of 
communicating  with  them,  and  listened  as  the  sound 
rolled  along,  feeling  sure  that  it  would  reach  their 
ears;  but  no  answer  was  returned.  All  remained 
silent.  Still  I  saw  the  flame  rising  towards  the  sky, 
and  telling  where  deliverance  was  to  be  found,  without 
my  being  able  to  avail  myself  of  the  signal.  Having 
waited  long  in  vain,  I  fired  a  second  time — yet  no 
answer.  I  lay  down  in  resignation,  committing  my 
life  to  the  care  of  the  Merciful  One ;  but  it  was  in 
vain  that  I  tried  to  sleep,  and,  restless  and  in  a  high 
fever,  I  tossed  about  on  the  ground,  looking  with 
anxiety  and  fear  for  the  dawn  of  the  next  day. 

At  length  the  long  night  wore  away,  and  dawn 
was  drawing  nigh.  All  was  repose  and  silence  ;  and 
I  was  sure  I  could  not  choose  a  better  time  for  trying 
to  inform  my  friends,  by  signal,  of  my  whereabouts. 
I  therefore  collected  all  my  strength,  loaded  my  pistol 
with  a  heavy  charge,  and  fired — once — twice.  I 
thought  the  sound  ought  to  awaken  the  dead  from 
their  tombs,  so  powerfully  did  it  reverberate  from 
the  opposite  range  and  roll  along  the  wadi ;  yet  no 
answer.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  great 
distance  apparently  separating  me  from  my  com- 
panions, who  seemed  not  to  have  heard  my  firing. 

The  sun  that  I  had  half  longed  for,  half  looked 
forward  to  with  terror,  at  last  rose.  My  condition, 
as  the  heat  went  on  increasing,  became  more  dread- 
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fill ;  and  I  crawled  around,  changing  every  moment 
my  position,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  little  shade  afforded 
by  the  leafless  branches  of  the  tree.  About  noon 
there  was  of  course  scarcely  a  spot  of  shade  left — 
cmly  enough  for  my  head, — and  I  suffered  greatly 
firom  the  pangs  of  thirst,  although  I  sucked  a  little  of 
my  blood  till  I  became  senseless,  and  fell  into  a  sort  of 
delirium,  from  which  I  only  recovered  when  the  sun 
went  down  behind  the  mountains.  I  then  regained 
some  consciousness,  and  crawled  out  of  the  shade  of 
the  tree,  throwing  a  melancholy  glance  over  the  plain, 
when  suddenly  I  heard  the  cry  of  a  camel.  It  was 
the  most  delightful  music  I  ever  heard  in  my  life ; 
and  raising  myself  a  little  from  the  ground,  I  saw  a 
mounted  Tarki  passing  at  some  distance  from  me, 
and  looking  eagerly  around.  He  had  found  my  foot- 
steps in  the  sandy  ground,  and  losing  them  again  on 
the  pebbles,  was  anxiously  seeking  traces  of  the  direc- 
tion I  had  taken.  I  opened  my  parched  mouth,  and 
crying,  as  loud  as  my  faint  strength  allowed,  "  dman, 
dman"  (water,  water),  I  was  rejoiced  to  get  for 
answer  "  iwah !  iwah ! "  and  in  a  few  moments  he 
sat  at  my  side,  washing  and  sprinkling  my  head, 
while  I  broke  out  involuntarily  into  an  uninterrupted 
strain  of  ^^  el  hamdu  lilldhi !  el  hamdu  lilldhi  ! " 

Having  thus  first  refreshed  me,  and  then  allowed 
me  a  draught  which,  however,  I  was  not  able  to  enjoy, 
my  throat  being  so  dry,  and  my  fever  still  continu- 
ing, my  deliverer,  whose  name  was  Mtisa,  placed  me 
upon  his  camel,  mounted  himself  in  front  of  me,  and 
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brought  me  to  the  tents.  They  were  a  good  wajr  oC 
The  joy  of  meeting  again,  after  I  had  been  ^ready 
despaired  of,  was  great ;  and  I  had  to  express  my 
sincere  thanks  to  my  companions,  who  had  given 
themselves  so  much  trouble  to  find  me.  But  I  could 
speak  but  little  at  first,  and  could  scarcely  eat  any- 
thing for  the  next  three  days,  after  which  I  gradually 
recovered  my  strength.  It  is,  indeed,  very  remark- 
able how  quickly  the  strength  of  a  European  is  broken 
in  these  dimes,  if  for  a  single  day  he  be  prevented 
from  taking  his  usual  food.  Nevertheless  I  was  able 
to  proceed  the  next  day  (the  17th),  when  we  kept 
more  towards  the  slope  of  the  Akakiis,  and  here  passed 
a  broad  lateral  valley,  rich  in  herbage,  called  A'dar-n- 
jelkum,  after  which  wa  descended  about  a  hundred 
feet  from  the  pebbly  ground  into  sandy  soil  forming 
a  sort  of  valley  called  Ighelfannis,  and  full  of  ethel- 
trees  and  seb6t.  In  such  a  locality  we  encamped 
two  hours  after  noon,  near  splendid  ethel-trees ;  but 
the  strong  north-easterly  wind,  enveloping  ourselves 
and  baggage  in  thick  clouds  of  sand,  banished  all 
enjoyment. 
Thursday,  ^^  Continued  our  march  with  the  sure 
"^^y  ^®  '  expectation  of  soon  reaching  Ghat  *,  the 
second  great  station  on  our  journey.    The  valley  after 

♦  If  I  were  to  give  the  real  native  sound,  I  should  write  Rhdt 
rather  than  Gb&t ;  and  it  is  onlj  from  fear  lest  I  might  offend  the 
ear  of  the  English  reader,  that  I  abstain  from  following  this  prin* 
ciple.  The  ghain  of  the  Arabs  has  a  double  sound,  sometimes  as 
ghy  at  others  as  rky  and  the  latter  prevails  entirely  in  this  part  of 
Africa ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not  express  this  differ- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Chap.iXv  arrival  at  gha't.  221 

some  time  became  free  from  ethel-trees,  and  opened  a 
view  of  the  little  town,  situated  at  the  north-western 
foot  of  a  rocky  eminence  jutting  out  into  the  valley, 
and  girt  by  sand-hills  on  the  west.  Its  plantation 
extends  in  a  long  strip  towards  S.S.W.,  while  another 
group,  formed  by  the  plantation  and  by  the  noble- 
looking  mansion  of  HAj  A'hmed,  appears  towards  the 
west.  Here  we  were  joined  by  Mohammed  Sherif,  a 
nephew  of  Hdj  A'hmed,  in  a  showy  dress,  and  well 
mounted  on  a  horse ;  and  we  separate  from  Hatita 
in  order  to  take  our  way  round  the  north  side  of  the 
hill,  so  as  to  avoid  exciting  the  curiosity  and  im- 
portunity of  the  townspeople.  But  a  good  many 
boys  came  out  of  the  town,  and  exhibited  quite  an 
interesting  scene  as  they  recognized  Yakiib  (Mr. 
Richardson),  who  had  visited  this  place,  on  his  for- 
mer journey.  Many  people  came  out  to  see  us,  some 
oflfering  us  their  welcome,  others  remaining  indif- 
ferent spectators. 

Thus  we  reached  the  new  plantation  of  Hdj  ATimed 
the  governor,  as  he  is  called,  of  Ghdt,  and  found,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  out-building,  which  had  been  de- 
stined for  our  use,  the  principal  meh  of  the  town,  who 
received  us  with  great  kindness  and  politeness.  The 
most  interesting  among  them  was  Hdj  A'hraed  him- 
self,- a  man  of  grave  and  dignified  manners,  who, 
although  a  stranger  to  the  place,  and  a  native  of 
Tawdt,  has  succeeded,  through  his  address  and  his 

ence.  For  the  same  reason  I  should  prefer  writing  Sonrhay,  and 
not  Songfaay,  or  Sunghay. 
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mercantile  prosperity,  in  obtaining  for  himself  here 
an  almost  princely  position,  and  has  founded  in  re- 
ality a  new  town,  with  large  and  splendid  improve- 
ments, by  the  side  of  the  old  city.  His  situation  as 
governor  of  Ghdt,  in  reference,  and  in  some  degree  in 
opposition,  to  the  Tawdrek  chiefs,  is  a  very  peculiar 
one,  and  requires,  on  his  part,  a  good  deal  of  address, 
patience,  and  forbearance.  I  am  convinced  that  when 
we  first  arrived  he  did  not  view  us  with  displeasure, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  greatly  pleased  to  receive 
under  his  roof  a  mission  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Grovemment,  with  whose  immense  influence  and  power, 
and  the  noble  purpose  of  whose  policy,  he  was  not 
entirely  unacquainted;  but  his  extraordinary  and 
precarious  situation  did  not  allow  him  to  act  freely, 
and  besides  I  cannot  say  that  he  received  from  us  so 
warm  an  acknowledgment  as  his  conduct  in  the  first 
instance  seemed  to  deserve. 

Besides  him,  the  chief  parties  in  our  first  conver- 
sation were  his  nephew  A'hmed  Mohammed  Sherif 
(the  man  who  came  to  meet  us),  a  clever  but  forward 
lad,  of  pleasant  manners — whom  in 
the  course  of  my  travels  I  met  se- 
veral times  in  Suddn,  —  and  Mo- 
hammed Edfa,  a  cheerful  good-hu- 
moured man. 

Our  quarters,  of  which  the  accom- 
panying woodcut  gives  the  ground-plan,  were  cer- 
tainly neither  airy  nor  agreeable ;  but  the  hot  sand- 
wind  which  blew  without  made  them  appear  to  us 
quite  tolerable. 
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THE  INDIQENOUS  BERBER  POPULATION. 

Thebb  can  be  no  doubt  that  even  Fezz&u,  in  ancient 
times,  had  a  population  entirely  different  from  that 
dwelling  near  the  coast;  but  the  original  black  in- 
habitants  of  that  country  have  been  swept  away, 
or  mixed  up  entirely  with  the  Arabs,  who  seem  to 
have  invaded  this  country  not  earlier  than  the  15th 
century  of  our  era,  for  in  Makrizi's  time  Fezsdn  was 
still  a  Berber  country.*  But  few  names  now  remain 
which  evidently  bespeak  a  Central  African  origin,  such 
as  those  terminating  in  away  as  Tasdwa  or  Tessdwa 
(a  town  already  mentioned  by  Edrisif ),  Portukawa, 
and  others. 

♦  Makrizi,    Hamaker    Specim.    Cat^.    p.  206.  ^  J    jjj 

jjjj  \^\j.  El  Bekri,  p.  455.,  already  mentions  Bena*Khald(n, 
brides  the  Fezz&nab,  as  inhabitants  of  some  places.  On  the  same 
page  this  diligent  author  sajs  expressly  that  the  town  of  Zawila 
was  on  the  border  of  Negroland.  We  shall  see,  in  the  second 
volome,  that  all  this  country  constituted  part  of  the  Empire  of 
E&nem ;  indeed,  from  what  El  Bekri  says,  p.  457.,  it  appears  that 
even  within  twenty  years  after  the  great  and  unfortunate  immi- 
gration of  the  Arab  tribes  Jnto  Barbary,  two  tribes,  the  Hadrdmis 
and  the  Sehdmis,  had  taken  possession  of  Waddn.  But  we  shall 
see  that  the  Negroes  regained  this  place  at  a  latto  period. 

t  Edrisi,  ed.  Jaubert,  vol.  i.  p.  113.  Edrisi  deserves  attention 
when  he  says  that  the  Negroes  called  Tessdwa  "  Little  Jerma  ;** 
that  is  to  say,  they  attached  to  it  a  celebrated  name,  as  if  it 
were  another  capital  of  the  country. 
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But  in  the  country  of  Ghdt,  which  we  have  now 
entered,  the  case  is  very  different;  for  here  the  former 
state  of  things  has  not  been  so  entirely  altered  as  not 
to  leave  some  unmistakable  testimonies  behind  it. 

All  the  original  population  of  Korth  Alrica  ap- 
pear to  have  been  a  race  of  the  Semitic  stock,  but 
who,  by  intermarriage  with  tribes  which  came  fixnn 
Egypt,  or  by  way  of  it,  had  received  a  certain  admix- 
ture. The  consequence  was,  that  several  distinct 
tribes  were  produced,  designated  by  the  ancients  as 
Libyans,  Moors,  Numidians,  Libyphc^icians,  Getu- 
lians,  and  others,  and  traced  by  the  native  historians 
to  two  different  families,  the  Berdnes  and  the  Abtar, 
who,  however,  diverge  from  one  common  source, 
Mazigh  or  Madaghs.  This  native  wide*spread  Afri- 
can race,  either  from  the  name  of  their  supposed 
ancestor,  Ber,  which  we  recognize  in  the  name  Afer, 
or  in  consequence  of  the  Roman  term  barhari^  has 
been  generally  called  Berber,  and  in  some  regions 
Shawi  and  SheUuh.  The  general  character  and  lan- 
guage of  these  people  seem  to  have  been  the  same, 
while  the  complexion  alone  was  the  distinguishing 
point  of  difference. 

How  far  southward  the  settlements  of  this  North 
African  race  originally  extended,  it  is  difficult  to 
say;  but  it  may  be  gathered^  even  from  ancient 
writers,  that  they  did  not  extend  to  the  very  border 
of  the  naked  desert,  and  that  they  were  bounded  on 
the  south  by  a  region  occupied  by  Ethiopian  races, — 
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an  observation  which  is  confirmed  by  the  present 
state  of  things.  Wdrgela  evidently  belonged  origin 
nally  to  the  dominion  of  the  Blacks,  as  well  as 
Tawdt.  The  Berbers  seem  in  general  to  have  kept 
within  iheir  borders  till  driven  from  their  native 
seats  by  the  Arabs :  for  they  had  been  mildly  treated 
by  the  former  conquerors  of  the  country  (the  Phoe- 
nicians, the  Romans,  Vandals,  and  Byzantines),  and 
they  appear  even  to  have  partly  embraced  Chris- 
tianity*; but  this,  of  course,  was  just  another 
principle  of  opposition  between  them  and  their 
Mohammedan  conquerors,  and  a  great  proportion  of 
them  were  evidently  obliged  to  retire  into  the  more 
desolate  regions  in  their  rear.  The  exact  time  when 
this  happened  we  are  not  able  to  determine. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  desert  this  transmigration 
commenced  before  the  time  of  Islam;  but  in  the 
central  part  of  Barbary  the  flight  of  the  Berbers 
seems  to  have  been  connected  with  that  numerous 
immigration  of  Arab  families  into  North  Africa, 
which  took  place  in  the  first  half  of  the  11th 
century,  in  the  time  and  at  the  instigation  of  A'hmed 
ben  *Ali  el  Jerjerdni,  who   died    in  a.h.   436,   or 

•  Procop.  de  ^dificiis,  vl.  4.;  Joann.  Abb.  Chronic,  p.  13.  (re- 
specting the  Maori  pacati,  but  especially  the  important  tribe  of 
the  Lewatah);  Abu  '1  Hassan,  Annales  Regg.  Maur.,  ed.  Tornberg, 
pp.  7. 15.  83.  (respecting  the  Western  Berbers);  El  Bekri,  Notices 
et  Extraits,  &c.,  vol.  xii.  p.  484. ;  E'bn  Khaldun,  torn.  i.  p.  209.^  le 
Baron  de  Siane,  and  passim. 

VOL.  I.  Q 
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1044-5  of  our  era.*  The  fugitives  pushed  forward  in 
several  great  divisions,  which  it  is  not  essential  here 
to  enumerate,  as,  with  a  few  exceptions,  they  have 
become  extinct.  It  seems  only  necessary  to  advert 
here  to  the  fact,  that  of  all  the  reports  handed  down 
to  us  by  the  ancient  Arab  historians  and  geogra- 
phers respecting  the  different  Berber  nations  existing 
in  the  desert,  £he  name  of  T4rki,  or  TawArek,  by 
which  they  are  at  present  generally  designated, 
occurs  only  in  E'bn  Eialdiin  f ,  under  the  form  Tarka 
or  T&nkk ;  and  after  him  Leo  Africanus  is  the  first 
who,  in  mentioning  the  five  great  tribes,  names 
one  of  them  Terga.J  This  name,  which  has  been 
given  to  the  Berber  inhabitants  of  the  desert,  and 
which    Hodgson  §    erroneously    supposed    to    mean 

*  A  few  authors  make  this  momentous  event,  which  plunged 
North  Africa  into  a  series  of  misfortunes,  happen  a  few  years  later, 
under  El  Yezuri.  —  Leo  Africanus,  ed.  Venezia,  1837,  1.  i»  c.  21.: 
"  Ma  quando  la  loro  (degli  Arabi)  generazione  entro  nell'  Africa, 
allora  con  guerra  scacci5  di  1^  i  Numidi ;  e  ella  si  rimase  ad  abitar 
ne'  diserti  vicini  ai  paesi  de'  datteri,  e  i  Numidi  andarono  a  far  le 
loro  abitazioni  ne'  diserti  che  sono  propinqui  alia  Terranegra." 

f  E'bn  Elhaldun,  vol.  i.  p.  235.  Arab,  text,  vol.  ii.  p.  64.  transl. 
De  Slane ;  vol.  i.  p.  260.  Arab,  text,  vol.  ii.  p.  105.  transl.  In 
both'  passages  the  name  is  written  L^.b'  and  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  this  name  was  borne  bj  a  clan  which  dwelt  nearest  to  the 
Arab  tribe  of  the  Beni  Solaim.  The  great  General  Tarek  E'bn 
Zijad,  who  was  a  Berber  from  the  tribe  of  the  Ulhassa,  seems 
to  have  received  his  name  T&rek  from  the  same  source  as  the 
Berber  clan  Tdrikd  received  theirs. 

X  El  Bekri  certainly  mentions  (Notices  et  Extraits,  vol.  xii. 
p.  623.)  L3-J  -fc>^» 5  but  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  tribe. 

§  Hodgson,  Notes  on  Northern  Africa,  p.  23.     The  word  which 
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"tribe,"  is  quite  foreign  to  them.  The  truly  indi- 
genous name  by  which  these  people  call  themselves, 
is  the  same  by  which  they  were  already  known  to 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  which  was  given  to 
their  ancestors  by  £'bn  Ehaldiin  and  other  Arabic 
writers,  viz.  Amdzigh,  Mdzigh,  Mazix,  Masix, 
Mazys,  Mazax,  and  even  Maxitanus  in  the  sin* 
gular  form.  The  general  form  now  used  in  these 
regions  is  Am6shagh*  in  the  singular,  Im6shagh 
in  the  plural,  and  Temdshight  in  the  neutral  form. 
This  is  the  native  name  by  which  the  so-called 
Tawdrekf  designate  their  whole  nation,  which  is 
divided  into  several  great  families.  And  if  the 
reader  inquires  who  gave  them  the  other  name,  I 
answer,  with  full  confidence,  the  Arabs;  and  the 
reason  why  they  called  them  so  was  probably  from 
their  having  left  or  abandoned  their  religion,  from 
the  verb  c^?  "  tereku  dinihum ; "  for,  from  evidence 
which  I  have  collected  elsewhere,  it  seems  clear  that 
a  great  part  of  the  Berbers  of  the  desert  were  once 

'  ^  " 
means  tribe  is  written  i^j^  ;  and  this  is  an  Arabic,  and  not  a 

Berber  word. 

•  The  •  and  ^  (sh)  in  Berber  names  are  often  confounded* 
Thos  they  say  Ikdzkesan,  Ik&shkeshan ;  A'gadez,  E'gedesh. 

t  The  name  is  written  by  the  Arabs  promiscuously  with  the 
j^and  with  the  jf,  but  oftener  with  the  tl/;  and  the  name  is  so 
pointedly  Arabic  that  besides  the  plural  form  {±0y  another  form 
is  used,  ^j^^^j\sJ\.     Sultan  Bello  says  properly,  hSJb  ^jl-^j 

a  2 
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Christians  (they  are  still  called  by  some  Arabs 
"  the  Christians  of  the  desert  *'),  and  that  they  after- 
wards changed  their  religion  and  adopted  IsMm; 
notwithstanding  which  they  still  call  God  "  Mesi," 
and  an  angel  "  anyelds,"  and  have  preserved  many 
curious  customs  which  bear  testimony  to  their  ancient 
creed. 

I  said  that  the  regions  into  which  the  Berbers  had 
thus  been  obliged  to  withdraw,  had  been  formerly 
occupied  by  Ethiopian  or,  as  we  may  rather  call  them, 
sub- Libyan  tribes.  But  who  were  these  tribes  ?  We 
have  here  to  do  only  with  the  region  about  Ghat, 
reserving  the  other  districts  of  the  desert  for  future 
discussion  as  we  advance  in  our  journey.  This 
region,  as  well  as  the  whole  country  southward,  in- 
cluding Air,  or  rather  A'sben,  was  anciently  inhabited, 
I  think,  by  the  G6ber  race.  But  the  Hogar,  or  Az- 
kdr,  who  now  occupy  this  country,  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  its  first  conquerors,  but  to  have  found 
another  race,  nearly  related  to  themselves,  in  posses- 
sion of  it. 

The  tribe  which  now  possesses  the  country,  the 
Im6shagh  or  Tawdrek  of  Ghdt,  are  generally  called 
Azkdr  or  Azgdr ;  but  they  are  named  also  Hogdr,  or 
Hagara,  though  the  latter  name  is  very  often  employed 
to  denote  another  tribe.  Upon  this  point,  also,  we 
have  received  full  and  credible  information  from  E'bn 
Khaldiin,  who  tells  us*  that  the  name  Uogkr  was 

♦  E'bu  Khaldun,  vol.  i.  p.  276.  transL  De  Slane. 
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formed  from  that  of  Hauwdra,  and  served  to  desig- 
nate that  section  of  the  great  Berber  tribe  which 
had  retired  into  the  desert  about  G6g6;  and  it  is 
very  remarkable  that  the  Hogdr  were  described  just 
about  the  same  time,  in  those  same  regions,  by  the 
traveller  E'bn  Batiita.*  Hogdr  therefore  seems  to  be 
the  more  general  name,  while  Azkdr  serves  to  desig- 
nate a  section  of  this  tribe.  However,  this  name 
also  appears  to  be  an  ancient  one,  being  mentioned 
already  by  Edrisi  (a.h.  453)  f  as  the  name  of  a  tribe 
evidently  identical  with  that  of  which  we  are  speaking, 
the  settlements  of  which  he  indicates  as  being  distant 
twelve  days'  journey  from  Tasawa,  and  eighteen  from 
Ghaddmes.  It  is  mentioned  about  a  century  later 
by  E'bn  Said  J  as  dwelling  in  the  same  place.     The 


♦  Journal  Asiatique,  serie  iv.  torn,  i.,  1843,  p.  238.  \^n. 
This  is  the  usual  form,  Hogdr,  although  H4gara,  with  the  second 
Towel  short,  seems  to  have  no  less  pretension  to  correctness. 

f  Edrisi,  trad.  Jaubert,  i.  pp.  113.  116.  It  is  yery  probable, 
indeed,  that  this  tribe  is  already  mentioned  as  earlj  as  the  4th 
centurj,  under  the  form  of  * Av^cjpiavolf  and  in  connection  with  the 
Ma^ckcc,  which  is  nothing  else  but  the  general  name  of  the  whole 
tribe,  Im6shagh,  by  Philostorgius  (Hist.  Eccles.  xi.  viii.),  who  re- 
presents them  as  making  incursions  into  Egypt.  Under  the  form 
Ausuriani  (^ Avcrovpiat'ol),  the  same  tribe  is  several  times  mentioned 
by  Synesius,  the  bishop  of  Cyrene,  who  expressly  represents  them 
as  mounted  upon  camels.  Whether  they  are  identical  with  the 
Austoriani  of  Ammianus  Marcellinus  is  less  certain.  For  this 
hint  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Cooley. 

J  E'bn  Said,  mentioned  by  Abu  1  Fedd,  ed.  Keinaud,  torn.  i. 
(texte  Arabe),  p.  125.,  in  the  corrupted  reading  ^A^\\ ;  trad, 
vol.  ii.  p.  177. 
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Tin;^lkum  Ibrahim  was  of  opinion  that  Azkdr  means 
that  section  of  the  Hogdr  who  had  remained  (at 
some  period  unknown  to  us)  "faithful  to  the 
established  authority."  But  this  interpretation  of 
the  name,  if  we  consider  the  early  period  at  which  it 
occurs,  does  not  seem  quite  probable ;  and  I  suspect 
that  those  may  be  right  who  give  to  the  name  a 
more  general  meaning. 

At  present  the  Azkdr  form  but  a  small  part  of  the 
population  of  the  country  which  they  rule,  namely, 
the  region  inclosed  between  the  desert  bordered  by 
Wadi  Taliya  in  the  east,  the  valleys  Zerziiwa  and 
A'fara  in  the  west,  the  well  of  Asiu  towards  the 
south,  and  Nijbertfn  towards  the  north,  and  are  not 
able  to  furnish  more  than  about  five  hundred  armed 
men.  In  fact,  they  form  a  warlike  aristocracy  of 
five  families,  divided  into  thirty  divisions  or  fayas, 
each  of  which  has  an  independent  chief.  The  namesi 
of  the  five  families  are  Urdghen,  Vmanang,  Ffogas, 
Haddnarang,  and  Manghdssatang.  The  Ur^hen  or 
Aurdghen,  meaning  the  "  Yellows,"  or  "  golden  "  (in 
colour),  who  seem  to  have  once  formed  a  very  power- 
ful family*,  and  have  given  their  name  to  one  of  the 
principal  dialects  of  the  Tarkiye  or  Temdshight,  are 
at  present  much  dispersed,  many  of  them  living 
among  the  Awelimmiden  on  the  northern  shore  of  the 
Isa  or  Niger,  where  I  shall  have  more  to  say  about 


♦  The  Aurdghen  are  evidently  identical  with  the  Aurigha,  one 
of  the  seven  principal  clans  of  the  Ber&nes. 
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them.  Even  among  the  Azk&r  they  still  form  the 
most  important  division,  and  count  at  least  a  hundred 
and  fifty  full-grown  men.  A  large  body  of  them  is 
settled  in  and  about  the  valley  of  Arikfm,  on  the 
direct  road  from  Murzuk  to  Suddn,  and  about  fifty 
miles  to  the  south  of  Gh&t.  Their  original  abode  is* 
said  to  have  been  at  a  place  called  Asdwa^  to  the 
south  of  Irdlghawen.  But  the  tribe  that  formerly 
possessed  the  greatest  authority,  and  which  on  this 
account  is  still  called  Aman6kalen,  or  the  sultan 
tribe,  is  that  of  the  Tmanang,  who  are  at  present 
reduced  to  extreme  poverty,  and  to  a  very  small 
number,  said  not  even  to  reach  ten  families.  But 
they  have  still  a  very  large  number  of  Imghdd  under 
their  command.  Their  women  are  celebrated  for 
their  beauty.  They  are  most  of  them  settled  in  the 
valley  of  Dider.  The  third  division  of  the  Azkdr,  to 
which  Hatita,  the  friend  of  the  English,  belongs,  are 
the  ManghAssatang,  or  Imagh^saten,  whose  leather 
tents  are  generally  pitched  in  the  Valley  of  Zerziiwa, 
on  the  road  from  Ghdt  to  Tawdt,  about  six  days' 
journey  from  the  former.* 

*  In  order  to  point  out  clearly  the  situation  of  these  vallejs,  1 
here  subjoin  a  short  itinerary  of  the  road  from  Ghdt  to  Zerziiwa, 
and  thence  to  E'geri. 

In  going  from  Ghdt  westwards  to  Taw&t,  you  reach,  after  four 
or  five  hours,  the  place  Fiy6t ;  on  the  second  day  you  sleep  in 
Idii ;  on  the  third,  in  A'tser-n-t&shelt ;  on  the  fourth,  in  Azdkkan 
teman6kalt  ("the  royal  plain");  on  the  fifth,  in  Ih6r-hayen;  after 
which,  on  the  sixth  day,  you  arrive  in  Zerziiwa.  (This  part  of 
the  itinerary  varies  a  little  from  the  itinerary  from  Gh&t  to  Tawdt, 

Q  4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


232  TRAVELS  m  AFRICA.  Chat.  X. 

The  three  clans,  or  *Uiyiisi,"  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, constitute  at  present,  strictly  speaking,  the 
family  of  the  AzkAr ;  the  other  two  divisions,  viz.  the 
I%gas  and  the  Haddnarang,  having  separated  from 
the  rest,  and  broken  in  some  way  the  national  bond 
which  formerly  united  them  with  the  others.  One  of 
them,  the  Tfogas,  are  scattered  over  the  whole  desert, 
some  having  settled  among  the  K41-owi  at  a  place 
called  T6rit,  on  the  road  to  Damerghii;  another 
section  dwells  in  the  more  favoured  valleys  to  the 
east  of  Mabnik;  while  a  small  portion  of  this 
tribe  remains  in  the  territory  of  the  Azkdr,  where 
they  have  their  abode  in  the  valley  of  A'fara,  about 
halfway  between  Ghdt  and  Tawdt.  The  second  of 
these  tribes,  viz.  the  Haddnarang,  is  settled  in  a  place 
called  A'deraar,  not  far  from  the  southern  frontier  of 
the  territory  of  the  Azkdr,  in  the  midst  of  the  Imghdd. 
They  are,  to  some  extent  at  least,  migratory  free- 
booters; and  to  them  belonged  those  robbers  who, 
soon  after  we  had  fortunately  got  out  of  their  clutches, 
murdered  two  Tebu  merchants  on  the  road  from  Air 
to  Ghdt,  carrying  away  their  whole  caravan,  with  no 
less  than  thirty-three  slaves. 

I  was  assured  by  Hatita  that  there  were  not  less 
than  thirty  subdivisions  of  the  larger  clans,  called 

given  hj  Mr.  Richardson  in  his  first  journey.)  Going  thence  to 
E^geri,  in  a  direction  east  from  souths  jou  encamp  on  the  first  night 
in  T^ni ;  on  the  second,  in  Tin-tiizist ;  on  the  third,  in  Ad6mar  ; 
on  the  fourth,  in  Ader&r  ;  on  the  fifth,  in  Dider  ;  and  on  the  sixth 
arrive  in  E'geri. 
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"f5aya,"  in  Temdshight;  but  I  could  only  ascertain 
the  names  of  four  of  them :  viz.  the  Iz6ban  and  the 
Ok^ren,  living  in  the  Wadi  Irdrar^n,  and  probably 
belonging  to  one  and  the  same  family  (I  believe 
the  Tmanang);  the  Degdrrab,  probably  a  section 
of  the  Haddnarangy  living  in  a  place  called  Tdrat 
together  with  some  Imghdd ;  and  finally  the  Ihiyfiwen 
or  Ih^wan,  a  portion  of  whom  dwell  in  Titars^n, 
while  another  section  has  settled  near  Tasdwa  in 
Fezzdn,  forming  the  last  link  of  the  chain  which 
connects  the  Imghdd  and  the  Azkdr.  Another 
link  is  formed  by  the  Mak^resang,  who,  like  the 
former,  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  chief  Nakh- 
niikhen ;  then  foUow  the  If^lelen,  who  are  settled  in 
Tasil  with  the  Imghdd.  The  least  degenerate  of 
these  half-caste  tribes,  who  hold  a  middle  place  be- 
tween the  Im6shagh  and  the  Imghdd,  or  between  the 
free  and  the  servile,  is  said  to  be  the  section  of  the 
Mateghflelen,  now  settled  in  the  Wadi  el  Gharbi,  in 
Fezzdn,  while  their  kindred  certainly  belong  to  the 
Iraghdd.  This  is  the  best  proof  that  the  name  A'mghi 
does  not  express  national  descent,  but  social  con- 
dition. Another  section  or  tribe  loosely  connected 
with  the  Azkdr,  but  not  regarded  as  noble,  although 
as  strict  ascetics  they  are  much  respected,  and  are 
enabled  to  carry  on  almost  undisturbed  the  commerce 
between  Fezzdn  and  Negroland,  are  the  Tinylkum, 
of  whom  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  speak  re- 
peatedly. At  present  they  are  settled  partly  in  the 
valley  Tigger-od^,   where  their  chief  the   Hdj  'All 
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resides,  partly  in  Wadi  el  Gharbi  and  around  Tasdwa ; 
but  their  ancient  seats  were  to  the  south  of  Ghdt, 
and  even  in  the  town  of  Ghdt  itself,  they  having  been 
called  in  to  decide  the  quarrel  between  the  former 
inhabitants  of  that  place,  the  K61-tellek  and  the 
Makamiimmasen. 

As  I  said  above,  the  ruling  class  of  the  Azkdr 
constitutes  by  far  the  smaller  part  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  while  the  great  mass  of  the 
population  of  these  regions  consists  of  a  subject 
or  degraded  tribe  called  Imghdd,  or,  in  the  Arabic 
form,  Merdtha  or  even  Metdthra.  This  I  formerly 
considered  to  be  a  gentile  name ;  but  I  found  after- 
wards that  it  is  a  general  epithet  used  by  all  the 
different  tribes  of  the  Im6shagh  to  denote  degraded 
tribes.  The  singular  form  of  the  name  is  A'mghi*, 
which  is  the  counterpart  of  Am6shagh,  as  it  means 
"  servile,"  while  the  latter  means  "  free."  The  Im- 
ghdd  of  the  Azkdr  differ  a  great  deal  from  the 
ruling  tribe,  particularly  the  women ;  for  while  the 
Im6shagh  are  tolerably  fair,  a  great  many  of 
the  former  are  almost  black,  but  nevertheless  well 
made,  and  not  only  without  negro  features,  but 
generally  with  a  very  regular  physiognomy,  while 
the  women,  at  least  in  their  forms,  approach  more  to 
the  type  of  the  negro  races.     But  as  for  their  lan- 

*  L^*^^  P^'  ^^^^  '^^®  change  of  the  c  into  the  .  in  the  Arabic 
form  of  the  name  shows  to  what  extent  the  sound  of  the  r  prevails 
in  the  African  pronunciation  of  this  letter.  The  final  d  has  re- 
placed n. 
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guage,  I  most  confess  that  I  am  not  able  to  decide 
with  confidence  whether  it  sprang  originally  from  a 
Berber  dialect  or  the  Hdusa  language  * :  many  of  the 
people,  indeed,  seem  to  be  bilingual ;  but  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  men  do  not  even  understand  the 
Hdusa  language.  I  am  persuaded  that  they  were 
originally  Berbers  who  have  become  degraded  by 
intermixture  with  the  black  natives. 

The  ImghM  of  the  Azk^r,  who  altogether  form  a 
numerous  body,  being  able  to  furnish  about  5000 
armed  men,  are  divided  into  four  sections, — the  Ba- 
tdnatang  or  Ib^tnaten,  the  Fdrkana  or  AfSrken^n, 
Segigatang,  and  Warwaren,  which  latter  name,  I 
think,  very  naturally  calls  to  mind  the  Latin  "  Bar- 
bari,"  a  name  which,  according  to  some  ancient  au- 
thors, belonged  to  certain  tribes  of  Northern  Africa|, 
and  may  fairly  explain  the  origin  of  the  name  Berber, 
though  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  ^^wavy^  a  syllable 
with  which  a  great  number  of  Berber  names  begin, 
seems  to  signify  "  man."  Of  these  four  divisions  the 
last  three  seem  to  live  principally  in  and  around  the 
small  town  of  Bdrakat,  a  few  miles  south  of  Ghdt, 
and  in  and  around  Jdnet  or  YAnet,  about  thirty  miles 

♦  Hatita  told  us  expressly  that,  if  any  of  the  Lngh&d  should 
trouble  us  we  should  say,  "  bdbo."  Now  "  bdbo  "  is  neither  Arabic 
nor  Tem&shight,  but  the  H&usa  word  for  "there  is  none." 

t  Hippolytus,  Lib.  Generat  (p.  101.  in  the  second  yolume  of 
the  Chronicon  Paschale,  ed.  Bonn.),  enumerates  among  the  African 
tribes  "  Afri  qui  et  Barbares ;"  and  in  Itinerar.  Antonini,  p.  2.,  the 
Macenites  Barbari  are  mentioned.  Yarvar  is  a  Sanscrit  word  of 
Fery  general  meaning. 
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S.S.W.  from  E'geri.  Neither  the  population  of  the 
town  of  Ghdt  nor  that  of  the  town  of  Bdrakat  is 
at  present  formed  by  these  Imghdd ;  but  I  should 
suppose  that  in  former  times  they  were  also  the  pri- 
vileged inhabitants  of  Gh&t  itself,  which  at  present  is 
occupied  by  a  very  mixed  race,  so  well  described  by 
the  late  Mr.  Richardson.  These  two  favoured  spots 
of  the  desert  seem  to  be  left  entirely  to  these  people 
as  tenants,  on  condition  that  they  take  care  of  the 
plantations  and  of  the  gardens,  and  gather  the  fruit, 
of  which  they  are  bound  to  give  a  portion  to  their 
masters.  Some  of  the  noble  Im6shagh,  indeed,  seem 
to  have  a  great  many  of  these  people  at  their  disposal. 
The  Batdnatang  or  Ib^tnaten,  reside  principally  in  a 
valley  called  Tesili,  while  another  section  of  them 
have  their  abode  amongst  the  Hogdr,  in  a  district 
called  Tehellah6het,  on  the  road  from  Asia  to  TawAt. 
A  portion  of  the  last  tribe  (viz.  the  Fdrkana  or  Af4r- 
kenen)  dwell  in  a  valley  called  Tdrat,  about  a  day's 
journey  north-west  from  Nghdkeli. 

Besides  these  four  great  divisions,  there  are  many 
other  sections  of  the  Imghdd.  The  names  of  these, 
as  far  as  they  became  known  to  me,  are  as  follows :  — 
the  Dik-Surki,  settled  in  the  territory  of  the  Azkdr 
in  a  place  called  F/dehi;  the  K^l-n-tunin,  living  in 
Aderdr ;  the  Amatghilelen*,  who  have  their  abode  in 
the  same  spot ;  the  Kel-dhenet,  living  in  Hdgara ;  the 

*  This  clan  is  evideutlj  related  to  the  Mateghilelen  mentioned 
above,  p.  233.,  as  settled  at  present  in  the  Wadi  el  Gh&rbi. 
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Akeshemdden,  in  the  valley  called  Atiil ;  the  I'kelan, 
who  have  their  dwelling-places  in  Zerzer ;  the  K61- 
ghafsa,  in  Tfak;  the  K^l-ifis,  in  Temdghaset;  and 
finally,  the  Ijrdn. 

The  ruling  race  of  the  Im6shagh  subsists  entirely  on 
the  labour  of  this  depressed  class,  as  the  old  Spartans 
did  upon  that  of  the  LacedaBmonians,  but  still  more 
upon  the  tribute  or  gherdraa  which,  as  I  mentioned 
above,  they  raise  from  the  caravans — a  custom  al- 
ready mentioned  by  Leo  Africanus  *  Without  some 
such  revenue  they  could  not  trick  themselves  out 
so  well  as  they  do,  though  when  at  home  in  their 
"tekdbber"  they  live  at  very  little  expense,  particu- 
larly as  they  are  not  polygamists.  The  Imghdd  are 
not  allowed  to  carry  an  iron  spear  nor  to  wear  a  sword, 
which  is  the  distinction  of  the  free  man,  nor  any  very 
showy  dress.  Most  of  them  may  be  regarded  as 
settled,  or  as  "  K^l,"  that  is  to  say  as  the  constant, 
or  at  least  as  the  ordinary,  inhabitants  of  a  given 
place;  and  this  indeed,  it  seems,  is  even  to  be  said 
of  a  great  many  of  the  Azkdr  themselves,  who  seem 
to  hold  a  middle  place  between  the  nomadic  and 
the  settled  tribes.  The  consequence  is,  that  many  of 
them  do  not  live  in  leather  tents,  or  "  6he,"  but  in 
round  conical  huts  called  tekdbber,  made  of  bushes 
and  dry  grass. 

The  town  of  Ghdt  (the  favoured  locality  of  which 


*  L.  i.  c  20. :  '<  Ma  le  carovane  che  passano  per  li  diserti  loro, 
sono  tenute  di  pagare  ai  lor  principi  certa  gc^eUaJ* 
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ing  from  this  hill  towards  the  south,  I  was  greatly 
pleased  with  the  new  improvements  added  by  Hdj 
A'hmed  to  his  plantation.  The  example  of  this 
man  shows  how  much  may  be  achieved  by  a  little 
industry  in  these  favoured  spots,  where  cultivation 
might  be  infinitely  increased.  In  the  southernmost 
and  most  recent  part  of  the  plantation  a  large  basin, 
about  100  ft.  long  and  60  ft.  broad,  had  been  formed, 
receiving  a  full  supply  of  water  from  the  northern 
side  of  the  sand-hills,  and  irrigating  kitchen-gardens 
of  considerable  extent.  Thus  the  wealthy  governor 
makes  some  advance  every  year ;  but,  unfortunately, 
he  seems  not  to  find  many  imitators. 

Our  negotiation  with  the  Tawdrek  chiefs  might 
have  been  conducted  with  more  success,  if  a  letter 
written  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the  chief 
Jabiir  had  not  been  produced  at  the  very  moment 
when  all  the  chiefs  present  were  ready  to  subscribe  the 
treaty.  But  their  attention  was  entirely  distracted 
from  the  object  in  view.  This  letter  made  direct 
mention  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade;  hence 
it  became  a  very  difficult  and  delicate  matter,  espe- 
cially as  Mr.  Richardson's  supplies  of  merchandise 
and  presents  at  that  moment  were  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  merchant  Hdj  Ibrahim,  who,  even  if 
liberal  enough  to  abstain  from  intrigue  against  admit- 
ting the  competition  of  English  merchants,  would 
be  sure  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave-trade. 

It  was  a  serious  undertaking  to  enter  into  direct 
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negotiation  with  these  Tawdrek  chiefs,  the  absolute 
masters  of  several  of  the  most  important  routes 
to  Central  Africa.*  It  required  great  skill,  entire 
confidence,  and  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  means, 
of  which  we  were  extremely  deficient.  To  this  vex- 
ation let  there  be  added  the  petulant  and  indiscreet 
behaviour  of  our  servants,  who  were  exasperated  by 
the  sufferings  of  the  Ramadhdn  during  the  hottest 
season  of  the  year,  and  were  too  well  aware  of  the 
insufficiency  of  our  means  to  carry  out  the  objects  of 
our  mission ;  and  the  reader  will  easily  understand 
that  we  were  extremely  glad  when,  after  repeated 
delays,  we  were  at  length  able  to  leave  this  place  in 
the  pursuance  of  our  journey. 

*  Jackson  was  the  first  who  pointed  out  the  importance  of 
entering  into  direct  negotiation  with  the  Taw&rek. 
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CHAP.  XL 

CKOSSINQ   A    LARGE  MOUNTAIN-RIDGB,  AND  ENTERING  ON  THE  OPEN 
GRAVELLY  DESERT. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  July  I  once  more  found 
myself  on  the  back  of  my  camel,  and  from  my  ele- 
vated seat  threw  a  last  glance  over  the  pleasant  pic- 
ture of  the  oasis  of  Ghdt.  There  is  an  advanced  spur 
of  the  plantation  about  two  miles  south  from  the  town, 
called  Tim^ggaw^,  with  a  few  scjittered  cottages  at  its 
southern  end.  Having  left  this  behind  us,  we  came 
to  the  considerable  plantation  of  I'berk^,  separated 
into  two  groups,  one  on  the  west,  and  the  other  on 
the  east  side,  and  kept  along  the  border  of  the  western 
group,  which  forms  dense  clusters,  while  that  to  the 
east  is  rather  thin  and  loosely  scattered.  The  town 
of  Bdrakat,  lying  at  the  foot  of  a  sandy  eminence 
stretching  north  and  south,  became  now  and  then 
visible  on  our  right,  glittering  through  the  thinner 
parts  of  the  plantation. 

Being  prepared  for  a  good  day's  march,  as  not 
only  the  Tin;^lkum  were  reported  to  have  left  Ari- 
kim  several  days  ago,  but  as  even  the  little  caravan 
of  K^l-owi,  with  whom  we  had  made  arrangements 
for  protection  and  company  on  the  road,  was  a 
considerable  way  in  advance,  we  were  greatly  asto- 
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nished  when  ordered  to  encamp  near  the  scattered 
palm-trees  at  the  extreme  eastern  end  of  the  planta- 
tion. Utaeti,  who  had  accompanied  us  all  the  way 
from  Ghdt  on  foot,  chose  the  camping-ground.  Mr. 
Richardson,  who  had  been  behind,  was  riot  less 
astonished  when  he  found  us  encamped  at  so  early 
an  hour.  But  our  camels,  which  seemed  to  have 
been  worked  during  our  stay  at  Ghdt,  instead  of 
being  allowed  to  recover  their  strength  by  rest  and 
pasture,  were  in  great  want  of  some  good  feeding ;  and 
there  was  much  aghiil  {Hedysarum  Alhajji)  about 
our  encampment.  Towards  noon  we  were  visited  by 
several  Hogdr,  or  rather  Azkdr,  who  proved  a  little 
troublesome,  but  not  so  much  so  as  the  townspeople, 
who  caused  us  a  great  deal  of  annoyance,  both  during 
the  evening  and  on  the  following  morning,  and  gave 
us  some  idea  of  what  might  await  us  further  on. 

Being  annoyed  at  our  delay  here,  I  accompanied 
two  of  Mr.  Richardson's  people  and  the  young  son 
of  Yusuf  Mukni,  who  wished  to  go  into  the  town 
to  buy  a  fowl.  We  were  followed  by  two  men 
from  among  the  townspeople,  who  wanted  to  extort 
a  present  from  me,  and  one  of  whom,  by  bawling 
out  the  characteristic  phrase  of  his  creed,  made 
me  fear  lest  he  might  succeed  in  exciting  all 
the  people  against  me.  The  town  was  distant 
from  our  encampment  a  mile  and  a  quarter  ;  and 
having  once  reached  its  wall,  I  determined  to 
enter  it.  The  town,  or  dgherim,  forms  a  tolerably- 
regular  quadrangle,  on  an  open  piece  of  ground  at 
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the  eastern  foot  of  the  sandy  eminence,  and  is  en- 
closed by  a  wall  (agad6T),  built  of  clay,  about  five- 
and-twenty  feet  high,  and  provided  with  quadran- 
gular towers.  We  entered  it  by  the  eastern  gate, 
which,  being  defended  by  a  tower,  has  its  entrance 
from  the  side,  and  leads  first  to  a  small  court  with  a 
well,  from  which  another  arched  passage  leads  into 
the  streets.  Here  several  women,  of  good  figure 
and  decently  dressed,  were  seated  tranquilly,  as  it 
seemed,  enjojring  the  cool  air  of  the  afbemoon,  for 
they  had  no  occupation,  nor  were  they  selling  any- 
thing. Although  I  was  dressed  in  a  common  blue 
Suddn  shirt,  and  tolerably  sunburnt,  my  fairer  com- 
plexion seemed  to  alarm  them ;  and  some  of  them 
withdrew  into  the  interior  of  the  houses  crpng  "  Id 
ilah."  Still  I  was  not  molested  nor  insulted  by  the 
people  passing  by ;  and  I  was  pleased  that  several  of 
them  courteously  answered  my  salute.  They  were 
apparently  not  of  pure  Berber  blood.  It  appeared 
that  a  good  many  of  the  inhabitants  had  gone  to  their 
date-groves  to  look  after  the  harvest,  as  the  fruit  was 
just  about  to  ripen;  hence  the  place,  though  in 
good  repair,  and  very  clean,  had  a  rather  solitary 
appearance.  There  is  no  commerce  in  this  place  as  in 
Ghdt,  the  whole  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  consisting 
in  their  plantations.  Yet  they  are  said  to  be  better 
ofi^  than  the  population  of  Ghdt,  who  are  exposed  to 
great  and  continual  extortions  from  the  Tawdrek 
on  account  of  their  origin,  while  the  people  of  Bdrakat 
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enjoy  certain  privileges.  The  houses  were  all  two 
or  three  stories  high,  and  well  built,  the  clay  being 
nicely  polished.  A  few  palm-trees  decorate  the  in- 
terior of  the  town.  It  is  of  still  more  diminutive 
size  than  Ghdt,  containing  about  two  hundred  houses ; 
but  it  is  built  with  great  regularity- 
Having  stuck  fast  awhile  in  a  lane  which  had  no 
thoroughfare,  we  at  length  got  safely  out  of  the  little 
town  of  Bdrakat  by  the  south  gate.  It  has,  I  believe, 
four  gates,  like  Ghdt.  On  this  side  of  the  town, 
inside  of  the  walls,  stands  the  mosque,  a  building  of 
considerable  size  for  so  small  a  place,  neatly  white- 
washed, and  provided  with  a  lofty  minaret. 

Leaving  the  town,  we  took  a  more  southern  and 
circuitous  road  than  that  by  which  we  had  come,  so 
that  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  the  plantation.  The  soil 
is  for  the  most  part  impregnated  with  salt ;  and  the 
wells  have  generally  brackish  water.  There  was  much 
industry  to  be  seen,  and  most  of  the  gardens  were 
well  kept;  but  the  wells  might  easily  be  more  nu- 
merous, and  only  a  sioall  quantity  of  corn  is  cultivated. 
The  great  extent  to  which  dukhn,  or  Guinea  corn 
("  i^neli "  in  Temdshight*),  or Pennmtum  typholdeum^ 
is  cultivated  here,  as  well  as  near  Ghdt,  in  proportion 
to  wheat  or  barley,  seems  to  indicate  the  closer  and 
more  intimate  connection  of  this  region  with  Negro- 
land.  Some  culinary  vegetables  also  were  cultivated ; 
and  some,  but  not  many,  of  the  gardens  were  care- 

♦  This  word  "eneli"  occurs  in  the  Travels  of  Ebn  Bat6ta. 
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fully  fenced  with  the  leaves  of  the  palm-tree.  The 
grove  was  animated  by  numbers  of  wild  pigeons  and 
turtle-doves,  bending  the  branches  of  the  palm-trees 
with  their  wanton  play ;  and  a  good  many  asses  were 
to  be  seen.     Cattle  I  did  not  observe. 

But  far  more  interesting  were  the  scenes  of  human 
life  that  met  my  eyes.  Happiness  seemed  to  reign, 
with  every  necessary  comfort,  in  this  delightful  little 
grove.  There  was  a  great  number  of  cottages,  or 
tekdbber,  built  of  palm-branches  and  palm -leaves, 
most  of  them  of  considerable  size,  and  containing 
several  apartments ;  all  of  them  had  flat  roofs.  They 
are  inhabited  by  the  Imghdd,  or  Merdtha.  A  great 
many  of  the  men  seemed  at  present  to  be  busy  else- 
where ;  but  these  lightly-built'  straggling  suburbs 
were  full  of  children,  and  almost  every  woman  carried 
an  infant  at  her  back.  They  were  all  black,  but  well 
formed,  and  infinitely  superior  to  the  mixed  race  of 
Fezzdn.  The  men  wore  in  general  blue  shirts,  and  a 
black  shawl  round  the  face;  the  women  were  only 
dressed  in  the  tiirkedi,  or  Suddn-cloth,  wound  round 
their  body,  and  leaving  the  upper  part,  including 
the  breasts,  uncovered.  They  understood  generally 
nothing  but  Temdshight ;  and  only  a  few  of  them 
spoke  the  Hdusa  language.  The  men  were  nearly  all 
smoking. 

Having  returned  to  our  tent  from  this  pleasant 
ramble,  I  did  not  stay  long  in  it,  but  stealing  off  as 
secretly  as  possible,  I  walked  to  the  eastern  side  of 
the  valley,  which  is  here  locked  up  by  the  steep  slope 
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of  the  Akakiis  range.  The  plain  on  this  side,  being 
much  interrupted  by  hills  crowned  with  ethel-trees, 
does  not  afford  a  distant  prospect.  In  this  quarter, 
too,  there  are  a  few  scattered  gardens,  with  melons 
and  vegetables,  but  no  palm-trees. 

In  the  evening  we  were  greatly  annoyed  by  some 
Imghdd ;  and  between  one  of  them  and  our  fiery  and 
inconsiderate  Tunisian  shushdn  a  violent  dispute 
arose,  which  threatened  to  assume  a  very  serious 
character.  We  were  on  the  watch  the  whole  night. 
Friday,  Having  waited  a  long  time  for  (Jtaeti, 

Jtay26th.  ^^  ^^  length  started  without  him,  passing 
on  our  right  a  beautiful  palm-grove,  with  as  many 
as  ten  thousand  trees,  while  our  left  was  bordered  by 
scattered  gardens,  where  the  people  were  busy  in  the 
cool  of  the  morning  irrigating  the  com  and  vegetables, 
with  the  assistance  of  Suddn  oxen.  They  came  out 
to  see  us  pass  by,  but  without  expressing  any  feeling, 
hostile  or  otherwise.  After  a  mile  and  a  half  the 
plantation  ceased,  at  the  bed  of  a  torrent  which  con- 
tained a  pond  of  rain-water  collected  from  the  higher 
rocky  ground,  which  here  terminates.  Further  on 
we  passed  another  small  channel,  overgrown  with 
bushes,  and  remarkable  for  nothing  but  its  name, 
which  seems  plainly  to  indicate  that  this  country 
originally  belonged  to  the  G6ber  or  Hdusa  nation, 
for  it  is  still  called  Kor^mma,  a  word  which  in  the 
H^usa  language  denotes  the  bed  of  a  torrent.  To 
this  watercourse  particularly,  the  general  designation 
was  most  probably  assigned  because  in  its  further 
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progress  it  widens  very  considerably,  and  in  some 
degree  appears  as  the  head  of  the  green  bottom  of  the 
Valley  of  Ghdt. 

But  a  more  luxuriant  valley,  from  three  to  four 
miles  broad,  begins  further  on,  rich  in  herbage,  and 
full  of  ethel-trees,  all  crowning  the  tops  of  small 
mounds.  Here  we  encamped  near  a  pond  of  dirty 
rain-water,  frequented  by  great  flocks  of  doves  and 
water-fowl,  and  a  well  called  Fzayen,  in  order  to  wait 
for  Utaeti.  The  well  was  only  about  three  feet  deep, 
but  the  water  brackish  and  disagreeable.  Our  friend 
came  at  length,  and  it  was  then  decided  to  march 
during  the  night,  in  order  to  reach  the  K^l-owi; 
we  therefore  left  our  pleasant  camping-ground  about 
half-past  nine  in  the  evening,  favoured  by  splendid 
moonlight.  So  interesting  was  the  scene,  that,  ab- 
sorbed in  my  thoughts,  I  got  considerably  in  advance 
of  the  caravan,  and,  not  observing  a  small  path  which 
turned  off  on  the  right,  I  followed  the  larger  one  till 
I  became  conscious  of  my  solitary  situation,  and, 
dismounting,  lay  down  in  order  to  await  my  com- 
panions. Our  caravan,  however,  had  taken  the  other 
path,  and  my  fellow-travellers  grew  rather  anxious 
about  me ;  but  my  camel,  which  was  evidently  aware 
of  the  caravan  ahead  of  us,  would  not  give  up  this 
direction,  which  proved  to  be  the  right  one,  and  after 
I  had  joined  the  caravan  we  were  obliged  to  return 
to  my  former  path. 

Here  we  found  the  small  K61-owi  caravan  encamped 
in  the  midst  of  a  valley  well-covered  with  herbage, 
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near  the  well  Eardda.  Our  new  companions  were 
perfect  specimens  of  the  mixed  Berber  and  Suddn 
blood,  and,  notwithstanding  all  their  faults,  most 
useful  as  guides.  It  was  two  hours  after  midnight 
when  we  arrived ;  and  after  a  short  repose  we  started 
again  tolerably  early  the  next  morning. 

For  the  first  hour  we  kept  along  the  valley,  when 
we  began  to  ascend  a  narrow  path  winding  round  the 
slope  of  a  steep  promontory  of  the  plateau.  The 
ruins  of  a  castle  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley  formed 
an  object  of  attraction. 

The  ascent  took  us  almost  an  hour,  when  the  defile 
opened  to  a  sort  of  plateau  with  higher  ground  and 
cones  to  the  left.  After  another  ascent  four  miles 
further  on,  over  a  rocky  slope  about  180  ft,  high  and 
covered  with  sand,  we  encamped  at  an  early  hour,  as 
the  heat  was  beginning  to  be  felt,  in  a  valley  with 
sidr-trees  and  grass,  called  Erdzar-n-A'keru. 

A  large  basin  of  water,  formed  by  the  rains  in  a 
small  rocky  lateral  glen  joining  the  large  valley  on 
the  west  side,  aflbrded  a  delightful  resting-place  to 
the  weary  traveller.  The  basin,  in  which  the  negro 
slaves  of  our  K61-owl  swam  about  with  immense 
delight,  was  about  200  ft.  long  and  120  ft.  broad,  and 
very  deep,  having  been  hollowed  out  in  the  rocks  by 
the  violent  floods  descending  occasionally  from  the 
heights  above.  But  on  a  terrace  about  200  ft.  higher 
up  the  cliffs,  I  discovered  another  basin  of  not  more 
than  about  half  the  diameter  of  the  former,  but  like- 
wise of  great  depth.  All  along  the  rocky  slope  between 
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these  two  basins,  cascades'  are  formed  during  hetvy 
rains,  which  must  render  this  a  delightfully  refresh- 
ing spot. 

We  soon  emerged  from  the  valley,  and  g^^^j 
entered  a  district  of  very  irregular  cha-  ^^y'^^^^- 
racter,  but  affording  herbage  enough  for  temporary 
settlements  or  encampments  of  the  Imghdd,  whose 
asses  and  goats  testified  that  the  country  was  not 
quite  uninhabited.  Some  people  of  our  caravan  saw 
the  guardians  of  these  animals, — negroes,  clad  in 
leather  aprons.  Against  the  lower  part  of  the  cliffs, 
which  rise  abruptly  on  all  sides,  large  masses  of 
sand  have  accumulated,  which,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
upper  valley  of  the  Nile,  might  induce  the  observer 
to  believe  that  all  the  higher  level  was  covered  with 
sand,  which  from  thence  had  been  driven  down  ;  but 
this  is  not  by  any  means  the  case. 

I  had  a  long  conversation  this  morning  with  the 
Tawdti  *  Abd  el  Kdder,  who  had  come  with  the  pilgrim- 
caravan  as  far  as  Ghdt,  and,  together  with  another 
companion,  had  attached  himself  to  the  Kdl-owi,  in 
order  to  go  to  A'gades.  He  was  a  smart  fellow,  of 
light  complexion  and  handsome  countenance,  but  had 
lost  one  eye  in  a  quarrel.  He  was  armed  with  a  long 
gun  with  a  good  English  lock,  of  which  he  was  very 
proud.  He  had,  when  young,  seen  the  Rdis  (Major 
Laing)  at  Tawdt,  and  knew  something  about  Eu- 
ropeans, and  chiefly  Englishmen.  Smart  and  active 
as  this  fellow  was,  he  was  so  ungallant  as  to  oblige 
his  young  female  slave,  who  was  at  once  his  mistress. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


250  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA.  Chip.  XI. 

cook,  and   servant,  to  walk  the  whole  day  on  foot, 
while  he  generally  rode. 

A  little  after  noon  we  encamped  in  the  comer 
of  a  valley  rich  in  selxSt,  and  adorned  with  some 
talha-trees,  at  the  foot  of  cliffs  of  considerable  height, 
which  were  to  be  ascended  the  following  day. 

Monday,        ^^  began  our  task  early  in  the  morning. 
July  29th.  The   path,  winding  along    through    loose 
blocks  on  a  precipitous  ascent,  proved  very  difficult. 
Several  loads  were  thrown  off  the  camels;  and  the 
boat   several  times    came    into    collision   with    the 
rocks,  which,  but  for  its  excellent  material,  might 
have  damaged  it  considerably.     The  whole  of  the 
cliffs   consisted   of  red   sandstone,  which   was  now 
and  then   interrupted  by  clay-slate,  of  a  greenish 
colour.      The  ascent  took   us  almost    two   hours ; 
and  from  the  level  of  the  plateau   we  obtained  a 
view  of  the  ridge   stretching  towards   Arikim,  the 
passage  of  which  was  said  to  be  still  more  difficult. 
Having  successively  ascended  and  descended  a  little, 
we    then    entered    a    tolerably-regular  valley,   and 
followed  its  windings  till  about  noon,  when  we  once 
more  emerged  upon  the  rugged  rocky  level,  where 
Amankay,  the  well-travelled  biizu  or  mulatto  of  Ta- 
sAwa,  brought  us  a  draught  of  deliciously  cool  water, 
which  he  had  found  in  a  hollow  in  the  rocks.     Here 
our  route  meandered  in  a  very  remarkable  way,  so 
that  I  could  not  lay  aside  my  compass  for  a  moment ; 
and  the  path  was  sometimes  reduced  to  a  narrow 
crevice  between  curiously-terraced  buttresses  of  rocks. 
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The  ground  having  at  length  become  moro  open, 
we  encamped  about  a  quarter  past  three  o'clock  itj  a 
small  ravine  with  a  little  sprinkling  of  herbage* 


Here  we  had  reached  an  elevation  of  not  less  than 
4000  feet  above  the  sea,  —  the  greatest  elevation  of  the 
desert  to  be  passed,  or  rather  of  that  part  of  Africa 
over  which  our  travels  extended.  The  rugged  and 
bristling  nature  of  this  elevated  tract  prevented  our 
obtaining  any  extensive  views.  This  region,  if  it 
were  not  the  wildest  and  most  rugged  of  the  whole 
desert,  limiting  vegetation  to  only  a  few  narrow  cre- 
vices and  valleys,  would  be  a  very,  healthy  and 
agreeable  abode  for  mjin ;  but  it  can  only  support 
a  few  nomadic  stragglers.  This,  I  urn  convinced,  is 
the   famous   mountain  Tdntanali^   the  abode  of  the 
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AzkAr*  mentioned  by  the  early  Arabic  geographers, 
although,  instead  of  placing  it  to  the  south-west  of 
FezzAn,  they  generally  give  it  a  southerly  direction. 
I  am  not  aware  that  a  general  name  is  now  given 
to  this  region. 

But  this  highest  part  of  the  table-land  rather  forms 
a  narrow  "  col"  or  crest,  from  which,  on  the  following 
morning,  after  a  winding  march  of  a  little  more  than 
three  miles,  we  began  to  descend  by  a  most  picturesque 
passage  into  a  deeper  region.  At  first  we  saw  nothing 
but  high  cones  towering  over  a  hollow  in  the  ground ; 
but  as  we  advanced  along  a  lateral  wadi  of  the  valley 
which  we  had  entered,  the  scenery  assumed  a  grander 
aspect,  exhibiting  features  of  such  variety  as  we 
had  not  expected  to  find  in  this  desert  country. 
While  our  camels  began  slowly  to  descend,  one  by 
one,  the  difficult  passage,  I  sat  down  and  made  the 
accompanying  sketch  of  it,  which  will  convey  a  better 
idea  of  this  abrupt  cessation  of  the  high  sandstone 
level,  with  the  sloping  strata  of  marl  where  it  is  suc- 
ceeded by  another  formation — that  of  granite,  than 
any  verbal  description  would  do. 

The  descent  took  us  two  hours,  when  we  reached 
the  bottom  of  a  narrow  ravine  about  sixty  feet  broad, 
which  at  first  was  strewn  with  large  blocks  carried 
down  by  occasional  floods,  but  a  little  further  on,  had 
a  floor  of  fine  sand  and  gravel.  Here  the  valley  is 
joined  by  a  branch  wadi,  or  another  ravine,  coming 
from  the  north.     Near  the  junction  it  is  tolerably 

*  See  above,  p.  229. 
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wide ;  but  a  few  hundred  yards  further  on,  it  nar- 
rows between  steep  precipitous  cliffs  looking  almost 
like  walls  erected  by  the  hand  of  man,  and  more 
than  a  thousand  feet  high,  and  forms  there  a  pond 
of  rain-water.  While  I  was  sketching  this  remark- 
able place,  I  lost  the  opportunity  of  climbing  up  the 
wild  ravine-  The  locality  was  so  interesting  that  I 
reluctantly  took  leave  of  it,  fully  intending  to  return 
the  following  day  with  the  camels  when  they  were  to 
be  watered ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  alarming  news 
which  reached  us  at  our  camping-ground  prevented 
my  doing  so.      I  will  only  observe  that  this  valley, 


which  is  generally  called  E'geri,  is  identical  with  the 
celebrated  valley  Amdis  or  Mdis,  the  name  of  which 
became  known  in  Europe  many  years  ago. 
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A  little  beyond  the  junction  of  the  branch  ravine 
the  valley  widens  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
and  becomes  overgrown  with  herbage,  and  orna- 
mented with  a  few  talha-trees,  and  after  being  joined 
by  another  ravine  exhibits  also  colocynths,  and  low 
but  wide-spreading  ethel-bushes,  and,  what  was  more 
interesting  to  us,  the  ashur  (or,  as  the  Hdusa  people 
call  it,  "tunfdfia,"  the  Kaniiri  "krunka,"  the  Tawdrek 
"tursha"),  the  celebrated,  wide-spread,  and  most  im- 
portant Asdepias  gigantea,  which  had  here  truly 
gigantic  proportions,  reaching  to  the  height  of  twenty 
feet ;  and  being  just  then  in  flower,  with  its  white 
and  violet  colours  it  contributed  much  to  the  interest 
of  the  scene.  Besides,  there  was  the  jadariyeh,  well 
known  to  us  from  the  Hammdda,  and  the  shia  or 
Artemisia  odoratissima^  and  a  blue  crucifera  identical, 
I  think,  with  the  damankddda,  of  which  I  shall  have 
to  speak  repeatedly. 

Having  gone  on  a  little  more  than  three  miles 
from  the  watering-place,  we  encamped ;  and  the  whole 
expedition  found  ample  room  under  the  wide-spread- 
ing branches  of  a  single  ethel-tree,  the  largest  we  had 
yet  seen.  Here  the  valley  was  about  h^lf  a  mile 
broad,  and  altogether  had  a  very  pleasant  character. 

I  was  greatly  mortified  on  reflecting  that  the  un- 
certainty of  our  relations  in  the  country,  and  the 
precarious  protection  we  enjoyed,  would  not  allow 
me  to  visit  Jdnet,  the  most  favoured  spot  in  this 
mountainous  region ;  but  a  great  danger  was  sud- 
denly announced  to   us,  which  threatened   even  to 
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drive  us  from  that  attractive  spot.  An  expedition 
had  been  prepared  against  us  by  the  mighty  chief- 
tain Sidi*  Jdfel  inek  (son  of)  Sakertdf,  to  whom  a 
great  number  of  the  Imghdd  settled  thereabouts  are 
subject  as  bondmen  or  serfs. 

Upon  the  circumstances  of  this  announcement  and 
its  consequences,  which  have  been  fully  detailed  by 
the  late  Mr.  Richardson,  I  shall  not  dwell,  but  will 
only  observe  that  this  transaction  made  us  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  each  of  our  new  friends. 
There  were  three  principal  men  in  the  K61-owl  cara- 
van with  which  we  had  associated  our  fortunes,  A'n- 
nur  (or  properly  E'  Niir),  Didi,  and  Fdraji.  A'nnur 
was  a  relative  of  the  powerful  K^l-owi  chief  of  the 
same  name,  and,  in  order  to  distinguish  him  from 
the  latter,  was  generally  called  A'nnur  karami,  or  the 
little  A'nnur.  He  was  of  agreeable  prepossessing 
countenance  and  of  pleasing  manners,  but  without 
much  energy,  and  anything  but  warlike.  Didi  and 
Fdraji  were  both  liberated  slaves,  but  of  very  dif- 
ferent appearance  and  character.  The  former  was 
slim,  with  marked  features  indicating  a  good  deal  of 
cunning ;  the  latter  was  a  tolerably  large  man,  with 

*  The  appellative  Sidi  appears  to  be  an  honourable  distinction 
among  the  Hogar ;  and  the  messenger  who  brought  us  this  news 
generally  called  the  chieftain  of  whom  he  spoke  only  by  this 
name  Sidi.  This  is  also  the  name  by  which  Sultan  Shafo's 
father  is  generally  called.  The  whole  tribe  of  the  Urdghen  seems 
even  to  have  the  surname  Sid-azk4r.  To  what  extent  this  name 
Sidi  is  abused  in  Timbuktu,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  observe  in 
the  further  course  of  my  travels. 
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broad  coarse  features  which  well  expressed  his  cha- 
racter, the  distinguishing  trait  of  which  was  undis- 
guised malice.  When  a  new  demand  was  to  be  put 
forth,  Fdraji  took  the  lead,  and,  with  an  impudent 
air,  plainly  stated  the  case ;  Didi  kept  back,  assisting 
his  companion  underhand ;  and  A'nnur  was  anxious 
to  give  to  the  whole  a  better  appearance  and  to  soothe 
our  indignation. 

The  whole  affair  having  been  arranged,  and  the 
stipulation  being  made,  that  in  case  the  direct  road 
should  become  impracticable  our  K61.owi  were  to  lead 
us  by  a  more  eastern  one,  where  we  should  not  meet 
with  anyone,  we  started  in  good  spirits  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  first  of  August,  and  soon  emerged  from 
the  valley  by  a  southern  branch,  while  the  sur- 
rounding cliffs  gradually  became  much  lower  and 
flatter.  Here  we  observed  that  granite  had  superseded 
the  sandstone,  appearing  first  in  low  bristled  ridges 
crossing  the  bottom  of  the  valley  in  parallel  lines 
running  from  W.N.W.  to  E.S.E.,  and  gradually  occu- 
pying the  whole  district,  while  the  sand,  which  before 
formed  the  general  substance  of  the  lower  ground,  was 
succeeded  by  gravel.  Our  path  now  wound  through 
irregular  defiles  and  small  plains  enclosed  by  low 
ridges  of  granite  blocks,  generally  bare,  but  in  some 
places  adorned  with  talha-trees  of  fine  fresh  foliage. 
The  whole  country  assumed  quite  a  different  aspect. 

Our  day's  journey  was  pleasantly  varied  by  our 
meeting  with  the  van  of  a  large  caravan  belonging  to 
the  wealthy  Fezzani  merchant  Khweldi,  which  had 
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separated  in  A'ir  on  account  of  the  high  prices  of 
provisions  there.  They  carried  with  them  from  forty 
to  fifty  slaves,  most  of  them  females,  the  greater  part 
tolerably  well-made.  Each  of  our  K^l-owi  produced 
from  his  provision-bags  a  measure  of  dates,  and  threw 
them  into  a  cloth,  which  the  leader  of  the  caravan,  a 
man  of  grave  and  honest  countenance,  had  spread  on 
the  ground.  A  little  before  noon,  we  encamped  in  a 
sort  of  wide  but  shallow  valley  called  Ej^njer,  where, 
owing  to  the  junction  of  several  smaller  branch-vales 
collecting  the  moisture  of  a  large  district,  a  little 
sprinkling  of  herbage  was  produced,  and  a  necessary 
halting-place  formed  for  the  caravans  coming  from 
the  north,  before  they  enter  upon  the  naked  desert, 
which  stretches  out  towards  the  south-west  for  several 
days'  journey.  The  camels  were  left  grazing  the 
whole  night,  in  order  to  pick  up  as  large  a  provision 
as  possible  from  the  scanty  pasture. 

We  entered  upon  the  first  regular  day's 

1.  ^   n     r^t   f  k  n  1      August  2nd. 

march  smce  we  left  Ghat.  After  a  stretch 
of  nine  miles,  an  interesting  peak  called  Mount  Tiska, 
rising  to  an  elevation  of  about  600  feet,  and  sur 
rounded  by  some  smaller  cones,  formed  the  conspi- 
cuous limit  of  the  rocky  ridges*  The  country  became 
entirely  flat  and  level,  but  with  a  gradual  ascent, 
the  whole  ground  being  formed  of  coarse  gravel;  and 
there  was  nothing  to  interrupt  the  monotonous  plain 
but  a  steep  ridge,  called  Mariaw,  at  the  distance  of 
about  five  miles  to  the  east. 

The  nature  of  this  desert  region  is  well  understood 
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by  the  nomadic  Tawdrek  or  Im68hagh,  who  regard 
the  Mariawas  the  landmark  of  the  open  uninterrupted 


desert-plain,  the  "t^nere;"  and  a.  remarkable  song  of 
theirs,  which  often  raised  the  enthusiasm  of  our  com- 
panions, begins  thus :  — 

'*  Mariaw  da  t^nere  nls"  (We  have  reached  Mariaw  and  the 
desert-plain). 

The  aspect  of  this  uninterrupted  plain  seemed  to. 
inspire  our  companions;  and  with  renewed  energy  we 
pursued  our  dreary  path  till  after  sunset,  when  we 
encamped  upon  this  bare  gravelly  plain,  entirely  de- 
stitute of  herbage,  and  without  the  smallest  fragment 
of  wood  for  fuel ;  and  I  was  glad  to  get  a  cup  of  tea 
with  my  cold  supper  of  zummita.  Even  in  these  hot 
regions  the  European  requires  some  warm  food  or 
beverage. 

The  next  morning,  all  the  people  being  eager  to 
get  away  from  this  dreary  spot,  every  small  party 
started  as  it  got  ready,  without  waiting  for  the  rest, 
in  order  to  reach  as  soon  as  possible  the  region  of 
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the  sand-hills,  which  we  saw  before  us  at  the  distance 
of  a  little  more  than  five  miles,  and  which  promised 
to  the  famished  camels  at  least  a  slight  repast.  Herb- 
age was  scattered  in  bunches  all  about  the  sides  of 
the  sarid-hilla;  and  a  number  of  butter-  and  dragon- 
flies  greatly  relieved  the  dreary  scene.  After  a  while 
the  sand-hills  ranged  themselves  more  on  both  sides, 
while  our  road  led  over  harder  sandy  soil,  till  the 
highest  range  crossed  our  path,  and  we  began  to 
ascend  it,  winding  along  its  lower  parts.  Granite, 
lying  a  few  feet  under  the  surfece,  in  several  spots 
chequered  the  sand,  tinged  with  a  pretty  blue. 

A  little  after  mid^day  we  emerged  from  the  sand- 
hills, and  entered  a  plain  from  two  to  three  miles 
wide,  bounded  on  both  sides  by  sand-hills,  and  were 
here  gratified  with  the  view  of  shifting  lakes  which 
the  mirage  set  before  our  eyes.  Then  followed 
another  narrow  range  of  sand-hills,  succeeded  by  a 
barren  open  plain,  and  then  another  very  consider- 
able bank  of  sand,  leaning  on  a  granite  ridge.  After 
a  steep  ascent  of  forty-five  minutes,  we  reached  the 
highest  crest,  and  obtained  an  extensive  prospect  Over 
the  country  before  us — a  desert-plain  interspersed  by 
smaller  sand-hills  and  naked  ledges  of  rock,  and 
speckled  with  ethel-bushes  half  overwhelmed  by  sand, 
at  the  foot  of  a  higher  range  of  sand-hills.  For  sand- 
hills are  the  landmark  of  AfaMsselez  ;  and  the  verse 
of  the  desert-song  celebrating  Mariaw  as  the  land- 
mark of  the  open  gravelly  desert-plain,  is  succ^ded  by 
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another  celebrating  the  arrival  at  Afal^sselez  and  its 
sand-hills :  — 

"  In-Afal&selez  da  j^de  nfa." 

Having  long  looked  down  from  this  barbican  of 
sand,  to  see  whether  all  was  safe  near  that  impoi'tant 
place  whence  we  were  to  take  our  supply  for  the  next 
stretch  of  dry  desert  land,  we  descended  along  the 
south-western  slope,  and  there  encamped. 

After  a  march  of  little  more  than  four  miles  the 
next  morning,  we  reached  the  well  Fal^elez,  or 
Afal^sselez.  This  camping-ground  had  not  a  bit  of 
shade;  for  the  few  ethel-bushes,  all  of  them  starting 
forth  from  mounds  of  not  less  than  forty  feet  eleva- 
tion, were  very  low,  and  almost  covered  with  sand. 
Besides,  the  gravelly  ground  ^vas  covered  with  ca- 
mels' dung,  and  impurities  of  a  more  disagreeable 
nature;  and  there  was  not  a  bit  of  herbage  in  the 
neighbourhood,  so  that  the  camels,  after  having  been 
watered,  had  to  be  driven  to  a  distance  of  more 
than  eight  miles,  where  they  remained  during  the 
night  and  the  following  day  till  noon,  and  whence 
they  brought  back  a  supply  of  herbage  for  the  next 
night. 

But,  notwithstanding  its  extraordinary  dreariness, 
this  place  is  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the  cara*- 
van-trade,  on  account  of  the  well,  which  affords  a 
good  supply  of  very  tolerable  water.  At  first  it  was 
very  dirty  and  discoloured  ;  but  it  gradually  became 
clearer,  and  had  but  little  after  taste.     The  well  was 
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five  fathoms  deep,  and  not  more  than  a  foot  and  a 
half  wide  at  the  top,  while  lower  down  it  widened 
considerably.  It  is  formed  of  the  wood  of  the  ethel- 
tree-  The  temperature  of  the  water,  giving  veiy 
nearly  the  mean  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  in 
this  region,  was  77^. 

After  the  camels  had  gone,  our  encampment  be- 
came very  lonely  and  desolate,  and  nothing  was  heard 
but  the  sound  of  ghussub-pounding.  The  K^l-owi 
had  encamped  at  some  distance,  on  the  slope  of  the 
sand-hills.  It  was  a  very  sultry  day  —  the  hottest  day 
in  this  first  part  of  our  journey,  —  the  thermometer, 
in  the  very  best  shade  which  we  were  able  to  obtain, 
showing  111^-2  heat,  which,  combined  with  the  dreary 
monotony  of  the  place,  was  quite  exhausting.  There 
was  not  a  breath  of  air  in  the  morning ;  nevertheless 
it  was  just  here  that  we  remarked  the  first  signs  of 
our  approaching  the  tropical  regions,  for  in  the  after- 
noon the  sky  became  so  thickly  overcast  with  clouds, 
that  we  entertained  the  hope  of  being  refreshed  by  a 
few  drops  of  rain.  In  the  night  a  heavy  gale  blew 
from  the  east. 

Next  day  came  Utaeti.  On  his  fine  m^heri,  enve- 
loped as  he  was  in  his  blue  Suddn-cloth,  he  made  a 
good  figure.  The  reply  which  he  made,  when  Mr. 
Richardson  asked  him  how  his  father  had  received  the 
present  of  the  sword  which  H.  B.  M.'s  Government 
had  sent  him,  was  characteristic :  the  sword,  he  said, 
was  a  small  present,  and  his  father  had  expected  to 
receive  a  considerable  sum  of  money  into  the  bar- 
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gain.  He  informed  us  also  that,  by  our  not  coming 
4^0  Arikim,  we  had  greatly  disappointed  the  Tawdrek 
settled  thereabouts. 

Tuesday.  The  saud-hills  which  we  ascended  after 
August 6tL  starting  were  not  very  high;  but  after  a 
while  we  had  to  make  another  ascent.  Sometimes  small 
Tidges  of  quartzose  sandstone,  setting  right  across  our 
path,  at  others  ethel-bushes,  gave  a  little  variety  to 
the  waste ;  and  at  the  distance  of  about  eight  miles 
from  the  well,  singularly-shaped  conical  mounts  began 
to  rise.  The  eastern  road,  which  is  a  little  more  cir- 
cuitous, is  but  a  few  hours'  distance  from  this;  it 
leads  through  a  valley  at  the  foot  of  a  high  conical 
mount  with  temporary  ponds  of  rain-water,  and  herb^ 
age  called  Shambakesa,  which  about  noon  we  passed 
at  some  distance  on  our  left. 

In  the  afternoon  we  came  in  sight  of  a  continuous 
range  of  heights  ahead  of  us.  The  whole  region  ex- 
hibited an  interesting  intermixture  of  granite  and 
sandstone  formation,  white  and  red  sandstone  pro- 
truding in  several  places,  and  the  ground  being  strewn 
with  fragments  of  granite  and  gneiss.  Passing  at  one 
time  over  gravel,  at  another  over  rocky  ground  strewn 
with  pebbles,  we  encamped  at  length  in  a  sort  of  shal- 
low valley  called  Taghdreb^n,  on  the  north  side  of  a 
very  remarkable  mass  of  curiously-shaped  sandstone 
blocks,  heaped  together  in  the  most  singular  manner, 
and  rising  altogether  to  a  height  of  about  160  feet. 
On  inspecting  it  more  closely,  I  found  that  it  con- 
sisted of  four  distinct  buttresses,  between  which  large 
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masses  of  loose  sand  had  collected,  the  sandstone  being 
of  a  beautiful  white  colour,  and  in  a  state  of  the 
utmost  disintegration. 

After  a  weary  day's  march,  the  camping-ground 
adorned  as  it  was  with  some  fine  talha-trees,  and  sur- 
rounded with  small  ridges  and  detached  masses  of 
rock,  on  which  now  depended  the  beauty  of  the  scene, 
cheered  our  minds,  and  fitted  us  for  another  long 
day's  work.  Soon  after  we  started,  the  ground  became 
rugged  and  stony,  and  full  of  ridges  of  sandstone, 
bristling  with  small  points  and  peaks.  In  this  wild 
and  rugged  ground,  our  people  amused  themselves  and 
us  with  hunting  down  a  lizard,  which  tried  to  escape 
from  the  hands  of  its  pursuers  in  the  crevices  of  the 
rocky  buttresses.  Then  followed  broad  shallow  valleys, 
at  times  overgrown  with  a  little  herbage,  but  gene- 
rally very  barren;  winding  along  them  we  turned 
round  a  larger  cluster  of  heights  which  seemed  to 
obstruct  our  route.  Bare  and  desolate  as  the  country 
appears,  it  is  covered,  as  well  as  the  whole  centre  of 
the  desert,  with  large  herds  of  wild  oxen  (Antilope 
bubalis),  which  rove  about  at  large,  and,  according 
as  they  are  more  or  less  hunted,  linger  in  favoured 
districts  or  change  their  haunts.  Our  men  tri^  to 
catch  them,  but  were  unsuccessful,  the  animal,  clumsy 
and  sluggish  as  it  appears,  climbing  the  rocks  with 
much  more  ease  than  men  unaccustomed  to  this  sort 
of  sport,  and,  owing  to  the  ruggedness  of  the  ground, 
being  soon  lost  sight  of. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  heights  on  our 

s  4 
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left  rose  to  a  greater  elevation,  as  much  as  1000  feet, 
bristling  with  cones,  and  formed  more  picturesque 
masses.  Resting  on  the  spurs  of  the  mountain- 
range  was  a  peculiar  knot  of  cliffs,  ridges  of  rocks, 
and  isolated  perpendicular  pillars,  through  which  our 
road  led  with  a  gradual  ascent  till  we  reached  the 
highest  ground,  and  then  descended  into  a  shallow 
valley  furnished  with  a  tolerable  supply  of  herbage 
and  a  few  talha-trees,  some  of  which,  with  their 
young  leaves,  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
famished  camels.  The  poor  animals  were  left  grazing 
all  night,  which  recruited  their  strength  a  little* 
These  long  stretches  were  fatiguing  both  for  man  and 
beast;  and  they  were  the  more  trying  for  the  tra- 
veller, as,  instead  of  approaching  by  them  in  long 
strides  the  wbhed-for  regions  to  the  south,  there  was 
scarcely  any  advance  at  all  in  that  dii]ection,  the 
whole  route  leading  to  the  west. 
Thursday.  After  rt  milc  and  a  half's  march  the 
Auguitsth.  (jountry  became  more  open  and  free,  and 
those  ridges  of  granite  rock  which  had  been  charac* 
teristic  of  the  region  just  passed  over  ceased ;  but 
ahead  of  us  considerable  mountain-masses  were  seen, 
the  whole  mountainous  district,  in  which  the  long 
range  called  Is^tteti  is  conspicuous,  being  named 
A'nahef.  After  a  march  of  about  ten  miles,  a  path, 
branched  off  from  our  road  towards  the  west,  leading 
to  a  more  favoured  place,  called  TAdent  *,  where  the 

*  In  Mr.  Richardson's  JournaI|  vol.  i.  p.  194.,  this  place  has 
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•moisture  collected  by  the  mountain-masses  around 
seems  to  produce  a  richer  vegetation,  so  that  it  is  the 
constant  residence  of  some  Azkdr  families ;  it  is  dis- 
tant from  this  place  about  sixteen  miles.  Here  some 
Advanced  heights  approach  the  path,  and  more  talha- 
trees  appear;  and  further  on  the  bottom  of  the  fiu* 
mara  was  richly  overgrown  with  bii  r^kkebah  (Avena 
Forskalii)^  grass  very  much  liked  by  the  camels,  and 
which  we  had  not  observed  before  on  our  route. 
The  country  ahead  of  us  formed  a  sort  of  defile,  into 
which  I  thought  we  should  soon  enter,  when  sud^ 
denly,  behind  the  spur  of  a  ridge  projecting  into  the 
plain  on  our  left,  we  changed  our  direction,  and 
entering  a  wide  valley  inclosed  by  two  picturesque 
ranges  of  rocks,  we  there  encamped. 

The  valley  is  called  Nghakeli,  and  is  remarkable 
^s  well  on  account  of  its  picturesque  appearance 
as  because  it  indicates  the  approach  to  a  more 
favoured  region.  Besides  being  richly  overgrown 
with  luxuriant  herbage  of  different  species,  as  seb6t, 
bii  r^kkebah,  shia,  and  adorned  with  fine  talha-trees, 
it  exhibited  the  first  specimens  of  the  Balanites 
^gyptiaca  (or  "  hajilij,"  as  it  is  called  by  the  Arabs, 
"  addwa"  by  the  Hdusa  people),  the  rope-like  roots  of 
which,  loosened  by  the  torrent  which  at  times  sweeps 
along  the  valley,  grew  to  an  immense  length  over 


been  confounded  with  Janet,  the  name  having  been  probably 
written  in  the  MS.  "  Tanet,"  a  form  used  also  hy  Mr,  Overweg, 
and  which  seems  to  be  verified. 
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the  ground.  I  walked  up  the  valley  to  a  distance 
of  two  miles.  Compared  with  the  arid  country  we 
had  been  travelling  over  latterly,  it  made  upon  me 
just  the  same  impression  which  the  finest  spots  of 
Italy  would  produce  on  a  traveller  visiting  them 
from  the  north  of  Europe.  The  K^l-owf  had  chosen 
the  most  shady  talha-tree  for  a  few  hours'  repose ; 
and  I  sat  down  a  moment  in  their  company.  They 
gave  me  a  treat  of  their  palatable  fura,  or  ghussub- 
water,  the  favourite  (and  in  a  great  many  cases  the 
only)  dish  of  the  Absen&wa. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Richardson  bought  from  some 
sportsmen  a  quantity  of  the  meat  of  the  waddn,  or 
(as  the  Tawdrek  call  it)  aiiddd  (Ovis  tragelapho8\  an 
animal  very  common  in  the  moutatainous  districts  of 
the  desert,  and  very  often  found  in  company  with 
the  wild  ox.  As  for  myself,  I  kept  my  tent,  filling  up 
from  my  memorandum-book  my  last  day's  journal, 
and  then,  full  of  the  expectation  that  we  were  now 
about  to  enter  more  pleasant  regions,  lay  down  on 
jny  hard  couch. 
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FridAy, 


CHAR  XIL 

DANGEROUS  APPROACH  TO  A8BEN. 

There  had  been  much  talk  about  our 
starting  at  midnight ;  but,  fortunately,  we  ^""^^'^^^ 
did  not  get  off  before  daylight,  so  that  I  was  able  to 
continue  my  exact  observations  of  the  route,  which 
was  now  to  cross  the  defile  observed  yesterday  after? 
noon,  which  already  began  to  impart  qiiite  a  charac- 
teristic aspect  to  the  country.  There  were  some 
beautifully- shaped  cones  rising  around  it,  while  be- 
yond them  an  uneven  tract  stretched  out,  ci*owded 
with  small  elevations,  which  gradually  rose  to  greater 
height ;  among  them  one  peak,  of  very  considerable 
elevation,  was  distinguished   by  its  graceful   form, 


and  seemed  worthy  of  a  sketch.     Attached  to  it  was 
a  lower  rocky  range,  with  a  very  marked  horizontal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


268  TRAVELS  IN   AFRICA.  Chaf.  XII. 

crest,  while  running  parallel  to  our  path  were  small 
ledges  of  gneiss.  After  a  march  of  seven  miles  and  a 
half,  we  ascended  a  considerable  range  of  rugged 
eminences,  from  the  crest  of  which  we  followed  a 
steep  descent  into  an  uneven  rocky  tract  intersected 
by  several  shallow  beds  of  torrents;  and  then,  just 
as  the  heat  began,  we  reached  the  valley  of  Ar6kam, 
where  we  encamped  at  about  half  an  hour's  dis- 
tance from  the  well,  and  opposite  to  a  branch-wadi 
through  which  lay  our  next  day's  route-  In  the 
afternoon  I  climbed  the  highest  of  the  cones  rising 
above  the  cliffs,  but  without  obtaining  any  distant 
prospect. 

satttrday,  l^*^  activc  buzu  Amankay,  who  early 
August  loth.  j^  ^^^  morning  went  once  more  to  the 
well  in  order  to  fill  a  few  water-skins,  brought 
the  news  that  a  considerable  caravan,  consisting 
chiefly  of  Anfslimen  or  Merabetfn  from  Tintaghod^, 
had  arrived  at  the  well  the  evening  before,  on  their 
road  to  Ghdt,  and  that  they  protested  against  our 
visiting  their  country,  and  still  more  against  our 
approaching  their  town.  Notwithstanding  the  bad 
disposition  of  these  people  towards  us,  I  managed 
to  induce  one  of  them,  who  visited  our  encampment, 
to  take  charge  of  letters  addressed  by  me  to  Hdj 
Ibrahim,  in  Ghdt,  which  I  am  glad  to  say  arrived 
safely  in  Europe.  Amankay  reported  to  us  that 
on  his  way  to  the  well  he  had  observed  a  small 
palm-tree. 
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We  started  rather  late  in  the  morning,  entering 
the  branch-wadi,  which  proved  to  be  far  more  con- 
siderable than  it  seemed,  and  rich  in  talha-trees.  In 
this  way  we  kept  winding  along  several  valleys,  till, 
after  a  march  of  three  miles,  we  ascended  and  crossed 
^  very  interesting  defile,  or  a  slip  in  the  line  of  eleva- 
tion, bordered  on  both  sides  by  a  terraced  and  in- 
dented slope,  the  highest  peaks  of  the  ridge  rising 
to  not  less  than  a  thousand  feet,  while  their  general 
elevation  was  about  six  hundred  feet.     Mr.  Overweg 


recognised  this  as  gneiss.  Close  beyond  this  defile, 
at  the  foot  of  mounds  of  disintegrated  granite,  we 
encamped,  to  our  great  astonishment,  a  little  after 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  but  the  reason  of  this 
short  march  was,  that  our  companions,  on  account 
of  the  arrival  of  the  caravan  above  mentioned,  did 
not  choose  to  stop  at  our  former  encampment,  else 
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they  would  have  rested  there  to-day.     In  the  after- 
noon a  high  wind  arose,  which  upset  our  tent. 

Sunday,  After  a  march  of  little  more  than  two 
August  nth.  jj^y^g  Qy^j.  Q^  irregular  tract  of  granite,  in  a 
state  of  great  disintegration,  intersected  by  crests  of 
gneiss,  we  obtained  from  a  higher  level  an  interesting 
vi6w  over  the  whole  region,  and  saw  that  beyond  the 
hilly  ground  of  broken  granite  a  large  plain  of  firm 
gravelly  soil  spread  out,  surrounded  by  a  circle  of 
higher  mounts.  Then  followed  a  succession  of  flat 
shallow  valleys  overgrown  with  seb6t  and  talha-trees, 
till  the  ridges  on  the  right  and  left  (the  latter  rising 
to  about  800  feet)  approached  each  other,  forming  a 
sort  of  wider  passage  or  defile.  The  spur  of  the 
range  to  the  left  with  its  strongly  marked  and  in- 
dented crest,  formed  quite  an  interesting  feature. 


Beyond  this  passage  we  entered  a  bare  gravelly 
plain,  from  which  rose  a  few  detached  mounts, 
followed  by  more  continuous  ranges  forming  more 
or  less  regular  valleys.  The  most  remarkable  of 
these  is  the  valley  As^ttere,  which,  in  its  upper 
course,  where  it  is  called  A'kafa,  is  supplied  by  the 
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famous  well,  Taj^tterat*;  but  as  we  were  sufficiently 
supplied  with  water  from  Ar6kam,  and  as  the  well 
Aisalen  was  near,  we  left  it  on  one  side. 

We  encamped  at  length  in  a  valley  joined  by 
several  branch- vales,  and  therefore  affording  a  good 
supply  of  herbage,  which  the  K^l-owi  were  anxious 
to  collect  as  a  supply  for  the  journey  over  the  en- 
tirely bare  tract  to  Asiu.  As  for  ourselves,  one  of 
our  servants  being  utterly  unfit  for  wprk,  we  could 
not  lay  in  a  supply.  We  had  been  rather  unfortunate 
with  this  fellow ;  for  having  hired  him  in  Miirzuk, 
he  was  laid  up  with  the  guineaworm  from  the  very 
day  that  we  left  Ghat,  and  was  scarcely  of  any  use 
at  all.  This  disease  is  extremely  frequent  among 
people  travelling  along  this  route ;  Amankay  also  was 
suffering  from  it,  and  at  time$  became  quite  a  bur-* 
den.  It  attacked  James  Bruce  even  after  his  return 
to  Europe ;  and  I  always  dreaded  it  more  than  any 
other  disease,  during  my  travels  in  Central  Africa ; 
but  fortunately,  by  getting  a  less  serious  one,  which  I 
may  call  sore  legs,  I  got  rid  of  the  causes  which  I 
am  sure,  when  acting  in  a  stronger  degree,  produce 
the  vena. 

About  sunset  I  ascended  the  eastern  cliffs,  which 
are  very  considerable,  and  from  the  highest  peak, 
which  rose  to  an  elevation  of  more  than  1200  feet 
above  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  obtained  an  extensive 
view.  .  The  whole  formation  consists  of  granite,  and 

*  The  two  names  As^ttere  aad  Taj^tterat  are  apparently  de- 
rived from  the  same  root. 
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its  kindred  forms  of  mica,  quartz,  and  felspar.  The 
bottom  of  the  valley  bore  evident  traces  of  a  small 
torrent  which  seems  to  refresh  the  soil  occasionally ; 
and  the  same  was  the  case  with  several  small  ravines 
which  descend  from  the  south-eastern  cliffs. 

Monday,  ^ur  routc  foUowcd  the  windings  of  the 
August  12th.  yg^jigy^  which,  furthcF  on,  exhibited  more 
ethel-  than  talha-trees,  besides  detached  specimens  of 
the  Asclepias.  After  a  march  of  four  miles  and  a 
half,  we  came  to  two  wells  about  four  feet  deep,  and 
took  in  a  small  supply  of  water.  The  granite  format 
tion  at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs  on  our  left  was  most 
beautiful,  looking  very  like  syenite.  While  we  were 
taking  in  the  water,  flocks  of  wildfowl  (Pterocles)  were 
flying  over  our  heads,  and  expressed  by  repeated 
cries  their  dissatisfaction  at  our  disturbing  their  soli-: 
tary  retreat  The  ethel,  the  talha,  and  the  addwa,  or 
ab6rak,  enliven  these  secluded  valleys. 

Delighted  by  the  report  of  Amankay,  who  came  to 
meet  us,  that  he  had  succeeded  in  detaining  the  ca- 
ravan of  the  Tin;;^lkum  at  Aisala,  where  they  were 
waiting  for  us,  we  cheerfully  continued  our  march ; 
but  before  we  reached  the  place  the  whole  character 
of  the  country  changed,  the  cliffs  being  craggy  and 
split  into  huge  blocks  heaped  upon  each  other  in  a 
truly  Cyclopean  style,  such  as  only  Nature  can 
execute,  while  the  entire  hollow  was  covered  with 
granite  masses,  scarcely  allowing  a  passage.  De- 
scending these,  we  got  sight  of  the  encampment  of 
the  caravan,  in  a  widening  of  the  hollow ;  and  after 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Chap.  XII.  THE  CARAVAN.  273 

paying  our  compliments  to  all  the  members  of  this 
motley  band,  we  encamped  a  little  beyond,  in  a  recess 
of  the  western  cliffs. 

The  Tin^lkura*  as  well  as  B6ro  Serki-n-tur4wa  were 
very  scantily  provided.  They  had  lost  so  much  time 
on  the  road  on  our  account,  that  it  was  necessary,  as 
as  well  as  just,  to  leave  them  part  of  the  provisions 
which  they  were  carrying  for  us.  All  our  luggage 
we  found  in  the  best  state.  Very  much  against 
their  will,  our  companions  had  been  supplied  on  the 
road  with  the  flesh  of  nine  camels,  which  had  suc- 
cumbed to  the  fatigues  of  the  march ;  and  some  of 
them,  and  especially  our  energetic  friend  Haj  *OmAr, 
had  obtained  a  tolerable  supply  by  hunting :  besides 
waddns  they  had  killed  also  several  gazelles,  though 
we  had  scarcely  seen  any. 

They  had  been  lingering  in  this  place  four  days, 
and  were  most  anxious  to  go  on.  But  we  had 
a  great  deal  to  do;  for  all  our  luggage  was  to  be 

♦  I  give  here  a  list  of  the  stations  of  their  route,  from  Eiawen: — 
Em-eriwuang,  with  water,  one  day ;  Inar-dmas,  one  long  day ; 
Tiballaghen,  with  water  when  there  has  been  much  rain,  one  day ; 
Terhdn,  with  water,  one  day ;  Tin-afUrfa,  mountain-range  with 
sand,  one  day ;  Takiset,  a  valley  between  high  mountains,  three 
days,  two  of  them  over  very  sandy  ground ;  Arikim,  with  water 
at  all  times ;  Is^ti,  a  valley,  two  days ;  Tamiswdt,  valley  with 
water^  one  day;  Mor^r,  high  mountains,  two  days;  Faldsselez, 
one  day,  over  a  gravelly  hammada ;  Tamba-  or  Shamba-k&a,  a 
shallow  valley  rich  in  herbage  (see  p.  262.),  one  day ;  Tirdrien, 
one  day ;  Araer,  hammdda  with  shallow  valleys,  one  day ;  Tdfak, 
one  day;  Ar6kam,  water,  one  day;  Tddomat,  valley,  one  day; 
Kdtelet,  one  day ;  Afsab,  or  I'sala,  one  day. 
VOL.  1.  T 
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repacked,  all  the  water-skins  to  be  filled,  and  herbage 
and  wood  to  be  collected  for  the  road.  Besides 
Ibrahim,  who  was  lame  and  useless,  Overweg  and 
myself  had  only  two  servants,  one  of  whom  (Moham- 
med, the  liberated  Tunisian  slave)  was  at  times  a  most 
insolent  rascal. 

Besides  we  were  pestered  by  the  K<51-owl  and  by 
Utaeti,  and  I  got  into  a  violent  dispute  with  Fdraji, 
the  shameless  freed-slave  of  Lusu ;  stil  I  managed 
on  the  morning  of  the  following  day  to  rove  about  a 
little.  Just  above  the  well  rises  a  confused  mass 
of  large  granite  blocks,  the  lowest  range  of  which 
was  covered  with  Tefinagh  inscriptions,  one  of 
which  I  copied.  It  was  written  with  uncommon 
accuracy  and  neatness,  and  if  n  / ,—  p—  , , 
found  near  the  coast  would  be  ^^tl' —  UAI^ 
generally  taken  for  Punic*  I  was  obliged  to  be 
cautious,  as  there  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and 
irritation  in  the  caravan,  and  from  what  had  pre- 
viously taken  place  all  the  way  from  Miirzuk,  every- 
body regarded  us  as  the  general  purveyors,  and 
cherished  the  ardent  hope  that  at  last  it  would  be  his 
good  fortune,  individually,  to  get  possession  of  our 
property. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Tin^lkura  started  in  advance, 
and  we  followed  them,  the  hollow  gradually  widening 
and  becoming  clothed  with  large  knots  of  low  ethel- 
bushes.  At  the  point  where  this  valley  joins  another, 
and  where  a  large  quantity  of  herbage  bedecked  the 

♦  I  read  it  "  enfadma»chbel." 
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ground,  wg  found  our  friends  encampedj  and  chosu 
our  ground  a  little  beyond  them,  near  a  low  cliff  of 
granite  rocks.  All  the  people  were  busily  employed 
cutting  herbage  for  the  journey,  while  Mr,  liichard- 
son  at  length  succeeded  in  satisfying  Utaeti,  who  was 
to  return.  He  had  been  begging  most  importunately 
from  me;  and  by  way  ofacknowledg'mg  ray  obligations 
to  him  I  presented  him,  on  parting,  with  a  piece  of 
white  muslin  and  a  red  sash,  together  with  something 
for  Hatita. 

These  parties  were  scarcely  quieted  when  others 
took  their  place,  urging  their  pretensions  to  our 
acknowledgments ;  and  we  had  just  started  the  next 
day  when  B<5ro  Serki-n-turdwa  despatcijed,  under- 
hand, my  smart  friend  the  Tawdti  'Abd  el  Kdder, 
with  full  instructions  to  give  me  a  lecture  on  his 
boundless  power  and  influence  in  the  country  which 
we  were  fast  approaching*  I  was  aware  of  this  before, 
and  knew  that,  in  our  situation  as  unprotected  travel* 
lers  in  a  new  country,  we  ought  to  have  secured  his 
friendly  disposition  from  the  beginning;  but  the 
means  of  the  expedition  being  rather  limited,  Mr, 
Richardson  had  made  it  a  principle  never  to  give  till 
compelled  by  the  utmost  necessity,  when  the  friendly 
obligation  connected  with  the  present  was,  if  not 
destroyed,  at  least  greatly  diminished* 

The  structure  of  the  valley  soon  became  irregular, 
and  the  character  of  the  country  more  desolate,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  seems  to  be  expressed  by  its  namcj 
Ikad*5mmelrang,     AU  was  granite  in  a  state  of  tho 
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utmost  disintegration,  and  partly  reduced  to  gravel, 
while  detached  cones  were  rising  in  all  directions. 
Marching  along  over  this  dreary  and  desolate  country, 
we  reached,  at  half  past  two  in-  the  afternoon,  after  a 
gradual  and  almost  imperceptible  ascent,  the  highest 
level  of  the  desert  plain,  from  whence  the  isolated 
rocky  cones  and  ridges  look  like  so  many  islands 
rising  from  the  sea.  A  sketch  which  I  made  of  one 
of  these  mounts  will  give  an  idea  of  their  character. 


After  a  march  of  twelve  hours  and  a  half,  which  I 
would  have  gladly  doubled,  provided  our  steps  had 
been  directed  in  a  straight  line  towards  the  longed- 
for  regions  of  Negroland,  we  encamped  on  hard 
ground,  so  that  we  had  great  difficulty  in  fixing 
the  pegs  of  our  tents.  The  sky  was  overcast  with 
thick  clouds;  but  our  hopes  of  a  refreshing  rain 
were  disappointed. 
Thursday,  ^^^  charactcr  of  the  country  continued 
August  15th.  ^j^Q  some,  though  the  weather  was  so  foggy 
that  the  heights  at  some  distance  were  quite  en- 
veloped,  and  became  entirely  invisible.  This  was  a 
sure  indication  of  our  approaching  tropical  climes. 
After  a  march  of  three  miles  and  a  half,  the  ground 
became  more  rugged  for  a  short  time,  but  was  soon 
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succeeded  by  a  gravelly  plain.  The  sky  had  become 
thickly  clouded ;  and  in  the  afternoon  a  high  wind 
arose,  succeeded,  about  two  o'clock,  by  heavy  rain, 
and  by  distant  thunder,  while  the  atmosphere  was 
exceedingly  heavy,  and  made  us  all  feel  drowsy. 

It  was  three  o'clock  when  we  arrived  at  the  Ma- 
rdrraba*,  the  "half-way"  between  Ghdt  and  A'lr,  a 
place  regarded  with  a  kind  of  religious  awe  by  the 
natives,  who  in  passing  place  each  a  stone  upon  the 
mighty  granite  blocks  which  mark  the  spot.  To  our 
left  we  had  irregular  rocky  ground,  with  a  few  ele- 
vations rising  to  greater  height,  and  ahead  a  very 
remarkable  granite  crest,  sometimes  rising,  at  others 
descending,  with  its  slopes  enveloped  in  sand  up 
to  the  very  top.  This  ridge,  which  is  called  GifSn- 
gwetang,  and  which  looks  very  much  like  an  artificial 
wall  erected  between  the  dry  desert  and  the  more 
favoured  region  of  the  tropics,  we  crossed  further  on 
through  an  opening  like  a  saddle,  and  among  sand- 
hills where  the  slaves  of  our  companions  ran  about  to 
pick  up  and  collect  the  few  tufts  of  herbage  that  were 
scattered  over  the  surface,  in  order  to  furnish  a  fresh 
mouthful  to  the  poor  wearied  animals.  At  four 
o'clock  the  sand-hills  ceased,  and  were  succeeded  by 
a  wide  pebbly  plain,  on  which,  after  six  miles  tra- 
velling, we  encamped. 

Our  encampment  was  by  no  means  a  quiet  one ; 

♦  This  is  a  Hausa  word,  from  "  rdba  "  (to  divide) ;  and  I  shall 
%ave  to  notice,  in  the  course  of  mj  proceedings,  several  localities 
so  designated  on  various  routes. 
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and  to  any  one  who  paid  due  attention  to  the  cha- 
racter and  disposition  of  the  people,  serious  indi- 
cations of  a  storm,  which  was  gathering  over  us, 
became  visible.  Mohammed  B6ro,  who  had  so  often 
given  vent  to  his  feelings  of  revenge  for  the  neglect 
with  which  he  had  been  treated,  was  all  fire  and 
fury ;  and  stirring  up  the  whole  encampment,  he 
summoned  all  the  people  to  a  council,  having,  as 
he  said,  received  intelligence  that  a  large  party  of 
Hogdr  was  coming  to  Asiu.  Not  having  paid  much 
attention  to  the  report  about  Sidi  Jdfel's  expedition, 
I  became  anxious  when  made  aware  of  the  man's 
fury  ;  for  I  knew  the  motives  which  actuated  him. 

Friday  ^^  started  early.  Gravelly  and  pebbly 
August  16th.  grounds  succeeded  each  other,  the  prin- 
cipal formation  being  granite;  but  when,  after  a 
march  of  about  thirteen  miles,  we  passed  the  narrow 
sandy  spur  of  a  considerable  ridge  approaching  our 
left,  a  fine  species  of  white  marble  became  visible. 
We  then  passed  a  rugged  district,  of  peculiar  and 
desolate  appearance,  called  Ib^Uakang,  and  crossed 
a  ridge  of  gneiss  covered  with  gravel.  Here,  while  a 
thunder-storm  was  rising  in  the  east,  our  caravan,  to 
our  great  regret,  divided,  the  Tin^lkum  turning  off 
towards  the  east,  in  order,  as  we  were  told,  to  look 
for  a  little  herbage  among  the  sand-hills.  Meanwhile 
thick,  heavy  clouds,  which  had  been  discharging  a 
great  quantity  of  rain  towards  the  east,  broke  over  us 
at  a  quarter  past  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  whe^j^ 
we  were  just  in  the  act  of  crossing  another  rocky 
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crest  covered  with  gravel.  A  violent  sand-storm, 
followed  by  heavy  rain,  which  was  driven  along  by  a 
furious  gale,  soon  threw  the  caravan  into  the  utmost 
confusion,  and  made  all  observation  impossible  ;  but 
fortunately  it  did  not  last  long. 

It  was  on  descending  from  this  crest,  while  the 
weather  cleared  up,  that  the  Hdusa  slaves,  with  a 
feeling  of  pride  and  joy,  pointed  out  in  the  far  dis- 
tance "ddtsi-n-Absen"  (Mount  Absen).  Here  the 
granite  formation  had  been  gradually  succeeded  by 
sandstone  and  slate.  This  district,  indeed,  seems  to  be 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  two  different  zones. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  six  o'clock  we  at  length 
encamped,  but  were  again  in  the  saddle  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  and  in  pale  moonlight,  sleepy  and 
worn  out  as  we  were,  began  a  dreadful  night's  march. 
But  altogether  it  proved  to  be  a  wise  measure  taken 
by  the  K^l-owi,  who  had  reason  to  be  afraid  lest 
the  Hogdr,  of  whom  they  appeared  to  have  trust- 
worthy news,  might  overtake  us  before  we  reached 
the  wells  of  Asiu,  and  then  treat  us  as  they  pleased. 
Our  companions,  who  were  of  course  themselves  not 
quite  insensible  to  fatigue,  as  night  advanced  became 
very  uncertain  in  their  direction,  and  kept  much  too 
far  to  the  south.  When  day  dawned,  our  road  lay 
over  a  flat,  rocky,  sand-stone  surface,  while  we  pas3ed 
on  our  left  a  locality  remarkable  for  nothing  but  its 
name,  Efinagha.*   We  then  descended  from  the  rocky 

•  This  name  is  evidently  identical  with  the  name  given  to 
the  Berber  alphabet,  which  is  called  tef  inaghen  ;  but  the  coinci- 
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ground  into  the  extremely  shallow  valley  of  Asia, 
overgrown  with  scanty  herbage  of  a  kind  not  much 
liked  by  the  camels.  Here  we  encamped,  near  a  group 
of  four  wells,  which  still,  belong  to  the  Azkdr,  while  a 
little  further  on  there  are  others  which  the  K41-owi 
regard  as  their  own  property.  How  it  was  that  we 
did  not  encamp  near  the  latter  I  cannot  say.  But  the 
people  were  glad  to  have  got  so  far.  The  wells,  or  at 
least  two  of  them,  afforded  an  abundant  supply  of 
water ;  but  it  was  not  of  a  good  quality,  and  had  a 
peculiar  taste,  I  think  on  account  of  the  iron  ore 
with  which  it  was  impregnated. 

This,  then,  was  Asiu*,  a  place  important  for  the 
caravan-trade  at  all  times,  on  account  of  the  routes 
from  Ghaddmes  and  from  Tawdt  joining  here,  and 
which  did  so  even  as  far  back  as  the  time  when  the 
famous  traveller  E'bn  Batiita  returned  from  his  en- 
terprising  journey  to  Suddn  homewards  by  way  of 
Tawat  (in  the  year  1353-4).  Desolate  and  melan- 
choly as  it  appeared,  it  was  also  an  important  station 
to  us,  as  we  thought  that  we  had  now  left  the  most 

dence  will  cease  to  surprise  when  I  remark  that  both  words  mean 
nothing  but  signs,  tokens,  a  name  which  may  be  giren  as  well 
to  letters  as  to  a  district  remarkable  for  the  position  of  some  stones 
or  ridges.  The  Tawdrek,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  in 
another  part  of  my  narrative,  call  all  sorts  of  writing  not  written  in 
signs,  but  with  letters,  tef  inaghen.  The  learned  among  the  Tade- 
m^kket  and  Awelimmiden  were  greatly  surprised,  when  going 
attentively  over  my  English  books,  to  find  that  it  was  all  teflna- 
ghen  —  "tefinagh  rurret/' 

♦  The  form  Aisou,  in   Mr.  Richardson's   Journal,   is   only  a 
clerical  error. 
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difficult  part  of  the  journey  behind  us.  For  though  I 
myself  had  some  forebodings  of  a  danger  threatening 
us,  we  had  no  idea  that  the  difficulties  which  we 
should  have  to  encounter  were  incomparably  greater 
than  those  which  we  had  passed  through.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson  supposed  that  because  we  had  reached  the 
imaginary  frontier  of  the  territories  of  the  Azkar  and 
K41-owi,  we  were  beyond  the  reach  of  any  attack  from 
the  north.  With  the  utmost  obstinacy  he  reprobated 
as  absurd  any  supposition  that  such  a  frontier  might 
be  easily  crossed  by  nomadic  roving  tribes,  asserting 
that  these  frontiers  in  the  desert  were  respected  much 
more  scrupulously  than  any  frontier  of  Austria,  not- 
withstanding the  innumerable  host  of  its  landwaiters. 
But  he  was  soon  to  be  undeceived  on  all  the  points 
of  his  desert-diplomacy,  at  his  own  expense  and  that 
of  us  all. 

There  was  very  little  attraction  for  roving  about 
in  this  broad  gravelly  plain.  Now  and  then  a  group 
of  granite  blocks  interrupted  the  monotonous  level, 
bordered  on  the  north  by  a  gradually-ascending 
rocky  ground,  while  the  southern  border  rose  to  a 
somewhat  higher  elevation. 

Desolate  as  the  spot  was,  and  gloomy  as  were  our 
prospects,  the  arrival  of  the  Tinylkum  in  the  course 
of  the  afternoon  afforded  a  very  cheerful  sight,  and 
inspired  some  confidence,  as  we  felt  that  our  little 
party  had  once  more  resumed  its  strength.  All  the 
people,  however,  displayed  an  outward  show  of  tran- 
quillity and  security,  with  the  exception  of  Serki-n- 
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turdwa,  who  was  bustling  about  in  a  state  of  the 
utmost  excitement.  Watering  the  camels  and  filling 
the  waterskins  employed  the  whole  day. 

Sunday,  AftcF  a  two  hours'  march  we  began  to 

Augiwtmh.  ascend,  first  gradually,  then  more  steeply, 
all  the  rocks  hereabouts  consisting  of  slate,  greatly 
split  and  rent,  and  covered  with  sand.  In  twenty- 
five  minutes  we  reached  the  higher  level,  which 
consisted  of  pebbly  ground  with  a  ridge  running,  at 
a  distance  of  about  four  miles,  to  the  west. 

While  we  were  quietly  pursuing  our  road,  with  the 
K6\'0wi  in  the  van,  the  Tin^lkum  marching  in  the 
rear,  suddenly  Mohammed  the  Sfaksi  came  running 
behind  us,  swinging  his  musket  over  his  head,  and 
crying  lustily,  **He  aweldd,  awel4d  bii,  adiina  jd'' 
("Lads,  lads,  our  enemy  has  come"),  and  spreading 
the  utmost  alarm  through  the  whole  of  the  caravan, 
Everbody  seized  his  arms,  whether  musket,  spear, 
sword,  or  bow;  and  whosoever  was  riding  jumped 
down  from  his  camel.  Some  time  elapsed  before  it 
was  possible,  amid  the  noise,  and  uproar,  to  learn 
the  cause  of  the  alarm.  At  length  it  transpired. 
A  man  named  Mohammed,  belonging  to  the  caravan, 
having  remained  a  little  behind  at  the  well,  had 
observed  three  Tawdrek  mounted  on  mehdra  ap- 
proaching at  a  rapid  rate ;  and  while  he  himself 
followed  the  caravan,  he  left  his  slave  behind  to  see 
whether  others  were  in  the  rear.  The  slave,  after  a 
while,  overtook  him  with  the  news  that  several  more 
camels  had  become  visible  in  the  distance ;  and  then 
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Mohammed  and  his  slave  hurried  on  to  bring  us 
the  intelligence.  Even  Mr.  Richardson,  who,  being 
rather  hard  of  hearing,  judged  of  our  situation  only 
from  the  alarm,  descended  from  his  slender  little  she- 
camel  and  cocked  his  pistols.  A  warlike  spirit  seemed 
to  have  taken  possession  of  the  whole  caravan ;  and 
I  am  persuaded,  that  had  we  been  attacked  at  this 
moment,  all  would  have  fought  valiantly.  But  such 
is  not  the  custom  of  freebooting  parties  :  they  will 
cling  artfully  to  a  caravan,  and  first  introduce  them- 
selves in  a  tranquil  and  peaceable  way,  till  they  have 
succeeded  in  disturbing  the  little  unity  which  exists 
in  such  a  troop,  composed  as  it  is  of  the  most  dif- 
ferent elements ;  they  then  gradually  throw  off  the 
mask,  and  in  general  attain  their  object. 

When  at  length  a  little  tranquillity  had  been  restored, 
and  plenty  of  powder  and  shot  had  been  distributed 
among  those  armed  with  firelocks,  the  opinion  began 
to  prevail,  that,  even  if  the  whole  of  the  report  should 
be  true,  it  was  not  probable  that  we  should  be  at- 
tacked by  daylight.  We  therefore  continued  our 
march  with  a  greater  feeling  of  security,  while  a  body 
of  archers  was  despatched  to  learn  the  news  of  a  small 
caravan  which  was  coming  from  Suddn,  and  marching 
at  some  distance  from  us,  behind  a  low  ridge  of  rocks. 
They  were  a  few  T^bu,  with  ten  camels  and  between 
thirty  and  forty  slaves,  unconsciously  going  to  meet 
a  terrible  fate;  for  we  afterwards  learned  that  the 
Imghad  of  the  Hogdr,  or  rather  the  Haddnara,  dis- 
appointed at  our  having  passed  through  their  country 
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without  their  getting  anything  from  us,  had  attacked 
this  little  troop,  murdering  the  T^bu,  and  carrying  off 
their  camels  afld  slaves. 

While  the  caravan  was  going  slowly  on,  I  was 
enabled  to  allow  my  m^heri  a  little  feeding  on  the 
nesi  (Panicum  grossularium^  much  liked  by  camels) 
in  a  spot  called  Tahasdsa.  At  noon  we  began  to 
ascend  on  rocky  ground,  and,  after  a  very  gradual 
ascent  of  three  miles,  reached  the  higher  level,  strewn 
with  pebbles,  but  exhibiting  further  on  a  rugged 
slaty  soil,  till  we  reached  the  valley  F^norang.*  This 
valley,  which  is  a  little  less  than  a  mile  in  breadth 
and  two  in  length,  is  famous  for  its  rich  supply  of 
herbage,  principally  of  the  kind  called  bii-r^kkeba,  and 
the  far-famed  el  hdd  (the  cameFs  dainty),  and  is  on 
this  account  an  important  halting-place  for  the  cara- 
vans coming  from  the  north,  after  having  traversed 
that  naked  part  of  the  desert,  which  produces  scarcely 
any  food  for  the  camel.  Notwithstanding,  therefore, 
the  danger  which  threatened  us,  it  was  determined  to 
remain  here  not  only  this,  but  also  the  following  day. 

As  soon  as  the  loads  were  taken  oflF  their  backs,  the 
half-starved  camels  fell  to  devouring  eagerly  the  fine 
herbage  offered  them.  Meanwhile  we  encamped  as 
close  together  as  possible,  preparing  ourselves  for  the 
worst,  and  looking  anxiously  around  in  every  direc- 
tion. But  nobody  was  to  be  seen  till  the  evening, 
when  the  three   men   on  their  mehdra  made  their 

*  Mr.  Richardson  calls  it  Takeesat. 
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appearance,  and,  being  allowed  to  approach  the  cara- 
van, made  no  secret  of  the  fact  that  a  greater  number 
was  behind  them. 

Aware  of  what  might  happen,  our  small  troop  had 
all  their  arms  ready,  in  order  to  repulse  any  attack  ; 
but  the  K^l-owl  and  the  few  Azkdr  who  were  in  our 
caravan  kept  us  back,  and,  after  a  little  talk,  allowed 
the  visitors  to  lie  down  for  the  night  near  our  en- 
campment, and  even  solicited  our  hospitality  in  their 
behalf.  Nevertheless  all  of  them  well  knew  that  the 
strangers  were  freebooters,  who  could  not  but  have 
bad  designs  against  us ;  and  the  experienced  old 
Awed  el  Kh^r,  the  sheikh  of  the  Kdfila,  came  expressly 
to  us,  warning,  and  begging  us  to  be  on  our  guard, 
while  B6ro  Serki-n-turawa  began  to  play  a  conspicuous 
part,  addressing  the  K^l-owi  and  Tin;^lkum  in  a 
formal  speech,  and  exhorting  them  to  stand  by  us. 
Everybody  was  crying  for  powder ;  and  nobody  could 
get  enough.  Our  clever  but  occasionally  very  trou- 
blesome servant  Mohammed  conceived  a  strategical 
plan,  placing  on  the  north  side  of  the  two  tents  the 
four  pieces  of  the  boat,  behind  each  of  which  one  of 
us  had  to  take  his  station  in  case  of  an  attack. 

Having  had  some  experience  of  freebooters'  prac- 
tices in  my  former  wanderings,  I  knew  that  all  this 
was  mere  farce  and  mockery,  and  that  the  only  way 
of  ensuring  our  safety  would  have  been  to  prevent 
these  scouts  from  approaching  us  at  all.  We  kept 
watch  the  whole  night ;  and  of  course  the  strangers, 
seeing  us  well  on  our  guard,  and  the  whole  caravan 
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still   in  high  spirits  and   in   unity,  ventured   upon 
nothing. 

In  the  morning  our  three  guests  (who,  as  I  made 
out,  did  not  belong  to  the  Azkdr,  but  were  K^l-fade 
from  the  northern  districts  of  A'ir)  went  slowly  away, 
but  only  to  join  their  companions,  who  had  kept  at 
some  distance  beyond  the  rocky  ridge  which  bordered 
or,  rather,  interrupted  the  valley  to  the  westward. 
There  some  individuals  of  the  caravan,  who  went  to 
cut  herbage,  found  the  fresh  traces  of  nine  camels. 
In  spite  of  outward  tranquillity,  there  was  much 
matter  for  anxiety  and  much  restlessness  in  the 
caravan,  and  suddenly  an  alarm  was  given  that  the 
camels  had  been  stolen  ;  but  fortunately  it  proved  to 
be  unfounded. 

*Abd  el  Kdder,  the  Tawdti  of  whom  I  have  spoken 
above,  trying  to  take  advantage  of  this  state  of  things, 
came  to  Mr.  Overweg,  and  urgently  pressed  him  to 
deposit  everything  of  value  with  Awed  el  Kh^r,  the 
K^l-owi,  and  something,  "  of  course,"  with  him  also. 
This  was  truly  very  disinterested  advice ;  for  if  any- 
thing had  happened  to  us,  they  would  of  course  have 
become  our  heirs.  In  the  evening  we  had  again 
three  guests,  not,  however,  the  same  as  before,  but 
some  of  their  companions,  who  belonged  to  the  HadA- 
nara,  one  of  the  divisions  of  the  Azkdr. 

Tuesday,  -^^  ^^  early  hour  we  started  with  an 
August  20th.  uneasy  feeling.  With  the  first  dawn  the 
true  believers  had  been  called  together  to  prayer ;  and 
the  bond  which  united  the  Mohammedan  members 
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of  the  caravan  with  the  Christian  travellers  had  been 
loosened  in  a  very  conspicuous  manner.  Then  the 
encampment  broke  up,  and  we  set  out — not,  however, 
as  we  had  been  accustomed  to  go  latterly,  every  little 
party  starting  oflF  as  soon  as  they  were  ready,  but 
all  waiting  till  the  whole  caravan  had  loaded  their 
camels,  when  we  began  our  march  in  close  order, 
first  along  the  valley,  then  entering  upon  higher 
ground,  sometimes  gravelly,  at  others  rocky.  The 
range  to  our  right  here,  a  little  more  than  a  mile 
distant,  bears  different  names  corresponding  to  the 
more  prominent  parts  into  which  it  is  separated  by 
hollows  or  saddles,  the  last  cone  towards  the  south 
being  called  Timdzkaren,  a  name  most  probably 
connected  with  that  of  the  Azkdr  tribe,  while  another 
is  named  Tin-diirdurang.  The  Tarki  or  Am6shagh 
is  very  expressive  in  names;  and  whenever  the  mean- 
ing of  all  these  appellations  shall  be  brought  to  light, 
I  am  sure  we  shall  find  many  interesting  signifi- 
cations. Though  I  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to 
their  language,  the  Tarkiyeh  or  TemAshight,  I  had 
not  leisure  enough  to  become  master  of  the  more 
difficult  and  obsolete  terms ;  and,  of  course,  very 
few  even  among  themselves  can  at  present  tell  the 
exact  meaning  of  a  name  derived  from  ancient  times. 
At  length  we  had  left  behind  us  that  remarkable 
ridge,  and  entering  another  shallow  valley  full  of 
young  herbage,  followed  its  windings,  the  whole 
presenting  a  very  irregular  structure,  when  suddenly 
four  men  were  seen  ahead  of  us  on  an  eminence,  and 
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instantly  a  troop  of  lightly-armed  people,  amongst 
them  three  archers,  were  despatched,  as  it  seemed, 
in  order  to  reconnoitre,  marching  in  regular  order 
straight  for  the  eminence. 

Being  in  the  first  line  of  our  caravan,  and  not 
feeling  so  sure  on  the  camel  as  on  foot,  J  dismounted, 
and  marched  forward,  leading  my  m^heri  by  the  nose- 
cord,  and  with  my  eyes  fixed  upon  the  scene  before 
us.  But  how  much  was  I  surprised  when  I  saw  two 
of  the  four  unknown  individuals  executing  a  wild 
sort  of  armed  dance  together  with  the  K^l-owi,  while 
the  others  were  sitting  quietly  on  the  ground.  Much 
perplexed,  I  continued  to  move  slowly  on,  when  two 
of  the  men  who  had  danced  suddenly  rushed  upon 
me,  and  grasping  the  rope  of  my  camel,  asked  for 
tribute.  Quite  unprepared  for  such  a  scene  under 
such  circumstances,  I  grasped  my  pistol,  when,  just 
at  the  right  time,  1  learnt  the  reason  and  character  of 
this  curious  proceeding. 

The  little  eminence  on  the  top  of  which  we  had 
observed  the  people,  and  at  the  foot  of  which  the 
armed  dance  was  performed,  is  an  important  locality 
in  the  modern  history  of  the  country  which  we  had 
reached.  For  here  it  was  that  when  the  Kdl-owi 
(at  that  time  an  unmixed  and  pure  Berber  tribe,  as  it 
seems)  took  possession  of  the  country  of  Old  G6ber 
with  its  capital,  Tin-shamdn,  a  compromise  or  cove- 
nant was  entered  into  between  the  red  conquerors 
and  the  black  natives,  that  the  latter  should  not  be 
destroyed,  and  that  the  principal  chief  of  the  K61-owi 
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should  only  be  allowed  to  marry  a  black  woman.  And 
as  a  memorial  of  this  transaction,  the  custom  has  been 
preserved,  that  when  caravans  pass  the  spot  where 
the  covenant  was  entered  into,  near  the  little  rock 
Mdket-n-ikeldn*,  "  the  slaves  "  shall  be  merry  and  be 
authorized  to  levy  upon  their  masters  a  small  tribute. 
The  black  man  who  stopped  me  was  the  "  serki-n- 
bai ''  (the  principal  or  chief  of  the  slaves). 

These  poor  merry  creatures,  while  the  caravan  was 
proceeding  on  its  march,  executed  another  dance; 
and  the  whole  would  have  been  an  incident  of  the 
utmost  interest,  if  our  minds  and  those  of  all  the 
well-disposed  members  of  the  caravan  had  not  been% 
greatly  oppressed  and  vexed  with  sad  forebodings  of 
mishap.  The  fear  was  so  great  that  the  amiable  and 
sociable  Slimdn  (one  of  the  Tin;^lkum,  who  at  a  later 
period  manifested  his  sympathy  with  us  in  our  mis- 
fortunes) begged  me  most  urgently  to  keep  more  in 
the  middle  of  the  caravan,  as  he  was  afraid  that  one 
of  those  ruffians  might  suddenly  rush  upon  me,  and 
pierce  me  with  his  spear. 
The  soil  hereabouts  consisted  entirely  of  bare  gravel; 


*  I  regret  that  I  neglected  to  inquire  what  was  the  original 
G6ber  name  of  this  place;  for,  while  there  cannot  be  any  doubt 
that  it  received  its  present  name,  Maket-n-ikel&n>  firom  this  trans- 
action, it  is  very  probable  that  it  was  a  place  of  ancient  pagan 
worship,  and  as  such  had  a  name  of  its  own.  It  is  very  significant 
that  the  neighbouring  plain  is  emphatically  called  **  the  plain  of 
A'ir,"— in  the  Arabic  form,  "shabet  el  Ahir." 
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but  further  on  it  became  more  uneven,  and  broken 
by  granite  rocks,  in  the  cavities  among  which  our 
people  found  some  rain-water.  The  tract  on  our 
right  was  called  Tisgdwade,  while  the  heights  on  our 
left  bore  the  name  Tin-6bbeke.  I  here  rode  awhile 
by  the  side  of  E'meli,  a  Tarki  of  the  tribe  of  the 
Azkdr,  a  gentleman  both  in  his  dress  and  manners, 
who  never  descended  from  the  back  of  his  camel. 
Although  he  appeared  not  to  be  very  hostile  to  the 
robbers  on  our  track,  and  was  certainly  aware  of  their 
intention,  I  liked  him  on  account  of  his  distinguished 
manners,  and,  under  more  favourable  circumstances, 
•should  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  great  deal  of  in- 
formation from  him.  But  there  was  with  him  a  rather 
disagreeable  and  malicious  fellow  named  Mohammed 
(or,  as  the  Tawdrek  pronounce  it,  Mokhammed),  from 
Ydnet  or  Jdnet,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  difficulties 
which  befell  us,  did  us  a  great  deal  of  mischief,  and 
was  ftilly  disposed  to  do  us  much  more. 

The  country,  which  in  the  meantime  had  become 
more  open,  after  a  while  became  bordered  ahead  by 
elevations  in  the  form  of  a  semi-circle,  while  we 
began  to  ascend.  The  weather  had  been  extremely 
sultry  and  close  the  whole  day ;  and  at  last,  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  storm  broke  out,  - 
but  with  less  violence  than  on  the  day  before  our 
arrival  at  Asiu. 

We  encamped  at  length  on  an  open  gravelly  plain 
surrounded  by  ridges  of  rocks,  without  pitching  our 
tents ;  for  our  unwished-for  guests  had  in  the  face 
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of  the  Tinjrlkum  openly  declared  that  their  design 
was  to  kill  us,  but  that  they  wanted  first  to  get 
more  assistance.  Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  Richard- 
son even  to-night  was  obliged  to  feed  these  ruffians ; 
such  is  the  weakness  of  a  caravan  —  although  in  our 
case  the  diflference  of  religion,  and  consequent  want 
of  unity,  could  not  but  greatly  contribute  to  pa- 
ralyze its  strength.  I  here  heard  that  some  of  the 
party  were  Imghdd  from  Tddomat. 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  in  such  a  state 
of  feeling,  it  was  impossible  to  enjoy  the  sport 
and  frolics  of  the  slaves  (that  is,  of  the  domestic 
slaves)  of  the  K61-owi,  who  with  wild  gestures  and 
cries  were  running  about  the  encampment  to  exact 
from  all  the  free  individuals  of  the  caravan  their 
little  Mdket-n-ikeldn  tribute,  receiving  from  one  a 
small  quantity  of  dates,  from  another  a  piece  of 
muslin  or  a  knife,  from  another  a  shirt.  Everybody 
was  obliged  to  give  something,  however  small.  Not- 
withstanding our  long  day's  march,  Overweg  and  I 
found  it  necessary  to  be  on  the  watch  the  whole  night. 

Starting  at  an  early  hour,  we  ascended  >^ednesd«y, 
very  rugged  gi*ound,  the  rocky  ridges  on  '^"^"'^^ut. 
both  sides  often  meeting  together  and  forming  irre- 
.  gular  defiles.  After  a  march  of  five  miles  and  a 
half,  we  reached  the  highest  elevation,  and  obtained 
a  view  over  the  whole  district,  which,  being  sprinkled 
as  it  were  with  small  granitic  mounds,  had  a  very 
desolate  appearance ;  but  in  the  distance  to  our  left 
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an  interesting  mountain-group  was   to   be  seen,  of 
which  the  accompanying  sketch  will  give  some  idea* 


*AllLLv^-' 


Having  crossed  several  small  valleys,  we  reached,  a 
little  before  ten  o'clock,  one  of  considerable  breadth, 
richly  overgrown  with  herbage,  and  exhibiting  evi- 
dent traces  of  a  violent  torrent  which  had  swept 
over  it  the  day  before,  while  with  us  but  little  rain 
had  fallen.  It  is  called  Jinninau,  and  improved  as 
we  advanced,  our  path  sometimes  keeping  along  it, 
sometimes  receding  to  a  little  distance ;  in  some 
places  the  growth  of  the  trees,  principally  the  Bala- 
nites  or  ab6rak,  was  indeed  splendid  and  luxuriant. 
Unfortunately  we  had  not  sufficient  leisure  and 
mental  ease  to  collect  all  the  information  which, 
under  more  favourable  circumstances,  would  have 
been  within  our  reach.  Thus,  I  learnt  that  magnetic 
ironstone  was  found  in  the  mountains  to  our  left. 
After  noon  the  valley  divided  into  three  branches, 
the  easternmost  of  which  is  the  finest  and  richest 
in  vegetation,  while  the  western  one,  called  Tiydt, 
has  likewise  a  fine  supply  of  trees  and  herbage ; 
we  took  the  middle  one,  and  a  little  further  on, 
where  it  grew  narrower,  encamped. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Chap.  XH.       THE  VALLEY   OF   JI'NNINAU.  293 

It  was  a  very  pretty  and  picturesque  camping- 
ground.  At  the  foot  of  our  tents  was  a  rocky  bed 
of  a  deep  and  winding  torrent  bordered  by  most 
luxuriant  talha-  and  ab6rak-trees  {Balanites  ^gyp- 
iiaca)^  and  forming  a  smalj  pond  where  the  water, 
rushing  down  from  the  rocks  behind,  had  collected  ; 
the  fresh  green  of  the  trees,  enlivened  by  recent 
rains,  formed  a  beautiful  contrast  with  the  dark- 
yellowish  colour  of  the  rocks  behind.  Notwithstand- 
ing our  perilous  situation,  I  could  not  help  stray- 
ing about,  and  found,  on  the  blocks  over  the  tebki 
or  pond,  some  coarse  rock-sculptures  representing 
oxen,  asses,  and  a  very  tall  animal  which,  according 
to  the  K^l-owi,  was  intended  to  represent  the  giraffe. 

While  I  was  enjoying  the  scenery  of  the  place, 
Didi  stept  suddenly  behind  me,  and  tried  to  throw 
me  down,  but  not  succeeding,  laid  his  hands  from 
behind  upon  the  pistols  which  I  wore  in  my  belt, 
trying,  by  way  of  experiment,  whether  I  was  able 
to  use  them  notwithstanding  his  grasp;  but  turn- 
ing sharply  round,  I  freed  myself  from  his  hold, 
and  told  him  that  no  effeminate  person  like  himself 
should  take  me.  He  was  a  cunning  and  insidious 
fellow;  and  I  trusted  him  the  least  of  our  K61-owi 
friends.  A'nnur  warned  us  that  the  freebooters  in- 
tended to  carry  off  the  camels  that  we  ourselves  were 
riding,  in  the  night;  and  it  was  fortunate  that  we 
had  provided  for  the  emergency,  and  were  able  to 
fasten  them  to  strong  iron  rings. 

While  keeping  the  first  watch  during  the  night,  I 
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was  enabled  by  the  splendid  moonlight  to  address  a 
few  lines  in  pencil  to  my  friends  at  home, 
^^^^  The  K^l-owi  having  had  some  difficulty 

August  22nd.  i^  finding  their  camels,  we  did  not  move  at 
an  early  hour.  To  our  great  astonishment  we  crossed 
the  rocky  bed  of  the  torrent,  and  entered  an  irregular 
defile  where  a  little  further  on  we  passed  another  pond 
of  rain-water.  When  at  length  we  emerged  from  the 
rocks,  we  reached  a  very  high  level,  whence  we  had 
a  clear  prospect  over  the  country  before  us.  Four 
considerable  ranges  of  mountains  were  clearly  distin- 
guishable in  the  distance,  forming  an  ensemble  of  which 
the   accompanying  sketch  will  give   an   idea.      We 


then  entered  valleys  clothed  with  a  fine  fresh  ver- 
dure sprinkled  with  flowers,  and  with  a  luxuriant 
vegetation  such  as  we  had  not  seen  before.  The  senna- 
plant  {Cassia  senna)  appeared  in  tolerable  quantity. 
Mountains  and  peaks  were  seen  all  around  in  a  great 
variety  of  forms ;  and  at  twenty  minutes  past  nine  we 
had  a  larger  mountain-mass  on  one  side,  from  which 
a  dry  watercourse,  marked  by  a  broad  line  of  herbage, 
issued  and  crossed  our  route. 
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Having  here  allowed  our  camels  a  little  feeding, 
we  entered  upon  gravelly  soil  with  projecting  blocks 
of  granite,  and  then  went  on  ascending  through  a 
succession  of  small  plains  and  valleys  till  we  reached 
Erazar-n-G6bi,  among  the  splendid  vegetation  of 
which  we  first  observed  the  abisga,  or  Capparia 
sodatUy  called  siwdk  or  lirdk  by  the  Arabs,  an  import- 
ant bush,  the  currant-like  fruit  of  which  is  not  only 
eaten  fresh  but  also  dried,  and  laid  up  in  store,  while 
the  root  affords  that  excellent  remedy  for  the  teeth 
which  the  Mohammedans,  in  imitation  of  their  prophet, 
use  to  a  great  extent.  The  root  moreover,  at  least  on 
the  shores  of  the  Tsdd,  by  the  process  of  burning, 
affords  a  substitute  for  salt.  It  is  the  most  charac- 
teristic bush  or  tree  of  the  whole  region  of  transition 
between  the  desert  and  the  fertile  regions  of  Central 
Africa,  between  the  twentieth  and  the  fifteenth  degree 
of  northern  latitude  ;  and  in  the  course  of  my  travels 
I  saw  it  nowhere  of  such  size  as  on  the  northern  bank 
of  the  Isa  or  Niger,  between  Timbiiktu  and  Gagho, 
the  whole  ground  which  this  once  splendid  and  rich 
capital  of  the  Songhay  Empire  occupied  being  at  pre- 
sent covered  and  marked  out  by  this  celebrated  bush. 
As  for  the  camels,  they  like  very  well  to  feed  for  a  short 
time  upon  its  fresh  leaves,  if  they  have  some  other 
herb  to  mix  with  it ;  but  eaten  alone  it  soon  becomes 
too  bitter  for  them.  In  this  valley  the  little  berries 
were  not  yet  ripe ;  but  further  on  they  were  ripening, 
and  afforded  a  slight  but  refreshing  addition  to  our 
food. 
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Leaving  the  pleasant  valley  of  G^bi  by  a  small 
opening  bordered  with  large  blocks  of  granite,  while 
peaks  of  considerable  elevation  were  seen  towering 
over  the  nearer  cliffs,  we  entered  another  large  valley 
called  T^hajit  *,  but  not  quite  so  rich  in  vegetation, 
and  encamped  here  on  an  open  space  a  little  after 
noon.  The  valley  is  important  as  being  the  first  in 
the  frontier-region  of  Air  or  Asben  where  there  is  a 
fixed  settlement  —  a  small  village  of  leathern  tents, 
inhabited  by  people  of  the  tribe  of  Fade-ang,  who 
preserve  a  certain  independence  of  the  Kel-owi,  while 
they  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  the  sultan  of 
A^gades,  a  state  of  things  of  which  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  say  more  in  another  place. 

♦  This  name  too  is  pronounced  Tarhajit. 
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INHABITED  BUT  DANGEROUS  FBONTIEB-REGION. 

The  sensations  of  our  guides  and  camel-drivers  had 
been  uneasy  from  the  very  moment  of  our  encamping ; 
and  Mr.  Richardson,  at  the  suggestion  of  A'nnur, 
had  on  the  preceding  day  sent  E'meli  and  Mokhammed 
in  advance,  in  order  to  bring  to  us  the  chief  of 
Fade-ang.  This  person  was  represented  to  us  as  a 
man  of  great  authority  in  this  lawless  country,  and 
able  to  protect  us  against  freebooting  parties,  which 
our  guests  of  the  other  day,  who  had  gone  on  in 
advance,  were  sure  to  collect  against  us.  But  Mo- 
khammed, as  I  have  observed  above,  was  a  great 
rascal  himself,  who  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
increase  our  difficulties,  in  order  to  profit  by  the 
confusion.  The  chief  was  accordingly  reported  ad 
being  absent;  and  a  man  who  was  said  to  be  his 
brother  was  to  take  his  place.  This  person  made 
his  appearance,  accompanied  by  some  people  from 
the  village ;  but  it  became  immediately  apparent  that 
he  had  no  authority  whatever,  and  one  of  the  Im- 
ghdd  of  Tadomat,  who  had  stuck  to  us  for  the  last 
two  days,  in  order  to  show  us  what  respect  he  had 
for  this  man,  struck  him  repeatedly  with  his  spear 
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upon  the  shoulder.  Among  the  companions  of  our 
new  protector  was  a  Taleb  of  the  name  of  Buh^a, 
distinguished  by  his  talkativeness  and  a  certain  de- 
gree of  arrogance,  who  made  himself  ridiculous  by 
trying  to  convince  us  of  his  immense  learning.  What 
an  enormous  difference  there  was  between  these  mean- 
looking  and  degraded  half-castes  and  our  martial  pur- 
suers, who  stood  close  by !  Though  I  knew  the  latter 
could  and  would  do  us  much  more  harm  than  the 
former,  I  liked  them  much  better. 

Overweg  and  I  had  sat  down  in  the  shade  of  a 
talha-tree  at  a  little  distance  from  our  tent,  and  had 
soon  a  whole  circle  of  visitors  around  us,  who  in  the 
beginning  behaved  with  some  modesty  and  discretion, 
but  gradually  became  rather  troublesome.  I  gave  them 
some  small  presents,  such  as  scissors,  knives,  mirrors, 
and  needles,  with  which  they  expressed  themselves 
well  pleased.  Presently  came  also  several  women, 
one  with  the  characteristic  features  called  in  Temd- 
shight  "  tebiillod^n,"  which  may  be  translated  by  the 
words  of  Leo,  "  le  parti  di  dietro  pienissime  e  grasse," 
and  another  younger  one  mounted  upon  a  donkey. 

The  whole  character  of  these  people  appeared  very 
degraded.  They  were  totally  devoid  of  the  noble  and 
manly  appearance  which  the  most  careless  observer 
cannot  fail  to  admire  even  in  a  common  Tarki  free- 
booter ;  and  the  relation  between  the  sexes  appeared 
in  a  worse  light  than  one  would  expect  in  such  a  situa- 
tion as  this.  However,  we  have  ample  testimony  in 
ancient  Arabian  writers  that  licentious  manners  have 
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always  prevaUed  among  the  Berber  tribes  on  the 
frontier  of  the  desert ;  and  we  found  the  same  habits 
existing  among  the  tribe  of  the  Tagdma,  while  not 
only  A'gades  but  even  the  little  village  of  Tint^Uust 
was  not  without  its  courtesans.  This  is  a  very  dis- 
heartening phenomenon  to  observe  in  so  small  a 
community,  and  in  a  locality  where  nature  would 
seem  peculiarly  favourable  to  purity  and  simplicity 
of  manners.  The  names  of  some  of  these  T^ghajit 
beauties  —  Telittif6k,  Tatinata,  and  Tem^til^  —  are 
interesting  for  the  character  of  the  language. 

We  were  anxious  to  buy  some  of  the  famous  Air 
cheese,  for  which  we  had  been  longing  the  whole  way 
over  the  dreary  desert,  and  had  kept  up  our  spirits 
with  the  prospect  of  soon  indulging  in  this  luxury ; 
but  we  were  not  able  to  procure  a  single  one,  and  our 
endeavours  to  buy  a  sheep  or  a  goat  were  equally 
fruitless.  Instead  of  the  plenty  which  we  had  been 
led  to  expect  in  this  country,  we  found  nothing  but 
misery.  But  I  was  rather  surprised  to  find  here  a 
very  fine  and  strong  race  of  asses. 

We  were  tolerably  composed,  and  reclining  at  our 
ease  (though  our  weapons  were  always  at  hand),  when 
we  were  a  little  alarmed  by  a  demand  of  six  riyals  for 
the  use  of  the  pond  in  Jinninau.  Our  amiable  but 
unenergetic  friend  A'nnur  seconded  the  demand,  by 
way  of  satisfying  in  some  way  the  intruders  upon  our 
caravan.  These  claims  were  scarcely  settled  when  a 
dreadful  alarm  was  raised,  by  the  report  that  a  body 
of  from  fifty  to  sixty  Mehdra  were  about  to  attack  us. 
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Though  no  good  authority  could  be  named  for  this 
intelligence,  the  whole  caravan  was  carried  away  by 
excitement,  and  all  called  out  for  powder  and  shot. 
B6ro  Serki-n-turdwa  once  more  delivered  eloquent 
speeches,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  be  courageous ; 
but  many  of  the  Tinylkum,  very  naturally,  had  a 
great  objection  to  come  to  open  hostilities  with  the 
Tawdrek,  which  might  end  in  their  being  unable  to 
travel  any  longer  along  this  route. 

In  this  moment  of  extreme  excitement  Khweldi 
arrived,  the  chief  merchant  of  Miirzuk,  whom  we 
had  not  expected  to  see,  though  we  knew  that  he 
was  on  his  way  from  Suddn  to  the  north.  We 
were  in  a  situation  wherein  he  was  able  to  render 
us  the  most  material  service,  both  by  his  influ- 
ence upon  the  individuals  of  whom  our  caravan  was 
composed,  and  by  his  knowledge  of  the  country 
whose  frontier-territories  we  had  just  entered.  But 
unfortunately,  though  a  very  experienced  merchant, 
he  was  not  a  practical,  sharp-sighted  man ;  and  in- 
stead of  giving  us  clear  information  as  to  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  truth  in  the  reports,  and  what  sort 
of  difficulties  we  might  really  have  to  encounter, 
and  how  by  paying  a  sort  of  passage-money  to  the 
chiefs  we  might  get  over  them,  he  denied  in  private 
the  existence  of  any  danger  at  all,  while  openly  he 
went  round  the  whole  caravan  extolling  our  im- 
portance as  a  mission  sent  by  a  powerful  govern- 
ment, and  encouraging  the  people  to  defend  us  if  we 
should  be  in  danger.     In  consequence  of  his  exhor- 
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tations  the  Tin^lkum  took  courage,  but  had  the 
imprudence  and  absurdity  to  supply  also  the  three 
intruders  with  powder  and  shot,  who,  though  protest- 
ing to  be  now  our  most  sincere  friends,  of  course 
made  no  other  use  of  the  present  than  to  supply  their 
band  with  this  material,  which  alone  gave  us  a  degree 
of  superiority,  and  constituted  our  security. 

Any  one  accustomed  to  look  closely  at  things 
could  not  be  at  all  satisfied  with  the  spirit  of  our 
caravan,  notwithstanding  its  noise  and  waste  of 
powder,  and  with  its  entire  want  of  union;  but 
the  scene  which  followed  in  the  bright  moonlight 
evening,  and  lasted  throughout  the  night,  was  ani- 
mating and  interesting  in  the  extreme.  The  whole 
caravan  was  drawn  up  in  a  line  of  battle,  the  left 
wing  being  formed  by  ourselves  and  the  detachment 
of  the  K61-owl.  who  had  left  their  own  camping- 
ground  and  posted  themselves  in  front  of  our  tent, 
while  the  Tin^lkum  and  the  Sfaksi  formed  the 
centre,  and  the  rest  of  the  K61-owi,  with  B6ro,  the 
right  wing,  leaning  upon  the  cliffs,  our  exposed  left 
being  defended  by  the  four  pieces  of  the  boat. 
About  ten  o'clock  a  small  troop  of  Mehdra*  appeared, 
when  a  heavy  fusillade  was  kept  up  over  their  heads, 
and  firing  and  shouting  were  continued  the  whole 
night. 

*  Li  conformity  with  the  usage  of  travellers,  I  call  Mehdra 
people  mounted  upon  mehdra,  or  swift  camels  (in  the  singular 
form  m^heri).  This  expression  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
Meh&rebin,  a  name  of  which  I  shall  speak  hereafter. 
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Our  Situation  remained  the  same  the  whole  of  the 
following  day;  and  it  became  very  tedious,  as  it  pre- 
vented us  from  making  excursions,  and  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  features  of  the  new  country  which 
we  had  entered.  Another  alarm  having  been  raised  in 
vain,  the  leaders  of  the  expedition  which  was  collect- 
ing against  us  came  out,  with  the  promise  that  they 
would  not  further  molest  the  caravan  if  the  Christians 
were  given  up  to  them.  This  demand  having  been 
at  once  rejected,  we  were  left  in  tolerable  tranquillity 
for  a  while,  as  the  freebooters  now  saw  that  in 
order  to  obtain  their  object,  which  was  plunder,  they 
should  be  obliged  to  bring  really  into  the  field  the 
whole  force  they  had  so  long  boasted  of. 

Khweldi  paid  us  another  visit  in  the  afternoon; 
and  as  he  wanted  to  make  us  believe  that  there  was 
really  no  danger  in  this  country,  so  he  did  not  fail  to 
represent  the  state  of  things  in  Suddn  as  the  most  fa- 
vourable we  could  have  wished  for.  He  also  sought 
to  sweeten  over  any  remnant  of  anxiety  which  we 
might  have,  by  a  dish  of  very  delicious  dates  which 
he  had  received  from  his  friend  Hdj  Beshir  in  Iferwdn, 
and  which  gave  us  -a  favourable  idea  of  ^vhat  the 
country  before  us  was  able  to  produce.  Altogether 
Khweldi  endeavoured  to  be  agreeable  to  everybody ; 
and  on  a  later  occasion,  in  1854,  when  I  was  for 
some  time  without  means,  he  behaved  towards  me  in 
a  very  gentleman-like  manner.  In  this  company  was  a 
brother  of  our  quiet  and  faithful  servant  Mohammed 
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from  Gatr6ii,  who  was  now  returning  home  with  his 
earnings. 

Not  being  able  to  refrain  wholly  from  excursions, 
I  undertook  in  the  afternoon  to  visit  the  watering- 
place  situated  up  a  little  lateral  nt)ok  of  the  valley, 
adorned  with  very  luxuriant  talha-trees,  and  winding 
in  a  half  circle  by  S.E.  to  N.E.  First,  at  the  distance 
of  about  a  mile,  I  came  to  a  hole  where  some  of  the 
Tinylkum  were  scooping  water;  and  ascending  the 
rocky  bed  of  the  occasional  torrent,  I  found  a  small 
pond  where  the  camels  were  drinking ;  but  our  feith- 
ful  friend  Miisa,  who  was  not  at  all  pleased  with  my 
having  ventured  so  far,  told  me  that  the  water  ob- 
tained here  did  not  keep  long,  but  that  higher  up 
good  water  was  to  be  found  in  the  principal  valley. 

I  had  from  the  beginning  attentively  observed  the 
character  and  proceedings  of  B6ro  Serki-n-turdwa, 
and  feared  nothing  so  much  as  his  intrigues ;  and 
at  my  urgent  request,  Mr.  Richardson  to-night 
made  him  a  satisfactory  present  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  courage  which  he  had  lately  shown  in 
defending  our  cause.  Of  course  the  present  came 
rather  late;  but  it  was  better  to  give  it  now,  in 
order  to  avert  the  consequences  of  his  intrigues  as 
much  as  possible,  than  not  at  all.  Had  it  been  given 
two  months  ago,  it  might  have  saved  us  an  immense 
deal  of  difficulty,  danger,  and  heavy  loss. 

We  left  at  length  our  camping-ground  in    Saturday. 
Tdghajit,  and  soon  passed   Khweldi's  en-  ^^^'^^^^ 
campment,  which  was  just  about  to  break  up. 
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Rocky  ground,  overtopped  by  higher  moanttdn- 
masses  or  by  detached  peaks,  and  hollows  overgrown 
with  rich  vegetation,  and  preserving  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  time  the  regular  form  of  valleys,  succeed  by 
turns,  and  constitute  the  predominant  feature  of  the 
country  of  Asben.  But  instead  of  the  fresh  green 
pasture  which  had  delighted  and  cheered  us  in  some 
of  the  northern  valleys,  the  herbage  in  some  of  those 
which  we  passed  to-day  was  quite  dry. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  we  encamped  in  the  valley 
Imenan*,  a  little  outside  the  line  of  herbage  and 
trees,  on  an  open  spot  at  the  southern  foot  of  a  low 
rocky  eminence.  The  valley,  overgrown  as  it  was 
with  large  talha-trees  and  the  oat-grass  called  bii- 
r^kkeba,  of  tall,  luxuriant  growth,  was  pleasant,  and 
invited  us  to  repose.  But  before  sunset  our  tranquil- 
lity was  greatly  disturbed  by  the  appearance  of  five 
of  our  well-known  marauding  companions  mounted 
on  camels,  and  leading  six  others.  They  dismounted 
within  less  than  a  pistol-shot  from  our  tents,  and 
with  wild  ferocious  laughter  were  discussing  their 
projects  with  the  Azkdr  in  our  caravan. 

I  could  scarcely  suppress  a  laugh  when  several 
of  the  Tin^lkum  came  and  brought  us  the  ironical 
assurance  that  there  was  now  perfect  security,  and 
that  we  tnight  indulge  in  sound  sleep.  Others  came 
with  the  less  agreeable,  but  truer  warning,  that 
we  ought  not  to  sleep  that  night.      The  greatest 

♦  The  name  has  probably  some  connexion  with  that  of  the 
tribe  Fmanang. 
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alarm  and  excitement  soon  spread  through  the  cara- 
van. Later  in  the  evening,  while  our  benevolent 
guests  were  devouring  their  supper,  Mohammed  el 
Tiinsi  called  me  and  Overweg  aside,  and  informed  us 
that  we  were  threatened  with  great  danger  indeed, 
these  Hogdr,  as  he  called  them,  having  brought  a 
letter  firom  Nakhniikhen,  authorizing  them  to  collect 
people  in  the  territory  of  the  K61-owi,  and  there  to 
despatch  us  in  such  a  way  that  not  even  a  trace  of 
us  should  be  found,  but  not  to  touch  us  so  long,  as 
we  were  within  the  confines  of  the  Azkdr. 

I  was  convinced  that  this  account,  so  far  as  it  re- 
garded Nakhniikhen,  was  an  absurd  fiction  of  our 
persecutors;  and  I  tried  to  persuade  our  servant 
to  this  effect.  When  he  returned  from  us  to  the 
caravan,  a  council  of  war  was  held,  and  a  resolu- 
tion passed,  that  if  a  number  of  from  twenty  to 
thirty  people  came  to  attack  us  they  would  under- 
take  to  defend  us,  but  if  we  should  be  threatened  by 
a  more  numerous  host  they  would  try  to  make  a 
compromise  by  yielding  up  a  part  of  our  goodsc  In 
consequence  of  this  resolution,  all  possible  warlike 
preparations  were  made  once  more,  and  B6ro  deli- 
vered another  speech ;  but  it  seemed  rather  irrecon- 
cilable with  such  a  state  of  things,  that  while  we,  as 
well  as  the  Tin;^lkum,  brought  all  our  camels  close 
to  our  tents  at  an  early  hour,  the  K61-owi  left  theirs 
out  the  whole  night.  Perhaps,  being  natives  of  the 
country,  they  did  not  expect  that  the  freebooters 
would  seize  their  animals. 

VOL.   I.  X 
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Be  this  as  it  may,  great  anxiety  arose  when  early 
in  the  morning  it  was  found  that  the  camels  were 
gone ;  and  when  day  broke,  our  guests  of  last  night, 
who  had  stolen  away  before  midnight,  were  seen 
riding  down  from  the  rocky  ridge  on  the  south,  and 
with  a  commanding  air  calling  the  principal  men  of 
the  caravan  to  a  council.  Then  followed  the  scenes 
which  Mr.  Kichardson  has  so  graphically  described. 

I  will  only  mention  that  B6ro  Serki-n-turdwa, 
sword  in  hand,  led  us  on  with  great  energy.  He 
called  me  to  keep  close  to  him;  and  I  think  that 
now  (when  we  had  atoned  for  the  neglect  with  which 
he  had  been  treated  by  us,  by  assuring  him  that  we 
were  convinced  of  his  high  position  and  influence 
in  the  country)  he  had  the  honest  intention  to  protect 
us.  Of  the  Tin;^lkum  only  our  faithful  Miisa  and 
the  amiable  young  Slimdn  adhered  to  us,  and,  of  the 
other  people,  the  Tawdti  and  Mohammed  e'  Sfaksi, 
although  the  latter  trembled  with  fear,  and  was 
as  pale  as  death ;  Yusuf  Mukni  remained  behind. 
Fdraji  on  this  occasion  behaved  with  great  courage, 
and  bravely  challenged  the  enemy.  What  frightened 
the  latter  most  were  the  bayonets  on  our  guns,  as 
they  saw  that,  after  having  received  our  fire,  they 
would  not  yet  have  done  with  us,  but  would  still 
have  a  weapon  to  encounter  at  least  as  formidable 
as  their  own  spears. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  protested  that  he  was 
only  come  against  us  as  Christians,  all  sympathy  for 
us  ceased  in  the  caravan.      All  expected   that  we 
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would  become  Moslemin  without  great  difficulty ;  and 
our  servant  Mohammed,  when  we  rejected  this  con- 
dition as  an  impossibility,  immediately  relapsed  into 
his  ordinary  impudence,  laughing  in  our  faces  be- 
cause, forsooth,  we  were  so  absurd  as  still  to  think  of 
some  other  expedient.  This  clever  but  spoiled  young- 
ster was  a  proteg^  of  the  British  consulate  in  Tunis. 

At  length  all  seemed  to  be  settled.  The  whole 
host  of  the  enemy,  besides  its  rich  booty,  had  been 
treated  with  an  enormous  quantity  of  mohamsa; 
and  we  had  repeatedly  been  assured  that  now  we 
might  be  certain  of  reaching  the  chief  A'nnur's 
residence  without  any  further  disturbance,  when 
the  little  A'nnur,  a  man  of  honest  but  mild  cha- 
racter,  came  to  beg  us  most  earnestly  to  be  on  our 
guard,  lest  behind  the  rocks  and  ridges  there  might 
still  be  some  persons  in  ambush.  At  length  we 
left  this  inhospitable  place;  but  we  were  far  from 
being  at  ease,  for  it  was  clear  that  there  was  still 
a  cloud  on  the  horizon,  which  might  easily  gather  to 
anoth^  storm. 

After  a  short  march  we  encamped  in  a  small  valley 
without  pitching  our  tents.  The  Merdbet  who  had 
accompanied  and  sanctioned  the  expedition  against 
us  was  now  in  our  company ;  and  that  was  thought 
to  be  the  best  means  of  preventing  any  further 
molestation.  This  man,  as  I  made  out  afterwards, 
was  no  other  than  Ibrahim  Aghd-batiire  (the  son  of 
Hdj  Beshir,  a  well*known  and  influential  person  set* 
tied  in  Ferwdn,  or  IferwAn),  who,  in  consequence  of 
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these  proceedings,  was  afterwards  punished  severely 
by  the  sultan  of  A'gades.  With  Aghd-batiire  himself 
I  met  accidentally  at  a  later  period,  in  1853,  near 
Zinder,  when  he  was  greatly  astonished  to  see  me 
still  alive,  notwithstanding  all  the  hardships  I  had 
gone  through.  B6ro,  who  passed  the  evening  with 
him  in  reading  the  Kurdn,  treated  him  hospitably  — 
with  Mr.  Richardson's  mohamsa. 

Monday,  After  a  march  of  three  miles  and  a  half, 
August  26th.  having  asccudcd  a  little,  we  obtidned  a 
clear  view  of  the  great  mountain-mass  which,  lying 
between  Tidik  on  the  north  and  Tin-tagh-od6  on  the 
west.,  seems  not  to  be  marked  with  a  collective  proper 
name,  although  it  is  very  often  called  by  the  people 
Mount  Absen.*  But  I  cannot  say  whether  this 
name,  which  is  the  old  G6ber  name  for  the  whole 
country  called  by  the  Berbers  Air,  belonged  ori- 
ginally only  to  these  mountains,  or  whether  it  is  now 
given  to  them  merely  on  account  of  their  being  the 
conspicuous  elevation  of  the  country  so-named,  to 
people  coming  from  the  north  ;  for  this,  according 
to  the  unanimous  statement  of  the  E41-owi,  is  the 
frontier  of  Suddn,  to  which  neither  Tdghajit  nor  even 
Tldik  belongs.  The  Tawdrek,  it  would  seem,  have  no 
indigenous  proper  name  for  Suddn  (properly  Beled 
e'  suddn)  or  Negroland ;  most  of  them  call  it  Agiis 

*  Absen  and  Asben  are  used  indiscriminatelj,  though  a  ba- 
Haushe,  or  H&usa  man,  will  always  saj  Asben,  ba-Asbenchi, 
Aisbendwa,  while  the  native  half-castes  will  prefer  the  other  form 
— Absen,  Absendwa. 
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(the  south).  Nevertheless  Tekrdr  seems  to  be  an 
ancient  Libyan  name  for  Negroland. 

A  remarkable  peak  called  T^ngik  or  Timge  towers 
over  this  mountain-mass,  being,  according  to  the 
intelligent  old  chief  A'nnur  (who  ought  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  his  own  country),  the  most  elevated 
point  in  the  whole  country  of  Air.  Unfortunately 
our  situation  in  the  country  was  such  that  we  could 
not  think  of  exploring  this  very  interesting  northern 
barrier,  which  must  be  supposed  to  possess  many 
beautiful  glens  and  valleys. 

But  we  were  still  at  some  distance  from  these 
picturesque  mountains,  and  had  to  cross  a  very 
rugged  and  dreary  waste,  where,  however,  we  caught 
sight  of  the  first  ostrich  as  yet  seen  on  our  journey. 
We  encamped  at  length  in  a  shallow  valley  devoid  of 
any  interesting  features. 

During  the  night,  while  I  was  on  the  first  watch, 
walking  round  the  encampment  of  the  caravan,  it 
struck  me  that  at  one  end  of  it,  beyond  the  K61-owi, 
a  small  party  was  separately  encamped.  When  I  went 
there  the  first  time,  all  was  quiet ;  but  a  little  after 
eleven  o'clock  (for  in  general,  on  such  a  journey, 
everyone  lies  down  at  an  early  hour),  hearing  a 
noise  on  that  side,  and  turning  thither,  I  saw.  two 
armed  Tawdrek  saddle  their  mehara,  and  make  off 
in  the  gloom  of  night.  From  this  circumstance  I 
concluded  that  something  was  still  going  on  against 
us ;  but  as  it  appeared  useless  to  make  an  alarm,  I 
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only  took  the  precaution  to  put  Overweg,  who  suc- 
ceeded me  on  the  watch,  upon  his  guard. 

Tnesdmy,         Wc  Started  at  a  very  early  hour ;  but 
Aagurt  27th.  fQ^mj^t^jy  ^jj^  mooulight  was  so  clear  and 

beautiiul  that  I  was  not  interrupted  for  a  moment  in 
marking  down  all  the  features  of  the  country — at 
least  along  our  route,  for  our  situation  was  now  too 
precarious  to  allow  of  our  observing  angles  to  fix 
the  exact  position  of  mountains  lying  at  some  dis- 
tance from  us. 

The  road  in  general  continued  rugged  for  the  first 
six  miles,  and  formed  at  times  very  difficult  passes ; 
but,  notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  the  whole  cara« 
van  kept  as  close  together  as  possible,  and  so  frus* 
trated  the  plans  of  our  persecutors,  who,  as  we  con- 
cluded from  the  appearance  of  several  Mehdra  in  the 
distance,  intended  to  attack  us  on  the  road,  if  occasion 
ofiered.  There  are  two  roads,  the  easternmost  of 
which  passes  further  on  through  a  remarkable  gorge 
in  the  mountains,  which  we  had  for  a  long  time 
ahead  of  us.  Here,  where  we  turned  off  with  a 
westerly  deviation,  beautiful  white  marble,  but  slightly 
weather-worn  on  the  surface,  appeared  between  the 
nodules  of  granite  and  gneiss,  while  on  our  right  we 
had  a  rocky  ridge  called  Itsa,  the  crest  of  which  was 
indented  in  a  most  remarkable  way.  Further  on, 
where  for  a  while  we  entered  on  a  gravelly  soil,  the 
whole  ground  was  covered  with  fresh  footsteps  of 
camels  and  men ;  and  there  was  not  the  least  doubt 
that  another  host  was  gathering  against  us. 
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Mount  Kadamm^IIet  with  its  tapering  double  peak, 
at  a  greater  distance  in  the  west,  formed  an  in- 
teresting object,  while  the   country  was  gradually 


improving.  While  turning  round  the  lower  offshoots 
of  the  large  mountain-mass  which  we  had  now  ap- 
proached, we  entered  a  rather  narrow  but  very  rich 
valley  adorned  with  most  luxuriant  talha-trees  com- 
pletely enwrapped  and  bound  together  by  creepers, 
while  the  ground  was  richly  clothed  with  herbage. 
This  is  the  valley  of  Tidik ;  the  village  of  that  name, 
which  is  situated  in  a  recess  of  the  mountains  on  our 
left,  remained  invisible.  It  is  said  to  consist  of  huts 
formed  of  a  kind  of  long  dry  grass,  and  therefore 
makes  some  approach  to  the  fashion  of  Suddn ;  these 
huts  are  called  tdghamt,  or  tdramt,  by  the  Southern 
Im68hagh.  But  at  present  the  village  was  desolate, 
all  the  inhabitants,  the  E^l-tidik  (people  of  Tidik) 
having  gone  for  a  while  to  the  fine  vaUeys  in  the 
west,  which  appear  to  be  richer  than  those  to  the 
east. 

Further  on  we  crossed  the  bed  of  a  considerable 
torrent,  the  valley  terminating  in  a  narrow  passage 
which,  though  generally  considered  as  the  very  en- 
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trance  into  the  region  of  Suddn,  led  us  once  more 
into  a  desolate  rocky  district,  at  times  widening  to 
dry  hollows.  Here  Mount  Kadamm^llet,  of  which 
only  the  double  peak  had  been  previously  visible,  ex- 


hibited to  us  its  ample  flanks.  The  country  became 
so  extremely  rugged  that  we  advanced  but  slowly ; 
and  having  here  received  distinct  information  which 
fully  confirmed  our  apprehension  of  another  pre- 
datory expedition  against  us,  we  marched  in  order 
of  battle.  Thus  we  reached  a  pond  of  rain-water 
in  the  narrow  rugged  hollow  TAroi*,  where  we 
filled  our  water-bags.  We  found  here  several  don- 
keys  of  a  remarkably  fine  breed,  belonging  to  the 
men  who  had  brought  us  the  news. 

The  country  beyond  this  place  became  more  in- 
teresting, and  even  picturesque  at  times,  several  fine 
glens  descending  one  after  the  other  from  the  beauti- 
fully-indented mountains  on  our  left,  which  now  rose 
into  full  view,  as  the  offshoots  had  gradually  receded, 

•  Mr.  Richardson  calls  the  pond  Anamghur;  correctly  perhaps, 
though  I  did  not  hear  it  so  called.  The  name  of  the  valley,  how- 
ever, is  Tirol ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  Anamagh6r,  or 
Anem^hera,  means  in  the  Southern  Berber  dialect,  in  general, 
"  a  watering  place ; "  for  our  halting-place  near  Taghajit  was  also 
called  by  this  name. 
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We  were  only  about  eight  miles  fix)m  SeWfiet, 
where  we  might  expect  to  be  tolerably  safe ;  and  we 
had  not  the  least  doubt  that  we  were  to  sleep  there, 
when  suddenly,  before  noon,  our  old  AzkAr  mddogu 
Awed  el  Kh^r  turned  off  the  road  to  the  right, 
and  chose  the  camping-ground  at  the  border  of 
a  broad  valley  richly  overgrown  with  herbage.  As 
if  moved  by  supernatural  agency,  and  in  ominous 
silence,  the  whole  caravan  followed ;  not  a  word  was 
spoken. 

It  was  then  evident  that  we  were  to  pass  through 
another  ordeal,  which,  according  to  all  appearance, 
would  be  of  a  more  serious  kind  than  that  we  had 
already  undergone.  How  this  plot  was  laid  is  rather 
mysterious;  and  it  can  be  explained  only  by  sup- 
posing that  a  diabolical  conspiracy  was  entered  into 
by  the  various  individuals  of  our  caravan.  Some 
certainly  were  in  the  secret ;  but  A'nnur,  not  less  cer- 
tainly, was  sincere  in  our  interest,  and  wished  us  to 
get  through  safely.  But  the  turbulent  state  of  the 
country  did  not  allow  this  weak,  unenergetic  man  to 
attcun  his  object.  Blackmail  had  been  levied  upon  us 
by  the  frontier-tribes ;  here  was  another  strong  party 
to  be  satisfied,  that  of  the  MerAbetin  or  Anlslimen, 
who,  enjoying  great  influence  in  the  country,  were  in 
a  ceii»in  degree  opposed  to  the  paramount  authority 
of  the  old  chief  A'nnur  in  Tint^llust ;  and  this  man, 
who  alone  had  power  to  check  the  turbulent  spirit 
of  these  wild  and  lawless  tribes,  was  laid  up  with 
sickness.      In   A^gades    there  was  no  sultan,   and 
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several  parties  still  stood  in  opposition  to  each  other, 
while  by  the  great  expedition  against  the  WeUd 
Slimdn,  all  the  warlike  passions  of  the  people  had 
been  awakened,  and  their  cupidity  and  greediness 
for  booty  and  rapine  excited  to  the  utmost  {utch. 
All  these  circumstances  must  be  borne  in  mind,  in 
order  to  form  a  right  view  of  the  manner  in  which 
we  were  sacrificed. 

The  whole  affair  had  a  very  solemn  appearance 
from  the  beginning;  and  it  was  apparent  that  this 
time  there  were  reaUy  other  motives  in  view  be- 
sides that  of  robbing  us.  Some  of  our  companions, 
evidently  thought  that  here,  at  such  a  distance  from 
our  homes  and  our  brethren  in  faith,  we  might  yield 
to  a  more  serious  attack  upon  our  religion,  and 
so  far  were  sincerely  interested  in  the  success  of 
the  proceeding ;  but  whether  they  had  any  accurate 
idea  of  the  fate  that  awaited  us,  whether  we  should 
retain  our  property  and  be  allowed  to  proceed,  I 
cannot  say.  ^E^ut  it  is  probable  that  the  fanatics 
thought  little  of  our  future  destiny  ;  and  it  is  absurd 
to  imagine  that,  if  we  had  changed  our  religion  as 
we  would  a  sutt  of  clothes,  we  should  have  thereby 
escaped  absolute  ruin. 

Our  people,  who  well  knew  what  was  going  on, 
desired  us  to  pitch  only  a  single  tent  for  all  three  oif 
us,  and  not  to  leave  it,  even  though  a  great  many 
people  should  collect  about  us.  The  excitement  and 
anxiety  of  our  friend  A'nnur  had  reached  the  high- 
est pitch.;  and  B<5ro  was  writing  letter  after  letter. 
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Though  a  great  number  of  Merdbetia  had  collected  at 
an  early  hour,  and  a  host  of  other  people  arrived  be* 
fore  sunset,  the  storm  did  not  break  out ;  but  as 
soon  as  all  the  people  of  our  caravan,  arranged  in 
a  long  line  close  to  our  tent,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  most  respected  of  the  Merdbetin  as  Imdm,  had 
finished  their  Mughreb  prayers,  the  calm  was  at  an 
end,  and  the  scene  which  followed  was  awfuL 

Our  own  people  were  so  firmly  convinced  that,  as 
we  stoutly  refused  to  change  our  religion,  though 
only  for  a  day  or  two,  we  should  immediately  suflfer 
death,  that  our  servant  Mohammed,  as  well  as 
Mukni,  requested  us  most  urgently  to  testify,  in 
writing,  that  they  were  innocent  of  our  blood.  Mr. 
Richardson  himself  was  far  from  being  sure  that  the 
sheikhs  did  not  mean  exactly  what  they  said.  Our 
servants,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  caravan,  had  left  us 
with  the  plain  declaration  that  nothing  less  than 
certain  death  awaited  us ;  and  we  were  sitting 
silently  in  the  tent,  with  the  inspiring  conscious^ 
ness  of  going  to  our  fate  in  a  manner  worthy  alike 
of  our  religion  and  of  the  nation  in  whose  name 
we  were  travelling  among  these  barbarous  tribes, 
when  Mr.  Richardson  interrupted  the  silence  which 
prevailed,  with  these  words :  —  "  Let  us  talk  a  little. 
We  must  die ;  what  is  the  use  of  sitting  so  mute  ?  " 
For  some  minutes  death  seemed  really  to  hover  over 
our  heads ;  but  the  awful  moment  passed  by.  We 
had  been  discussing  Mr.  Richardson's  last  propositions 
for  an  attempt  to  escape  with  our  lives,  when,  as  a 
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forerunner  of  tlie  official  messenger,  the  benevolent 
and  kind-hearted  Slimdn  rushed  into  our  tent,  and 
with  the  most  sincere  sympathy  stammered  out  the 
few  words,  "  You  are  not  to  die." 

The  amount  of  the  spoil  taken  from  us  was  regu* 
lated  by  the  sum  which  we  had  paid  to  our  K^l-owf 
escort,  the  party  concerned  presuming  that  they  had 
just  the  same  demands  upon  us  as  our  companions* 
The  principal,  if  not  the  only,  actors  in  this  affair, 
were  the  MerAbetin;  and  A'nnur  the  chief  of  Tin- 
t^Uust  ^terwards  stated  to  us  that  it  was  to  them  we 
hiad  to  attribute  all  our  losses  and  mishaps.  There 
was  also  just  at  this  period  a  young  shenf  from  Me- 
dina at  Tin-tagh-od6,  with  whom  we  afterwards  came 
into  intimate  relations,  and  who  confessed  to  us  that 
he  had  contributed  his  part  to  excite  the  hatred 
of  the  people  against  the  Christian  intruders.  Ex- 
perienced travellers  have  very  truly  remarked  that 
this  sort  of  sherffs  are  at  the  bottom  of  every  in- 
trigue. To  the  honour  of  B<5ro  Serki-n-turdwa,  I 
have  to  state  that  he  was  ashamed  of  the  whole  affair, 
and  tried  to  protect  us  to  the  best  of  his  power,  al- 
though in  the  beginning  he  had  certainly  done  all 
that  he  could  to  bring  us  into  difficulties^ 

It  was  one  of  the  defects  of  the  expedition,  that 
our  merchandise,  instead  of  comprising  a  few  valu- 
able things,  was  for  the  most  part  composed  of 
worthless  bulky  objects,  and  that  it  made  all  the 
people  believe  that  we  were  carrying  with  us  enor- 
mous wealth,  while  the  whole  value  of  our  things 
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scarcely  amounted  to  two  hundred  pounds.  We  had 
hesides  about  ten  large  iron  cases  filled  with  dry 
biscuit,  but  which  all  the  ignorant  people  believed  to 
be  crammed  with  money.  The  consequence  was  that 
the  next  morning,  when  all  the  claims  had  at  length 
been  settled,  and  we  wanted  to  move  on,  there  was 
still  great  danger  that  the  rabble,  which  had  not  yet 
dispersed,  would  fall  upon  the  rest  of  our  luggage ; 
and  we  were  greatly  obliged  to  the  Sfiaksi,  who  not 
only  passed  some  of  our  luggage  as  his  own,  but  also 
dashed  to  pieces  one  of  the  iron  cases,  when,  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  simple  people,  instead  of  heaps 
of  dollars,  a  dry  and  tasteless  sort  of  bread  came 
forth  from  the  strong  inclosure. 

Meanwhile  the  persecuted  Christians  had  made  off, 
accompanied  by  some  of  the  K^l-owi ;  and  at  length 
the  whole  caravan  collected  together.  The  valley 
was  here  very  beautiful,  and  having  crossed  some 
smaller  hollows,  we  reached  the  fine  valley  of  Seliifiet, 
rich  in  trees  and  bushes,  but  without  herbage ;  whUe 
at  the  distance  of  less  than  a  mile  on  our  left,  the 
high  peak  of  the  Tlmge  stood  erect.  Towards  the 
west  the  valley  forms  a  deep  gap  behind  a  projecting 
mass  of  granite  blocks ;  and  it  was  here  that  I  met 
again  my  old  acquaintance  from  the  Skid  and  Nubia, 
the  diim-tree  or  Cucifera  Thebatcaj  here  called  gdriba, 
after  the  Hdusa  name  g6reba.  From  the  K^l-owi  I 
could  not  learn  the  proper  Berber  name  of  this  tree  * ; 

*  I  think,  however,  that  the  more  learned  among  them  call  it 
tdgait.    The  palm  tree  is  called  tfishdait. 
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but  the  Western  Iin6shagh  call  it  ak6f.  Even  the 
Capparis  sodata  seems  to  be  called^  by  the  Berber 
conquerors  of  this  country,  only  by  the  Hdusa  name 
abisga,  while  their  western  brethren  call  it  t^hak. 
Besides  the  Cuciferay  or  fan-palm,  there  were  here  also 
a  few  isolated  specimens  of  the  date-palm. 

The  village  of  SeWfiet  itself,  consisting  of  sixty  or 
seventy  grass  huts  of  peculiar  shape,  lies  on  the 
southern  side  of  a  broad  valley  running  here  from 
east  to  west  and  richly  overgrown  with  g6reba% 
abisgas,  and  talha-trees,  but  without  any  grass,  for 
which  the  ground  seems  too  elevated  and  stony.  Our 
camping-ground  also  was  of  this  bare  character,  and 
not  at  all  pleasing ;  it  was  protected  in  the  rear  by 
large  buttresses  of  rock. 

We  had  not  yet  enjoyed  much  tranquillity  and 
security ;  and  we  here  felt  its  want  the  more  keenly, 
as  our  camel-drivers  having  been  hired  only  as  far  as 
this  place,  we  had  henceforth  to  take  charge  of  all 
bur  things  ourselves.  A  large  mob  of  lawless  people 
came  about  us  in  the  course  of  the  night,  howling  like 
hungry  jackals ;  and  we  were  obliged  to  assure  them, 
by  frequent  firing,  that  we  were  on  the  watch.  We 
had  been  obliged  to  leave  our  camels  to  the  care  of 
the  K^l-owf;  but  the  freebooters  having  succeeded 
in  dispersing  the  camels  in  every  direction,  our  friends 
were  unable  in  the  evening  to  collect  either  their  own 
animals  or  ours,  and  in  the  night  they  were  all  driven 
away,  as  we  were  told,  by  the  Merdbetin  themselves, 
who  so  repeatedly  assured  us  of  their  protection. 
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In  the  letters  which  we  sent  to  Europe  during 
our  next  day's  halt  in  this  place^  by  a  caravan  of 
Arabs  and  K^l-owi,  the  largest  part  of  which  was 
already  in  advance,  we  were  unable  to  give  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  account  of  our  progress;  nevertheless 
we  had  made  a  great  step  in  advance,  and  were  justi- 
fied in  hoping  that  we  should  be  able  to  overcome 
whatever  difSculties  might  still  await  us,  and  the 
more  so  as  we  were  now  able  to  place  ourselves  in 
direct  communication  with  the  chief  of  Tint^llust, 
from  whom  we  might  soon  expect  to  receive  an  escort. 

Some  of  the  stolen  camels  having  been     Thnwday, 
recovered,  though  fifteen  were  still  want-    August  29th. 
ing,  we  were  enabled  to  move  from  this  uncomfort- 
able place  the  next  day,  leaving  behind  us,  however, 
the  boat  and  some  other  things,  which  were  valueless 
to  any  but  ourselves. 

Pleased  as  we  were  with  our  onward  movement,  we 
were  still  more  cheered  when  we  observed  in  the  fine 
valley,  which  here  seems  to  bear  the  name  E'rasa, 
or  rather  E'razar*,  some  small  fields  with  a  fresh 
green  crop  of  negro  millet  —  a  delicious  sight  to 
travellers  from  the  desert,  and  the  best  assurance  that 
we  had  entered  cultivable  regions.  The  fields  or 
gardens  were  watered  by  means  of  a  kind  of  khattdra 
of  very  simple  construction, —  a  simple  pole  with  a 
longer  cross  pole,  to  which  the  bucket  is  fastened.  A 
little  further  on,  the  whole  valley  was  clothed  with 

♦  "  E'razar,**  properly  "  ^ghazar,**  means  "the  valley,**  in  gene- 
ral ;  but  nevertheless  here  it  seems  to  be  a  proper  name. 
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fine  wide-spreading  bushes  of  the  abisga  or  Capparis ; 
but  it  soon  narrowed,  while  we  marched  straight  upon 
the  high  pointed  peak  overtowering  Tin-tagh-od^, 
which  forms: an  interesting  object.  The  valley  of 
Seliifiet  seems  to  have  no  connection  with  that  of 
the  latter  place ;  at  least,  the  principal  branch,  along 
which  our  route  lay,  was  entirely  separated  from  it 


by  rocky  ground.  Here  a  broad  gap  dividing  the 
mountain-mass  allows  a  peep  into  the  glens  formed 
by  the  several  ridges  of  which  it  consists,  and  which 
seem  to  rise  to  greater  elevation  as  they  recede.  The 
slope  is  rather  precipitous ;  and  the  general  elevation 
of  this  mountain-mass  seems  scarcely  less  than  3300 
feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  or  about  5000 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

We  soon  descended  again  from  the  rocky  ground 
into  a  hollow  plain  richly  clothed  with  vegetation, 
where,  besides  the  abisga,  the  tunfdfia  or  Asclepiaa 
gigahteuj  which  we  had  entirely  lost  sight  of  since 
leaving  E'geri,  appeared  in  great  abundance.  Here 
also  was  a  new  plant  which  we  had  not  seen  before — 
the  "  dllwot,"  with  large  succulent  leaves  and  a  pretty 
violet  flower.     The  camels  devoured  it  most  eagerly, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Chap.  XIH.  Tm-TAGH-ODi/.  321 

and,  in  the  whole  district  of  A'ir,  preferred  it  to  any 
other  kind  of  food.  It  has  a  great  resemblance  to 
the  poisonous  damankddda,  which  in  Suddn  is  often 
the  cause  of  dangerous  disease,  and  even  of  death,  to 
the  cameL 

After  marching  along  this  valley  for  two  miles,  we 
encamped  on  an  open  space  encircled  with  the  green 
spreading  bushes  of  the  abisga,  a  little  beyond  Tin- 
tagh-od^,  the  village  of  the  ftferabetin  or  Anislimen*, 
which  is  spread  in  a  long  line  over  the  low  offshoots 
of  the  mountain-range,  and  contains  about  a  hundred 
light  huts,  almost  all  of  them  being  made  of  grass 
and  the  leaves  of  the  diim-palm,  a  few  only  being 
built  of  stones. 

Small  as  this  vUlage  is,  it  is  of  very  great  import- 
ance for  the  intercourse  between  Central  Africa  and 
the  northern  region  beyond  the  desert;  for  under 
the  authority  of  these  learned  and  devout  men,  com- 
merce is  carried  on  with  a  security  which  is  really 
surprising,  if  regard  be  had  to  the  wild  and  pre- 
datory habits  of  the  people  around.  As  these  Anisli- 
men belong  to  a  tribe  of  the  K^l-owi,  we  may  infer 
that  their  settlement  here  was  contemporaneous  with 
the  conquest  of  the  country  by  the  latter  tribe,  —  a 


•  "  Anislim "  is  the  term  in  the  Temdshight  language  equiva- 
lent to  the  Arabic  Merabet ;  and  though  it  evidently  has  the  most 
intimate  relation  to  the  word  **  selem  **  (Islam),  meaning  properly 
a  man  professing  Islam,  this  signification  has  been  entirely  lost 
sight  of.  I  was  generally  deemed  and  called  by  the  Western 
Taw4rek  an  Anislim,  because  I  wrote  and  read. 
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conclusion  favoured  by  the  narrative  of  Ebn  Batiita^ 
who  does  not  appear  to  have  found  any  settlements 
in  this  quarter. 

The  Anislimen,  however,  though  they  style  them- 
selves "  devout  men,"  have  not  therefore  relinquished 
all  concern  about  the  things  of  this  world,  but,  on 
the  contrar}',  by  their  ambition,  intrigues,  and  war- 
like proceedings,  exercise  a  great  influence  upon  the 
whole  affairs  of  the  country,  and  have  placed  them-- 
selves,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  in  a  sort  of 
opposition  to  the  powerful  chief  of  Tint^Uust.  Re- 
cently, however,  a  great  calamity  had  befallen  them, 
the  Awelimmiden  (the  "  Surka"  of  Mungo  Park,  the 
dreaded  enemies  of  the  K^l-owi)  having  by  a  sudden 
inroad  carried  away  all  their  camels ;  and  it  may  have 
been  partly  the  desire  to  make  use  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  them  by  the  arrival  of  some  unprotected 
infidels,  to  repair  their  losses  in  some  measure,  which 
made  them  deal  so  hostilely  with  us. 

As  we  encamped,  the  boys  of  the  village  hovered 
around  us  in  great  numbers;  and  while  we  kept  a 
good  look  out  to  prevent  their  pilfering,  we  could  not 
but  admire  their  tall,  well-formed  figures  and  their 
light  colour, — the  best  proof  that  this  little  clan  does 
not  intermarry  with  the  black  race.  They  wore 
nothing  but  a  leathern  apron ;  and  their  hair  was 
shorn  on  the  sides,  leaving  a  crest  in  the  middle. 

When  we  had  made  ourselves  somewhat  comfortable, 
we  were  desirous  of  entering  into  some  traffic  with 
the  people,  in  order  to  replace  our  provisions,  which 
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were  almost  wholly  exhausted ;  but  we  soon  had  reason 
to  be  convinced  how  erroneous  were  the  ideas  which 
we  had  formed  from  reports  as  to  the  cheapness  of 
provisions  in  this  country,  and  that  we  should  have 
very  great  difficulty  in  procuring  even  the  little  that 
was  absolutely  necessary.  Of  butter  and  cheese  we 
were  unable  to  obtain  the  smallest  quantity,  while 
only  very  small  parcels  of  dukhn,  or  gero  (millet 
or  Pennisetum  typhmdeum)^  were  offered  to  us,  and 
greatly  to  our  disadvantage,  as  the  articles  we  had  to 
barter  with,  such  as  bleached  and  unbleached  calico, 
razors,  and  other  things,  were  estimated  at  a  very 
low  rate.  A  common  razor  brought  us  here  ten 
zekka  of  millet,  worth,  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  country,  one  third  of  a  mithkal,  equal  to  333 
kurdi,  or  about  sixpence-halfpenny,  I  learnt  from 
E'meli  that  the  Sakomdren,  a  tribe  of  Im6shagh  pos- 
sessing large  flocks  of  sheep  and  even  much  cattle, 
bring  almost  every  year  a  considerable  supply  of 
butter  to  this  country,  a  statement  which  was  soon 
confirmed  by  my  own  experience. 

The  man  just  mentioned,  who  had  something  ex- 
tremely noble  and  prepossessing  about  him,  was 
about  to  return  to  Ghdt ;  and  I  confided  to  him  a 
letter  for  Europe.  In  all  probability  this  is  the  letter 
which  was  afterwards  found  in  the  desert,  and  was 
brought  by  Nakhntikhen  (the  chief  of  the  Azkdr) 
himself  to  Mr.  Dickson,  Her  Majesty's  agent  in  Gha- 
ddmes,  who  from  its  fate  drew  some  sinister  conclu- 
sions as  to  my  own. 
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Several  other  people  having  left  us,  we  remained  in 
tolerable  quiet  and  repose  the  whole  day ;  but  it  was 
reported  that  the  next  day,  during  which  we  should 
be  obliged  to  stay  here  in  order  to  wait  for  the  resti- 
tution of  our  camels,  there  would  be  a  great  concourse 
of  Mehdra  to  celebrate  a  marriage  in  the  village :  but 
fortunately  the  immense  quantity  of  rain  which  fell 
in  the  whole  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  which  on  the 
1st  of  September  changed  our  valley  into  the  broad 
bed  of  a  rapid  river,  placing  all  our  property  in  the 
utmost  danger,  prevented  this  design  from  being 
executed,  and,  while  it  seemed  to  portend  to  us  a 
new  misfortune,  most  probably  saved  us  from  a 
much  greater  mischief* 

Having  just  escaped  from  the  dangers  arising 
from'  the  fanaticism  and  the  rapacity  of  the  people, 
it  was  a  hard  trial  to  have  to  contend  again  against 
an  element  the  power  of  which,  in  these  border 
regions  of  the  desert,  we  had  been  far  from  appre- 
ciating and  acknowledging.  We  had  no  antecedents 
from  which  to  conclude  the  possibility  that  in  this 
region  a  valley,  more  than  half  a  mile  wide,  might 
be  turned,  in  twenty-four  hours,  into  a  stream  violent 
enough  to  carry  away  the  heaviest  things,  not  ex- 
cepting even  a  strong,  tall  animal  like  the  camel; 
and  it  was  with  almost  childish  satisfaction  that,  in 
the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  we  went  to  look  at  the 
stream,  which  was  just  beginning  to  roll  its  floods 
along.  It  was  then  a  most  pleasant  and  refresh- 
ing sight;   the  next  day   it   became   a   grand   and 
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awful  picture  of  destruction,  which  gave  us  no  faint 
idea  of  a  deluge.  To  the  description  of  the  flood 
itself,  as  it  is  given  by  Mr.  Richardson,  1  shall  not 
add  anything ;  but  I  have  to  mention  the  following 
circumstances,  which  seem  not  to  have  been  placed  in 
their  true  light. 

Half  an  hour  after  midday,  the  waters  began  to 
subside,  and  ceased  to  endanger  our  little  island, 
which,  attacked  on  all  sides  by  the  destructive  fury 
of  an  impetuous  mountain-torrent  swollen  to  the 
dimensions  of  a  considerable  river,  was  fast  crum- 
bling to  pieces,  and  scarcely  afforded  any  longer  space 
enough  to  hold  our  party  and  our  things.  Sud- 
denly, on  the  western  shore,  a  number  of  Mehdra 
were  seen,  while  at  the  same  time  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  Tin-tagh-od6,  in  full  battle-array,  came  from 
the  other  side,  and  formed  themselves  in  regular 
groups,  partly  round  our  hill,  and  partly  opposite  to 
the  Tinylkum.  While  we  looked  with  distrust  upon 
these  preparations,  most  of  our  muskets  having  been 
wetted,  the  mischievous  Mokhammed  approached  our 
hill  and,  addressing  me  with  a  very  significant  and 
malevolent  look,  cried  out,  "  Lots  of  people ! "  The 
previous  afternoon,  when  I  had  requested  him,  while 
squatting  himself  insolently  upon  my  carpet,  to  leave 
this  only  piece  of  comfort  for  my  own  use,  he  threat- 
ened me  in  plain  terms,  and  in  the  coolest  manner, 
that  the  following  night  I  should  lie  on  the  bottom 
of  the  wadi,  and  he  upon  my  carpet.  Not  put  out  by 
his  malice,  though  I  was  myself  rather  doubtful  as  to 
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the  friendly  intentions  of  all  these  people,  I  told  hira 
that  the  Mehdra  were  our  friends  sent  by  the  chief 
A'nnur  as  an  escort  to  conduct  us  safely  to  Tint^Uust. 
With  a  threatening  gesture  he  told  me  I  should  be 
sadly  disappointed,  and  went  away.  Fortunately,  it 
turned  out  that  the  people  mounted  on  camels  were 
really  A'nnur's  escort ;  but  at  the  same  time  a  large 
band  of  robbers  had  collected,  in  order  to  make  a  last 
effort  to  take  possession  of  our  property  before  we 
should  obtain  the  protection  of  A'nnur,  and  only  with- 
drew reluctantly  when  they  saw  that  they  should 
meet  with  a  strong  opposition. 

We  were  then  justified  in  hoping  that  we  had  at 
length  entered  a  harbour  affording  us  a  certain  degree 
of  security ;  and  with  thankful  and  gladdened  hearts 
we  looked  forward  to  our  further  proceedings.  Our 
present  situation,  however,  was  far  from  being  com- 
fortable: almost  all  our  things  were  wet ;  our  tents 
were  lying  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  stream  ; 
and  our  comfortable  and  strong,  but  heavy,  Tripo- 
litan  tent  was  so  soaked  with  water  and  earth,  that 
a  camel  could  scarcely  carry  it.  Leaving  at  length 
our  ill-chosen  camping-ground,  Overweg  and  I  were 
passing  the  principal  torrent  (which  was  still  very 
rapid),  when  the  camels  we  rode,  weakened  by  the 
dreadful  situation  they  had  been  in  the  whole  day, 
were  unable  to  keep  their  feet,  and,  slipping  on 
the  muddy  bottom,  set  us  down  in  the  midst  of  the 
stream.  Soaked  and  barefoot,  having  lost  my  shoes, 
I  was  glad  to  reach  in  the  dark  the  new  encamp- 
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inent  which  had  been  chosen  on  the  elevated  rocky 
ground  a  little  beyond  the  border  of  the  valley. 
Our  beds  were  in  the  most  cheerless  condition,  and 
in  an  unhealthy  climate  would  certainly  have  been 
productive  of  bad  consequences.  A'ir,  however,  in 
every  respect  may  be  called  the  Switzerland  of  the 
desert. 

Fortunately  the  weather  on  the  following  morning 
cleared  up,  and,  although  the  sun  came  forth  only 
now  and  then,  a  fresh  wind  was  very  favourable  for 
drpng ;  and  it  was  pleasant  to  see  one  thing  after 
another  resume  a  comfortable  appearance.  The  whole 
encampment  seemed  to  be  one  large  drying-ground. 

Having  recovered  a  little  from  the  uncomfortable 
state  in  which  we  had  passed  the  night,  we  went  to 
pay  a  visit  to  the  principal  men  of  our  new  escort,  who 
had  seated  themselves  in  a  circle,  spear  in  hand, 
with  their  leader  Hdmma  (a  son-in-law  of  the  chief 
A'nnur)  in  the  midst  of  them.  Entire  strangers  as 
both  parties  were  to  each  other,  and  after  the  many 
mishaps  we  had  gone  through,  and  the  many  false 
reports  which  must  have  reached  these  men  about  our 
character,  the  meeting  could  not  fail  to  be  somewhat 
cool.  We  expressed  to  the  leader  our  sincere  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  service  which  the  chief  A'nnur 
had  rendered  us,  and  begged  him  to  name  us  to 
such  of  his  companions  as  were  related  to  the 
chief.  On  this  occasion  Mohammed,  the  chief's 
cousin,  who  afterwards  became  a  great  friend  of 
mine,  made  himself  remarkable  by  his  pretensions 
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and  arrogance.  They  were  all  of  them  tolerably 
good-looking ;  but  they  were  not  at  all  of  the  same 
make  as  the  Azkdr  and  the  people  living  near  the 
border  of  A'lr.  They  were  blacker,  and  not  so  tall, 
and,  instead  of  the  austere  and  regular  northern 
features,  had  a  rounder  and  more  cheerful,  though 
less  handsome  expression  of  countenance.  Their 
dress  also  was  more  gay,  several  of  them  wearing 
light-blue,  instead  of  the  melancholy-looking  dark- 
blue  tobes. 

At  about  ten  o'clock  we  at  length  moved  on,  and 
chose  the  western  of  the  two  roads,  leading  hence  to 
Tint^Uust,  by  way  of  FcSdet ;  the  eastern  one  passes 
through  T^o  and  Tdni.  Leaving  the  large  green 
valley  of  Tin-tagh-od6  on  our  left,  we  kept  on  more 
uneven  ground,  passing  some  smaller  glens,  till  we 
reached  the  commencement  of  the  fine  broad  valley 
F<Sdet,  and  encamped  near  the  cliffs  bordering  its 
eastern  side.  Here  the  water,  rushing  down  from 
the  rocks  in  a  sort  of  cascade,  had  formed  a  pond, 
which,  however,  was  not  destined  to  remain  long. 
Tuesday.  Sep-  ^^  made  a  very  interesting  march  through 
tembe^srd.  g^  country  marked  with  bold  features,  and 
showing  itself  in  more  than  one  respect  capable  of 
being  the  abode  of  man.  Turning  away  from  the 
eastern  border,  we  kept  more  along  the  middle  of  the 
valley,  till  we  reached  the  most  picturesque  spot, 
where  it  divided  into  two  branches,  the  eastern  of 
which,  bordered  by  several  imposing  mountain-spurs, 
presented  a  very  interesting  perspective,  of  which  the 
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accompanying  sketch,  drawn  as  it  was  on  the  back  of 
my  camel,  will  give  only  a  faint  idea. 


The  whole  bottom  of  the  valley,  where,  the  day 
before  yesterday,  a  mighty  torrent  had  been  foaming 
along,  was  now  glittering  with  fragments  of  minerals. 
We  then  passed  the  ruins  of  some  houses  carried 
away  by  the  floods,  and  met  further  on  a  little  troop 
of  asses  laden  with  ^neli.*  Our  whole  caravan  was  in 
good  spirits ;  and  our  escort,  in  order  to  give  us  a 
specimen  of  their  horsemanship,  if  I  may  so  call  it, 

♦  E'neli,  \j\  —  dukhn — is  a  word  several  times  mentioned  by 
the  learned  traveller  £bn  Batuta  in  his  Travels,  where  it  has 
not  been  understood  by  the  translators.  See  Journal  Asiatique, 
1843,  s^rie  iv.  torn  i.  pp.  188. 191.  200.  At  p.  194.  he  describes 
the  favourite  beverage  dakno,  made  of  this  corn. 
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got  up  a  race,  which,  as  may  be  readily  imagined, 
proved  a  very  awkward  affair.  Two  or  three  of  the 
riders  were  thrown  off;  and  the  sport  soon  came  to 
an  end.  The  swift  camel  is  excellent  for  trotting, 
but  it  can  never  excel  in  a  gallop. 

In  our  ascent  we  had  reached  very  considerable 
mountain-masses  on  our  right,  when  some  of  our  old 
companions,  who  had  come  with  us  from  Ghdt, 
separated  from  us,  in  order  to  go  to  their  village 
Tiingadu.  Among  these  was  A'kshi,  a  very  modest 
and  quiet  man,  who  alone  of  all  these  people  had 
never  begged  from  me  even  the  merest  trifle,  though 
he  gave  me  some  information,  and  I  might  have 
learnt  much  more  from  him  if  I  had  seen  him  more 
frequently.  But  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with 
him  again  at  a  later  period. 

The  country  here  became  very  mountainous,  and 
the  ascent  steep,  till  we  reached  a  valley  called  by 
some  of  the  K^l-owi  the  upper  course  of  the  valley 
of  Tintellust.  Having  reached  the  crest  of  the  ele- 
vation, we  began  to  descend,  first  gradually  along 
smaller  valleys,  afterwards  more  steeply  into  a  deep 
ravine,  while  in  the  distance  towards  the  south-west, 
above  the  lower  hills,  a  ridge  of  considerable  eleva- 
tion became  visible.  Gradually  the  ravine  widened, 
and  became  clothed  with  fine  herbage.  Here,  to  our 
great  disappointment,  the  little  A'nnur,  Didi,  Fdrreji, 
and  several  of  the  Tin^lkum  (among  them  the  in- 
telligent and  active  Ibrahim)  left  us  in  order  to  reach 
their  respective  residences. 
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Of  course  A'nnur  ought  to  have  seen  us  safe  to 
the  chief's  residence ;  but,  being  without  energy,  he 
allowed  our  new  companions,  with  whom  we  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  become  acquainted,  to  extort  from  us 
what  they  could,  as  the  Fade-ang  and  the  Anisli- 
men  had  done  before.  Keeping  along  some  smaller 
valleys,  we  reached,  about  noon,  a  considerable  pond 
of  rain-water,  where  I  watered  my  thirsty  camel. 
Almost  all  the  smaller  valleys  through  which  we 
passed  incline  towards  the  west. 

Much  against  our  wish,  we  encamped,  a  little  after 
three  o'clock  p.m.,  in  a  widening  of  the  valley  Afis, 
near  the  southern  cliflfs  (which  had  a  remarkably 
shattered  appearance),  there  being  a  well  at  some  little 
distance.  We  had  scarcely  encamped  when  a  trouble- 
some scene  was  enacted,  in  the  attempt  to  satisfy  our 
escort,  the  men  not  being  yet  acquainted  with  us, 
and  making  importunate  demands.  But  there  was 
more  turmoil  and  disturbance  than  real  harm  in  it ; 
and  though  half  of  the  contents  of  a  bale  of  mine  were 
successfully  carried  off  by  the  turbulent  Mohammed, 
and  a  piece  of  scarlet  cloth  was  cut  into  numberless 
small  shreds  in  the  most  wanton  manner,  yet  there 
was  not  much  to  complain  of,  and.  it  was  satisfac- 
tory to  see  Hdmma  (A'nnur^s  son-in-law,  and  the 
chief  of  the  escort)  display  the  greatest  energy  in  his 
endeavours  to  restore  what  was  forcibly  taken. 

We  were  glad  when  day  dawned ;  but    ^^n^^ 
with  it  came  very  heavy  rain,  which  had  September  4th. 
been  portended  last  night  by  thickly  accumulated 
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clouds  and  by  lightning.  Rain  early  in  the  morning 
seems  to  be  rather  a  rare  phenomenon,  as  well  in 
this  country  as  all  over  Central  Africa*,  if  it  be  not 
in  continuation  of  the  previous  night's  rain ;  and 
it  was  probably  so  on  this  occasion,  rain  having 
fallen  during  the  whole  night  in  the  country  around 
us. 

Having  waited  till  the  rain  seemed  to  have  a  little 
abated,  we  started  at  seven  o'clock,  in  order  to  reach 
the  residence  of  the  powerful  chief  A'nnur,  in  whose 
hands  now  lay  the  whole  success  of  the  expedition. 
Though  all  that  we  had  heard  about  him  was  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  us  with  confidence  in  his  personal  cha- 
racter, yet  we  could  not  but  feel  a  considerable  degree 
of  anxiety. 

Soon  emerging  from  the  valley  of  Afis,  we  ascended 
rocky  ground,  over  which  we  plodded,  while  the  rain 
poured  down  upon  us  with  renewed  violence,  till  we 
reached  the  commencement  of  another  valley,  and  a 
little  further,  on  its  northern  side,  the  small  village 
Sdrara,  or  Asdrara,  divided  into  two  groups,  between 
which  we  passed.  We  then  crossed  low  rocky  ground 
intersected  by  many  small  beds  of  torrents  descend- 
ing from  the  mountains  on  our  left,  which  rise  to 
a  considerable  elevation.  All  these  channels  in- 
cline towards  the  south,  and  are  thickly  clothed  with 
bushes. 

It  was  half-past  nine  o'clock,  the  weather  having  now 

*  In  raanj  parts  of  India^^  just  the  contrary  seems  to  occur. 
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cleared  up,  when  we  entered  the  valley  of  Tint^Uust*, 
forming  a  broad  sandy  channel,  bare  of  herbage,  and 
only  lined  with  bushes  along  its  border.  On  the  low 
rocky  projections  on  its  eastern  side  lay  a  little  vil- 
lage, scarcely  discernible  from  the  rocks  around ;  it 
was  the  long  and  anxiously  looked-for  residence  of 
the  chief  E'  Niir  or  A'nnur.  Our  servants  saluted 
it  with  a  few  rounds.  Leaving  the  village  on  the 
eastern  border  of  the  sandy  bed,  we  went  a  little 
further  to  the  south,  keeping  close  to  the  low  rocky 
projection  on  our  right,  at  the  foot  of  which  was 
the  little  tebki  or  water-pond,  and  encamped  on 
a  sand-hill  rising  in  a  recess  of  the  rocky  offshoots, 
and  adorned  at  its  foot  with  the  beautiful  green 
and  widely-spreading  bushes  of  the  Capparis  sodata^ 
while  behind  was  a  charming  little  hollow  with  luxu- 
riant talha-trees.  Over  the  lower  rocky  ground  rose 
Mount  Tundn,  while  towards  the  south  the  ma- 
jestic mountain-group  of  Biinday  closed  the  view.  As 
for  the  prospect  over  the  valley  towards  the  village, 


*  It  will  be  well  to  say  a  few  words  about  this  name^  as  the 
way  in  which  I  write  it  has  been  made  the  subject  of  criticism. 
Tin-t^llust  means  "  (the  valley)  with  or  of  the  t^llust ;  "  **  tin  "  is 
the  pronoun  expressing  possession,  and  exactly  corresponds  with 
the  Western  Arabic  clx«»     I*  's  ^^  ^^^y  frequent  occurrence,  as 

well  in  names  of  localities  as  of  tribes,  and  even  of  men,  such  as 
Tin-Yerdtan,  son  of  Wasemb^,  the  celebrated  King  of  Audaghost. 
"  Tellust "  is  the  feminine  form  of  "  ellus,"  the  feminine  Berber 
nouns  having  the  peculiarity  of  not  only  beginning  with  tj  but 
often  ending  with  it  likewise.  (Newman,  in  Zeitscbrift  fur  Kunde 
des  Morgenlandes,  1845,  vol.  vi.  p.  275.) 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

ETHNOGRAPHICAL  RELATIONS  OF  MVL 

The  name  A'lr,  exactly  as  it  is  written  and  pro- 
nounced by  the  natives  at  the  present  day,  first 
occurs  in  the  description  of  Leo,  which  was  written 
in  1526.*  The  country  Kdher,  mentioned  by  the 
traveller  Ebn  Batiitaf  on  his  home-journey  from 
Tekddda  by  way  of  the  wells  of  Asiu,  is  evidently 
somewhere  hereabouts,  but  seems  rather  to  denote  the 
region  a  few  days'  journey  west  from  Tint^Uust,  and 
to  be  identical  with  the  "  Ghir  "  of  Leo  J,  though  this 

*  Leo  Africanus,  Descrizione  dell' Africa,  i.  c.  6 :  "  E  Air^  diserto 
ancora  esse,  ma  nomato  dalla  bontk  dell'  aere."  This  derivation  of 
the  name  is  manifestly  apocryphal.     Comp.  1.  vi.  cc.  55,  56. 

f  Ebn  Batuta's  Travels,  ed.  Lee,  p.  45.  Compare  Journal 
Asiatique,  1843,  p.  237. 

}  Leo,  1.  vi.  c.  55.  Ebn  Batuta  counts  seventy  days'  march 
from  Tekddda  to  Tawdt,  or  rather  Biida.  Now  we  shall  see  that 
Tek4dda  is  situated  three  days  south-west  from  A^gades,  while, 
from  what  the  traveller  says  about  the  place  where  the  road  to 
Egypt  separated  from  that  to  Taw&t,  it  is  evident  that  he  went  by 
Asiu,  or  rather  that  the  place  just  mentioned  was  identical  with 
Asiu.  Asiu,  then,  forty  days  from  Taw&t^  was  thirty  days  from 
Tek4dda ;  E!&her,  therefore,  being  distant  eighteen  days  from  Asiu, 
was  twelve  days  from  Tekddda,  and  was  somewhere  between  the 
parallels  of  Selufiet  and  Tint^Uust,  but  rather,  as  we  see  from  the 
sterile  character  of  the  country  through  which  he  travelled,  and 
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extended  more  to  the  S.W.  The  name  being  written 
by  the  Arabs  with  an  h  (Ahir),  most  historical  geo- 
graphers  have  erroneously  concluded  that  this  is  the 
true  indigenous  form  of  the  name.* 

A'ir,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be  the  original 
name  of  the  country,  but  seems  to  have  been  intro- 
duced by  the  Berber  conquerors,  the  former  name 
being  Asben  or  Absen,  as  it  is  still  called  by 
the  black  and  the  mixed  population.  Asben  was 
formerly  the  country  of  the  G6berd\va,  the  most 
considerable  and  noble  portion  of  the  Hdusa  nation, 
which  does  not  seem  to  belong  to  the  pure  Negro 
races,  but  to  have  originally  had  some  relationship 
with  North  Africa ;  and  from  this  point  of  view 
the  statement  of  Sultan  Bello  cannot  be  regarded 
as  absurd,  when  in  the  introduction  to  his  historical 
work  on  the  conquests  of  the  Fiilbe,  "  Infdk  el  misiiri 
fi  fat  hah  el  Tekriiri,"  he  calls  the  people  of  G6ber 
Copts f,  though  only  one  family  is  generally  con- 
sidered by  the  learned  men  of  the  country  as  of 
foreign  origin. 

The  capital  of  this  kingdom  of  Asben,  at  least  since 
the  16th  century,  was  Tin-shamdn,  at  present  a  \dllage 

from  the  situation  of  Tekddda,  in  the  more  barren  district  to  the 
west.     About  Tekddda  I  shall  have  to  spenk  further  on. 

*  The  Tawdrek,  as  well  the  Kdl-owi  as  all  the  other  tribes, 
constantly  write  A  ^'    (A'ir) ;  and  the  reason  why  the  Arabs  write 

k\  is  simply  to  avoid  the  obscenity  of  ^^^  {yeretrum). 

f  Denham  and  Clapperton's  Traveb,  vol.  ii.  p.  162. 
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a  little  to  the  west  of  the  road  from  Adderas  to  A'gades, 
and  about  twenty  miles  from  the  latter  place.  The 
name  is  evidently  a  Berber  one*;  and  the  Berber 
influence  is  still  more  evident  from  the  fact  that  a 
portion,  at  least,  of  the  population  of  the  town  were 
Masdfa,  a  well  known  Berber  tribe  who  in  former 
times  were  the  chief  guides  on  the  road  from  Sejil- 
v(^6aeL  to  Wal^ta.f  Be  this  as  it  may,  several  learned 
men,  inhabitants  of  this  place,  are  mentioned  by  the 
native  historians  of  Negroland,  which  shows  that 
there  existed  in  it  some  degree  of  comparative  civili- 
zation. In  the  middle  of  the  14th  century  not  only 
Tekddda  but  even  Kdhlr  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Berbers,  as  we  see  from  Batiita's  narrative ;  and  this 
eminent  traveller  mentions  a  curious  custom  with 
regard  to  the  Berber  prince,  whom  he  styles  El 
G6rgeri,  or  Teg^rgeriJ,  which  even  at  the  present 
moment  is  in  full  operation  in  this  country,  viz., 
that  the  succession  went  not  to  his  own  sons,  but  to 

*  I  have  spoken  about  the  word  ^^  tin  **  before.  I  have  strong 
reason  for  supposing  that  the  original  name  of  the  place  was 
Ansam&Q. 

I  Ebn  Battita,  Journal  Asiatique,  1843,  s4rie  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  188.; 
Coolej,  Negroland,  p.  17. 

X  It  seems  to  be  the  title  of  his  kingdom,  so  that  we  may 
translate  it  rather  "the  ruler  of  Kerker**  or  Grerger.  See  Cooley, 
p.  107.,  who  first  pointed  out  that  Kerker  was  not  a  mere  cleri- 
cal error  for  Kadkaii.  But  what  this  learned  gentleman  sajs  at 
p.  109.  is  based  upon  wrong  information,  there  being  no  such 
town  as  Bimi-n-Gurgar  in  H4usa.  The  real  name  of  the  place 
is  G6ga.  It  is  also  impossible  that  the  name  G6rgeri  can  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  pagan  tribe  Ker^ker^. 

VOL.   I.  Z 
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his  sister's  sons.''*  This  remarkable  fact  is  a  certain 
proof  that  it  was  not  a  pure  Berber  state,  but  rather  a 
Berber  dominion  ingntfted  upon  a  Negro  population, 
exactly  as  was  the  case  in  his  time  in  Waldta.  Leo, 
who  first  calls  the  country  by  its  present  Berber 
name  A^ir,  states  also  expressly  that  it  was  then 
occupied  by  Tawdrek.  "Targa  populo;''f  and  we 
learn  also  from  him  that  the  ruler  of  A'gades  (a  town 
first  mentioned  by  him)  was  likewise  a  Berber  J  :  so 
that  it  might  seem  as  if  the  state  of  the  country 
at  that  time  was  pretty  nearly  the  same  as  it  is  now ; 
but  such  was  not  the  case. 

The  name  of  the  K61-owf  is  not  mentioned  either 
by  Leo  or  any  other  writer  before  the  time  of 
Homeman,  who,  before  he  set  out  from  Fezzdn  on 
his  journey  to  Bornu,  obtained  some  very  perspicuous 
information  §  about  these  people,  as  well  as  about 
their  country  A'sben.  At  that  time,  before  the  rise 
of  the  FiUbe  under  their  reformer  (el  Jihddi)  0th- 
mdn  the  son  of  F6diye,  it  was  a  powerful  kingdom, 
to  which  G6ber  was  tributary.  From  Homeraan's 
expression  it  would  seem  that  the  K^l-owi  had  con- 
quered the  country  only  at  a  comparatively  recent 
date  II ;  and  this  agrees  perfectly  with  the  results  of 


•  Ebn  Batuta,  p.  237.  t  ^^>  !•  ^i.  c.  56. 

I  Ibid,  i.  c.  10.,  towards  the  end. 

§  Horneman's  Journal,  1802,  p.  109.  fl. 

II  That  was  also  what  Major  Rennell  ooncluded  from  the  tra- 
veller's expression  when  he  says,  p.  181.,  "From  recent  conquest 
it  would  seem,"  &c.    I  think  that  the  K^l-owi  maj  have  formerly 
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my  iaquiries,  from  which  I  conclude  that  it  took 
place  about  a.  d.  1740.  However,  we  have  seen  that 
four  centuries  before  that  time  the  country  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Berbers. 

It  appears  that  the  K^l-owi  are  traceable  from  the 
north-west,  and  the  nobler  part  of  them  belong  to 
the  once  very  powerful  and  numerous  tribe  of  the 
Aur^ghen^  whence  their  dialect  is  called  Auraghiye 
even  at  the  present  day.  Their  name  signifies  ''  the 
people  settled  in  (the  district  or  valley  of)  Owi;" 
for  "  k^l "  is  exactly  identical  with  the  Arabic  word 
dhel,  and  seems  besides  to  be  applied  with  especial 
propriety  to  indicate  the  settled,  in  opposition  to  the 
nomadic  tribes.  For  in  general  the  characteristic  mark 
of  the  Kel-owi  and  their  kinsmen  is,  that  they  live 
in  villages  consisting  of  fixed  and  immovable  huts, 
and  not  in  tents  made  of  skins,  like  the  other  tribes^ 
or  in  movable  huts  made  of  mats,  like  the  Tagd- 
ma  and  many  of  the  Imghdd  of  the  Awelimmiden. 
With  this  prefix  k^l,  may  be  formed  the  name  of  the 
inhabitants  of  any  place  or  country : — Ferwdn,  K61- 
ferwdn;  Bdghzeu,  K^l-bdghzen;  Afelle  (the  north), 
K^l-af(61le,  "  the  people  of  the  north,"  whom  the  Arabs 
in  Timbfiktu  call  A'hel  e*  Sdhel;  and  no  doubt  a 
Targi,  at  least  of  the  tribe  of  the  Awelimmiden 
or  K61-owi,  would  call  the  inhabitants   of  London 

borne  another  name,  and  received  this  name  only  from  a  place 
where  they  were  settled.  I  would  not  refer  to  the  Cillaba  men- 
tioned by  Pliny,  1.  v.  c.  5.  The  name  K6l-owi  is  properly  a  plural 
form, 

z  2 
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K^l-london  or  K^l-londra,  just  as  he  says  K61-gha- 
ddmes,-  K61-tawdt. 

But  there  is  something  indeterminate  in  the  name 
K^l-owi,  which  has  both  a  narrower  and  a  wider 
sense,  as  is  frequently  the  case  with  the  names  of 
those  tribes  which,  having  become  predominant,  have 
grouped  around  them  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  even 
incorporated  with  themselves  many  other  tribes  which 
did  not  originally  belong  to  them.  In  this  wider 
sense  the  name  K6l-owi  comprises  a  great  many 
tribes,  or  rather  sections,  generally  named  after  their 
respective  settlements. 

I  have  already  observed  that  the  Berbers,  in  con- 
quering this  country  from  the  Negro,  or  I  should 
rather  say  the  sub-Libyan  race  (the  Leucaethiopes 
of  the  ancients),  did  not  entirely  de.stroy  the  latter, 
but  rather  mingled  with  them  by  intermarriage  with 
the  females,  thereby  modifying  the  original  type 
of  their  race,  and  blending  the  severe  and  austere 
manners  and  the  fine  figure  of  the  Berber  with 
the  cheerful  and  playful  character  and  the  darker 
colour  of  the  African.  The  way  in  which  they 
settled  in  this  country  seems  to  have  been  very 
similar  to  that  in  which  the  ancient  Greeks  settled 
in  Lycia.  For  the  women  appear  to  have  the  ^su- 
periority over  the  male  sex  in  the  country  of  A'sben, 
at  least  to  a  certain  extent ;  so  that  when  a  ba-A's- 
benchi  marries  a  woman  of  another  village,  she  does 
not  leave  her  dwelling-place  to  follow  her  husband, 
but  he  must  come  to  her  in  her  own  village.    The  same 
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principle  is  shown  in  the  regulation  that  the  chief 
of  the  K^l-owi  must  not  marry  a  woman  of  the  Targi 
blood,  but  can  rear  children  only  from  black  women 
or  female  slaves. 

With  respect  to  the  custom  that  the  hereditary 
power  does  not  descend  from  the  father  to  the  son, 
but  to  the  sister's  son, —  a  custom  well  known  to  be 
very  prevalent  not  only  in  many  parts  of  Negroland, 
but  also  in  India,  at  least  in  Malabar, — it  may  be 
supposed  to  have  belonged  originally  to  the  Berber 
race ;  for  the  Azkdr,  who  have  preserved  their  ori- 
ginal manners  tolerably  pure,  have  the  same  custom, 
but  they  also  might  have  adopted  it  from  those  tribes 
(now  their  subjects — the  Imghdd)  who  conquered 
the  country  from  the  black  natives.  It  may  there- 
fore seem  doubtful  whether,  in  the  mixed  empires 
of  Ghdnata*,  Mellef,  and  WaldtaJ,  this  custom 
belonged  to  the  black  natives,  or  was  introduced  by 

♦  A^bu  'Obaid  Alia  el  Bekri  el  KdrtobI,  Noticea  et  Extraits,  toI. 
xii.  p.  644. 

I  With  regard  to  Melle  see  [what  Leo  sajs,  1.  i.  c.  10.  fin., 
"E  quello  (r^)  che  fu  di  Melli  ^  dell'  origine  del  popolo  di 
Zanaga.** 

X  Ebn  Batiita,  p.  234.,  ed.  Lee.  He  sajs^  **  And  the  sister's  son 
always  succeeds  to  property  in  preference  to  the  son,  a  custom  I 
witnessed  nowhere  else  except  among  the  infidel  Hindoos  of 
Malabar."  But  the  traveller  forgot  that  he  had  soon  to  relate 
the  same  of  the  G^rgeri  dynasty  (see  above,  p.  838.)  ;  or  rather 
the  learned  man  who  was  ordered  to  publish  his  journal  did  not 
correct  the  expression,  which,  at  the  time  when  Ebn  Batuta 
made  his  memorandum  of  his  stay  in  Wal&ta,  may  have  been 
quite  true. 

z  3 
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the  Berbers.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that 
the  noble  tribe  of  the  Awellmmiden  deem  the  custom 
in  question  shameful,  as  exhibiting  only  the  man's 
mistrust  of  his  wife's  fidelity ;  for  such  is  certainly 
its  foundation. 

As  for  the  male  portion  of  the  ancient  population 
of  A'sben,  I  suppose  it  to  have  been  for  the  most  part 
exterminated,  while  the  rest  was  degraded  into  the 
state  of  domestic  slavery,  with  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  neither  they  nor  their  children  should 
ever  be  sold  out  of  the  country.  The  consequence  of 
this  covenant  has  been  an  entire  mixture  *  between 
the  Berber  conquerors  and  the  female  part  of  the 

*  This  circumstance  explains  a  curious  fact  in  Mr.  Koelle's 
Polyglotta  Africana,  a  work  of  the  greatest  merit,  but  in  which, 
on  account  of  the  immense  ground  over  which  it  extends, 
some  errors  must  be  expected.  One  of  the  most  unfortunate 
examples  in  this  respect  are  his  specimens  of  a  language  called 
Kdndin  (xii.  C).  Now  the  name  K4ndin  is  quite  inadmissible  in 
ethnography,  being  a  name  given  to  the  Imdshagh  or  Tawarek 
only  by  the  Kanuri  people,  to  say  nothing  of  the  very  odd  geo- 
graphical blunder  involved  in  the  expression  *^  Absen,  a  town  of 
Egados.*'  But  the  specimens  of  the  language  which  Mr.  Koelle 
gives  under  this  head  are  a  curious  mixture  of  Targiye,  Hausa, 
and  even  some  Kaniiri  terms  ;  and  his  informant,  Ab^rshi  (a  very 
common  name  in  A'sben),  was  most  probably  a  slave  by  origin, 
at  least  not  a  free  man,  even  before  he  was  enslaved  by  the 
Kanuri.  But  these  specimens  are  not  uninteresting,  giving  a  fair 
idea  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  country,  although  any  respectable 
native  would  be  ashamed  to  mix  H4usa  and  Berber  terms  in  this 
way  ;  and  moreover  the  latter  as  given  here  are  mostly  eorrupted 
from  the  very  beginning,  for  "  one  "  is  not  diyen,  but  iyen,  and 
the  d  is  only  added  in  composition,  as  mer^w  d*iyen,  merdw 
d'e^n  — "eleven,**  "twelve,**  &c. 
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former  population,  changing  tiie  original  Berber  cha- 
racter entirely,  as  well  in  manners  and  language  as 
in  features  and  complexion.  Indeed,  the  Hausa  lan- 
guage is  as  familiar  to  these  people  as  their  Au- 
raghiye,  although  the  men,  when  speaking  among 
themselves,  generally  make  use  of  the  latter.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  K^l-owi  are  rq^arded  with  a 
sort  of  contempt  by  the  purer  Berber  tribes,  who  call 
them  slaves  (ikeldn).  But  there  is  another  class  of 
people,  not  so  numerous  indeed  in  A'sben  itself  as 
in  the  districts  bordering  upon  it ;  these  are  the 
Biizawe,  or  Abogelite,  a  mixed  race,  with  generally 
more  marked  Berber  features  than  the  Kel-owi, 
but  of  darker  colour  and  lower  stature,  while  in 
manners  they  are  generally  very  debased,  having 
lost  almost  entirely  that  noble  carriage  which  dis- 
tinguishes even  the  most  lawless  vagabond  of  pure 
Targi  blood.  These  people,  who  infest  all  the  re- 
gions southwards  and  south-eastwards  from  A'sben, 
are  the  oflFspring  of  TawArek  females  with  black 
people,  and  may  belong  either  to  the  Hdusa  or  to  the 
S<5nghay  race. 

What  I  have  here  said  sets  forth  the  historical  view 
of  the  state  of  things  in  this  country,  and  is  well- 
known  to  all  the  enlightened  natives.  The  vulgar 
account  of  the  origin  of  the  K61-owi  from  the  fe- 
male slave  of  a  Tin^lkum  who  came  to  A'sben,  where 
she  gave  birth  to  a  boy  who  was  the  progenitor  of 
the  K^l-owl,  is  obviously  nothing  but  a  popular  talc 
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indicating,  at  the  utmost,  only  some  slight  connection 
of  this  tribe  with  the  Tin^lkum. 

Having  thus  preliminarily  discussed  the  name  of 
the  tribe  and  the  way  in  which  it  settled  in  the 
country,  I  now  proceed  to  give  a  list,  as  complete  as 
possible,  of  all  the  divisions  or  titisi  {dng.  tausit) 
which  compose  the  great  community  of  the  Kel-owi. 

The  most  noble  (that  is  to  say,  the  most  devated, 
not  by  purity  of  blood,  but  by  authority  and  rank)  of 
the  subdivisions  of  this  tribe  at  the  present  time  are 
the  Ir61angh,  the  Aman6kalen  or  sultan  family,  to 
which  belongs  A'nnur,  with  no  other  title  than  that 
of  Sheikh  or  Elder  (the  original  meaning  of  the  word) 
_"s6fo"  in  Hdusa,  "dmaghdr"  or  "dmghdr"  in  Te- 
mdshight.  The  superiority  of  this  section  seems  to 
date  only  from  the  time  of  the  present  chief's  pre- 
decessor, the  K^l-ferwdn  appearing  to  have  had  the 
ascendancy  in  earlier  times.  Though  the  head  of 
this  family  has  no  title  but  that  of  Sheikh,  he  has 
nevertheless  far  greater  power  than  the  aman6kal 
or  titular  sultan  of  the  Kd-owi,  who  resides  -4n 
A'sodi,  and  who  is  at  present  really  nothing  more 
than  a  prince  in  name.  The  next  in  authority  to 
A'nnur  is  Hdj  'Abddwa,  the  son  of  A'nnur's  eldest 
sister,  and  who  resides  in  Tdfidet. 

The  family  or  clan  of  the  InSlangh  which,  in  the 
stricter  sense  of  the  word,  is  called  K^l-owi,  is  settled 
in  ten  or  more  villages  lying  to  the  east  and  the 
south-east  of  Tint^llust,  the  residence  of  A'nnur,  and 
has  formed  an  alliance  with  two  other  influential  and 
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powerful  fkmiliesi  viz.  the  K^l-azan^res,  or  people  of 
Azan6reS|  a  village,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  ex- 
plain further  on,  of  great  importance  on  account  of 
its  situation  in  connection  with  the  salt  lakes  near 
Bilma,  which  constitute  the  wealth  and  the  vital 
principle  of  this  community.  On  account  of  this 
alliance,  the  section  of  the  K^l-azan^res  affected  by  it 
is  called  InSlangh  wu^n  K61-azan^res ;  and  to  this 
section  belongs  the  powerful  chief  Ldsu  or,  properly, 
el  U'su,  who  is  in  reality  the  second  man  in  the 
country  on  the  score  of  influence. 

On  the  other  side,  the  Ir61angh  have  formed 
alliance  and  relationship  with  the  powerful  and 
numerous  tribe  of  the  Ikizkezan,  or  Ik^shkeshen, 
who  seem  likewise  to  have  sprung  from  the  Aur^hen; 
and  on  this  account  the  greater,  or  at  least  the  more 
influential,  part  of  the  tribe,  including  the  powerful 
chief  MghAs,  is  sometimes  called  Ir61angh  wu^n  Ikdz- 
kezan,  while,  with  regard  to  their  dwelling-place 
Tdmar,  they  bear  the  name  K^l-tdraar.  But  this  is 
only  one  portion  of  the  Ikdzkezan.  Another  very 
numerous  section  of  them  is  partly  scattered  about 
Damerghii,  partly  settled  in  a  place  called  Eldkwas 
(or,  as  it  is  generally  pronounced,  AlAkkos),  a  place 
between  Damerghii  and  Miinio^  together  with  a  mixed 
race  called  K^l-eldkwas.  The  Ikdzkezan  of  this  latter 
section  bear,  in  their  beautiful  manly  figure  and  fine 
complexion,  much  more  evident  traces  of  the  pure 
Berber  blood  than  the  Ir61angh ;  but  they  lead  a 
very  lawless   life,  and  harass   the  districts  on   the 
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borders  of  H&usa  and  B6mu  with  predatory  incur- 
sions, especially  those  settled  in  EUikwas. 

There  are  three  tribes  whose  political  relations  give 
them  greater  importance,  namely,  the  K61-tdfidet,  the 
K^l-n-N6ggaru,  and  the  K^i-fares.  The  first  of  these 
three,  to  whom  belongs  the  above-mentioned  Haj  *Ab- 
diiwa,  live  in  Tdfidet,  a  group  of  three  villages  lying  at 
the  foot  of  a  considerable  mountain-chain  thirty  miles 
to  the  south-east  of  Tint^Uust,  and  at  the  distance  oi 
only  five  good  days'  march  from  Bilma.  The  K^l-n- 
N^ggaru  form  an  important  family  originally  settled 
in  Neggaru,  a  (^strict  to  the  north  of  SeMfiet ;  but  at 
present  they  live  in  A'sodi  and  in  the  village  Eghdlal, 
and  some  of  them  lead  a  nomadic  life  in  the  valleys 
of  Tin-t^ggana  and  A'sada*  On  account  of  the  present 
sultan  (who  belongs  to  them)  being  called  Ast^det, 
they  are  now  also  named  Aushi-n-AstAfidet  (the  tribe 
of  Astafidet).  The  Kel-feres,  to  whom  belongs  the 
great  mallem  Azori,  who,  on  account  of  his  learning, 
is  respected  as  a  prince  in  the  whole  country,  live  in 
Tin-t^jryat,  a  village  about  thirty-five  miles  E.N.E. 
from  Tint^llust. 

I  now  proceed  to  name  the  other  sections  of  the 
K^l-owi  in  geographical  order  from  north  to  south. 

The  Fadaye,  or  E'fadaye,  dwell  in  the  district 
Fdde-angh,  containing  several  villages,  the  principal 
of  which  is  called  Zurrika,  inhabited  by  the  K^ 
zurrika.  The  E'fadaye,  although  they  maintain  a 
sort  of  independence,  are  nevertheless  regarded  as 
belonging  to  the  community  of  the  K^-owi,  while 
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another  tribe,  likewise  called  from  the  district  Fa- 
de-angh,  namely  the  K^l-fadaye,  are  viewed  in  a 
different  light,  and  will  therefore  be  mentioned  fur- 
ther on  with  respect  to  their  political  relation  with 
the  sultan  of  A'gades.  The  E'fadaye  are  renowned 
on  account  of  their  warlike  propensities  ;  and  to  the 
wild  inhabitants  of  these  districts  the  Fadaye  is  a 
model  of  a  man — "  h4lis." 

The  K^l-t6dele,  who  were  among  the  people  who 
attacked  the  mission,  live  in  a  place  called  T^dele, 
a  little  to  the  north  of  Oinu-mdkaren. 

The  K^l-tedek,    or  K6l-tidik,  dwell  in  Tfdifc,  the 
village  I  noticed   on  our  journey  as  lying  at  the 
northern   foot   of  the  large  mountain-chain   which 
forms  the  beginning  of  A'sben  and  Suddn. 
The  Im-Asrodangh,* 

The  K^l-ghazdr,  comprising  the  inhabitants  of 
Seliifiet  and  those  of  Tintdgh-od^  who  are  more 
generally  named  Anislimen,  or  Merabetin.  The 
name  is  formed  from  kghaxar^  "  the  valley," 
meaning  the  large  valley  of  SelAfiet  and  Tin- 
tdgh-od^. 
The  K^l-^lar,  living  in  E'lar,  three  hours  east  from 

Seliifiet  in  the  mountain-glens. 
The  K^l-ghanis. 
The  E'ndefar. 
The  Tamitmolet. 


*  /hi,  or«w,  in  composition  is  almost  identical  with/le/^  meaning 
"  the  people  of/*  "  the  inhabitants  of." 
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The  Abirken. 

The  Tes^bet. 

The  K^l-t^lak. 

The  Azaiken. 

The  K^l-iilli,  meaning  "  the  people  of  the  goats/' 
or  goatherds.  Another  tribe  of  the  same  name 
among  the  Awelimmiden  I  shall  have  frequent 
opportunity  of  mentioning  in  the  course  of  my 
travels,  as  my  chief  protectors  during  my  stay 
in  Timbiiktu. 

The  Fedal^la,  dwelling,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  in 
Fed^kel. 

The  Kel-Asarar,  living  in  Sdrara,  the  village  we 
passed  an  hour  before  reaching  Tint^Uust. 

The  Im-eziikz41,  a  considerable  family  living  in 
A'gwau. 

The  K^lteget. 

The  Kel-eniizuk. 

The  K^l-tdkriza. 

The  K^l-agheUAl. 

The  K^l-tddenak,  living  in  Tddenak,  about  half  a 
day's  journey  east  from  Aghelldl,  and  about 
eleven  hours  west  from  Tint^llust. 

The  K^l-wddigi,  living  in  Wddigi,  a  large  village 
about  fifteen  miles  west  from  Tint^llust.  This 
village,  in  consequence  of  erroneous  native  in- 
formation, has  been  hitherto  placed  near  the 
Isa,  or  middle  course  of  the  Niger. 

The  K^l-tegh6rmat,    at    present    in    the  village 
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Azauraiden,  E.N.E.  from  Tint^llust.     Of  their 
number  is  the  active  chief  Hdj  Makhmiid. 

The  K^l-erdrar,  in  Erdrar,  a  village  three  hours 
from  Tint^Uust. 

The  K^l-2^ggedan,  in  Z^ggedan,  one  day  and  a 
half  from  Tint^Uust. 

The  E^l-t^hmart,  in  T^hmart,  one  day  and  a 
half  north  from  the  latter. 

The  K61-afardr,  in  A'fardr,  two  hours  east  a  little 
south  from  Tdghmart. 

The  Im-6kketen,  living  at  present  round  Azatdr- 
tar,  but  originally  settled  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  A'gades. 

The  K^l-saddwat. 

The  K^l-taf  ist. 

The  K^l-dgaten,  living  in  A'gata,  a  village  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Beldsega. 

The  K61-bdghzen,  for  the  greatest  part  herdsmen 
or  shepherds,  living  scattered  over  and  around 
Mount  Bdghzen.  These  are  K^l-owi ;  but  there 
is  another  tribe,  of  the  K^l-ger^s,  known  by  the 
same  name,  on  account  of  their  having  in  former 
times  occupied  those  seats. 

The  K^l-ch^mia,  in  Cb^mia. 

The  Ikddmawen,  a  numerous  tribe  living  generally 
in  four  villages  which  lie  at  the  southern  foot  of 
Mount  Bdghzen,  and  are  called  respectively 
A'fasds  (this  being  the  largest  of  the  four), 
Tag6ra,   Tamanit,   and   Infer^raf.      But  for  a 
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great  part  of  the  year  they  lead  rather  a  no- 
madic life. 

The  K^l-aj^ru,  in  Aj^ru,  a  village  situate  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley,  in  the  lower  part  of 
which  lies  A'fias^  Here  resides  another  im- 
portant personage  of  the  name  of  Hij  Makhmiid. 

The  rteg^n. 

The  E^l-iddkka,  in  Idikka,  the  native  place  of  the 
mother  of  Astdfidet,  the  aman6kal  of  the  E^i- 
owi. 

The  E^l-tezdrenet,  in  Tezirenet,  a  district  rich  in 
date-trees. 

The  Eel-tawdr. 

The  E61-tafasAs  (?).  I  am  not  quite  certain  with 
regard  to  this  name. 

The  E^ttdranet. 

The  E^l-&tarar,  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
A'gades,  and  having  but  an  indifferent  reputa- 
tion. 

The  E^l-aril. 

The  Im-ersiiten. 

The  E61-azeldlet. 

The  E^l-anuwisheren,  in  Timazgaren  (  ?). 

The  E^l-tdferaut- 

The  E^l-aghrfmmat. 

The  E^l-aw^llat. 

All  these  tribes  in  a  certain  degree  belong  to  the 
body  of  the  E^l-owi,  whose  nominal  chief,  if  I  may  so 
call  him,  is  the  aman6kal  residing  in  A'sodi :  but  there 
is  now  another  greater  association  or  confederation, 
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formed  by  the  K^l-owl,  the  K^l-ger^,  and  the  Itisan 
and  some  other  smaller  tribes  combined  together ;  and 
the  head  of  this  confederation  is  the  great  aman<Skal 
residing  in  A'gades.  This  league,  which  at  present 
hardly  subsists  (the  K^l-ger^s  and  Itisan  having  been 
driven  by  the  K61-owi  from  their  original  settlements, 
and  being  opposed  to  them  almost  constantly  in  open 
hostility),  was  evidently  in  former  times  very  strong 
and  close*  ^ 

But  before  q)eaking  of  the  E61-ger^8  and  their  in- 
timi^e  friends  the  Itisan,  I  shall  mention  those  small 
tribes  which,  though  not  regarded  as  belonging  to 
the  body  of  the  Kel-owi  and  placed  under  the  special 
and  direct  supremacy  or  government  of  the  sultan  of 
A'gades,  are  nevertheless  more  intimately  related  to 
them  than  to  the  other  great  tribes.  These  are,  be- 
sides the  E'm-eg6desen*,  or  the  inhabitants  of  A'gades 
or  A'gadez,  of  whom  I  shall  speak  in  the  account 
of  my  journey  to  that  interesting  place,  the  three 
tribes  of  the  K61-fadaye,  the  K^l-ferwdn,  and  the 
Izerdren. 

As  for  the  K^l-fadaye,  they  are  the  original  and 
real  inhabitants  of  the  district  Fdde-angh,  which  lies 
round  Tdghajit,  while  the  E'fadaye,  who  have  been 
called  after  the  same  district,  are  rather  a  mixture  of 

*  This  name  clearly  shows  that  the  final  consonant  of  the  name 
of  the  great   town  is   not   distinctly  a    .  (z)  though  the  Arabs 

generally  write  it  so.  In  fact,  as  I  shall  have  to  state  further  on, 
it  was  originally  sh.  From  Km-eg^desen  is  formed  Km-egedesiye, 
''  the  language  of  the  people  of  A  gades.** 
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vagabonds  flocking  here  from  different  quarters^  and 
principally  from  that  of  the  Azkdr.  But  the  K^- 
fadayci  who,  as  well  as  their  neighbours  the  E^fadaye^ 
took  part  in  the  ghazzia  against  the  expedition  on 
the  frontiers  of  A'ir,  are  a  very  turbulent  set  of 
people,  being  regarded  in  this  light  by  the  natives 
themselves,  as  appears  from  the  letter  of  the  sultan 
of  A'gades  to  the  chiefs  A'nnur  and  Liisu,  of  which  I 
brou^t  back  a  copy,  wherein  they  are  called  Mehd- 
rebin*,  or  freebooters.  Nevertheless  they  are  of 
pure  and  noble  Berber  blood,  and  renowned  for  their 
valour ;  and  I  was  greatly  astonished  to  learn  after- 
wards from  my  noble  and  intimate  friend  and  pro- 
tector the  sheikh  Sidi  A'hmed  el  Bakdy,  that  he  had 
married  one  of  their  daughters,  and  had  long  resided 


♦  Meh&rebf —  i^JjW-*  —  though  not  to  be  found  in  oar  dic- 
tionaries^ is  a  verj  common  word  with  the  Mohammedans  all  over 
Central  Africa,  and  is  regularly  formed  from  "  hareb,";.^ -»^  quite 
in  the  same  way  as  mehdres,  the  common  name  given  in  Morocco 
to  a  guard  or  escort,  from  "  hares."  The  emir  Hdmedu  or  Hamd- 
All4hi  did  me  the  honour  to  call  me  by  this  name,  on  account  of 
the  resistance  I  made  to  his  attempt  to  seize  me  and  my  property 
during  my  stay  in  Timbuktu  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  follow- 
ing passage  in  one  of  the  angry  and  learned  letters  which  he 
wrote  to  my  protector  the  sheikh  £1  Bakdy,  will  have  some  in- 
terest for  such  of  my  readers  as  understand  Arabic :  — 

But  his  sacrilegious  wishes  were  not  fulfilled. 
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amongst  them.  Even  from  the  letter  of  the  sultan  of 
A'gades  it  appears  that  they  have  some  relations 
with  the  Awelimmiden.  The  name  of  their  chief  is 
Shiirwa. 

The  K6l-ferwdn,  though  they  are  called  after  the 
fine  and  fertile  place  I-ferwdn,  in  one  of  the  valleys 
to  the  east  of  Tintdghod^,  where  a  good  deal  of 
millet  is  sown,  and  where  there  are  plenty  of  date- 
trees,  do  not  aU  reside  there  at  present,  a  numerous 
portion  of  them  having  settled  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  A'gades,  whence  they  make  continual  marauding 
expeditions,  or  "^gehen,"  upon  the  Timbiiktu  road, 
and  against  the  Awelimmiden.  Nevertheless  the  K61- 
ferwdn,  as  the  kinsmen  of  the  Aurdghen,  and  as 
the  Aman6kalen  (that  is  to  say  the  clan  to  which, 
before  the  different  tribes  came  to  the  decision  of 
fetching  their  sultan  from  S6kot6,  the  family  of  the 
sultan  belonged),  are  of  nobler  and  purer  blood  than 
any  of  the  rest.  As  an  evidence  of  their  former 
nobility,  the  custom  still  remains,  that,  when  the 
sultan  of  A'gades  leaves  the  town  for  any  length  of 
time,  his  deputy  or  lieutenant  in  the  place  is  the  chief 
of  the  K^l-ferwdn. 

The  third  tribe  of  those  who  are  under  the  direct 
authority  of  the  sultan  of  A'gades,  viz.  the  Izerdren, 
live  between  A'gades  and  Damerghii.  But  I  did  not 
come  into  contact  with  them. 

The  K^l-ger^s  and  Itlsan  seem  to  have  been  ori- 
ginally situated  in  the  fertile  and  partially  beautiful 
districts  round  the  Bdghzen,  or  (as  these  southern 

VOL.  I.  A  A 
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tribes  pronounce  the  name  in  their  dialect)  Mdghzem, 
where,  on  our  journey  towards  Damerghti,  we  found 
the  well-built  stone  houses  in  which  they  had  formerly 
dwelt. 

On  being  driven  out  of  their  original  seats  by  the 
E^l-owl,  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  they 
settled  towards  the  west  and  south-west  of  A'gades, 
in  a  territory  which  was  probably  given  them  by  the 
Awelimmiden,  with  an  intention  hostile  to  the  K^l- 
owi.  From  that  time  they  have  been  alternately  in 
bloody  feud  or  on  amicable  terms  with  the  K^l-owi ; 
but  a  sanguinary  war  has  recently  (in  1864)  broken 
out  again  between  these  tribes,  which  seems  to  have 
consumed  the  very  sources  of  their  strength,  and  cost 
the  lives  of  many  of  my  friends,  and  among  them  that 
of  Hdmma,  the  son-in-law  of  A'nnur.  The  principal 
dwelling-place  of  the  K^l-ger^s  is  A'rar,  while  their 
chief  market-place  is  said  to  be  J6beli,  on  the  road 
from  A'gades  to  S6koto. 

The  K^l-ger^s  and  the  Itisan  together  are  equal  in 
efiective  strength  to  the  K^l-owi,  though  they  are  not 
so  numerous,  the  latter  being  certainly  able  to  collect 
a  force  of  at  least  ten  thousand  armed  men  aU 
mounted,  besides  their  slaves,  while  the  former  are 
scarcely  able  to  furnish  half  as  many.  But  the  K^l- 
ger^s  and  Itisan  have  the  advantage  of  greater  unity, 
while  the  interests  of  the  various  tribes  of  the  K61- 
owi  are  continually  clashing,  and  very  rarely  allow 
the  whole  body  to  collect  together,  though  exceptions 
occur,  as  in  the  expedition  against  the  Weldd  Slimdn, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Chap.  XIV.       THE  ITl'SAN  AND  KE'l-GERE'S.  355 

when  they  drove  away  all  the  camels  (according  to 
report,  not  less  than  fifty  thousand),  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  salt  lakes  near  Bilma. 

Moreover  the  K61-ger^s  and  Itisan,  having  preserved 
their  Berber  character  in  a  purer  state,  are  much  more 
warlike.  Their  force  consists  for  the  greater  part  of 
well-mounted  cavalry,  while  the  K^l-owi,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Ik^zkezan,  can  muster  but  few  horses ; 
and  of  course  the  advantage  of  the  horseman  over 
the  camel-driver  is  very  great  either  in  open  or  close 
fight.  The  K^l-geres  have  repeatedly  fought  with 
success  even  against  the  Awelimmiden,  by  whom 
they  are  called  Arduwen.  They  have  even  killed 
their  last  famous  chief  E'  N&,begha.  The  Kel-ger<5s 
came  under  the  notice  of  Clapperton,  on  account  of 
the  unfortunate  expedition  which  they  undertook 
against  the  territories  of  the  Fiilbe  in  the  year  1823, 
though  it  seems  that  the  expedition  consisted  chiefly 
of  Tagdma,  and  that  they  were  the  principal  sufferers 
in  that  wholesale  destruction  by  Sultan  Bello. 

Their  arms  in  general  are  the  same  as  those  of  the 
K^l-owi,  even  the  men  on  horseback  bearing  (besides 
the  spear,  the  sword,  and  the  dagger)  the  immense 
shield  of  antelope-hide,  with  which  they  very  expertly 
protect  themselves  and  their  horses;  but  some  of 
them  use  bows  and  arrows  even  on  horseback,  like 
many  of  the  Fdlbe,  in  the  same  way  as  the  ancient 
Assyrians.  A  few  only  have  muskets,  and  those 
few  keep  them  rather  for  show  than  for  actual  use. 

▲  A    2 
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The  Itisan  *  (who  seem  to  be  the  nobler  tribe  of 
the  two,  and  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  are  a 
very  fine  race  of  men,  with  expressive,  sharply-cut 
features,  and  a  very  light  complexion)  have  a  chief 
or  aman6kal  of  their  own,  whose  position  seems  to 
resemble  closely  that  of  the  sultan  of  the  K^l-owi, 
while  the  real  influence  and  authority  rests  with  the 
war-chiefs,  tdmbelis,  or  tdmberis,  the  most  powerful 
among  whom  were,  in  1853,  Wanag6da,  who  resides 
in  Tswdji  near  G6ber,  on  the  side  of  the  K^l-ger^s, 
and  Maiwa,  or  Mbdwlya,  in  GuUuntsAna,  on  the  side 
of  the  Itisan.  The  name  of  the  present  aman6kal  is 
Ghdmbelu. 

I  now  proceed  to  enumerate  the  subdivisions  of 
the  two  tribes,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn  them, 
and  first  those  of  the  Itisan : — the  K^l-tagdy,  the 
T^lams^  the  Mdfinet  or  Mdfidet,  the  Tesidderak,  the 
Kel-mdghzem,  the  Alaren,  the  K^l-innik,  the  K^- 
dugd,  the  K^l-iiye,  and  the  K6l-kg\iele\.  Probably 
also  the  Ijddnam^nf,  or  Jeddnarn^n,  and  the  K^- 

*  It  has  been  concluded  (though  erroneouslj,  as  the  follow- 
ing will  show)  from  the  circumstance  of  the  joint  salt-caravan  of 
the  Itisan  and  K^l-ger^s,  in  the  letter  of  the  sultan  of  A'gades, 
being  called  only  after  the  former  tribe,  that  these  two  tribes  were 
identicaL  The  Itisan^  as  ^*  Benii  Itisan/'  are  mentioned  hy  E'bn 
Khaldun  among  the  clans  of  the  Sanhdj%  vol.  i.  p.  195;  Arab.  t. ; 
Tol.  ii.  p.  3.,  trad,  par  le  baron  de  Slane. 

t  These,  in  the  form  of  Ajdaranin,  are  mentioned  by  BeUo,  in 
his  geographical  introduction  to  his  historical  work  (Clapperton*8 
Travels,  Appendix  II.  p.  160.),  among  the  first  Berber  tribes  who 
came  from  Aiijila  and  took  Ahir  (Air)  from  the  Suddn  inhabitants 
of  G6ber. 
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manen  belong  to  them-  The  following  are  the  prin- 
cipal subdivisions  of  the  K^l-ger6s : — the  K^l-t^ghze- 
ren  or  Tadmiikkeren,  the  K61-ungwar,  the  K61-garet, 
the  Kel-n-sAbtafan,  or  K61-n-s4ttafan*,  the  K61-tad6ni, 
the  Taddda,  the  Tagdyes,  the  Tilk^tinef ,  the  Iberdbat 
with  the  tdmberi  Al-H4ssan,  the  Tdshil,  the  Taginna, 
the  K61-azar,  the  Fghalaf  (pronounced  Tralaf ),  the 
ToiydmmawaJ,  the  l86ka,  the  Tegibbu,  the  Raina, 
the  Tiiji.  Among  the  K41-ger4s  is  a  noble  family 
called  in  the  Arab  form  A'hel  e'  Sheikh,  which  is  dis- 
tinguished for  its  learning,  their  chief  and  most  learned 
man  being  at  present  Sidi  Makhmud, 

I  must  here  state  that,  in  political  respects,  another 
tribe  at  present  is  closely  related  with  the  K^l-ger^s, 
viz.,  that  section  of  the  Awelimmiden  (the  "  Surka"  of 
Mungo  Park)  which  is  called  Awelimmiden  wu4n 
Bodhal ;  but  as  these  belong  rather  to  the  Tawdrek 
or  Im6shagh  of  the  west,  I  shall  treat  of  them  in 

*  This  is  tbe  tribe  of  which  Belio  speaks  (Clapperton's  Travels, 
ii.  p.  160.)  when  he  says  "they  appointed  a  person  of  the  family  of 
Ansatfen."  But  his  knowledge  of  the  Tawarek  was  very  insuf- 
ficient ;  and  the  chapter  to  which  that  passage  belongs  is  full  of 
confusion. 

t  The  tribe  of  the  Tilkdtine,  appearing  here  among  the  clans  of 
the  K^l-ger^Sy  is  of  the  highest  historical  interest ;  for  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  their  being  identical  with  the  tribe  of  the  Tel-k4ta 
mentioned  by  E'T)n  Khalddn  (vol.  i.  p.  195.  Arab,  t,  vol.  ii.  p.  3. 
trad,  par  le  baron  de  Slane)  as  the  most  noble  and  predominant 
among  all  the  sections  of  the  Sanbdja. 

X  The  form  of  this  name  seems  to  indicate  the  sub-Libyan  in- 
fluence which  this  subdivision  has  undergone. 
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the  narrative  of  my  journey  to  Timbiiktu.  Other 
tribes  settled  near  A'gades,  and  more  particularly  the 
very  remarkable  tribe  of  the  Tghdal^n,  will,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  influence  exerted  on  them  by  the 
SiSnghay  race,  be  spoken  of  in  my  account  of  that 
place. 

Many  valleys  of  A'ir  or  A'sben*  might  produce 
much  more  than  they  do  at  present ;  but  as  almost 
the  whole  supply  of  provision  is  imported,  as  well  as 
all  the  clothing-material,  it  is  evident  that  the  popu* 
lation  could  not  be  so  numerous  as  it  is,  were  it  not 
sustained  by  the  salt  trade  of  Bilma,  which  furnishes 
the  people  with  the  means  of  bartering  advantageously 
with  Hdusa.  As  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn  from  per* 
sonal  information,  it  would  seem  that  this  trade  did 
not  take  the  road  by  way  of  A'sben  till  about  a  cen- 
tury ago,  consequently  not  before  the  country  was 
occupied  by  the  K^lowf.  It  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  so  long  as  the  T^bu,  or  rather  Tedd,  retained 
political  strength,  they  would  not  allow  strangers 

*  The  list  of  all  the  villages  and  towns  of  A^ir,  given  in  the  note 
at  the  end  of  the  first  volume  of  Mr.  Richardson's  Journal,  is  in 
general,  I  thinks  exact ;  there  are  onlj  two  mistakes  of  impor- 
tance—  with  regard  to  the  population  of  Taldzeghrin,  and  that  of 
ATasds  (p.  341.)»  each  of  which  places  is  stated  to  have  1000  male 
inhabitants,  while  the  whole  population  scarcely  reaches  that 
number.  On  the  other  hand,  the  estimate  of  the  population  of 
A'gades  at  2500  (p.  343.)  is  too  low.  Besides,  some  places  are  left 
out  there,  such  as  Is^llef,  the  residence  of  Didi's  wife,  and  some 
others.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  a  paper  which  I  sent  home 
from  A^ir,  where  a  topographical  arrangement  of  the  villages  had 
been  attempted. 
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to  reap  the  whole  advantage  of  such  natural  wealth.* 
At  present  the  whole  authority  of  A'nnur  as  well  as 
Ltisu  seems  to  be  based  upon  this  trade,  of  which 
they  are  the  steady  protectors,  while  many  of  their 
nation  deem  this  trade  rather  a  degrading  occupation, 
and  incline  much  more  to  a  roving  life. 

I  now  return  to  our  encampment  near  Tint^llust, 
reserving  a  brief  account  of  the  general  features  of 
the  country  till  the  moment  when  we  are  about  to 
leave  it. 

*  In  the  account  of  the  expedition  of  the  BiSrnu  king  Edris 
Alaw6ma,  of  which  I  shall  have  to  speak  in  the  second  volume,  no 
mention  is  made  of  this  salt-trade  of  the  T^bu ;  but  from  this 
silence  no  ccoiclasion  can  be  drawn  as  to  the  non-existence  of  the 
salt-trade  at  that  time.  On  the  contrary,  we  maj  conclude  from 
the  interesting  account  of  Edrisi  (transl.  Jaubert,  vol.  i.  p.  117.  f.), 
who  certainly  means  to  speak  of  the  salt-trade  of  the  T6bu  country, 
although  he  uses  the  term  **  alum,**  that  this  article  formed  a  very 
important  staple  in  remote  times. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

BESIDENCE  IN  TINT^LLUST. 

We  saw  the  old  chief  on  the  day  following  our  ar- 
rival. He  received  us  in  a  straightforward  and 
kindly  manner,  observing  very  simply  that  even  if,  as 
Christians,  we  had  come  to  this  country  stained  with 
guilt,  the  many  dangers  and  difficulties  we  had  gone 
through  would  have  sufficed  to  wash  us  clean,  and  that 
we  had  nothing  now  to  fear  but  the  climate  and  the 
thieves.  The  presents  which  were  spread  out  before 
him  he  received  graciously,  but  without  saying  a  sin- 
gle word.  Of  hospitality  he  showed  no  sign.  All 
this  was  characteristic. 

We  soon  received  further  explanations.  Some 
days  afterwards  he  sent  us  the  simple  and  unmis- 
takable message,  that  if  we  wished  to  proceed  to  Suddn 
at  our  own  risk,  we  might  go  in  company  with  the 
caravan,  and  he  would  place  no  obstacle  in  our  way ; 
but  if  we  wanted  him  to  go  with  us  and  to  protect  us, 
we  ought  to  pay  him  a  considerable  sum.  In  stating 
these  plain  terms,  he  made  use  of  a  very  expressive 
siijaile,  saying  that  as  the  leffii  (or  snake)  killed  every- 
thing that  she  touched,  so  his  word,  when  it  had  once 
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escaped  his  lips,  had  terminated  the  matter  in  ques- 
tion— there  was  nothing  more  to  be  said.  I  do  not 
think  this  such  an  instance  of  shameful  extortion  as 
Mr.  Richardson  represents  it,  considering  how  much 
we  gave  to  others  who  did  nothing  for  their  pay, 
and  how  much  trouble  we  caused  A'nnur.  On  the 
contrary,  having  observed  A'nnur's  dealings  to  the 
very  last,  and  having  arrived  under  his  protection 
safely  at  K^tsena,  I  must  pronounce  him  a  straight- 
forward and  trustworthy  man,  who  stated  his  terms 
plainly  and  drylyj  but  stuck  to  them  with  scrupulo' 
sity;  and  as  he  did  not  treat  us,  neither  did  he 
ask  anything*  from  us,  nor  allow  his  people  to  do 
so.  I  shall  never  forgive  him  for  his  niggardliness 
in  not  offering  me  so  much  as  a  drink  of  fura  or 
ghussub-water  when  I  visited  him,  in  the  heat  of  the 
day,  on  his  little  estate  near  Tasdwa  ;  but  I  cannot 
vrithhold  from  him  my  esteem  both  as  a  great  politi- 
cian in  his  curious  little  empire,  and  as  a  man  re- 
markable for  singleness  of  word  and  purpose. 

Having  come  into  the  country  as  hated  intruders 
pursued  by  all  classes  of  people,  we  could  not  expect 
to  be  received  by  him  otherwise  than  coldly ;  but  his 
manner  changed  entirely  when  I  was  about  to  set  out 
for  A'gades,  in  order  to  obtain  the  goodwill  of  the 
sultan  of  the  country.  He  came  to  our  encampment 
to  see  me  off,  and  from  that  day  forth  did  not  omit  to 

*  The  little  trifles  which  we  gave  him  occasionallj  are  scarcelj 
worth  mentioning. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


362  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA,  Chap.  XV. 

visit  US  every  day,  and  to  maintain  the  most  familiar 
intercourse  with  us.  So  it  was  with  all  the  people ; 
and  I  formed  so  many  friendships  with  them,  that  the 
turbulent  Mohammed,  A'nnur's  cousin,  used  often  to 
point  to  them  as  a  proof  how  impossible  it  was  that 
he  could  have  been  the  instigator  of  the  misdeeds 
perpetrated  on  the  night  preceding  our  arrival  in 
Tint^Uust,  when  we  were  treated  with  violence,  and 
our  luggage  was  rifled.  Still  we  had,  of  course,  many 
disagreeable  experiences  to  make  before  we  became 
naturalized  in  this  new  country. 

It  was  the  rainy  season ;  and  the  rain  setting  in 
almost  daily,  caused  us  as  much  interest  and  delight 
(being  a  certain  proof  that  we  had  reached  the  new 
regions  after  which  we  had  so  long  been  hankering) 
as  served  to  counterbalance  the  trouble  which  it 
occasioned.  Sometimes  it  fell  very  heavily,  and, 
coming  on  always  with  a  dreadful  storm,  was  very 
difficult  to  be  kept  out  from  the  tent,  so  that  our 
things  often  got  wet.  The  heaviest  rain  we  had 
was  on  the  9th  of  September,  when  an  immense 
torrent  was  formed,  not  only  in  the  chief  valley,  but 
even  in  the  small  ravine  behind  our  encampment* 
Yet  we  liked  the  rain  much  better  than  the  sand- 
storm. In  a  few  days  nature  all  around  assumed 
so  fresh  and  luxuriant  a  character,  that  so  long  as  we 
were  left  in  repose,  we  felt  cheered  to  the  utmost,  and 
enjoyed  our  pleasant  encampment,  which  was  sur- 
sounded  by  masses  of  granite  blocks,  wide-spreading 
bushes  of  the  abisga,  and  large  luxuriant  talha-trees^ 
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in  wild  and  most  picturesque  confusion.  It  was 
very  pleasant  and  interesting  to  observe,  every  day, 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  little  fresh  leaves  and  young 
offshoots,  and  the  spreading  of  the  shady  foliage. 

Monkeys  now  and  then  descended  into  the  little 
hollow  beyond  our  tents  to  obtain  a  draught  of  water ; 
and  numbers  of  jackals  were  heard  every  night 
roving  about  us,  while  the  trees  swarmed  with  beau- 
tiful ring-doves  and  hoopoes  and  other  smaller  birds. 
The  climate  of  A'ir  has  been  celebrated  from  the  time 
of  Leo,  on  account  "  della  bontii  e  temperanza  dell' 
aere."  But  unfortunately  our  little  English  suburb 
proved  too  distant  from  the  protecting  arm  of  the  old 
chief;  and  after  the  unfortunate  attack  in  the  night 
of  the  17th  of  September,  which  if  made  with  vigour 
would  inevitably  have  ended  in  our  destruction,  we 
were  obliged  to  remove  our  encampment,  and,  cross- 
ing the  broad  valley,  pitch  it  in  the  plain  near  the 
village. 

But  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  attack 
were  so  curious  that  I  must  relate  them,  in  a  few 
words.  The  rain,  which  had  wetted  all  our  things, 
and  made  us  anxious  about  our  instruments  and 
arms,  seemed  to  abate ;  and  Overweg  and  I  decided, 
the  very  day  preceding  the  attack  in  question,  on 
cleaning  our  guns  and  pistols,  which  had  been  loaded 
for  some  time ;  and  having  cleaned  them,  and  wish- 
ing to  dry  them  well,  we  did  not  load  them  again 
immediately.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  visit  from 
two  well-dressed  men  mounted  on  mehdra ;  they  did 
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not  beg  for  anj'thing,  but  inspected  the  tents  very 
attentively,  making  the  remark  that  our  tent  was  as 
strong  as  a  house,  while  Mr.  Richardson's  was  light 
and  open  at  the  bottom. 

The  moon  shed  a  splendid  light  over  the  inter- 
esting wilderness;  and  our  black  servants  being 
uncommonly  cheerful  and  gay  that  night,  music  and 
dancing  was  going  on  in  the  village,  and  they  con- 
tinued playing  till  a  very  late  hour,  when  they  fell 
asleep.  Going  the  round  of  our  encampment  before 
I  went  to  lie  down,  I  observed  at  a  little  distance 
a  strange  camel,  or  rather  m^heri,  kneeling  quietly 
down  with  its  head  towards  our  tents.  I  called  my 
colleagues,  and  expressed  my  suspicion  that  all  was 
not  right ;  but  our  light-hearted  and  frivolous  servant 
Mohammed  calmed  my  uneasiness  by  pretending  that 
he  had  seen  the  camel  there  before,  though  that  was 
not  true.  Still  I  had  some  sad  foreboding,  and, 
directing  my  attention  unluckily  to  the  wrong  point, 
caused  our  sheep  to  be  tied  close  to  our  tent. 

Being  uneasy,  I  did  not  sleep  soundly ;  and  a  little 
after  two  o'clock  I  thought  1  heard  a  very  strange 
noise,  just  as  if  a  troop  of  people  were  marching  with 
a  steady  step  round  our  tent«,  and  muttering  in  a 
jarring  voice.  Listening  anxiously  for  a  moment,  I 
felt  sure  that  there  were  people  near  the  tent,  and 
was  about  to  rush  out;  but  again,  on  hearing  the 
sound  of  music  proceeding  from  the  village,  I  per- 
suaded myself  that  the  noise  came  from  thence, 
and  lay  down  to  slumber,  when  suddenly  1  heard  a 
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louder  noise,  as  if  several  men  were  rushing  up  the 
hill,  and,  grasping  a  sword  and  calling  aloud  for  our 
people,  I  jumped  out  of  the  tent ;  but  there  was 
nobody  to  be  seen.  Going  then  round  the  hill  to 
Mr.  Richardson's  tent,  I  met  him  coming  out  half- 
dressed,  and  begging  me  to  pursue  the  robbers,  who 
had  carried  away  some  of  his  things.  Some  of  his 
boxes  were  dragged  out  of  the  tent,  but  not  emptied : 
none  of  his  servants  were  to  be  seen  except  Said,  all 
the  rest  having  run  away  without  even  giving  an 
alarm  ;  so  that  all  of  us  might  have  been  murdered. 

But  immediately  after  this  accident  we  received 
the  distinct  assurance  of  protection  both  from  the 
sultan  of  A'gades  and  from  the  great  mhllem  Az6ri ; 
and  I  began  to  plan  my  excursion  to  A'gades  more 
definitely,  and  entered  into  communication  with  the 
chief  on  this  point.  Meanwhile  I  collected  a  great 
deal  of  information  *  about  the  country,  partly  from 
a  Tawdti  of  the  name  of  *Abd  el  Kdder(not  the 
same  who  accompanied  us  on  the  road  from  Ghdt), 
and  partly  from  some  of  the  Tin^lkum,  who,  having 
left  us  the  day  after  our  arrival  in  Tint^llust,  had 
dispersed  all  over  the  country,  some  pasturing  their 
camels  in  the  most  favoured  localities,  others  engaged 
in  little  trading  speculations,  and  paying  us  a  visit 
every  now  and  then.  Small  caravans  came  and  went, 
and  among  them  one  from  Suddn,  with  its  goods  laden 

♦  lliat  part  of  my  information  which  regarded  the  topography 
of  the  country,  and  which  I  forwarded  during  our  stay  there,  has 
unfortunately  been  lost. 
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almost  entirely  on  pack-oxen,— a  most  cheerful  sight, 
filling  our  hearts  with  the  utmost  delight,  as  we  were 
sure  that  we  had  now  passed  those  dreary  deserts 
where  nothing  but  the  persevering  and  abstemious 
camel  can  enable  man  to  maintain  communications. 

At  length,  then,  we  were  enabled  to  write  to 
Government,  and  to  our  friends  in  Europe,  assuring 
them  that  we  had  now  overcome,  apparently,  most  of 
the  difficulties  which  appeared  likely  to  oppose  our 
progress,  and  that  we  felt  justified  in  believing  that 
we  had  now  fairly  entered  upon  the  road  which 
would  lead  directly  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects 
of  the  expedition. 

With  regard  to  our  provisions,  Overweg  and  I  were 
at  first  rather  ill  ofi^,  while  Mr.  Richardson,  although 
he  had  been  obliged  to  supply  food  on  the  road  to 
troops  both  of  friends  and  foes,  had  still  a  small  rem- 
nant of  the  considerable  stores  which  he  had  laid  in 
at  Miirzuk.  We  had  been  led  to  expect  that  we 
should  find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  all  necessaries, 
and  even  a  few  luxuries,  in  A^sben  (and  carriage  was 
so  dear  that  we  were  obliged  to  rely  upon  these  pro- 
mises) ;  but  we  were  now  sadly  disappointed.  After 
a  few  days,  however,  the  inhabitants  being  informed 
that  we  were  in  want  of  provisions,  and  were  ready  to 
buy,  brought  us  small  quantities  of  Guinea  com,  butter 
— the  botta  (or  box  made  of  rough  hide,  in  the  way 
common  over  almost  the  whole  of  Central  Africa)  for 
two  or  two  and  a  half  mithkdls, — and  even  a  little 
fresh  cheese ;  we  were  also  able  to  buy  two  or  three 
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goats,  and  by  sending  Ibrahim,  who  had  now  reco- 
vered from  his  guineaworm,  to  A'sodi,  where  provi- 
sions are  always  stored  up  in  small  quantities,  we 
obtained  a  tolerable  camel-load  of  durra  or  sorghum. 

But  I  could  not  relish  this  grain  at  all,  and  as  I 
was  not  able  to  introduce  any  variety  into  my  diet,  I 
suffered  much ;  hence  it  was  fortunate  for  me  that 
I  went  to  A'gades,  where  my  food  was  more  varied, 
and  my  health  consequently  improved.  I  afterwards 
became  accustomed  to  the  various  preparations  of 
sorghum  and  Pennisetum^  particularly  the  asida  or 
tiivo,  and  found  that  no  other  food  is  so  well  adapted 
for  a  hot  climate ;  but  it  requires  a  great  deal  of 
labour  to  prepare  it  well,  and  this  of  course  is  a  dif- 
ficult matter  for  a  European  traveller,  who  has  no 
female  slave  or  partner  to  look  after  his  meals.  Our 
food  during  our  stay  in  A'sben  was  so  ill-prepared 
(being  generally  quite  bitter,  owing  to  the  husk  not 
being  perfectly  separated  from  the  grain)  that  no 
native  of  the  country  would  taste  it. 

Meanwhile  my  negotiation  with  the  chief,  with 
regard  to  my  going  to  A'gades,  which  T  managed  as 
silently  and  secretly  as  possible,  went  on  prosperously; 
and  on  the  30th  of  September  I  took  my  leave  of 
him,  having  with  me  on  the  occasion  a  present  for 
himself,  worth  about  eighty  riy^ls,  or  eleven  pounds 
sterling,  and  the  presents  intended  for  the  sultan  of 
A'gades,  in  order  that  he  might  see  what  they  were 
and  express  his  opinion  upon  them ;  and  I  was  greatly 
pleased  to  find  that  he  was  satisfied  with  both.     He 
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promised  me  perfect  safety,  although  the  undertaking 
looked  a  little  dangerous,  and  had  a  letter  written  to 
'Abd  el  Kader  (or,  in  the  popular  form,  Kddiri — this 
was  the  name  of  the  new  sultan),  wherein  he  re- 
commended me  to  him  in  the  strongest  terms,  and 
enumerated  the  presents  I  meant  to  offer  to  him. 

But  as  soon  as  my  intention  transpired,  all  the 
people,  uninvited  as  well  as  invited,  hastened  to 
give  me  their  best  advice,  and  to  dissuade  me  from 
embarking  in  an  undertaking  which  would  certainly 
be  my  ruin.  Conspicuous  among  these  motley  coun- 
sellors was  a  son  of  Haj  'Abdiiwa,  the  presumptive 
heir  of  A'nnur,  who  conjured  me  to  abandon  my 
design.  These  people,  indeed,  succeeded  in  fright- 
ening Yusuf  Miikni,  Mr.  Richardson's  interpreter, 
whom  the  latter  wished  to  send  with  me  ;  but  as  for 
myself,  I  knew  what  I  was  about,  and  had  full  con- 
fidence in  the  old  chiefs  promise,  and  was  rather 
glad  to  get  rid  of  Miikni,  whom  I  well  knew  to  be 
a  clever,  but  no  less  malicious  and  intriguing  person* 
With  difficulty  I  persuaded  Mohammed,  our  Tunisian 
shushdn,  to  accompany  me ;  and  I  also  succeeded  in 
hiring  Amdnkay,  Mr.  Richardson's  active  black  Biizu 
servant,  who,  however,  on  this  trip  proved  utterly 
useless,  as  we  had  no  sooner  set  out  than  he  began  to 
suffer  from  his  old  complaint  of  guineaworm,  and  was 
the  whole  time  too  lame  for  service. 

I  then  arranged  with  Hdmma,  A'nnur's  son-in-law, 
under  whose  especial  protection  I  was  to  undertake 
my  journey,  but  whom  I  had  to  pay  separately. 
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I  gave  him  the  value  of  eleven  mithkals,  or  about  one 
pound  sterling,  for  himself,  and  hired  from  him  two 
camels,  each  for  six  mithkals.  After  various  delays, 
which,  however,  enabled  me  to  send  off  two  more  of 
my  journals,  together  with  letters,  to  Miirzuk,  by  the 
hand  of  a  half-caste  K^l-owl  of  the  name  of  Bawa 
Amdkita,  our  departure  was  definitively  fixed  for  the 
4th  of  October. 
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CHAR  XVI. 

JOURNEY  TO  a'gADES. 

Friday,     At  length  the  day  arrived  when  I  was  to 
October  4ih.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^y  long-wishcd-for  excursion  to 

A'gades.  For  although  at  that  tune  I  was  not  aware 
of  the  whole  extent  of  interest  attaching  to  that  place, 
it  had  nevertheless  been  to  me  a  point  of  the  strongest 
attraction.  For  what  can  be  more  interesting  than 
a  considerable  town,  said  to  have  been  once  as  large 
as  Tunis,  situated  in  the  midst  of  lawless  tribes,  on 
the  border  of  the  desert  and  of  the  fertile  tracts  of 
an  almost  unknown  continent,  established  there  from 
ancient  times,  and  protected  as  a  place  of  rendezvous 
and  commerce  between  nations  of  the  most  diflferent 
character,  and  having  the  most  various  wants.  It 
is  by  mere  accident  that  this  town  has  not  attracted  as 
much  interest  in  Europe  as  her  sister  town  Timbiiktu. 
It  was  a  fine  morning  with  a  healthy  and  refresh- 
ing light  breeze,  invigorating  both  body  and  mind. 
The  old  chief,  who  had  never  before  visited  our  en- 
campment, now  came  out  to  pay  us  his  compliments, 
assuring  me  once  more,  that  **  my  safety  rested  upon 
his  head."  But  his  heart  was  so  gladdened  at  wit- 
nessing our  efforts  to  befriend  the  other  great  men 
of  his  country,  that  his   habitual  niggardliness  was 
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overcome,  and  with  graceful  hospitality  he  resigned 
one  of  his  bullocks  to  our  party. 

The  little  caravan  I  was  to  accompany  consisted  of 
six  camels,  five  and  thirty  asses,  and  two  bullocks, 
one  of  which  was  allotted  to  me,  till  my  protector 
Himma  should  be  able  to  hire  a  camel  for  me.  But 
although  well  accustomed  to  ,ride  on  horseback  as 
well  as  on  a  camel,  I  had  never  yet  in  my  life  tried  to 
sit  astride  on  the  broad  back  of  a  bullock ;  and  the 
afiair  was  the  more  difficult  as  there  was  no  saddle, 
nor  anything  to  sit  upon,  except  parcels  of  luggage 
not  very  tightly  fastened  to  the  animal's  back,  and 
swinging  from  one  side  to  the  other. 

After  the  first  bullock  had  been  rejected,  as  quite 
unfit,  in  lU  wild,  intractable  mood,  to  carry  me,  or 
indeed  anything  else,  and  when  it  had  been  allowed  to 
return  to  the  herd,  the  second  was  at  length  secured, 
the  luggage  fastened  somehow  on  his  back,  and  I  was 
bid  to  mount.  I  must  truly  confess  that  I  should 
have  been  better  pleased  with  a  horse,  or  even  an  ass ; 
but  still,  hoping  to  manage  matters,  I  took  my  seat, 
and,  bidding  my  fellow-travellers  farewell,  followed 
my  black  companions  up  the  broad  valley  by  which 
we  had  come  from  the  north.  But  we  soon  left  it 
and  ascended  the  rocky  ground,  getting  an  interest- 
ing view  of  the  broad  and  massive  Mount  Eghelldl 
before  us. 

Having  at  first  thought  my  seat  rather  too  insecure 
for  making  observations,  I  grew  by  degrees  a  little 
more  confident,  and,  taking  out  my  compass,  noted  the 
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direiJtion  of  the  road,  when  suddenly  the  baggage 
threatened  to  fall  over  to  the  right,  whereupon  I 
threw  the  whole  weight  of  my  body  to  the  left,  in  order 
to  keep  the  balance ;  but  I  unluckily  overdid  it,  and  so 
all  at  once  down  I  came,  with  the  whole  baggage.  The 
ground  was  rocky ;  and  I  should  inevitably  have  b6en 
hurt  not  a  little,  if  I  had  not  fallen  upon  the  muzzle  of 
my  musket,  which  I  was  carrying  on  my  shoulder,  and 
which  being  very  strong,  sustained  the  shock,  and 
kept  my  head  from  the  ground.  Even  my  compass, 
which  I  had  open  in  my  left  hand,  most  fortunately 
escaped  uninjured ;  and  I  felt  extremely  glad  that 
I  had  fallen  so  adroitly,  but  vowed  never  again  to 
mount  a  bullock. 

I  preferred  marching  on  foot  till  we  reached  the 
valley  EghelMwa,  where  plenty  of  water  is  found 
in  several  wells.  Here  we  halted  a  moment,  and  I 
mounted  behind  Hamma,  on  the  lean  back  of  his 
camel)  holding  on  by  his  saddle;  but  I  could  not 
much  enjoy  my  seat,  as  I  was  greatly  annoyed  by 
his  gun  sticking  out  on  the  right,  and  at  every 
moment  menacing  my  face.  I  was  therefore  much 
pleased  when  we  reached  the  little  village  of  Tigger- 
^resa  Ijang  on  the  border  of  a  broad  valley  well 
-clothed  with  talha-trees,  and  a  little  further  on  en- 
camped in  a  pleasant  recess  formed  by  projecting 
masses  of  granite  blocks ;  for  here  I  was  told  we 
should  surely  find  camels,  and  in  fact  Hdmma  hired 
two  for  me,  for  four  mithkdls  each,  to  go  to  and 
return  from  A'gades.      Here  we  also   changed  our 
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companions,  the  very  intelligent  Mohammed,  a  son  of 
one  of  A'nnur's  sisters,  returning  to  Tint^Uust,  while 
the  turbulent  Mohammed  (I  called  him  by  no  other 
name  than  Mohammed  bdbo  hdnkali),  our  friend 
from  Afls,  came  to  attend  us,  and  with  him  Hdm- 
ineda,  a  cheerful  and  amiable  old  man,  who  was  a 
fair  specimen  of  the  improvement  derivable  from 
the  mixture  of  diflferent  blood  and  of  different  national 
qualities ;  for  while  he  possessed  all  the  cheerfulness 
and  vivacity  of  the  66ber  nation,  his  demeanour  was 
nevertheless  moderated  by  the  soberness  and  gravity 
peculiar  to  the  Berber  race,  and  though,  while  always 
busy,  he  was  not  effectively  industrious,  yet  his 
character  approached  very  closely  to  the  European 
standard. 

He  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  a  more  compre- 
hensive profession  in  these- countries  than  in  Europe, 
although  in  general  these  famous  blacksmiths  have 
neither  iron  nor  tools  to  work  with.  All  over  the 
Tawirek  country  the  "  ^nhad"  (smith)  is  much  re- 
spected, and  the  confraternity  is  most  numerous. 
An  "  ^nhad"  is  generally  the  prime  minister  of  every 
little  chief.  The  Arabs  in  Timbiiktu  call  these  black- 
smiths "  mallem,"  which  may  give  an  idea  of  their 
high  rank  and  respected  character.  Then  there  is 
also  the  "  m'allema,"  the  constant  female  companion  of 
the  chief ^8  wife,  expert  above'  all  in  beautiful  leather 
works. 

In  order  to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  natives,  I  had  taken  no  tent  with 
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ine,  and  sheltered  myself  at  night  under  the  project- 
ing roof  of  the  granite  blocks,  my  K61-owi  friends 
sleeping  around  me. 
satartjay,  Hdmma  was  so  good  as  to  give  up  to  me 
October  6th.  j^ jg  ^^^  ^jj  ^^^eri,  whilc  he  placed  his  simple 
little  saddle  or  "  kiri"  on  the  back  of  the  young  and 
ill-trained  camel  hired  here,  a  proceeding  which  in 
the  course  of  our  journey  almost  cost  him  his  ribs. 
In  truth  I  had  no  saddle ;  yet  my  seat  was  arranged 
comfortably  by  placing  first  two  leathern  bags  filled 
with  soft  articles  across  the  back  of  the  camel,  and 
then  fastening  two  others  over  them  lengthwise,  and 
spreading  my  carpet  over  all.  Even  for  carrying 
their  salt,  the  K^l-owi  very  rarely  employ  saddles,  or 
if  they  do,  only  of  the  lightest  description,  made  of 
straw,  which  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
heavy  and  hot  "  hawiya  "  of  the  Arabs. 

The  country  through  which  we  travelled  was  a 
picturesque  wilderness,  with  rocky  ground  intersected 


at  every  moment  by  winding  valleys  and  dry  water- 
courses richly  overgrown  with  grasses  and  mimosas, 
while  majestic  mountains  and  detached  peaks  towered 
over  the  landscape,  the  most  interesting  object  during 
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the  whole  day  being  Mount  Cher^ka,  with  its  curioua 
double  peak,  as  it  appeared  from  various  sides,  first 
looking  as  if  it  were  a  single  peak,  only  bifurcated 
at  the  top,  then  after  a  while  showing  two  peaks  sepa- 
rated almost  to  the  very  base  and  rising  in  picturesque 
forms  nearly  to  the  same  elevation.     Unfortunately 


our  road  did  not  lead  us  near  it,  although  I  was  as 
anxious  to  explore  this  singular  mountain  as  to  visit 
the  town  of  A'sodi,  which  some  years  ago  attracted 
attention  in  Europe.  We  had  sent  a  present  to 
Astdfidet,  the  chief  of  the  K41-owi  residing  here,  and 
probably  I  should  have  been  well  received;  but 
Hdmma  would  not  hear  of  our  going  there  now,  so 
we  left  the  town  at  no  great  distance  to  the  right, 
and  I  must  content  myself  with  here  inserting  the 
information  obtained  from  other  people  who  had  been 
there  repeatedly. 

A'sodi*,  lying  at  no  great  distance  from  the  foot  of 

♦  It  is  an  obvious  mistake  to  derive  this  name,  which  is  written 
^^\  and  i^ya\,  though  the  former  is  the  more  correct  form  and  is 
evidently  of  sub-Libyan  origin,  from  the  Arabic  word  j^\  (black). 
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Mount  Cher^ka,  which  forms  the  most  characteristic 
feature  of  the  surrounding  landscape,  was  once  an 
important  place,  and  a  great  resort  for  merchants^ 
though,  as  it  is  not  mentioned  by  any  Arabic  writer, 
not  even  by  Leo,  it  would  seem  to  be  of  much  later 
origin  than  A^gades.  Above  a  thousand  houses  built 
of  clay  and  stone  lie  at  present  in  ruins,  while  only 
about  eighty  are  still  inhabited;  this  would  testify 
that  it  was  once  a  comparatively  considerable  place 
with  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  inhabitants.  Such 
an  estimate  of  its  magnitude  is  confirmed  by  the  fact 
that  there  were  seven  tamizgidas,  or  mosques,  in  the 
town,  the  largest  of  which  was  ornamented  with 
columns,  the  "mamber"  alone  being  decorated  with 
three,  while  the  naves  were  covered  in  partly  with  a 
double  roof  made  of  the  stems  of  the  diim-tree,  and 
partly  with  cupolas. 

The  town,  however,  seems  never  to  have  been 
inclosed  with  a  wall,  and  in  this  respect,  as  well 
as  in  its  size,  was  always  inferior  to  A'gades.  At 
present,  although  the  population  is  scattered  about, 
the  market  of  A'sodi  is  still  well  provided  with  provi- 
sions, and  even  with  the  more  common  merchandise. 
The  house  of  the  amandkal  of  the  K^l-owi  is  said  to 
stand  on  a  little  eminence  in  the  western  part  of  the 
town,  surrounded  by  about  twenty  cottages.  There 
is  no  well  inside,  all  the  water  being  fetched  from  a 
well  which  lies  in  a  valley  stretching  from  north  to 
south. 

Conversing  with  my  companions  about  this  place. 
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which  we  left  at  a  short  distance  to  our  right,  and 
having  before  us  the  interesting  picture  of  the  moun- 
tain-range of  Btinday,  with  its  neighbouring  heights, 
forming  onte^  continuous  group  with  Mount  Eghelldl, 


we  reached  the  fine  valley  Chiz61en,  and  rested  in  it 
during  the  hottest  hours  of  the  day  under  a  beautiful 
talha-tree,  while  the  various  beasts  composing  our 
little  caravan  found  a  rich  pasturage  all  around. 

Having  taken  here  a  sufficient  supply  of  very  good 
water  from  hollows  scooped  in  the  sand,  we  continued 
our  march  over  rocky  ground  thickly  covered  with 
herbage,  and  surmounted  on  .our  right  by  the  angular 
outlines  and  isolated  sugar-loafs  of  a  craggy  ridge, 
while  on  our  left  rose  the  broad  majestic  form  of 
Mount  Eghelldl.  As  evening  came  on  I  was  greatly 
cheered  at  the  sight  of  a  herd  of  well-fed  cattle  re- 
turning from  their  pasture-grounds  to  their  night- 
quarters  near  the  village  of  Eghelldl,  which  lies  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  so  named.  They  were  fine 
sturdy  bullocks  of  moderate  size,  all  with  the  hump, 
and  of  glossy  dark-brown  colour. 

In  the  distance,  as  the  Eghelldl  began  to  retire, 
there  appeared  behind  it  in  faint  outlines  Mount 
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Bdghzen,  which  of  late  years  has  become  so  famous 
in  Europe,  and  had  filled  my  imagination  with  lofty 
crests  and  other  features  of  romantic  scenery.  But 
how  disappointed  was  I  when,  instead  of  all  this,  I 
saw  it  stretching  along  in  one  almost  unbroken  line ! 
I  soon  turned  my  eyes  from  it  to  Mount  EghelldJ, 
which  now  disclosed  to  us  a  deep  chasm  or  crevice 
(the  channel  of  powerful  floods)  separating  a  broad 
cone,  and  apparently  dividing  the  whole  mountain- 
mass  into  two  distinct  groups. 


At  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  encamped  in  the 
shallow  valley  of  Eghelldl,  at  some  distance  from  the 
well,  and  were  greatly  delighted  at  being  soon  joined 
by  Hdj  'Abdiiwa,  the  son  of  Fdtima  (A'nnur's  eldest 
sister),  and  the  chief's  presumptive  heir,  a  man  of 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  of  intelligent  and  agree- 
able character.  I  treated  him  with  a  cup  or  two  of 
coflFee  well  sweetened,  and  conversed  with  him  awhile 
about  the  difierence  between  Egypt,  which  he  had 
visited  on  his  pilgrimage,  and  his  own  country.  He 
was  well  aware  of  the  immense  superiority  even  of 
that  state  of  society ;  but  on  the  other  hand  he  had 
not  failed  to  observe  the  misery  connected  with  great 
density  of  population,  and  he  told  me,  with  a  certain 
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degree  of  pride,  that  there  were  few  people  in  Air  so 
miserable  as  a  large  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cairo. 
Being  attacked  by  severe  fever,  he  returned  the  next 
morning  to  his  village  Tdfidet,  but  afterwards  ac- 
companied the  chief  Astdfidet  on  his  expedition  to 
A'gades,  where  I  saw  him  again,  I  met  him  also  in 
the  course  of  my  travels  twice  in  Kiikawa,  whither 
he  alone  of  all  his  tribe  used  to  go  in  order  to 
maintain  friendly  relations  with  that  court,  which 
was  too  often  disturbed  by  the  predatory  habits  of 
roving  K^l-owi. 

Starting  early,  we  soon  reached  a  more    sanday, 
open  coimtry,  which  to  the  eye  seemed  to  ^^^^^  ^^^• 
lean  towards  Mount  B^hzen ;  but  this  was  only  an 


illusion,  as  appeared  clearly  from  the  direction  of  the 
dry  watercourses,  which  all  ran  from  E.  to  W.S.W. 
On  our  right  we  had  now  Mount  A'gata,  which  has 
given  its  name  to  the  village  mentioned  above  as 
lying  at  its  foot.  Here  the  fertility  of  the  soil  seemed 
greatly  increased,  the  herbage  becoming  more  fresh 
and  abundant,  while  numerous  talhas  and  abisgas 
adorned  the  country.  Near  the  foot  of  the  extensive 
mountain-group  of  Bdghzen,  and  close  to  another 
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mountain  called  Ajiiri,  there  are  even  some  very 
favoured  spots, — especially  a  valley  called  Chimmia^ 
ornamented  with  a  fine  date-grove,  which  produces 
fruit  of  excellent  quality.  As  we  entered  the  mean* 
dering  windings  of  a  broad  watercourse,  we  obtained 
an  interesting  view  of  Mount  Beldsega.  The  plain 
now  contracted,  and,  on  entering  a  narrow  defile  of 
the  ridges,  we  had  to  cross  a  small  pass,  from  the  top 
of  which  a  most  charming  prospect  met  our  eyes. 
-  A  grand  and  beautifully-shaped  mountain  rose 
on  our  right,  leaving,  between  its  base  and  the  craggy 


.^-^^ 


heights,  the  oflfehoots  of  which  we  were  crossing, 
a  broad  valley  running  almost  east  and  west,  while 
at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  mountain  a  narrow  but 
richly-adorned  valley  wound  along  through  the  lower 
rocky  ground.  This  was  Mount  Abila,  or  Bila,  which 
is  at  once  one  of  the  most  picturesque  objects  in 
the  country  of  Air,  and  seems  to  bear  an  interesting 
testimony  to  a  connection  with  that  great  family  of 
mankind  which  we  call  the  Semitic ;  for  the  name  of 
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thb  mountain,  or  rather  of  the  moist  and  ^^  green 
vale "  at  its  foot  (throughout  the  desert,  even  in  its 
most  fisivoured  parts,  it  is  the  valley  which  generally 
gives  its  name  to  the  mountain),  is  probably  the  same 
as  that  of  the  well-known  spot  in  Syria,  from  which 
the  province  of  Abilene  has  been  named.* 

A  little  beyond  the  first  dry  watercourse,  where 
water  was  to  be  scooped  out  a  few  feet  under  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  we  rested  for  the  heat  of  the 
day ;  but  the  vegetation  around  was  far  from  being 
BO  rich  here  as  in  the  valley  Tiggeda,  at  the  eastern 
foot  of  the  picturesque  mountain,  where,  after  a  short 
march  in  the  afternoon,  we  encamped  for  the  night. 
This  was  the  finest  valley  I  had  yet  seen  in  the 
country.  The  broad  sandy  bed  of  the  torrent,  at 
present  dry,  was  bordered  with  the  most  beautiful 
fresh  grass,  forming  a  fine  turf,  shaded  by  the  richest 
and  densest  foliage  of  several  kinds  of  mimosa,  the 
tab6rak  or  Balanites^  the  tdghmart,  the  abisga,  and 
tunfdfia  f ,  while  over  all  this  mass  of  verdure  towered 
the  beautiful  peaks  which  on  this  side  start  forth 
from  the  massive  mountain,  the  whole  tinged  with 
the  varied  tints  of  the  setting  sun.  This  delicious 
spectacle  filled  my  heart  with  delight;  and  having 
sat  down  a  little  while  quietly  to  enjoy  it,  I  made 

*  See  Gesenias,  s.  v.  "  abel ;  **  and  compare  Porter,  Five  Years 
in  Damascus,  yoL  i.  p.  264.;  Stanley,  Sinai  and  Palestine,  pp.  404. 
485. 

f  I  have  noticed  in  my  memorandum-book  also,  that  I  saw  here 
the  first  tt^i ;  but  what  **  tiiji  '^  means  I  am  at  present  unable  to  say. 
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a  sketch  of  the   beautiful  forms  of  the   mountain- 
peaks. 


-  .^^^^^^^^ 


>    .  -^' 


Just  before  encamping  we  had  passed  a  small 
chapel  in  ruins  surrounded  by  a  cemetery.  At  that 
time  I  thought  this  valley  identical  with  the  Tekadda 
(as  the  name  is  generally  spelt)  mentioned  by  Ebn 
Khalddn  and  by  Ebn  Batiita*  as  an  independent 
little  Berber  state  between  G6go  and  Kahir,  lying  on 
the  road  of  the  pilgrims;  but  I  found  afterwards 
that  there  is  another  place  which  has  better  claims  to 
this  identification. 


♦  Ebn  Khaldun,   texte  Arabe,  torn.   i.   p.  265. ;   Ebn  Batuta, 
Journal  Asiatique,  1843,  p.  233. 
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We  began  a  most  interesting  day's  march,  Monday, 
winding  first  along  the  vaUey  Tiggeda  ^>^^'7^- 
(which  now  in  the  cool  of  the  morning  was  enlivened 
by  numerous  flocks  of  wild  pigeons),  and  then  over 
a  short  tract  of  rocky  ground  entering  the  still 
more  picturesque  "  ^razar-n-A'sada/'  on  the  west 
only  lined  by  low  rocky  ridges,  but  bordered  towards 
the  east  by  the  steep  massive  forms  of  the  D6gem. 
Here,  indeed,  a  really  tropical  profusion  of  vegetation 
covered  the  whole  bottom  of  the  valley,  and  scarcely 
left  a  narrow  low  passage  for  the  camels,  the  rider 
being  obliged  to  stoop  every  moment  to  avoid  being 
swept  off  his  seat.  The  principal  tree  here  is  the 
diim-tree,  or  Cucifera  Thehaica^  which  I  had  not  seen 
since  Seliifiet ;  but  here  it  was  in  the  wild  picturesque 
state  into  which  it  soon  relapses  if  left  to  nature. 
*  There  was,  besides,  a  great  variety  of  the  acacia 
tribe  all  growing  most  luxuriantly,  and  interwoven 
with  creepers,  which  united  the  whole  mass  of  vege- 
tation into  one  thick  canopy.  I  regret  that  there 
was  no  leisure  for  making  ^  sketch,  as  this  valley  was 
far  more  picturesque  even  than  Aiideras,  of  which  I 
have  been  able  to  give  the  reader  a  slight  outline. 

In  this  interesting  valley  we  met  two  droll  and 
jovial-looking  musicians,  clad  in  a  short  and  narrow 
blue  shirt,  well-fastened  round  their  loins,  and  a  small 
straw  hat.  Each  of  them  carried  a  large  drum,  or 
timbali,  with  which  they  had  been  cheering  the  spirits 
of  a  wedding-party,  and  were  now  proceeding  to  some 
other  place  on  a  similar  errand.    We  then  met  a  large 
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slave-caravan,  consisting  of  about  forty  camels  and 
sixty  slaves,  winding  along  the  narrow  path,  hemmfed 
in  by  the  rank  vegetation,  and  looking  rather  merry 
than  sad,  —  the  poor  blacks  gladdened  doubtless  by 
the  picturesque  landscape,  and  keeping  up  a  lively 
song  in  their  native  melody.  In  the  train  of  this 
caravan,  and  probably  interested  in  its  lawless  mer- 
chandise, went  Sniisi  and  Awed  el  Kh^r,  two  of  the 
camel-drivers  with  whom  we  had  come  from  Miirzuk, 
and  who  probably  had  laid  out  the  money  gained 
from  the  English  Mission  in  the  very  article  of  trade 
which  it  is  the  desire  of  the  English  Government 
to  prohibit.  This  is  a  sinister  result  of  well-meant 
Commercial  impulses,  which  will  probably  subsist  as 
long  as  the  slave-trade  itself  exists  on  the  north  coast 
of  Africa.* 

On  emerging  from  the  thick  forest,  we  obtained  the 
first  sight  of  the  majestic  cone  of  the  D6gem,  while 
a  very  narrow  ravine  or  cleft  in  the  steep  clifis  on 
our  left  led  to  the  village  A'sada.  We  then  began  to 
ascend,  sometimes  along  narrow  ravines,  at  others  on 
sloping  rocky  ground,  all  covered  with  herbage  up  to 
the  summits  of  the  lower  mountains.  In  this  way  we 
reached  the  highest  point  of  the  pass,  about  2500 
feet,  having  the  broad  cone  of  the  D6gem  on  our  left, 
which  I  then  thought  to  be  the  most  elevated  point 
in  Air,  though,  as  I  mentioned  above,  the  old  chief 
A'nnur  maintained  that  the  Timge  is  higher.     This 

*  At  the  moment  I  am  revising  this,  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
the  slave-trade  is  reallj  abolished. 
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conspicuous  mountain  most  probably  consists  of  ba- 
salt; and,  from  what  I  shall  observe  further  on,  it 
may  be  inferred  that  the  whole  group  of  the  Bdghzen 
does  so  too. 

From  this  pass  we  descended  into  the  pebbly  plain 
of  Erdrar-n-D^ndemu,  thickly  overgrown  with  small 
talha-trees,  and  showing  along  the  path  numerous 
foot-prints  of  the  lion,  which  is  extremely  common  in 
these  highland  wildernesses,  which,  while  affording 
sufficient  vegetation  and  water  for  a  variety  of  animals, 
are  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  everywhere  offer  a  safe 
retreat.  However,  from  what  I  saw  of  him,  he  is 
not  a  very  ferocious  animal  here. 

The  weather  meanwhile  had  become  sultry;  and 
when,  after  having  left  the  plain,  we  were  -winding 
through  narrow  glens,  the  storm,  the  last  of  the  rainy 
season,  broke  out ;  and  through  the  mismanagement 
of  the  slaves,  not  only  our  persons,  but  all  our  things, 
were  soaked  with  the  rain.  Our  march  became  rather 
cheerless,  everything  being  wet,  and  the  whole  ground 
covered  with  water,  which  along  the  watercourses 
formed  powerful  torrents.  At  length  we  entered  the 
gloomy,  rugged  valley  of  Tdghist,  covered  with  basaltic 
stones,  mostly  of  the  size  of  a  child's  head,  and  bor- 
dered-by  sorry-looking  rocky  hills. 

Tdghist  is  remarkable  as  the  place  of  prayer 
founded  by  the  man  who  introduced  Isldm  into  Cen- 
tral Negroland*,  and  thus  gave  the  first  impulse  to 

*  I  trust  my  readers  wiU  approve  of  my  using  the  expres- 
sion Western  Negroland  to  denote  the  countries  from  Futa  as 
VOL.  I.  C  C 
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that  continual  struggle  which,  always  extending 
further  and  further,  seems  destined  to  overpower  the 
nations  at  the  very  equator,  if  Christianity  does  not 
presently  step  in  to  dispute  the  ground  with  it.  This 
man  was  the  celebrated  Mohammed  ben  *Abd  el 
Kerim  ben  Maghili,  a  native  of  Biida  in  TawAt*,  and 
a  contemporary  and  intimate  friend  of  the  Sheikh  e' 
Soyiitif,  that  living  encyclopaedia  and  keystone,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  of  Mohammedan 
learning. 

Living  in  the  time  when  the  great  S6nghay  empire 
began  to  decline  from  that  pitch  of  power  which  it 
had  reached  under  the  energetic  sway  of  S6nni  *Ali 
and  Mohammed  el  HAj  A^skia,  and  stung  by  the 
injustice  of  A'skia  Ismail,  who  refused  to  punish  the 
murderers  of  his  son,  he  turned  his  eyes  on  the 
country  where  successful  resistance  had  first  been 
made  against  the  all-absorbing  power  of  the  AsAki, 
and  which,  fresh  and  youthful  as  it  was,  promised  a 
new  splendour,  if  enlightened  by  the  influence  of  a 
purer  religion.     Instigated  by  such  motives,  partly 


far  as  Sdkoto ;  Middle  Suddn,  or  Central  Negroland,  from  Sokoto 
to  Bagirmi ;  and  Eastern  Negroland,  comprising  Waday,  Darfur 
Kordof&n,  and  Scnnar.  However,  here,  when  I  say  that  Mo* 
hammed  ben  'Abd  el  Kerim  introduced  Isl&m  into  Central  Negro- 
land, I  exclude  B6rnu,  where  the  Mohammedan  religion  is  much 
older. 

*  He  may  have  been  born  in  Telemsan  ;  but  at  least  from  very 
early  youth  he  was  settled  in  Taw4t. 

t  E'  Soy6ti's  full  name  is  Abu  '1  Fadhl  JeWl  e'  din  'Abd  e* 
Bahman  el  Kliodairi  e*  Soytiti. 
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merely  personal,  partly  of  a  more  elevated  character, 
Mohammed  ben  'Abd  el  Kerim  turned  his  steps  to* 
wards  Kdtsena^  where  we  shall  find  him  again  ;  but 
on  his  way  thither  he  founded  in  this  spot  a  place  of 
prayer,  to  remain  a  monument  to  the  traveller  of  the 
path  which  the  religion  of  the  One  God  took  from 
the  far  east  to  the  country  of  the  blacks. 

The  "  msid,"  or  "  mesdlla,"  at  present  is  only  marked 
by  stones  laid  out  in  a  tegular  way,  alid  Enclosing  a 
space  from  sixty  to  seventy  feet  long  and  fifteen 
broad,  with  a  small  mehhrdb,  which  is  adorned  (acci- 
dentally or  intentionally,  I  cannot  say)  by  a  young 
talha-tree.  This  is  the  venerated  and  far-fatned 
."  Makdm  e*  Sheikh  ben  'Abd  el  Kerim,"  where  the 
traveller  coming  from  the  north  never  omits  to  say 
his  prayers ;  others  call  it  Msid  Sidi  Baghdddi,  the 
name  Baghdddi  being  often  given  by  the  blacks  to 
the  Sheikh,  who  had  long  resided  in  the  east. 

At  length  we  descended  from  the  rugged  ground 
of  Tdghist  into  the  commencement  of  the  celebrated 
Valley  of  Aiideras,  the  fame  of  which  penetrated  to 
Europe  many  years  ago.  Here  we  encamped,  wet 
as  we  were,  on  the  slope  of  the  rocky  ground,  in 
order  to  guard  against  the  humidity  of  the  valley. 
Opposite  to  us,  towards  the  south,  on  the  top  of 
a  hill,  lay  the  little  village  Aerwen  wan  Tidrak. 
Another  village,  called  I'fargh^n,  is  situated  higher 
up  the  valley  on  the  road  from  Aiideras  to  Da- 
merghii.  On  our  return  I  saw  in  this  valley  a 
barbarous  mode  of  tillage,  three  slaves  being  yoked 

cc  2 
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to  a  sort  of  plough,  and  driven  like  oxen  by  their 
master.  This  is  probably  the  most  southern  place 
in  Central  Africa  where  the  plough  is  used ;  for  all 
over  Suddn  the  hoe  or  fertana  is  the  only  instrument 
used  for  preparing  the  ground. 

While   the  weather  was  clear  and  fine, 

•    Tuesday,  ^  ^ 

October  8th.  thc  Valley,  bordered  on  both  sides  by  steep 
precipices,  and  adorned  with  a  rich  grove  of  ddm- 
trees,  and  bush  and  herbage  in  great  variety,  displayed 
its  mingled  beauties,  chiefly  about  the  well,  where, 
on  our  return-journey,  I  made  the  accompanying 
sketch.  This  valley,  as  well  as  those  succeeding 
it,  is  able  to  produce  not  only  millet,  but  even  wheat, 
wine,  and  dates,  with  almost  every  species  of  vege- 
table ;  and  there  are  said  to  be  fifty  garden  fields  (g6- 
naki)  near  the  village  of  Ffargh^n. 

But  too  soon  we  left  this  charming  strip  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  ascended  the  rocky  ground  on  our  right, 
above  which  again  rose  several  detached  hills,  one 
of  which  had  so  interesting  and  well-marked  a  shape 
that   I   sketched  its  outlines.     The  road  which  we 


followed  is  not  the  common  one.  The  latter,  after 
crossing  very  rugged  ground  for  about  fifteen  miles, 
keeps  along  the  fine  deep  valley  T^lwa  for  about  ten 
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miles,  and  then  ascending  for  about  an  hour,  reaches 
A'gades  in  three  hours  more.  This  latter  road 
passes  by  TimeMn,  where  at  times  a  considerable 
market  is  said  to  be  held. 

Having  descended  again,  we  found  the  ground  in 
the  plain  covered  with  a  thin  crust  of  natron,  and 
further  on  met  people  busy  in  collecting  it ;  but  it  is 
not  of  very  good  quality,  nor  at  all  comparable  to 
that  of  Miiniy6  or  to  that  of  the  shores  of  Lake  Ts^d. 
There  are  several  places  on  the  border  between  the 
desert  and  the  fertile  districts  of  Negroland,  which 
produce  this  mineral,  which  forms  a  most  important 
article  of  commerce  in  middle  Suddn.  Another  well- 
known  natron-district  is  in  Zab^rma ;  but  in  Western 
Suddn  natron  is  almost  unknown,  and  it  is  only  very 
rarely  that  a  small  sample  of  it  can  be  got  in  Tim- 
buktu. Many  of  the  K61-owi  have  learnt  (most 
probably  from  the  Teda  or  Tebu)  the  disgusting  cus- 
tom of  chewing  tobacco  intermixed  with  natron,  while 
only  very  few  of  them  smoke. 

The  monotony  of  the  country  ceased  when  we 
entered  the  valley  Biidde,  which,  running  in  the 
direction  of  our  path  from  S.S.W.  to  N.N.E.,  is 
adorned  with  a  continuous  strip  of  diim-trees,  besides 
abisga  and  talha  ;  but  the  latter  were  of  rather  poor 
growth  in  the  northern  part  of  the  valley.  Having 
crossed  at  noon  the  broad  sandy  watercourse,  which 
winds  through  the  rich  carpet  of  vegetation,  and 
where  there  happened  to  be  a  tolerably  large  pond  of 
water,  we  encamped  in  the  midst  of  the  thicket.     Here 

c  c  3 
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the  mimosas  attained  such  an  exuberance  as  I  had 
scarcely  observed  even  in  the  valley  A'sada,  and  be- 
ing closely  interwoven  with  "grdffeni"  or  climbing 
plants,  they  formed  an  almost  impenetrable  thicket. 
From  the  midst  of  this  thorny  mass  of  vegetation  a 
beautiful  ripe  fruit,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  of 
the  size  of  a  date,  and  of  dark-red  colour,  awakened 
the  desire  of  the  traveller ;  but  having  eaten  a  few, 
I  found  them,  though  SAveet,  rather  mawkish. 

Here  too  I  first  became  acquainted  with  the  trouble- 
some nature  of  the  "  karc^ngia,"  or  Pennisetum  diati- 
ehunij  which,  together  with  the  ant,  is  to  the  traveller 
in  Central  Africa  his  greatest  and  most  constant 
inconvenience.  It  was  just  ripe ;  and  the  little  burr* 
like  seeds  attached  themselves  to  every  part  of  my 
dress.  It  is  quite  necessary  to  be  always  provided 
wth  small  pincers,  in  order  to  draw  out  from  the 
fingers  the  little  stings,  which,  if  left  in  the  skin,  will 
cause  sores.  None  even  of  the  wild  roving  native3 
is  ever  without  such  an  instrument.  But  it  is  not  a 
useless  plant ;  for,  besides  being  the  most  nourishing 
food  for  cattle,  it  furnishes  even  man  with  a  rather 
slight,  but  by  no  means  tasteless  food.  Many  of  the 
Tawdrek,  from  B6rnu  as  far  as  Timbiiktu,  subsist 
more  or  less  upon  the  seeds  of  the  Pennisetum  di- 
stichuniy  which  they  call  "  lizak."  The  drink  made  of 
it  is  certainly  not  bad,  resembling  in  coolness  the 
fiira  or  ghussub-water. 

From  the  circumstance  that  our  Kel-owi  were 
licre  cutting  grass  for  the  camels,  I  concluded  that 


Digitized  by  Lj0OQIC 


Chap.  XVI.       IMGHA'd   OF  THE  VALLEYS.  391 

the  next  part  of  our  journey  would  lead  through  an 
entirely  sterile  tract;  but  though  the  herbage  was 
here  exuberant,  it  was  not  at  all  wanting  further  on. 
Having  left  the  valley  awhile  to  our  right,  we  soon 
re-entered  it,  and  crossed  several  beautiful  branches 
of  it  very  rich  in  vegetation.  We  then  encamped 
on  an  open  place  beyond  the  southernmost  branch, 
close  to  a  cemetery  of  the  Imghdd  who  inhabit  a 
small  village  to  the  east  called  Tawar  Nwaijdiid,  and 
further  on  some  other  villages,  called  T^ndau,  Tin- 
talxSrak,  and  Em^lloli. 

While,  with  the  rest  of  our  companions,  We  tried 
to  make  ourselves  comfortable  on  the  hard  ground 
and  under  the  open  canopy  of  heaven,  Hdmma  and 
Mohammed  took  up  their  quarters  with  the  Imghdd, 
and,  according  to  their  own  statement  on  their  re- 
turn the  following  morning,  were  very  hospitably 
treated,  both  by  the  male  and  female  part  of  the 
inhabitants.  As  for  the  Imghdd  who  live  in  these 
fertile  valleys  round  A'gades,  they  are  divided  into 
numerous  sections,  of  which  I  learnt  the  following 
names: — the  Eh^r-heren,  the  K^l-chisem,  the  Tara- 
naiji,  the  Eddrreban,  the  Yowiiswosan,  the  Efel^n- 
geras,  the  E'heten*,  the  Tariwdza,  the  Ihingemdngh, 
the  Egemm^n,  the  Edell^n,  the  K^l-t^dele,  and  the 
Ik6han^n. 

Our  route  led  us  over  stony  ground  till    Wednesday, 
we  reached  another  favoured  valley,  called    ^'<>^  9'*>- 

^  This  name  may  be  coDnected  with  the  Songhay  or  Sdnrhay ; 
the  Awelimmiden,  at  least,  call  the  S<$nghay  people  Eh^tane. 
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Tefdrrakad,  where,  owing  to  the  watercourse  being 
divided  into  several  branches,  vegetation  is  spread 
over  a  larger  space.  Here,  while  our  K61-owi  hung 
a  little  behind,  two  Imghad,  mounted  on  camels, 
attached  themselves  to  us  and  became  rather  trouble- 
some; but  they  looked  so  famished  and  thin  that 
they  awakened  pity  rather  than  any  other  feeling, 
their  dress  and  whole  attire  being  of  the  poorest 
description.  Further  on,  when  we  had  left  the 
valley,  and  ascended  rocky  ground,  we  met  a  small 
caravan  of  the  same  mixed  kind  as  our  own  troop, 
— camels,  bullocks,  asses,  and  men  on  foot;  they 
were  returning  to  their  village  with  provision  of 
Negro  millet,  which  they  had  bought  in  A'gades. 

We  had  scarcely  advanced  three  miles  when  we  de- 
scended again  into  another  long,  beautiful  hollow  in 
the  rocky  ground,  the  vaUey  B6ghel,  which,  besides 
a  fine  grove  of  diim-trees,  exhibits  one  very  large 
and  remarkable  specimen  of  the  tree  called  baure* 
in  Hdusa,  a  large  ficus  with  ample  fleshy  leaves  of 
beautiful  green.  This  specimen,  so  far  to  the  north, 
measured  not  less  than  twenty-six  feet  in  circum- 
ference at  the  height  of  eight  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  was  certainly  eighty  feet  high,  with  a  full, 
wide-spreading  crown.  I  scarcely  remember  after- 
wards to  have  seen  in  all  Suddn  a  larger  baure  than 
this.     Here,  for  the  first  time,  I  heard  the  Guinea 


*  This  tree  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  Adansonia,  with 
which  it  has  been  supposed  to  be  identical. 
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fowl  ("tdliat"  or  "taUelt"  in  Temashight,  "zab6'^  in 
Hdusa) ;  for  I  did  not  see  it,  the  birds  keeping  to 
the  thick  and  impenetrable  underwood  which  filled 
the  intervals  between  the  diim-trees; 

At  noon  the  wood,  which  was  rather  more  than 
half  a  mile  in  breadth,  formed  one  continued  and 
unbroken  cluster  of  thicket  in  the  most  picturesque 
state  of  wild  luxuriance,  while  further  on,  where  it 
became  a  little  clearer  of  underwood,  the  ground  was 
covered  with  a  sort  of  wild  melon ;  but  my  friend 
the  blacksmith,  who  took  up  one  of  them  and  applied 
his  teeth  to  it,  threw  it  away  with  such  a  grimace, 
that  I  rather  suspect  he  mistook  a  colocynth,  "  jan- 
gunna,"  for  a  melon,  "gunna."  Numbers  of  the 
Asdepias  gigantea^  which  never  grows  on  a  spot 
incapable  of  cultivation,  bore  testimony  to  the  fer- 
tility of  the  soil,  which  was  soon  more  clearly  demon- 
strated by  a  small  corn-field  still  under  cultivation. 
Traces  of  former  cultivation  were  evident  on  all 
sides.  There  can  scarcely  be  the  least  doubt  that 
these  valleys,  which  were  expressly  left  to  the  care  of 
the  degraded  tribes  or  the  Imghdd,  on  condition  of 
their  paying  from  the  produce  a  certain  tribute  to 
their  masters,  once  presented  a  very  difi^erent  aspect ; 
but  when  the  power  of  the  ruler  of  A'gades  dwindled 
away  to  a  shadow,  and  when  the  Imghdd,  who  received 
from  him  their  kaid  or  governor,  "  tdgaza,"  ceased  to 
fear  him,  preferring  robbery  and  pillage  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  ground,  these  fine  valleys  were  left  to 
themselves,  and  relapsed  into  a  wilderness. 
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We  encamped  at  an  early*  hour  in  the  afternoon 
near  the  watercourse,  but  did  not  succeed  in  obtain- 
ing water  by  digging,  so  that  we  could  not  even  cook 
a  little  supper.  Further  down  the  valley  there  had 
been  a  copious  supply  of  water ;  and  we  had  passed 
there  a  numerous  caravan  of  asses  near  a  large  pool ; 
but  my  companions,  who  were  extremely  negligent  in 
this  respect,  would  not  then  lay  in  a  supply.  Several 
Tawdrek,  or  rather  Im6shagh  and  Imghdd,  encamped 
around  us  for  the  night,  and  thus  showed  that  we 
were  approaching  a  centre  of  intercourse. 

Owing  to  our  want  of  water,  we  started  at  a  very 
early  hour,  and,  ascending  gradually,  after  a  little 
more  than  three  miles,  reached  the  height  of  the 
pebbly  plateau  on  which  the  town  of  A'gades  has 
been  built.  After  having  received  several  accounts 
of  this  naked  "  hamm^da "  or  ^'  t^nere "  stretching 
out  to  the  distance  of  several  days,  I  was  agreeably 
surprised  to  find  that  it  was  by  no  means  so  dreary 
and  monotonous  as  I  had  been  led  to  expect,  forming 
now  and  then  shallow  depressions  a  few  feet  only 
lower  than  the  pebbly  surface,  and  sometimes  extend- 
ing to  a  considerable  distance,  where  plenty  of  herb- 
age and  middle-sized  acacia  were  growing.  The 
road  was  now  becoming  frequented;  and  my  com- 
panions, with  a  certain  feeling  of  pride,  showed  me 
in  the  distance  the  high  "  MesAUaje,"  or  minaret, 
the  glory  of  A'gades.  Having  obtained  a  supply  of 
water,  and  quenched  our  thirst,  to  my  great  astonish- 
ment we  proceeded  to  encamp  at  half-past  seven  ia 
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the  morning  in  one  of  these  shallow  hollows ;  and  I 
learnt  that  we  were  to  stay  here  the  whole  day  till 
near  sunset,  in  order  to  enter  the  town  in  the  dark. 

We  were  here  met  by  two  horsemen  from  A'gades 
(the  son  of  the  kddhi,  and  a  companion),  who,  I  sup- 
pose, had  come  out  on  purpose  to  see  us.  They  had 
a  very  chevaleresque  look,  and  proved  highly  interest- 
ing to  me,  as  they  were  the  first  horsemen  I  had  seen 
in  the  country.  The  son  of  the  kddhi,  who  was  a 
fine,  tall  man,  was  well-dressed  in  a  tobe  and  trowsers 
of  silk  and  cotton  ;  he  carried  only  an  iron  spear 
besides  his  sword  and  dagger,  but  no  shield.  But, 
for  me,  the  most  interesting  part  of  their  attire  was 
their  stirrups,  which  are  almost  European  in  shape, 
but  made  of  copper.  Of  this  metal  were  made 
also  the  ornaments  on  the  harness  of  their  horses ; 
their  saddles  also  were  very  unlike  what  I  had  yet 
seen  in  these  countries,  and  nearly  the  same  as  the 
old  Arab  saddle,  which  dififers  little  from  the  English* 

While  encamped  here,  I  bought  from  H^mma  a 
black  Suddn  tobe,  which,  worn  over  ainother  very  large 
white  tobe  or  shirt,  and  covered  with  a  white  berniis, 
gave  me  an  appearance  more  suited  to  the  country, 
while  the  stains  of  indigo  soon  made  my  coraplexioa 
a  few  shades  darker.  This  exterior  accommodation 
io  the  custom  of  the  natives,  my  friend  Hdmma  re- 
presented as  es3ential  for  securing  the  success  of  my 
undertaking ;  and  it  had,  besides,  the  advantage  that  it 
gave  rise  to  the  rumour  that  the  sultan  of  A'gades 
himself  had  presented  me  with  this  dress. 
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At  length,  when  the  sun  was  almost  down,  and 
when  it  was  known  that  the  K^l-ger^s  and  Itisan 
(who  had  come  to  A'gades  in  very  great  numbers,  in 
order  to  proceed  on  their  journey  to  Bilma  after  the 
investiture  of  the  new  sultan)  had  retreated  to  their 
encampments  at  some  distance  from  the  town,  we 
started,  and  were  soon  met  by  several  people,  who 
came  to  pay  their  compliments  to  my  companions. 
On  entering  the  town,  we  passed  through  a  half- 
deserted  quarter  and  at  length  reached  the  house  of 
A'nnur,  where  we  were  to  take  up  our  abode.  But 
arriving  in  a  new  place  at  night  is  never  very  plea- 
sant, and  must  be  still  less  so  where  there  are  no 
lamps ;  it  therefore  took  us  some  time  to  make  our- 
selves tolerably  comfortable.  But  I  was  fortunate 
in  receiving  hospitable  treatment  from  our  travel- 
ling companion  *Abd  el  Kdder,  who  being  lodged 
in  a  chamber  close  to  mine,  sent  me  a  well-prepared 
dish  of  kuskusu,  made  of  Indian  corn.  I  could  not 
relish  the  rice  sent  by  one  of  A'nnur's  wives,  who 
resides  here,  owing  to  its  not  being  seasoned  with 
any  salt,  a  practice  to  which  I  became  afterwards 
more  accustomed,  but  which  rather  astonished  me  in 
a  country  the  entire  trade  of  which  consists  in  salt. 

Having  spread  my  mat  and  carpet  on  the  floor,  I 
slept  well,  in  the  pleasing  consciousness  of  having  suc- 
cessfully reached  this  first  object  of  my  desires,  and 
dreaming  of  the  new  sphere  of  inquiry  on  which  I 
had  entered. 
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a'oades. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  whole  body  of  people  from 
Tawdt  who  were  residing  in  the  place,  *Abd  el  K&det 
at  their  head,  paid  me  a  visit.  The  Tawdtiye  are  still, 
at  the  present  time  (like  their  forefathers  more  than 
300  yesxB  ago),  the  chief  merchants  in  A'gades ;  and 
they  are  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of  this  market, 
for,  having  but  small  means,  and  being  more  like 
pedlars  or  retail  dealers,  they  sit  quietly  down  with 
their  little  stock,  and  try  to  make  the  most  of  it  by 
buying  Negro  millet  when  it  is  cheap,  and  retailing  it 
when  it  becomes  dear.  Speculation  in  grain  is  now 
the  principal  business  transacted  in  A'gades,  since 
the  branches  of  commerce  of  which  I  shall  speak 
further  on,  and  which  once  made  the  place  rich  and 
important,  have  been  diverted  into  other  channels. 
Here  I  will  only  remark,  that  it  is  rather  curious 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Tawdt,  though  enterprising 
travellers,  never  become  rich.  Almost  all  the  money 
with  which  they  trade  belongs  to  the  people  of 
Ghaddmes  ;  and  their  profits  only  allow  them  to 
dress  and  live  well,  of  which  they  are  very  fond. 
Till  recently,  the  K61-owi  frequented  the  market  of 
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Tawdt,  while  they  were  excluded  from  those  of  Ghat 
and  Miirzuk ;  but  at  present  the  contrary  takes  place, 
and,  while  they  are  admitted  in  the  two  latter  places, 
Tawdt  has  been  closed  against  them. 

Several  of  these  Tawdtiye  were  about  to  return  to 
their  native  country,  and  were  anxiously  seeking  in- 
formation as  to  the  time  when  the  caravan  of  the 
Sakomdren,  which  had  come  to  Tin-t^Uust,  intended 
to  start  on  their  return-journey,  as  they  wished  to 
go  in  their  company.  Among  them  was  a  man  of 
the  name  of  'Abdallah,  with  whom  I  became  after- 
wards very  intimate,  and  obtained  from  him  a  great 
deal  of  information.  He  was  well  acquainted  with 
that  quarter  of  the  African  continent  which  lies  be- 
tween Tawdt,  Timbuktu,  and  A'gades,  having  been 
six  times  to  A'gades  and  five  times  to  Timbiiktu,  and 
was  less  exacting  than  the  mass  of  his  countrymen* 
The  most  interesting  circumstance  which  I  learnt 
from  them  to-day  was  the  identity  of  the  Emg^desi 
language  with  that  of  Timbiiktu,  —  a  fact  of  which 
I  had  no  previous  idea,  thinking  that  the  Hdusa 
language,  as  it  was  the  vulgar  tongue  of  the  whole 
of  A'sben,  was  the  indigenous  language  of  the  natives 
of  A'gades.  But  about  this  most  interesting  fact  I 
shall  say  more  afterwards. 

When  the  Tawdtiye  were  about  to  go  away,  A'ma- 
gay,  or  Mdggi,  as  he  is  generally  called,  the  chief 
eunuch  of  the  sultan,  came ;  and  I  was  ordered  by 
my  K61-ow{  companions,  who  had  put  on  all  their 
finery,  to  make  myself  ready  to  pay  a  visit  to  the 
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sultan.  Throwing,  therefore,  my  white  heldli  bernus 
over  my  black  tobe,  and  putting  on  my  richly- 
ornamented  Ghaddrasi  shoes,  which  formed  my 
greatest  finery,  I  took  up  the  letters  and  the  treaty, 
and  solicited  the  aid  of  my  servant  Mohammed  to 
assist  me  in  getting  it  signed ;  but  he  refused  to 
perform  any  such  service,  regarding  it  as  a  very 
gracious  act  on  his  part  that  he  went  with  me  at  all. 
The  streets  and  the  market-places  were  still  empty 
when  we  went  through  them,  which  left  upon  me 
the  impression  of  a  deserted  place  of  by-gone  times  ; 
for  even  in  the  most  important  and  central  quarters 
of  the  town,  most  of  the  dwelling-houses  were  in  ruins. 
Some  meat  was  lying  ready  for  sale ;  and  a  bullock 
was  tied  to  a  stake,  while  numbers  of  large  vultures, 
distinguished  by  their  long  naked  neck,  of  reddish 
colour,  and  their  dirty-greyish  plumage,  were  sitting 
on  the  pinnacles  of  the  crumbling  walls  ready  to 
pounce  upon  any  kind  of  ofi^al.  These  natural  sca- 
vengers I  afterwards  found  to  be  the  constant  in- 
habitants of  all  the  market-places,  not  only  in  this 
town,  but  in  all  the  places  in  the  interior.  Directing 
our  steps  by  the  high  watch-tower,  which,  although 
built  only  of  clay  and  wood,  yet,  on  account  of  its 
contrast  to  the  low  dwelling-houses  around,  forms  a 
conspicuous  object,  we  reached  the  gate  which  leads 
into  the  palace  or  fdda,  a  small  separate  quarter  with 
a  large  irregular  courtyard,  and  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  larger  and  smaller  dwellings.  Even  these 
were  partly   in   ruins ;   and   one  or  two  wretched 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


400  TRAVELS   IN  AFRICA.  Chap.  XVH. 

conical  cottages  built  of  reeds  and  grass,  in  the  midst 
of  them,  showed  anything  but  a  regard  to  cleanliness. 
The  house,  however,  in  which  the  sultan  himself 
dwelt  proved  to  have  been  recently  repaired,  and  had 
a  neat  and  orderly  appearance ;  the  wall  was  nicely 
polished,  and  the  gate  newly  covered  in  with  boards 
made  of  the  stem  of  the  diim-tree,  and  furnished  with 
a  door  of  the  same  material. 

We  seated  ourselves  apart,  on  the  right  side  of  a 
vestibule,  which,  as  is  the  case  in  all  the  houses 
of  this  place,  is  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  room 
by  a  low  balustrade  about  ten   inches   high,   and 

in  this  shape  1^^^^^  •  Meanwhile  Mdggi  had  an* 
nounced  us  to  his  Majesty,  and,  coming  back,  con- 
ducted us  into  the  adjoining  room,  where  he  had 
taken  his  seat.  It  was  separated  from  the  vestibule 
by  a  very  heavy  wooden  door,  and  was  far  more  decent 
than  I  had  expected.  It  was  about  forty  or  fifty  feet 
in  every  direction,  the  rather  low  roof  being  supported 
by  two  short  and  massive  columns  of  clay,  slightly 


decreasing  in  thickness  towards  the  top,  and  furnished 
with  a  simple  abacus  ;  over  which  one  layer  of  large 
boards  was  placed  in  the  breadth,  and  two  in  the 
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depth  of  the  room,  sustaining  the  roof  formed  of 
lighter  boards.  These  are  covered  in  with  branches, 
over  which  mats  are  spread,  the  whole  being  completed 
Avith  a  layer  of  clay.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  room, 
between  the  two  columns,  was  a  heavy  door  giving 
access  into  the  interior  of  the  house,  while  a  large 
opening  on  either  side  admitted  the  light. 

*Abd  el  Kdderi,  the  son  of  the  sultan  el  Bdkiri,  was 
seated  between  the  column  to  the  right  and  the  wall, 
and  appeared  to  be  a  tolerably  stout  man,  with  large 
benevolent  features,  as  far  as  the  white  shawl  wound 
around  his  face  would  allow  us  to  perceive.  The 
white  colour  of  the  lithdm,  and  that  of  his  shirt, 
which  was  of  grey  hue,  together  with  his  physi- 
ognomy, at  once  announced  him  as  not  belonging  to 
the  Tawdrek  race.  Having  saluted  him  one  after 
the  other,  we  took  our  seats  at  some  distance  oppo- 
site to  him,  when,  after  having  asked  Hdmma  some 
complimentary  questions  with  regard  to  the  old  chief, 
he  called  me  to  come  near  to  him,  and  in  a  very 
kind  manner  entered  into  conversation  with  me, 
asking  me  about  the  English  nation,  of  which,  not- 
withstanding all  their  power,  he  had,  in  his  retired 
spot,  never  before  heard,  not  suspecting  that  "  English 
powder  "  was  derived  from  them. 

After  explaining  to  him  how  the  English,  although 
placed  at  such  an  immense  distance,  wished  to  enter 
into  friendly  relations  with  all  the  chiefs  and  great 
men  on  the  earth,  in  order   to   establish  peaceable 

VOL.  I.  D  D 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


402  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA.  Chap.  XVII. 

and  legitimate  intercourse  with  them,  I  delivered 
to  him  A'nnur's  and  Mr.  Richardson^s  letters,  and 
begged  him  to  forward  another  letter  to  *Aliyu,  the 
sultan  of  S6koto,  wherein  we  apologised  for  our 
incapability,  after  the  heavy  losses  and  the  many  ex- 
tortions we  had  suffered,  of  paying  him  at  present  a 
visit  in  his  capital,  expressing  to  *Abd  el  K4der,  at  the 
same  time,  how  unjustly  we  had  been  treated  by  tribes 
subject  to  his  dominion,  who  had  deprived  us  of  nearly 
all  the  presents  we  were  bringing  with  us  for  himself 
and  the  other  princes  of  Suddn.  While  expressing 
his  indignation  on  this  account,  and  regretting  that  I 
should  not  be  able  to  go  on  directly  to  S6koto,  whither 
he  would  have  sent  me  with  the  greatest  safety  in 
company  with  the  salt-caravan  of  the  K61-geres,  and  at 
the  same  time  giving  vent  to  his  astonishment  that, 
although  young,  I  had  already  performed  journeys  so 
extensive,  he  dismissed  us,  after  we  had  placed  before 
him  the  parcel  containing  the  presents  destined  for 
him.  The  whole  conversation,  not  only  with  me,  but 
also  with  my  companions,  was  in  the  Hdusa  language* 
I  should  have  liked  to  have  broached  to  him  the 
treaty  at  once ;  but  the  moment  was  not  favourable. 

On  the  whole,  I  look  upon  'Abd  el  Kdder  as  a  man 
of  great  worth,  though  devoid  of  energy.  All  the 
people  assured  me  that  he  was  the  best  of  the  family 
to  which  the  sultan  of  A'gades  belongs.  He  had  been 
already  sultan  before,  but,  a  few  years  ago,  was 
deposed  in  order  to  make  way  for  Hdmed  e'  Rufay, 
whom  he  again  succeeded;  but  in  1853,  while  I  was 
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in  S6koto,  he  was  once  more  compelled  to  resign  in 
favour  of  the  former. 

While  returning  with  my  companions  to  our 
lodging,  we  met  six  of  B6ro'8  sons,  among  whom  our 
travelling  companion  Hdj  'Ali  was  distinguished  for 
his  elegance.  They  were  going  to  the  palace  in  order 
to  perform  their  office  as  "  faddwa-n-serki "  (royal 
courtiers),  and  were  very  complaisant  when  they  were 
informed  that  I  had  been  graciously  received  by  his 
Majesty.  Having  heard  from  them  that  B6ro,  since 
his  return,  had  been  ill  with  fever,  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  induce  my  followers  to  accompany  me  on  a 
visit  to  him. 

Mohammed  B6ro  has  a  nice  little  house  for  a  town 
like  A^gades,  situated  on  the  small  area  called  Erdrar- 
n-sAkan,"  or  "  the  place  of  the  young  camels."  It  is 
shown  in  the  accompanying  sketch.     The  house  itself 

consists  of  two  stories,  and  furnishes  a 
al^Bf^  good  specimen  of  the  better  houses  of  the 

town;  its  interior  was  nicely  white- 
washed. B6ro,  who  was  greatly  pleased  with  our 
visit,  received  us  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  when 
we  left  accompanied  us  a  long  way  down  the  street. 
Though  he  holds  no  office  at  present,  he  is  neverthe- 
less a  very  important  personage,  not  only  in  A'gades, 
but  even  in  S6koto,  where  he  is  regarded  as  the 
wealthiest  merchant.  He  has  a  little  republic  of  his 
own  (like  the  venerable  patriarchs)  of  not  less  than 
about  fifty  sons  with  their  families;   but  he   still 
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possesses  such  energy  and  enterprise,  that  in  1854  he 
was  about  to  undertake  another  pilgrimage  to  Mekka. 

When  I  had  returned  to  my  quarters,  Mdggi 
brought  me,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  my  presents,  a 
fat  large-sized  ram  from  *Abd  el  Kdder,  which  was 
an  excellent  proof  that  good  meat  can  be  got  here. 
There  is  a  place  called  Aghillad,  three  or  four  days' 
journey  west  from  A'gades  *,  which  is  said  to  be  very 
rich  in  cattle.  On  this  occasion  I  gave  to  the  influ- 
ential eunuch,  for  himself,  an  aliydfu,  or  sub^ta,  — 
a  white  shawl  with  a  red  border.  In  the  afternoon  I 
took  another  walk  through  the  town,  first  to  the 
erdrar-n-sdkan,  which,  though  it  had  been  quiet  in 
the  morning,  exhibited  now  a  busy  scene,  about  fifty 
camels  being  offered  for  sale,  most  of  them  very 
young,  and  the  older  ones  rather  indifferent.  But 
while  the  character  of  the  article  for  sale  could  not  be 
estimated  very  high,  that  of  the  men  employed  in  the 
business  of  the  market  attracted  my  full  attention. 

They  were  tall  men  with  broad  coarse  features, 
very  different  from  any  I  had  seen  before,  and  with 
long  hair  hanging  down  upon  their  shoulders  and  over 
their  face,  in  a  way  which  is  an  abomination  to  the 
Tawdrek;  but  upon  inquiry  I  learnt  that  they  be- 
longed to  the  tribe  of  the  Ighdal^n,  or  E'ghedel,  a 
very  curious  mixed 'tribe  of  Berber  and  S6nghay 
blood,  and  speaking    the   S6nghay  language.     The 

*  I  am  not  quite  sure  with  regard  to  this  place,  as  I  find  a 
note  in  mj  memorandum-book,  *'The  name  of  the  place  in  question 
is  Ingal,  on  the  road  to  Sdkoto,  and  not  Aghillad." 
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mode  of  buying  and  selling,  also,  was  very  peculiar ; 
for  the  price  was  neither  fixed  in  dollars,  nor  in 
shells,  but  either  in  merchandise  of  various  descrip- 
tion, such  as  calico,  shawls,  tobes — or  in  Negro 
millet,  which  is  the  real  standard  of  the  market  of 
A'gades  at  the  present  time,  while  during  the  period 
of  its  prime,  it  was  apparently  the  gold  of  G%ho. 
This  way  of  buying  or  selling  is  called  "kdrba." 
There  was  a  very  animated  scene  between  two  per- 
sons; and  to  settle  the  dispute  it  was  necessary  to 
apply  to  the  "  serki-n-kdswa,"  who  for  every  camel 
sold  in  the  market  receives  three  "  r^jel." 

From  this  place  we  went  to  the  vegetable-market, 
or  "  kdswa-n-delelti  *,"  which  was  but  poorly  sup- 
plied, only  cucumbers  and  molukhia  (or  CorchorrjLS 
olitorius)  being  procurable  in  considerable  plenty. 
Passing  thence  to  the  butchers'  market,  we  found  it 
very  well  supplied,  and  giving  proof  that  the  town 
was  not  yet  quite  deserted,  although  some  stran- 
gers were  just  gathering  for  the  installation  of  the 
sultan,  as  well  as  for  the  celebration  of  the  great 
holiday,  the  *Aid  el  kebir,  or  Salla-leja.  I  will  only 
observe  that  this  market  (from  its  name,  "  k^swa-n- 
rdkoma,"  or  "y6bu  yoewoeni")  seems  evidently  to 
have  been  formerly  the  market,  where  full-grown  ca- 
mels were  sold.  We  then  went  to  the  third  market, 
called  Katdnga,  where,  in  a  sort  of  hall  supported  by 
the  stems  of  the  diim-tree,  about  six  or  seven  women 

*  Delelti  is  not  a  Hdusa  word.  .... 
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were  exhibiting  on  a  sort  of  frame  a  variety  of  small 
things,  such  as  beads  and  necklaces,  sandals,  small 
oblong  tin  boxes  such  as  the  Kel-owi  wear 
for  carrying  charms,  small  leather  boxes 
of  the  shape  here  represented,  but  of  all 
possible  sizes,  from  the  diameter  of  an  inch 
to  as  much  as  six  inches.  They  are  very 
neatly  made  in  different  colours,  and  are  used  for 
tobacco,  perfumes,  and  other  purposes,  and  are  called 
"  botta."  I  saw  here  also  a  very  nice  plate  of  copper, 
which  I  wanted  to  buy  the  next  day,  but  found  that 
it  was  sold.  A  donkey-saddle,  "dkomar,"  and  a 
camel- saddle  or  "  kiri,"  were  exposed  for  sale.  The 
name  "  Kat  Anga  "  serves,  I  think,  to  explain  the  name 
by  which  the  former  (now  deserted)  capital  of  Y6ruba 
is  generally  known,  I  mean  Katiinga,  which  name  is 
given  to  it  only  by  the  Hdusa  and  other  neighbouring 
tribes. 

I  then  went,  with  Mohammed  "  the  Foolish  "  and 
another  K^l-owi,  to  a  shoemaker  who  lived  in  the 
south-western  quarter  of  the  town,  and  I  was  greatly 
surprised  to  find  here  Berbers  as  artisans ;  for  even 
if  the  shoemaker  was  an  A'mghi  and  not  a  free 
Am6shagh  (though  from  his  frank  and  noble  bearing 
I  had  reason  to  suspect  the  latter),  at  least  he  under- 
stood scarcely  a  word  of  Hdusa^  and  all  the  conversa- 
tion was  carried  on  in  Uraghiye.  He  and  his  assistants 
were  busy  in  making  neat  sandals ;  and  a  pair  of  very 
handsome  ones,  which  indeed  could  not  be  surpassed, 
either  in  neatness  or  in  strength,  by  the  best  that 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Chap.  XVU.  NATIVE  CAVALRY.  407 

are  made  in  Kan6,  were  just  ready,  and  formed  the 
object  of  a  long  and  unsuccessfiil  bargaining.  The 
following  day,  however,  Mohammed  succeeded  in 
obtaining  them  for  a  mithkdl.  My  shoes  formed  a 
great  object  of  curiosity  for  these  Emg^desi  shoe- 
makers ;  and  they  confessed  their  inability  to  produce 
anything  like  them. 

On  returning  to  our  quarters  we  met  several 
horsemen,  with  whom  I  was  obliged  to  enter  into  a 
longer  conversation  than  I  liked,  in  the  streets.  I 
now  observed  that  several  of  them  were  armed 
with  the  bow  and  arrow  instead  of  the  spear.  Almost 
all  the  horses  are  dressed  with  the  "  karaiirawa " 
(strings  of  small  bells  attached  to  their  heads), 
which  make  a  great  noise,  and  sometimes  create  a 
belief  that  a  great  host  is  advancing,  when  there  are 
only  a  few  of  these  horsemen.  The  horses  in  general 
were  in  indifferent  condition,  though  of  tolerable  size; 
of  course  they  are  ill  fed  in  a  place  where  grain  is 
comparatively  dear.  The  rider  places  only  his  great 
toe  in  the  stirrup,  the  rest  of  the  foot  remaining 
outside. 

The  occurrences  of  the  day  were  of  so  varied  a 
nature,  opening  to  me  a  glance  into  an  entirely  new 
region  of  life,  that  I  had  ample  material  for  my 
evening's  meditation,  when  I  lay  stretched  out  on  my 
mat  before  the  door  of  my  dark  and  close  room. 
Nor  was  my  bodily  comfort  neglected,  the  sultan 
being  so  kind  and  attentive  as  to  send  me  a  very 
palatable  dish  of  "  finkdso,"  a  sort  of  thick  pancake 
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made  of  wheat,  and  well  buttered,  which,  after  the 
unpalatable  food  I  had  had  in  Tint^llust,  appeared  to 
me  the  greatest  luxury  in  the  world. 

Saturday,  Having  thus  obtained  a  glance  into  the 
October  12th.  jj^tg^or  of  the  town,  I  was  anxious  to  get 
a  view  of  the  whole  of  it,  and  ascending,  the  following 
morning,  the  terrace  of  our  house,  obtained  my  object 
entirely,  the  whole  town  being  spread  out  before  my 
eyes,  with  the  exception  of  the  eastern  quarter.  The 
town  is  built  on  a  level,  which  is  only  interrupted  by 
smaU  hills  formed  of  rubbish  heaped  up  in  the  midst 
of  it  by  the  negligence  of  the  people.  Excepting 
these,  the  line  formed  by  the  flat-terraced  houses  is 
interrupted  only  by  the  Mesdllaje  (which  formed  my 
basis  for  laying  down  the  plan  of  the  town),  besides 
about  fifty  or  fifty-five  dwellings  raised  to  two  stories, 
and  by  three  diim-trees  and  five  or  six  taJha-trees. 
Our  house  also  had  been  originally  provided  with 
an  upper  story,  or  rather  with  a  single  garret  —  for 
generally  the  upper  story  consists  of  nothing  else; 
but  it  had  yielded  to  time,  and  only  served  to  furnish 
amusement  to  my  foolish  friend  Mohammed,  who 
never  failed,  when  he  found  me  on  the  terrace,  to 
endeavour  to  throw  me  down  the  breach.  Our  old 
close-handed  friend  A'nnur  did  not  seem  to  care  much 
for  the  appearance  of  his  palace  in  the  town,  and  kept 
his  wife  here  on  rather  short  allowance.  By  and  by, 
as  1  went  every  day  to  enjoy  this  panorama,  I  was 
able  to  make  a  faithful  view  of  the  western  quarter 
of  the  town  as  seen  from  hence,  which  will  give  the 
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reader  a  more  exact  idea  of  the  place  than  any  ver- 
bal description  could  do. 

About  noon  the  aman6kal  sent  his  musicians  to 
honour  me  and  my  companions  with  a  performance ; 
they  were  four  or  five  in  number,  and  were  provided 
with  the  instruments  usual  in  Suddn,  in  imitation  of 
the  Arabs.  More  interesting  was  the  performance  of 
a  single  "maim61o,"  who  visited  us  after  we  had 
honourably  rewarded  the  royal  musicians,  and  ac- 
companied his  play,  on  a  three-stringed  "m61o"  or 
guitar,  with  an  extemporaneous  song. 

My  companions  then  took  me  to  the  house  of  the. 
kddhi,  after  having  paid  a  short  visit  to  the  camel- 
market.  The  kddhi,  or  here  rather  alkdli,  who  lives 
a  little  south-west  from  the  mosque,  in  a  house  en- 
tirely detached  on  all  sides,  was  sitting  with  the  mufti 
in  the  vestibule  of  his  dwelling,  where  sentence  is 
pronounced,  and  after  a  few  compliments,  proceeded 
to  hear  the  case  of  my  companions,  who  had  a  law. 
suit  against  a  native  of  the  town,  named  Wd-n-seres, 
and  evidently  of  Berber  origin.  Evidence  was  ad- 
duced to  the  efiect  that  he  had  sold  a  she-camel  which 
had  been  stolen  from  the  K^l-owi,  while  he  (the 
defendant)  on  his  part  proved  that  he  had  bought  it 
from  a  man  who  swore  that  it  was  not  a  stolen  camel. 
The  pleas  of  both  parties  having  been  heard,  the 
judge  decided  in  favour  of  Wd-n-seres.  The  whole 
transaction  was  carried  on  in  Temdshight,  or  rather 
in  Uraghiye.  Then  came  another  party,  and,  while 
their  case  was  being  heard,  we  went  out  and  sat  down 
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in  front  of  the  house,  under  the  shade  of  a  sort  of 
verandah  consisting  of  mats  supported  by  long  stakes, 
after  which  we  took  leave  of  the  k^hi,  who  did  not 
seem  to  relish  my  presence,  and  afterwards  showed  no 
very  friendly  feelings  towards  me. 

While  my  lazy  companions  wanted  to  go  home,  I 
fortunately  persuaded  Mohammed,  after  much  reluc- 
tance, to  accompany  me  through  the  southern  part 
of  the  town,  where,  lonely  and  deserted  as  it  seemed 
to  be,  it  was  not  prudent  for  me  to  go  alone,  as  I 
might  have  easily  got  into  some  difficulty.  My  ser- 
vant Amdnkay  was  still  quite  lame  with  the  guinea- 
worm;  and  Mohammed  the  Tunisian  shushan  had 
reached  such  a  pitch  of  insolence  when  he  saw  me 
alone  among  a  fanatical  population,  that  I  had  given 
him  up  entirely. 

First,  leaving  the  fdda  to  our  right,  we  went  out 
through  the  "  k6fa-n- Alkdli ; "  for  here  the  walls, 
which  have  been  swept  away  entirely  on  the  east  side 
of  the  town,  have  still  preserved  some  degree  of  eleva- 
tion, though  in  many  places  one  may  easily  climb  over 
them.  On  issuing  from  the  gate  I  was  struck  with 
the  desolate  character  of  the  country  on  this  side  of 
the  town,  though  it  was  enlivened  by  women  and 
slaves  going  to  fetch  water  from  the  principal  well 
(which  is  distant  about  half  a  mile  from  the  gate),  all 
the  water  inside  the  town  being  of  bad  quality  for 
drinking.  At  some  distance  from  the  gate  were  the 
ruins  of  an  extensive  suburb  called  Ben  Gottdra,  half 
covered  with  sand,  and  presenting  a  very  sorry  spec- 
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tacle.  It  was  my  design  to  go  round  the  southern 
part  of  the  town ;  but  my  companion  either  was,  or  pre- 
tended to  be,  too  much  afraid  of  the  K61-geres,  whose 
encampment  lay  at  no  great  distance  from  the  walls. 
So  we  re-entered  it,  and  followed  the  northern  border 
of  its  deserted  southern  quarter,  where  only  a  few 
houses  are  still  inhabited.  Here  I  found  three  con- 
siderable pools  of  stagnant  water,  which  had  collected 
in  deep  hollows  from  whence,  probably,  the  materials 
for  building  had  been  taken,  though  their  form  was  a 
tolerably-regular  oval.  They  have  each  a  separate 
name,  the  westernmost  being  called  from  the  Masrdta, 
who  have  given  their  name  to  the  whole  western 
quarter  as  well  as  to  a  small  gate  still  in  existence ; 
the  next  southwards  from  the  k6fa-n-Alk41i  is  called 
(in  Emgedesiye)  "  Masrata-hogii-me,"  for  the  three 
languages — the  Temdshight  or  Tarkiye,  the  G6ber 
or  Hdusa  language,  and  the  S6nghay-  or  Sonrhay- 
kini — are  very  curiously  mixed  together  in  the  topo- 
graphy of  this  town,  the  natural  consequence  of  the 
mixture  of  these  three  different  national  elements. 
This  mixture  of  languages  was  well  calculated  to  make 
the  office  of  interpreter  in  this  place  very  important, 
and  the  class  of  such  men  a  very  numerous  one. 

In  the  Masrdta  pool,  which  is  the  largest  of  the 
three,  two  horses  were  swimming,  while  women  were 
busy  washing  clothes.  The  water  has  a  strong  taste 
of  salt,  which  is  also  the  case  with  two  of  the  three 
wells  still  in  use  within  the  town.  Keeping  from 
the  easternmost  pool  (which  is  called,  like  the  whole 
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quarter  around,  Terjemdne,  from  the  interpreters 
whose  dwellings  were  chiefly  hereabout)  a  little  more 
to  the  south-east,  I  was  greatly  pleased  at  finding 
among  the  ruins  in  the  south-eastern  quarter,  between 
the  quarters  Akdfan  drina  and  Imurddn,  some  very 
well-built  and  neatly-polished  houses,  the  walls  of 
which  were  of  so  excellent  workmanship,  that  even 
after  having  been  deprived  of  their  roofs,  for  many 
years  perhaps,  they  had  sustained  scarcely  any  injury. 
One  of  them  was  furnished  with  ornamented  niches, 
and  by  the  remains  of  pipes,  and  the  whole  arrange^ 
ment,  bore  evident  traces  of  warm  baths. 

Music  and  *  song  diverted  us  in  the  evening,  while 
we  rested  on  our  mats  in  the  different  comers  of  our 
courtyard. 

Sunday,  ^7  K^l-owi  compauious  regaled  me  with 

October  18th.  ^  string  of  datcs  from  Fdshi,  the  western- 
most oasis  of  the  Tebu  or,  as  the  Tawdrek  call  them, 
Berauni.  But  instead  of  indulging  myself  in  this 
luxury,  I  laid  it  carefully  aside  as  a  treat  for  my 
visitors,  to  whom  I  had  (so  small  were  my  means  at 
present)  neither  coffee  nor  sugar  to  offer.  I  then  ac- 
companied my  friends  once  more  to  the  Alkdli  j  but 
the  litigation  which  was  going  on  being  tedious,  I 
left  them,  and  returned  quite  alona  through  the  town, 
sitting  down  a  moment  with  the  Tawatfye,  who 
generally  met  at  the  house  of  the  Emg^desi  I'dder, 
a  sort  of  Tawdti  agent,  and  an  intelligent  man. 

When  I  returned  to  our  house  I  found  there  a  very 
interesting  young  man  of  the  tribe  of  the  Tghdaldn, 
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with  a  round  face,  very  regular  and  agreeable  fea- 
tures,  fine  lively  black  eyes,  and  an  olive  complexion 
only  a  few  shades  darker  than  that  of  an  Italian 
peasant.  His  hair  was  black,  and  about  four  inches 
long,  standing  upright,  but  cut  away  all  round  the 
ears,  which  gave  it  a  still  more  bristling  appearance. 
I  hoped  to  see  him  again,  but  lost  sight  of  him  en- 
tirely.  The  Arabs  call  these  people  Arab-Tawdrek, 
indicating  that  they  are  a  mixed  race  between  the 
Arab  and  Berber  nation,  and  their  complexion  agrees 
well  with  this  designation ;  but  it  is  remarkable  that 
they  speak  a  S6nghay  dialect.  They  possess  scarcely 
anything  except  camels,  and  are  regarded  as  a  kind 
of  Merdbetin. 

I  afterwards  went  to  call  upon  our  old  friend  A'n- 
nur  Karami  from  Aghwau,  who  had  come  to  A'gades 
a  day  or  two  before  us,  and  had  accompanied  me  also 
on  my  visit  to  the  sultan.  He  lived,  together  with 
my  amiable  young  friend  the  Tin;^lkum  Slimdu,  in 
the  upper  story,  or  soro,  of  a  house,  and,  when  I 
called,  was  very  busy  selling  fine  Egyptian  sheep- 
leather  called  kurna  (which  is  in  great  request  here, 
particularly  that  of  a  green  colour)  to  a  number  of 
lively  females,  who  are  the  chief  artisans  in  leather- 
work.  Some  of  them  were  of  tolerably  good  ap- 
pearance, with  light  complexion  and  regular  Arab 
features.  When  the  women  were  gone,  A'nnur  treated 
me  with  fura  or  ghussub-water ;  and  young  Slimdn, 
who  felt  some  little  remorse  for  not  having  been  able 
to  withstand  the  charms  of  the  Emgedesiye  coquettes, 
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told  me  that  he  was  about  to  marry  a  Ma- A^sbenchi  * 
girl,  and  that  the  wedding  would  be  celebrated  in  a 
few  days. 

As  to  the  fura,  people  who  eat,  or  rather  drink  it 
together,  squat  down  round  the  bowl,  where  a  large 
spoon,  the  "  liidde,"  sometimes  very  neatly  worked, 
goes  round,  everybody  taking  a  spoonful  and  passing 
the  spoon  to  his  neighbour.  Subjoined  is  a  drawing 
of  this  drinking-spoon  as  well  as  of  the  common 
spoon,  both  of  ordinary  workmanship. 


The  houses  in  A'gades  do  not  possess  all  the  con- 
venience which  one  would  expect  to  find  in  houses 
in  the  North  of  Europe ;  but  here,  as  in  many  Italian 

*  It  is  remarkable  that  while  ba  in  the  Hausa  language  ex- 
presses the  masculine  in  the  composition  of  national  names,  ma 
originally  served  to  denote  the  female ;  but  the  latter  form  seems 
to  be  almost  lost. 
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towns,  the  principle  of  the  "  da  per  tutto,"  which 
astonished  Gothe  so  much  at  Rivoli  on  the  Lago  di 
Garda,  is  in  full  force,  being  greatly  assisted  by  the 
many  ruined  houses  which  are  to  be  found  in  every 
quarter  of  the  town.  But  the  free  nomadic  inhabitant 
of  the  wilderness  does  not  like  this  custom,  and  rather 
chooses  to  retreat  into  the  open  spots  outside  the 
town.  The  insecurity  of  the  country  and  the  feuds 
generally  raging  oblige  them  still  to  congregate,  even 
on  such  occasions.  When  they  reach  some  conspi- 
cuous tree,  the  spears  are  all  stuck  into  the  ground, 
and  the  party  separates  behind  the  bushes ;  after 
which  they  again  meet  together  under  the  tree,  and 
return  in  solemn  procession  into  the  town. 

By  making  such  little  excursions,  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  shallow  depressions  which  surround 
A'gades  and  which  are  not  without  importance  for  the 
general  relations  of  the  town,  while  they  aflFord  fodder 
for  any  caravan  visiting  the  market,  and  also  supply 
the  inhabitants  with  very  good  water.  The  name  of 
the  depression  to  the  N.  is  Tagiirast;  that  to  the 
S.W.,  M^rmeru;  towards  the  S.E.,  Ameliili,  with  a 
few  kitchen-gardens ;  and  another  a  little  further  on, 
S.S.E.,  T^sak-n-tdlle,  while  at  a  greater  distance,  to 
the  W.  is  TAra-b^re  *  (meaning  "  the  wide  area  "  or 
plain,  "  babd-n-s^^rari ").  Unfortunately,  the  dread  my 
companions  had  of  the  E^l-ger^s  did  not  allow  me 

♦  I  will  here  only  observe,  that  "  Wre"  is  one  of  those  words  in 
the  SiSnghaj  language  which  shows  its  connection  with  Sanscrit 
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to  visit  the  valleys  at  a  greater  distance,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  is  that  called  el  Hakhs^,  inhabited  by 
ImghAd,  and  famous  for  its  vegetable  productions, 
with  which  the  whole  town  is  supplied. 

Mahommed  the  Foolish  succeeded  in  the  evening  in 
getting  me  into  some  trouble,  which  gave  him  great 
delight;  for  seeing  that  I  took  more  than  common 
interest  in  a  national  dance  accompanied  with  a  song, 
which  was  going  on  at  some  distance  E.N.E.  from 
our  house,  he  assured  me  that  Hdmma  was  there, 
and  had  told  him  that  I  might  go  and  join  in  their 
amusement.  Unfortunately,  I  was  too  easily  induced ; 
and  hanging  only  a  cutlass  over  my  shoulder,  I 
went  thither  unaccompanied,  sure  of  finding  my  pro- 
tector  in  the  merry  crowd.  It  was  about  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  the  moon  shining  very  brightly  on  the 
scene.  Having  first  viewed  it  from  some  distance, 
I  approached  very  near,  in  order  to  observe  the 
motions  of  the  dancers.  Four  young  men,  placed 
opposite  to  each  other  in  pairs,  were  dancing  with 
warlike  motions,  and,  stamping  the  ground  violently 
with  the  left  foot,  turned  round  in  a  circle,  the  motions 
being  accompanied  by  the  energetic  clapping  of  hands 
of  a  numerous  ring  of  spectators.  It  was  a  very 
interesting  sight,  and  I  should  have  liked  to  stay 
longer;  but  finding  that  Hdmma  was  not  present, 
and  that  all  the  people  were  young,  and  many  of 
them  buzawe,  I  followed  the  advice  of  *Abdu,  one 
of  A'nnur's  slaves,  who  was  among  the  crowd,  to 
withdraw  as  soon  as  possible.     I  had,  however,  re- 
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traced  my  steps  but  a  short  way,  when,  with  the  war- 
cry  of  Islam,  and  drawing  their  swords,  all  the  young 
men  rushed  after  me.  Being,  however,  a  short  dis- 
tance in  advance,  and  fortunately  not  meeting  with 
any  one  in  the  narrow  street,  I  reached  our  house 
without  being  obliged  to  make  use  of  my  weapon ; 
but  my  friends  the  K61-owi  seeing  me  in  trouble,  had 
thrown  the  chain  over  the  door  of  our  house,  and, 
with  a  malicious  laugh,  left  me  outside  with  my  pur- 
suers, so  that  I  was  obliged  to  draw  my  cutlass  in 
order  to  keep  them  at  bay,  though,  if  they  had  made 
a  serious  attack,  I  should  have  fared  ill  enough  with 
my  short  blunt  European  weapon  against  their  long 
sharp  swords. 

I  was  rather  angry  with  my  barbarous  companions, 
particularly  with  Mohammed ;  and  when  after  a  little 
delay  they  opened  the  door,  I  loaded  my  pistols  and 
threatened  to  shoot  the  first  man  that  troubled  me. 
However,  I  soon  felt  convinced  that  the  chief  fault 
was  my  own ;  and  in  order  to  obliterate  the  bad  im- 
pression which  this  little  adventure  was  likely  to  make 
in  the  town,  particularly  as  the  great  Mohammedan 
feast  was  at  hand,  which  of  course  could  not  but 
strengthen  greatly  the  prejudice  against  a  Christian, 
I  resolved  to  stay  at  home  the  next  few  days.  This 
I  could  do  the  more  easily,  as  the  terrace  of  our  house 
allowed  me  to  observe  all  that  was  going  on  in  the 
place. 

I  therefore  applied  myself  entirely  for  a  few  days 
to  the  study  of  the  several  routes  which,  with  the 
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assistance   of  'Abdalla,  I  had   been  able   to   collect 
from  different   people,    and  which  will  be  given  in 
the  Appendix,  and  to  the  language  of  A'gades.     For 
though  I  had  left  all  my  books  behind  at  Tint^Uust, 
except  that  volume  of  "Prichard's  Researches"  which 
treats  of  Africa,  I  had  convinced  myself,  from  the 
specimens  which  he  gives  of  the  language  of  Tim- 
biiktu,  that  the  statement  of  my  friends  from  TawAt 
with  regard  to  the  identity  of  the  languages  of  the 
two  places  was  quite  correct,  —  only  with  this  qualifi- 
cation, that  here  this  language  had  been  greatly  in- 
fluenced by  intercourse  with  the  Berbers,  from  whom 
sundry  words  were  borrowed,  while  the  Arabic  seemed 
to  have  had  little  influence  beyond  supplanting  the 
numerals  from  four  upwards.     I  was  also  most  agree- 
ably surprised  and  gratified  to  find  this  identity  con- 
firmed by  the  fact,  that  the  people  of  A'gades  give 
the  Tawdrek  in  general  the  name  under  which  that 
tribe  of  them  which  lives  near  Timbiiktu  and  along 
the  Niger  had  become   known  to  Mungo   Park  in 
those  quarters  where  the  language  of  Timbiiktu  is 
spoken.     This  was  indeed  very  satisfactory,  as  the 
native  name  of  that  powerful  tribe  is  entirely  dif- 
ferent ;  for  the  Surka,  as  they  are  called  by  Mungo 
Park,  are  the  same  as  the  Awellmmiden,  of  whom  I 
had  already  heard  so  much  in  Asben  (the  inhabitants 
of  which  country  seemed  to  regard  them  with  much 
dread),  and  with  whom  I  was  afterwards  to  enter  into 
the  most  intimate  relations. 

While  residing  in  A'gades,  I  was  not  yet  aware 
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of  all  the  points  of  information  which  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  in  the  course  of  my  travels ;  and  I  was 
at*  a  loss  to  account  for  the  identity  of  language 
in  places  so  widely  separated  from  each  other  by 
immense  tracts  of  desert,  and  by  countries  which 
seemed  to  have  been  occupied  by  different  races.  But 
while  endeavouring,  in  the  fiirther  course  of  my  jour- 
ney, to  discover  as  far  as  possible  the  history  of  the 
nations  with  whom  I  had  to  deal,  I  found  the  clue  for 
explaining  this  apparently  marvellous  phenomenon, 
and  shall  lay  it  before  my  readers  in  the  following 
chapter. 

To  the  Tawdti  *Abd-alla  I  was  indebted  for  informa- 
tion on  a  variety  of  interesting  matters,  which  I  found 
afterwards  confirmed  in  every  respect.  In  a  few 
points  his  statements  were  subject  to  correction,  and 
still  more  to  improvement ;  but  in  no  single  case  did 
I  find  that  he  had  deviated  from  the  truth.  I  state 
this  deliberately,  in  order  to  show  that  care  must  be 
taken  to  distinguish  between  information  collected 
systematically  by  a  native  enjoying  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  his  informant,  and  who,  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  language  and  the  subject  about  which  he  in- 
quires, is  able  to  control  his  informant's  statements, 
and  that  which  is  picked  up  incidentally  by  one  who 
scarcely  knows  what  he  asks. 

But  to  return  to  my  diary,  the  visits  paid  me  by 
the  other  people  of  Tawdt  became  less  frequent,  as  I 
had  no  coffee  to  treat  them  with ;  but  I  was  rather 
glad  of  this  circumstance,  as  my  time  was  too  short 
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for  labouring  in  that  wide  field  of  new  information 
which  opened  before  me,  and  it  was  necessary  to  con- 
fine myself  at  present  to  narrower  limits.  In  this 
respect  I  was  extremely  fortunate  in  having  obeyed 
my  impulse  to  visit  this  place,  which,  however  de- 
solate it  may  appear  to  the  traveller  who  first  enters 
it,  is  still  the  centre  of  a  large  circle  of  commercial 
intercourse,  while  Tint^llust  is  nothing  but  a  small 
village,  important  merely  from  the  character  of  the 
chief  who  resides  in  it,  and  where  even  those  people 
who  know  a  little  about  the  country  are  afraid  to 
communicate  that  very  little.  I  would  advise  any  tra- 
veller, who  should  hereafter  visit  this  country,  to 
make  a  long  stay  in  this  place,  if  he  can  manage  to 
do  so  in  comfort ;  for  I  am  sure  that  there  still  re- 
mains to  be  collected  in  A'gades  a  store  of  the  most 
valuable  and  interesting  information. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  of  October  (the  eve 
of  the  great  holiday),  ten  chiefs  of  the  K61-ger6s,  on 
horseback,  entered  the  town ;  and  towards  evening 
news  was  brought  that  Astdfidet,  the  chief  of  the 
K6l-owf  residing  in  A'sodi,  was  not  far  off,  and  would 
make  his  solemn  entry  early  in  the  morning.  My 
companions  therefore  were  extremely  busy  in  getting 
ready  and  cleaning  their  holiday  dress,  or  "yad6;" 
and  Hdmma  could  not  procure  tassels  enough  to 
adorn  his  high  red  cap,  in  order  to  give  to  his  short 
figure  a  little  more  height.  Poor  fellow !  he  was 
really  a  good  man,  and  one  of  the  best  of  the  K^l-owi; 
and  the  news  of  his  being  killed,  in  the  sanguinary 
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battle  which  was  fought  between  his  tribe  and  the 
K^Lger^s  in  1854,  grieved  me  not  a  little.  In  the 
evening  there  was  singing  and  dancing  ("  wargi"  and 
"wdsa")  all  over  the  town,  and  all  the  people  were 
merry  except  the  followers  of  Mdkita  or  I'mkiten, 
"  the  Pretender  j''  and  the  sultan  *Abd  el  Kdder  was 
obliged  to  imprison  three  chiefs  of  the  Itisan,  who 
had  come  to  urge  Mdkita's  claims. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  I  learnt  that  the  mighty 
king  of  A'gades  had  not  only  a  common  prison, 
"  gida-n-damr^,"  wherein  he  might  confine  the  most 
haughty  chiefs,  but  that  he  even  exercised  over  them 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  that  he  dispensed 
the  favours  of  a  terrible  dungeon  bristling  with  swords 
and  spears  standing  upright,  upon  which  he  was  au- 
thorized to  throw  any  distinguished  malefactor.  This 
latter  statement,  of  the  truth  of  which  I  had  some 
doubt,  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  me  by  the  old 
chief  A'nnur.  In  any  case,  however,  such  a  cruel 
punishment  cannot  but  be  extremely  rare. 

The  10th  of  Dhii  el  kadhi,  1266,  was  the  Wednesday, 
first  day  of  the  great  festival  *Aid  el  kebir,  October  i^ti.. 
or  Salla-l^ja  (the  feast  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  sheep), 
which  in  these  regions  is  the  greatest  holiday  of  the 
Mohammedans,  and  was  in  this  instance  to  have  a 
peculiar  importance  and  solemnity  for  A'gades,  as  the 
installation  of  *Abd  el  Kader,  who  had  not  yet  pub* 
licly  assumed  the  government,  was  to  take  place  the 
same  day.  Early  in  the  morning,  before  daylight, 
Hdmma   and   his   companions    left    the    house    and 
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mounted  their  camels,  in  order  to  pay  their  compli- 
ments to  Astdfidet,  and  join  him  in  his  procession ; 
and  about  sunrise  the  young  chief  entered  and  went 
directly  to  the  "fdda,"  at  the  head  of  from  two 
hundred  to  three  hundred  Mehdra,  having  left  the 
greater  number  of  his  troop,  which  was  said  to  amount 
to  about  two  thousand  men,  outside  the  town. 

Then,  without  much  ceremony  or  delay,  the  instal- 
lation or  "sarauta"  of  the  new  sultan  took  place.  The 
ceremonial  was  gone  through  inside  the  fdda;  but  this 
was  the  procedure.  First  of  all,  *Abd  el  Kdder  was 
conducted  from  his  private  apartments  to  the  public 
hall.  Then  the  chiefs  of  the  Itisan  and  K^l-ger&, 
who  went  in  front,  begged  him  to  sit  down  upon  the 
*>  gad6,"  a  sort  of  couch  or  divan  made  of  the  leaves 
of  the  palm-tree,  or  of  the  branches  of  other  trees, 
similar  to  the  angarib  used  in  Egypt  and  the  lands  of 
the  Upper  Nile,  and  covered  with  mats  and  a  carpet. 
Upon  this  the  new  sultan  sat  down,  resting  his  feet  on 
the  ground,  not  being  allowed  to  put  them  upon  the 
gad6,  and  recline  in  the  Oriental  style,  until  the 
K^l-owl  desired  him  to  do  so.  Such  is  the  cere- 
mony,  symbolical  of  the  combined  participation  of 
these  different  tribes  in  the  investiture  of  their 
sultan. 

This  ceremony  being  concluded,  the  whole  holiday- 
procession  left  the  palace  on  its  way  to  a  chapel  of  a 
merdbet  called  Sldi  Hammdda,  in  Tdra-b^re,  outside 
the  town,  where,  according  to  an  old  custom,  the 
prince  was  to  say  his  prayers.    This  is  a  rule  prevail- 
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ing  over  the  whole  of  Mohammedan  Africa,  and  one 
which  I  myself  witnessed  in  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  its  capitals  —  in  A'gades,  in  Kiikawa,  in 
M^-ena,  in  S6koto,  and  in  Timbiiktu;  everywhere 
the  principle  is  the  same. 

Not  deeming  it  prudent  on  such  an  occasion  to  mix 
with  the  people,  I  witnessed  the  whole  procession  from 
the  terrace  of  our  house,  though  I  should  have  liked 
to  have  had  a  nearer  view.  The  procession  having 
taken  its  course  through  the  most  important  quarter 
of  the  town,  and  through  the  market-places,  turned 
round  from  the  "kdswa-n-del61ti"  to  the  oldest  quar- 
ter of  the  town,  and  then  returned  westward,  till  at 
last  it  reached  the  above-mentioned  chapel  or  tomb 
of  Sidi  Hammdda,  where  there  is  a  small  cemetery. 
The  prayers  being  finished,  the  procession  returned 
by  the  southern  part  of  the  town;  and  about  ten 
o'clock  the  difierent  parties  which  had  composed  the 
cortige  separated. 

In  going  as  well  as  in  returning,  the  order  of  the 
procession  was  as  follows.  In  front  of  all,  accom- 
panied by  the  musicians,  rode  the  sultan  on  a  very 
handsome  horse  of  Tawdti  breed*,  wearing,  over  his 
fine  Suddn  robe  of  coloured  cotton  and  silk,  the  blue 
bemus  I  had  presented  to  him,  and  wearing  on  his 
side  a  handsome  cimetar  with  gold  handle.  Next  to 
him  rode  the  two  s&raki-n-tur^wa, — B6ro,  the  ex-serki 
on  his  left,  and  Ashu,  who  held  the  office  at  the  time, 

*  The  horse  of  Tawat  is  as  celebrated  amongst  the  Berber  tribes 
of  the  desert  as  the  TmaDang  woman  or  "  the  wealth  of  Tunis." 
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on  his  right, — followed  by  the  "fadawa-n-serki/^ 
after  whom  came  the  chiefs  of  the  Itisan  and  K^l- 
ger<5s,  all  on  horseback,  in  full  dress  and  armour,  with 
their  swords,  daggers,  long  spears,  and  immense 
shields. 

Then  came  the  longer  train  of  the  K^l-owi,  mostly 
on  mehdra,  or  swift  camels,  with  Sultan  Astdfidet 
at  their  head ;  and  last  of  all  followed  the  people  of 
the  town,  a  few  on  horseback,  but  most  of  them  on 
foot,  and  armed  with  swords  and  spears,  and  several 
with  bows  and  arrows.  The  people  were  all  dressed 
in  their  greatest  finery ;  and  it  would  have  formed  a 
good  subject  for  an  artist.  It  recalled  the  martial 
processions  of  the  middle  ages  —  the  more  so  as  the 
high  caps  of  the  Tawdrek*,  surrounded  by  a  profu- 
sion of  tassels  on  every  side,  together  with  the  black 
"  tesilgemist"  or  lithdm,  which  covers  the  whole  face, 
leaving  nothing  but  the  eyes  visible,  and  the  shawls 
wound  over  this  and  round  the  cap,  combine  to 
imitate  the  shape  of  the  helmet,  while  the  black  and 
coloured  tobes  (over  which  on  such  occasions  the 
principal  people  wear  a  red  bernus  thrown  across 
their  shoulders)  represent  very  well  the  heavier  dress 
of  the  knights  of  yore.  I  will  only  add,  that  the 
fact  of  the  sultan  wearing  on  so  important  and  solemn 
an  occasion  a  robe  which  had  been  presented  to  him 
by  a  stranger  and  a  Christian,  had  a  powerful  influ- 

*  These  red  caps,  however,  are  an  article  quite  foreign  to  the 
original  dress  of  the  Torki,  and  are  obnoxious  to  the  tribes  of 
pure  blood. 
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ence  on  the  tribes  collected  here,  and  spread  a  bene- 
ficial report  far  westward  over  the  desert. 

Shortly  after  the  procession  was  over,  the  friendly 
Haj  *Abdiiwa,  who,  after  he  had  parted  from  us  in 
Eghelldl,  had  attached  himself  to  the  troop  of  Astd- 
fidet,  came  to  pay  me  a  visit.  He  was  now  tolerably 
free  from  fever,  but  begged  for  some  Epsom  salts, 
besides  a  little  gunpowder.  He  informed  me  that 
there  was  much  sickness  in  the  town,  that  from  two 
to  three  people  died  daily,  and  that  even  Astdfidet 
was  suflFering  from  the  prevalent  disease.  This  was 
the  small-pox,  a  very  fatal  disease  in  Central  Africa, 
against  which,  however,  several  of  the  native  pagan 
tribes  secured  themselves  by  inoculation,  a  precaution 
from  which  Mohammedans  are  withheld  by  religious 
prejudice.  I  then  received  a  visit  from  the  sons  of 
B6ro  in  their  official  character  as  "  fddawa-n-serki.'* 
They  wished  to  inform  themselves,  apparently,  with 
reference  to  my  adventure  the  other  night,  whether 
the  townspeople  behaved  well  towards  me;  and  I  was 
prudent  enough  to  tell  them  that  I  had  nothing  to 
complain  of,  my  alarm  having  been  the  consequence 
of  my  own  imprudence.  In  fact  the  people  behaved 
remarkably  well,  considering  that  I  was  the  first 
Christian  that  ever  visited  the  town ;  and  the  little 
explosions  of  fanaticism  into  which  the  women  and 
children  sometimes  broke  out,  when  they  saw  me  on 
our  terrace,  rather  amused  me.  During  the  first 
days  of  my  residence  in  A'gades,  they  most  probably 
took  me  for  a  pagan  or  a  polytheist,  and  cried  after 
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me  the  confessional  words  of  Islam,  laying  aU  the 
stress  upon  the  word  Allah,  "the  One  God;"  but 
after  a  few  days,  when  they  had  learnt  that  I  like- 
wise worshipped  the  Deity,  they  began  to  emphasize 
the  name  of  their  Prophet. 

There  was  held  about  sunset  a  grave  and  well- 
attended  divan  of  all  the  chiefs,  to  consult  with 
respect  to  a  "ydki"  or  "^gehen,"  a  ghazzia  to  be 
undertaken  against  the  Mehdrebin  or  freebooters  of 
the  Awelimmiden.  While  we  were  still  in  Tint^Uust, 
the  rumour  had  spread  of  an  expedition  undertaken 
by  the  latter  tribe  against  A'lr,  and  the  people  were 
all  greatly  excited.  For  the  poor  K^Uowi,  who  have 
degenerated  from  their  original  vigour  and  warlike 
spirit  by  their  intermixture  with  the  black  popula- 
tion, and  by  their  peaceable  pursuits,  are  not  less 
afraid  of  the  Awelimmiden  than  they  are  of  the  K^l- 
ger^s;  and  old  A'nnur  himself  used  to  give  me 
a  dreadful  description  of  that  tribe,  at  which  I  after- 
wards often  laughed  heartily  with  the  very  people 
whom  he  intended  to  depict  to  me  as  monsters.  By 
way  of  consoling  us  for  the  losses  we  had  sustained, 
and  the  ill-treatment  we  had  experienced,  from  the 
people  of  A'ir,  he  told  us  that  among  the  Awelim- 
miden we  should  have  been  exposed  to  far  greater 
hardships,  as  they  would  not  have  hesitated  to  cut 
the  tent  over  our  heads  into  pieces,  in  order  to 
make  shirts  of  it.  The  old  chiefs  serious  speeches 
had  afterwards  the  more  comical  eflfiect  upon  me,  as 
the   tent   alluded   to,   a  common  English  marquee^ 
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mended  as  it  was  with  cotton  strips  of  all  the 
various  fashions  of  Negroland,  constantly  formed  a 
subject  of  the  most  lively  scientific  dispute  among 
those  barbarians,  who,  not  having  seen  linen  before, 
were  at  a  loss  to  make  out  of  what  stuff  it  was 
originally  made.  But,  unluckily,  I  had  not  among 
the  K^l-owi  such  a  steadfast  protector  and  mediator 
and  so  sensible  a  friend  as  I  had  when,  three  years 
later,  I  went  among  the  Awelimmiden,  who  would 
certainly  have  treated  me  in  another  way  if  I  had 
fallen  into  their  hands  unprotected. 

The  old  and  lurking  hostility  amongst  the  K^l- 
owl  and  K^l-ger4s,  which  was  at  this  very  moment 
threatening  an  outbreak,  had  been  smoothed  down 
by  the  influential  and  intelligent  chief  Sidi  Ghalli  el 
Hdj  A'nnur  (properly  E'  Niu"),  one  of  the  first  men 
in  A^gades;  and  those  tribes  had  sworn  to  forget 
their  private  animosities,  in  order  to  defend  them- 
selves against  and  revenge  themselves  upon  their 
common  enemy  the  Awelimmiden.  Hdmma  was  very 
anxious  to  get  from  me  a  good  supply  of  powder 
for  Sidi  Ghalli,  who  was  to  be  the  leader  of  the  ex- 
pedition ;  but  I  had  scarcely  any  with  me. 

While  I  was  reclining  in  the  evening  rather  mourn- 
fully upon  my  mat,  not  having  been  out  of  the  house 
these  last  few  days,  the  old  friendly  blacksmith  came 
up,  and  invited  me  to  a  promenade;  and  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  I  acceded  to  the  proposal.  We  left 
the  town  by  the  eastern  side,  the  moon  shining 
brightly,  and  throwing  her  magic  light  over  the  ruins 
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of  this  once-wealthy  abode  of  commerce.  Turning 
then  a  little  south,  we  wandered  over  the  pebbly 
plain  till  the  voices  heard  from  the  encampment  of 
the  K^l-ger^s  frightened  my  companion,  and  we 
turned  more  northwards  to  the  wells  in  Ameldli; 
having  rested  here  awhile,  we  returned  to  our 
quarters. 
Thuredar.  A'unur  karaml,  our  amiable  and  indolent 
October  i7iiu  attendant,  left  this  place  for  Tint^Uust  with 
a  note  which  I  wrote  to  my  colleagues,  informing 
them  of  my  safe  arrival,  my  gracious  reception,  and 
the  general  character  of  the  place.  To-day  the  whole 
town  was  in  agitation  in  consequence  of  one  of  those 
characteristic  events  which,  in  a  place  like  A'gades, 
serve  to  mark  the  different  periods  of  the  year ;  for 
here  a  man  can  do  nothing  singly,  but  all  must  act 
together.  The  salt-caravan  of  the  Itisan  and  K^l- 
ger^s  had  collected,  mustering,  I  was  told,  not  less  than 
ten  thousand  camels,  and  had  encamped  in  M^rmeru 
and  T6sak-n-tAllem  ready  to  start  for  the  salt-mines 
of  Bilma,  along  a  road  which  will  be  indicated  further 
on.  However  exaggerated  the  number  of  the  camels 
might  be,  it  was  certainly  a  very  large  caravan ;  and 
a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants  went  out  to  settle 
their  little  business  with  the  men,  and  take  leave  of 
their  friends.  Ghdmbelu,  the  chief  of  the  Itisan, 
very  often  himself  accompanies  this  expedition,  in 
which  also  many  of  the  Tagdma  take  a  part. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  I  had  a  rather  curious 
conversation  with  a  man  from   TAfidet,   the  native 
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place  of  Hdj  'Abdiiwa.  After  exchanging  compliments 
with  me,  he  asked  me,  abruptly,  whether  I  always 
knew  where  water  was  to  be  found;  and  when  I  told 
him  that,  though  I  could  not  exactly  say  in  every  case 
at  what  depth  water  was  to  be  found,  yet  that,  from 
the  configuration  of  the  ground,  I  should  be  able  to 
tell  the  spot  where  it  was  most  likely  to  be  met  with, 
he  asked  whether  I  had  seen  rock-inscriptions  on  the 
road  from  Ghdt ;  and  I  answered  him  that  I  had,  and 
generally  near  watering-places.  He  then  told  me 
that  I  was  quite  right,  but  that  in  Tafidet  there  were 
many  inscriptions  upon  the  rocks  at  a  distance  from 
water.  I  told  him  that  perhaps  at  an  earlier  period 
water  might  have  been  found  there,  or  that#  the  in* 
scriptions  might  have  been  made  by  shepherds ;  but 
this  he  thought  very  improbable,  and  persisted  in 
his  opinion,  that  these  inscriptions  indicated  ancient 
sepulchres,  in  which,  probably,  treasures  were  con- 
cealed. I  was  rather  surprised  at  the  philosophical 
conclusions  at  which  this  barbarian  had  arrived,  and 
conjectured,  as  was  really  the  case,  that  he  had  ac- 
companied Hdj  *Abdiiwa  on  his  pilgrimage  and  on 
his  passage  through  Egypt,  and  had  there  learned  to 
make  some  archaBological  observations.  He  aflTected 
to  believe  that  I  was  able  to  read  the  inscriptions, 
and  tell  all  about  the  treasures;  but  I  assured 
him  that,  while  he  was  partially  right  with  regard 
to  the  inscriptions,  he  was  quite  wrong  so  far 
as  regarded  the  treasures,  as  these  rock-inscrip- 
tions, so  far  as  I  was  able  to  decipher  them,  indi- 
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cated  only  names.  But  I  was  rather  sorry  that  I 
did  not  myself  see  the  inscriptions  of  which  this  man 
spoke,  as  I  had  heard  many  reports  about  them, 
which  had  excited  my  curiosity,  and  I  had  even  sent 
the  little  Fezzdni  Fdki  Makhliik  expressly  to  copy 
them,  who,  however,  brought  me  back  only  an  ille- 
gible scrawl. 

jy^^^  The  last  day  of  the  Salla-leja  was  a 
October  isth.  merry  day  for  the  lower  class  of  the  in^ 
habitants,  but  a  serious  one  for  the  men  of  influence 
and  authority;  and  many  councils  were  held,  one  of 
them  in  my  room.  I  then  received  a  visit  from  a 
sister's  son  of  the  sultan,  whose  name  was  Alkdli, 
a  tall  gentlemanlike  man,  who  asked  me  why  I  did 
not  yet  leave  A'gades  and  return  to  Tint^Uust.  It 
seemed  that  he  suspected  me  of  waiting  till  the  sultan 
had  made  me  a  present  in  return  for  that  received 
by  him ;  but  I  told  him  that,  though  I  wished  *Abd 
el  Kdder  to  write  me  a  letter  for  my  sultan,  which 
would  guarantee  the  safety  of  some  future  traveller 
belonging  to  our  tribe,  I  had  no  further  business 
here,  but  was  only  waiting  for  Hdmma,  who  had 
not  yet  finished  his  bartering  for  provisions.  He 
had  seen  me  sketching  on  the  terrace,  and  was  some* 
what  inquisitive  about  what  I  had  been  doing  there ; 
but  I  succeeded  in  directing  his  attention  to  the 
wonderful  powers  of  the  pencil,  with  which  he  became 
so  delighted,  that  when  I  gave  him  one,  he  begged 
another  from  me,  in  order  that  they  might  suffice  for 
his  lifetime. 
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Interesting  also  was  the  visit  of  Hdj  Beshir,  the 
wealthy  man  of  Iferwdn  whom  1  have  already  men- 
tioned repeatedly,  and  who  is  an  important  personage 
in  the  country  of  A'ir.  Unfortunately,  instead  of 
using  his  influence  to  facilitate  our  entrance  into  the 
country,  his  son  had  been  among  the  chief  leaders 
of  the  expedition  against  us.  Though  not  young,  he 
was  lively  and  social,  and  asked  me  whether  I  should 
not  like  to  marry  some  nice  Emgedesiye  girl.  When 
he  was  gone,  I  took  a  long  walk  through  the  town 
with  Hdmma,  who  was  somewhat  more  communica- 
tive to-day  than  usual ;  but  his  intelligence  was  not 
equal  to  his  energy  and  personal  courage,  which  had 
been  proved  in  many  a  battle.  He  had  been  often 
wounded  ;  and  having  in  the  last  skirmish  received  a 
deep  cut  on  his  head,  he  had  made  an  enormous 
charm,  which  was  generally  believed  to  guarantee 
him  from  any  further  wound ;  and  in  fact,  if  the 
charm  were  to  receive  the  blow,  it  would  not  be 
altogether  useless,  for  it  was  a  thick  book.  But 
his  destiny  was  written. 

There  was  a  rather  amusing  episode  in  the  inci- 
dents of  the  day.  The  ex-sultan  Hdmed  e'  Rufdy, 
who  had  left  many  debts  behind  him,  sent  ten  camel- 
loads  of  provisions  and  merchandise  to  be  divided 
among  his  creditors;  but  a  few  Tawdrek  to  whom 
he  owed  something  seized  the  whole,  so  that  the 
other  poor  people  never  obtained  a  farthing.  To-day 
the  great  salt-caravan  of  the  K^l-ger^s  and  Itisan 
really  started. 
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Satui^ay,  Hdmma  and  his  companions  Were  sum- 
October  19.  moned  to  a  council  which  was  to  decide 
definitely  in  what  quarter  the  arm  of  justice,  now 
raised  in  wrath,  was  to  strike  the  first  blow;  and  it 
was  resolved  that  the  expedition  should  first  punish 
the  Imghdd,  the  Ikdzkezan,  and  FAdeangh,  The 
oflBcer  who  made  the  proclamation  through  the  town 
was  provided  with  a  very  rude  sort  of  drum,  which 
was,  in  fact,  nothing  but  an  old  barrel  covered  with 
a  skin. 

Sunday.  ^^^  most  important  event  in  the  course 

October  20th.  Qf  t^g  ^j^y  ^as  a  visit  which  I  received 
from  Mohammed  B6ro,  our  travelling  companion 
from  Miirzuk,  with  his  sons.  It  was  the  best  proof 
of  his  noble  character,  that  before  we  separated, 
perhaps  never  to  meet  again,  he  came  to  speak  with 
me,  and  to  explain  our  mutual  relations  fairly.  He 
certainly  could  not  deny  that  he  had  been  extremely 
angry  with  us ;  and  I  could  not  condemn  him  on 
this  account,  for  he  had  been  treated  ignominiously. 
While  Mr.  Gagliuffi  told  him  tha;t  we  were  persuaded 
that  the  whole  success  of  our  proceedings  lay  in  his 
hands,  he  had  been  plainly  given  to  understand  that 
we  set  very  little  value  on  his  services.  Besides,  he 
had  sustained  some  heavy  losses  on  the  journey, 
and  by  waiting  for  us  had  consumed  the  provisions 
which  he  had  got  ready  for  the  march. 

Although  an  old  man,  he  was  first  going  with  the 
expedition,  after  which  he  intended  accompanying  the 
caravan  of  the  Kel-ger^s  to  S6koto  with  his  whole 
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family ;  for  S6koto  is  his  real  home.  The  salt-cara- 
van and  the  company  of  this  man  offered  a  splendid 
opportunity  for  reaching  that  place  in  safety  and 
by  the  most  direct  road;  but  our  means  did  not 
allow  of  such  a  journey,  and  after  all  it  was  better,  at 
least  for  myself,  that  it  was  not  undertaken,  since,  as 
matters  went,  it  was  reserved  for  me,  before  I  traced 
my  steps*  towards  the  western  regions,  to  discover  the 
upper  navigable  course  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the 
so-called  Niger,  and  make  sundry  other  important 
discoveries.  Nevertheless  B6ro  expressed  his  hope  of 
seeing  me  again  in  S6koto ;  and  his  wish  might  easily 
have  been  accomplished.  He  certainly  must  have 
been,  when  in  the  vigour  of  Jife,  a  man — in  the  full 
sense  of  the  word,  and  well^deserved  the  praise  of 
the  Emgedesiye,  who  have  a  popular  song  beginning 
with  the  words  "  A'gades  has  no  men  but  B6ro  and 
Dahdrami."  I  now  also  became  aware  why  he  had 
many  enemies  in  MCirzuk,  who  unfortunately  suc- 
ceeded in  making  Gagliuffi  believe  that  he  had  no 
authority  whatever  in  his  own  country ;  for  as  serki- 
n-turdwa,  he  had  to  levy  the  tax  of  ten  mithkdls  on 
every  camel-load  of  merchandise,  and  this  he  is  said 
to  have  done  with  some  degree  of  severity.  After  a 
long  conversation  on  the  steps  of  the  terrace,  we 
parted,  the  best  possible  friends. 

Not  so  pleasant  to  me,  though  not  without  interest, 
was  the  visit  of  another  great  man  —  Belr6ji,  the 
tdmberi  or  war-chieftain  of  the  Igh61ar  Ira-esdghlar. 
He  was  still  in  his  prime,  but  my  K61-owi  (who  were 
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always  wrangling  like  children)  got  up  a  desperate 
fight  with  him  in  my  very  room,  which  was  soon 
filled  with  clouds  of  dust;  and  the  young  Slimdn 
entering  during  the  row,  and  joining  in  it,  it  became 
really  frightful.  The  K^l-owi  were  just  like  children ; 
when  they  went  out  they  never  failed  to  put  on  all 
their  finery,  which  they  threw  off  as  soon  as  they 
came  within  doors,  resuming  their  old  dirty  clothes. 

It  was  my  custom  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  sun 
had  set  behind  the  opposite  buildings,  to  walk  up  and 
down  in  front  of  our  house ;  and  while  so  doing  to- 
day I  had  a  long  conversation  with  two  chiefs  of 
the  Itisan  on  horseback,  who  came  to  see  me,  and 
avowed  their  sincere  friendship  and  regard.  They 
were  fine,  tall  men,  but  rather  slim,  with  a  noble 
expression  of  countenance,  and  of  light  colour.  Their 
dress  was  simple,  but  handsome,  and  arranged  with 
great  care.  All  the  Tawdrek,  from  Ghdt  as  far 
as  Hdusa,  and  from  Aldkkos  to  Timbiiktu,  are  pas- 
sionately fond  of  the  tobes  and  trowsers  called 
"tailelt''  (the  Guinea-fowl),  or  "filfil"  (the  pepper), 
on  account  of  their  speckled  colour.  They  are  made 
of  silk  and  cotton  interwoven  *,  and  look  very  neat. 
The  lowest  part  of  the  trowsers,  which  forms  a  narrow 
band  about  two  inches  broad,  closing  rather  tightly, 
is  embroidered  in  different  colours.      None  of  the 

*  I  have  brought  home  a  specimen  of  these  tobe8>  among  various 
others.  The  tailelt  was  my  common  dress  during  all  the  latter 
part  of  my  journey.  A  representation  of  its  distinguishing  orna- 
ments will  be  given  in  the  next  volume. 
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Tawirek  of  pure  blood  would,  I  tJiink,  degrade  them- 
selves by  wearing  on  their  head  the  red  cap. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  went  with  Monday, 
Hdmma  to  take  leave  of  the  sultan,  who  October  21k 
had  been  too  busy,  for  some  days,  to  favour  me  with 
an  audience ;  and  I  urged  my  friend  to  speak  of  the 
treaty,  though  I  was  myself  fully  aware  of  the  great 
difficulty  which  so  complicated  a  paper,  written  in  a 
form  entirely  unknown  to  the  natives,  and  which  must 
naturally  be  expected  to  awaken  their  suspicion,  would 
create,  and  of  the  great  improbability  of  its  being 
signed  while  the  sultan  was  pressed  with  a  variety  of 
business.  On  the  way  to  the  fdda  we  met  A'shu,  the 
present  serki-n-turAwa,  a  large-sized  man,  clad  in  an 
entirely -white  dress,  which  may  not  improbably  be  a 
sign  of  his  authority  over  the  white  men  (Tur^wa*). 
He  is  said  to  be  a  very  wealthy  man.  He  replied  to 
my  compliments  with  much  kindness,  and  entered 
into  conversation  with  me  about  the  difference  of  our 
country  and  thdrs,  and  ordered  one  of  his  companions 
to  take  me  to  a  small  garden  which  he  had  planted 
near  his  house  in  the  midst  of  the  town,  in  order  to 
Bee  what  plants  we  had  in  common  with  them.  Of 
course  there  was  nothing  like  our  plants;  and  my 
cicerone  conceived  rather  a  poor  idea  of  our  country 
when  he  heard  that  all  the  things  which  they  had,  we 
had  not  —  neither  senna,  nor  bamia,  nor  indigo,  nor 
cotton,  nor  Guinea  corn,  nor,  in  short,  the  most  beau- 
tiful of  all  trees  of  the  creation,  as  he  thought  —  the 

*  Who  these  Turawa  are  I  shall  explain  further  on. 
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talha,  or  Mimosa  ferraginea ;  and  he  seemed  rather 
incredulous  when  told  that  we  had  much  finer  plants 
than  they. 

We  then  went  to  the  fdda.  The  sultan  seemed 
quite  ready  for  starting.  He  was  sitting  in  the  court- 
yard of  his  palace,  surrounded  by  a  multitude  of 
people  and  camels,  while  the  loud  murmuring  noise 
of  a  number  of  schoolboys  who  were  learning  the 
Eurdn  proceeded  from  the  opposite  corner,  and  pre- 
vented my  hearing  the  conversation  of  the  people. 
The  crowd  and  the  open  locality  were,  of  course,  not 
very  favourable  to  my  last  audience;  and  it  was  neces- 
sarily a  cold  one.  Supported  by  Hamma,  I  informed 
the  sultan  that  I  expected  still  to  receive  a  letter  from 
him  to  the  government  under  whose  auspices  I  was 
travelling,  expressive  of  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
he  had  felt  in  being  honoured  with  a  visit  from  one 
of  the  mission,  and  that  he  would  gladly  grant  pro- 
tection to  any  future  traveller  who  should  happen  to 
visit  his  country.  The  sultan  promised  that  such  a 
letter  should  be  written ;  however,  the  result  proved 
that  either  he  had  not  quite  understood  what  I  meant, 
or,  what  is  more  probable,  that  in  his  precarious  situ- 
ation he  felt  himself  not  justified  in  writing  to  a 
Christian  government,  especially  as  he  had  received 
no  letter  from  it. 

When  I  had  returned  to  my  quarters,  Hamma 
brought  me  three  letters,  in  which  *Abd  el  Kdder 
recommended  my  person  and  my  luggage  to  the  care 
of  the  governors  of  Kan6,  Kdtsena,  and  Ddura,  and 
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which  were  written  in  rather  incorrect  Arabic,  and  in 
nearly  the  same  terms.     They  were  as  follows :  — 

''  In  the  name  of  Grod,  &c. 
"  From  the  Emir  of  Ahir  •,  'Abd  el  Kdder,  son  of  the  Sultan 
Mohammed  el  Bdkeri,  to  the  Emfr  of  Ddura,  son  of  the  late  Emir 
of  Ddura,  Is-hhdk.  The  mercy  of  Grod  upon  the  eldest  compa- 
nions of  the  Prophet,  and  his  blessing  upon  the  Khalifa ;  Amin. 
The  most  lasting  blessing  and  the  highest  well-being  to  you 
without  end.  I  send  this  message  to  you  with  regard  to  a  stranger, 
my  guest,  of  the  name  of  'Abd  el  Kerim  |,  who  came  to  me,  and  is 
going  to  the  Emir  el  Mumenin  [the  Sultan  of  S6koto],  in  order 
that,  when  he  proceeds  to  you,  you  may  protect  him  and  treat  him 
well,  so  that  none  of  the  freebooters  and  evildoers  J  may  hurt  him 
or  his  property,  but  that  he  may  reach  the  Emir  el  Mumenin. 
Indeed  we  wrote  this  on  account  of  the  freebooters,  in  order  that 
you  may  protect  him  against  them  in  the  most  efficacious  manner. 
FareweH."    • 

These  letters  were  all  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the 
sultan. 

Hdmma  showed  me  also  another  letter  which  he 
had  received  from  the  sultan,  and  which  I  think 
interesting  enough  to  be  here  inserted,  as  it  is  a 
faithful  image  of  the  turbulent  state  of  the  country 
at  that  time,  and*  as  it  contains  the  simple  expression 
of  the  sincere  and  just  proceedings  of  the  new  sultan. 
Its  purport  was  as  follows,  though  the  language  in 

*  Here  also  the  name  of  the  country  is  written  with  an  A  — 
^^\  — as  is  always  done  by  the  Arabs  (see  what  I  have  said 
above). 

f  'Abd  el  Kerim  was  the  name  I  adopted  from  the  beginning 
as  my  travelling  name. 
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which  it  is  written  is  so  incorrect  that  several  pas- 
sages admit  of  diflferent  interpretations,* 

*^  In  the  name  of  God,  &c. 

''From  the  Commander,  the  faithful  Minister  of  Justice f,  the 
Sultan  'Abd  el  Kdder,  son  of  tlie  Sultan  Mohammed  el  Bakeri,  to 
the  chiefs  of  all  the  tribe  of  E'  Nur,  and  Hamed,  and  Seia,  and 
all  those  among  jou  who  have  large  possessions,  perfect  peace 
to  you. 

**  Your  eloquence,  compliments,  and  information  are  deserving 
of  praise.  We  hare  seen  the  auxiliaries  sent  to  us  bj  jour  tribe ; 
and  we  have  taken  energetic  measures  with  them  against  the 
marauders,  who  obstruct  the  way  of  the  caravans  of  devout 
people  {,  and  the  intercourse  of  those  who  travel  as  well  as  those 
who  remain  at  home.  On  this  account  we  desire  to  receive  aid 
from  you  against  their  incursions.  The  people  of  the  Kel-fadaye, 
they  are  the  marauders.  We  should  not  have  prohibited  their 
chiefs  to  exercise  rule  over  them,  except  for  three  thjngs : — first, 
because  I  am  afraid  they  will  betake  themselves  from  the  Anikel 
[the  community  of  the  people  of  A^ir]  to  the  Awelimmiden;  se- 
condly, in  order  that  they  may  not  make  an  alliance  with  them 
against  us,  for  they  are  all  marauders ;  and  thirdly,  in  order  that 
you  may  approve  of  tbdr  paying  us  the  tribute.  Come,  then,  to 
us  quickly.  You  know  that  what  the  hand  holds  it  holds  only 
with  the  aid  of  the  fingers ;  for  without  the  fingers  the  hand  can 
seize  nothing. 

"  We  therefore  will  expect  your  determination,  that  is  to  say 
your  coming,  after  the  departure  of  the  salt-caravan  of  the  Itisan, 
fixed  among  you  for  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.     Grodl  God  is 


•  I  follow  the  translation^of  the  learned  Rev.  6.C.  Renouard. 

^  The  Bev.  G.  C.  Benouard,  in  interpreting  this  passage,  has  evi- 
dently made  a  mistake  in  translating  'Hhe  Minister  of  the  Sultan," 
and  adding  in  a  note  that  Emir  'Ms  here  a  title  given  to  the  Emir 
el  Niir,"  while  it  is  to  be  referred  to  the  sultan  himself. 

X  By  the  expression  ''el  f6karah"  the  sultan  certainly  meant 
us,  who  were  not  travelling  for  trading  purposes,  but  rather  like 
dervishes. 
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merciful  and  answereth  prayer  I  Come  therefore  to  us ;  and  we 
will  tuck  up  our  sleeves*,  and  drive  away  the  marauders,  and 
fight  valiantly  against  them  as  God  (he  He  glorified  I)  hath  com- 
manded. 

*^  Lo,  corruption  hath  multiplied  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  May 
the  Lord  not  question  us  on  account  of  the  poor  and  needy,  orphans 
and  widows,  according  to  His  word :  —  *  You  are  all  herdsmen, 
and  ye  shall  all  be  questioned  respecting  your  herds,  whether  ye 
have  indeed  taken  good  care  of  them  or  dried  them  up.' 

"  Delay  not,  therefore,  but  hasten  to  our  residence  where  we 
are  all  assembled ;  for  'zeal  in  the  cause  of  religion  is  the  duty  of 
all;'  or  send  thy  messenger  to  us  quickly  with  a  positive  answer ; 
send  thy  messenger  as  soon  as  possible.    Farewell.'* 

The  whole  population  was  in  alarm ;  and  everybody 
who  was  able  to  bear  arms  prepared  for  the  expedi- 
tion*  About  sunset  the  "  ^gehen  "  left  the  town,  num- 
bering about  four  hundred  men,  partly  on  camels, 
partly  on  horseback,  besides  the  people  on  foot.  B6ro 
as  well  as  A'shu  accompanied  the  sultan,  who  this  time 
was  himself  mounted  on  a  camel.  They  went  to  take 
their  encampment  near  that  of  Astdfidet,  in  Tagiirast, 
*Abd  el  Kdder  pitching  a  tent  of  grey  colour,  and  in 
size  like  that  of  a  Turkish  aghd,  in  the  midst  of  the 
K61-geres,  the  K^l-ferwdn,  and  the  Emgedesiye,  while 
Astdfidet,  who  had  no  tent,  was  surrounded  by  the 
K^l-owi.  The  sultan  was  kind  and  attentive  enough 
not  to  forget  me  even  now ;  and  having  heard  that 
I  had  not  yet  departed,  Hdmma  not  having  finished 
his  business  in  the  town,  he  sent  me  some  wheat, 

*  All  the  tribes  in  Central  Africa,  who  wear  the  large  tobes  or 
shirts,  tuck  their  sleeves  up  when  about  to  undertake  any  work,  or 
going  to  fight 
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a  large  bofta  with  butter  and  vegetables  (chiefly 
melons  and  cucumbers),  and  the  promise  of  another 
sheep. 

In  the  evening  the  drummer  again  went  his  rounds 
through  the  town,  proclaiming  the  strict  order  of  the 
sultan  that  everybody  should  lay  in  a  large  supply  of 
provisions.  Although  the  town  in  general  had  become 
very  silent  when  deserted  by  so  many  people,  our 
house  was  kept  in  constant  bustle  ;  and  in  the  course 
of  the  night  three  mehdra  came  from  the  camp,  with 
people  who  could  get  no  supper  there  and  sought  it 
with  us.  B6ro  sent  a  messenger  to  me  early  the  next 
morning,  urgently  begging  for  a  little  powder,  as 
the  "Mehdrebin"  of  the  Imghad  had  sent  oflF  their 
camels  and  other  property,  and  were  determined  to 
resist  the  army  of  the  sultan.  However,  I  could  send 
him  but  very  little.  My  amusing  friend  Mohammed 
spent  the  whole  day  with  us,  when  he  went  to  join 
the  ghazzia.  I  afterwards  learnt  that  he  obtained 
four  head  of  cattle  as  his  share.  There  must  be 
considerable  herds  of  cattle  in  the  more  favoured 
valleys  of  Asben ;  for  the  expedition  had  nothing  else 
to  live  upon,  as  Mohammed  afterwards  informed  me, 
and  slaughtered  an  immense  quantity  of  them.  Al- 
together the  expedition  was  successful ;  and  the 
Fadeang  and  many  tribes  of  the  Imghdd  lost  almost 
all  their  property.  Even  the  influential  Hkj  Beshir 
was  punished,  on  account  of  his  son's  having  taken 
part  in  the  expedition  against  us.  I  received  also  the 
satisfactory  information  that  *Abd  el  Kdder  had  taken 
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nine  camels  from  the  man  who  retained  my  m^heri ; 
but  I  gained  nothing  thereby,  neither  my  own  camel 
being  returned  nor  another  given  me  in  its  stead. 
The  case  was  the  same  with  all  our  things ;  but  never- 
theless the  proceeding  had  a  good  effect,  seeing  that 
people  were  punished  expressly  for  having  robbed 
Christians,  and  thus  the  principle  was  established 
that  it  was  not  less  illegal  to  rob  Christians  than  it 
was  to  rob  Mohammedans,  both  creeds  being  placed, 
as  far  as  regards  the  obligations  of  peace  and  honesty, 
on  equally  favourable  terms, 

I  spent  the  whole  of  Tuesday  in  my  house,  princi- 
pally in  taking  down  information  which  I  received 
from  the  intelligtnt  Ghaddmsi  merchant  Mohammed, 
who,  having  left  his  native  town  firom  fear  of  the 
Turks,  had  resided  six  years  in  A'gades,  and  was  a 
well-informed  man. 

My  old  friend  the  blacksmith  Hdmmeda,  Wednesday 
and  the  tall  Eliyas,  went  off  this  morning  October  23rd. 
with  several  camels  laden  with  provision,  while 
Hdmma  still  staid  behind  to  finish  the  purchases ; 
for  on  account  of  the  expedition,  and  the  insecure 
state  of  the  road  to  Damerghii,  it  had  been  difficult 
to  procure  provisions  in  sufficient  quantity.  Our 
house  therefore  became  almost  as  silent  and  deso- 
late as  the  rest  of  the  town;  but!  found  a  great 
advantage  in  remaining  a  few  days  longer,  for  my 
chivalrdus  friend  and  protector,  who,  as  long  as  the 
sultan  and  the  great  men  were  present,  had  been 
very   reserved  and   cautious^   had  now  no   further 
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scruple  about  taking  me  everywhere,  and  showing  me 
the  town  "  within  and  without." 

We  first  visited  the  house  of  Fdder,  a  broker,  who 
lived  at  a  short  distance  to  the  south  from  our  house, 
and  had  also  lodged  Haj  *Abdiiwa  during  his  stay  here. 
It  was  a  large  spacious  dwelling,  well 
arranged  with  a  view  to  comfort  and 
privacy,  according  to  the  conceptions 
and  customs  of  the  inhabitants,  while 
our  house  (being  a  mere  temporary  re- 
sidence for  A'nnur's  people  occasionally  visiting  the 
town)  was  a  dirty,  comfortless  abode.  We  entered 
first  a  vestibule,  about  twenty-five  feet  long  and  nine 
broad,  having  on  each  side  a  separate  space  marked 
off  by  that  low  kind  of  balustrade  mentioned  in  my 
description  of  the  sultan's  house.  This  vestibule  or 
ante-room  was  followed  by  a  second  room  of  larger  size 
and  irregular  arrangement  ;  opposite  the  entrance  it 
opened  into  another  apartment  which,  with  two  doors^ 
led  into  a  spacious  inner  courtyard,  which  was  very 
irregularly  circumscribed  by  several  rooms  projecting 
into  it,  while  to  the  left  it  was  occupied  by  an  enor- 
mous bedstead  (1 ).  These  bedsteads  are  a  most  cha- 
racteristic article  of  furniture  in  all  the  dwellings  of 
the  S6nghay.  In  A'gades  they  are  generally  very  so- 
lidly built  of  thick  boards,  and  furnished  with  a  strong 
canopy  resting  upon  four  posts,  covered  with  mats  on 
the  top  and  on  three  sides,  the  remaining  side  being 
shut  in  with  boards.  Such  a  canopied  bed  looks 
like  a  little  house  by  itself.     On  the  wall  of  the  first 
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chamber,  which  on  the  right  projected  into  the  court- 
yard, several  lines  of  large  pots  had  been  arranged, 
one  above  the  other  (2),  forming  so  many  warm  nests 
for  a  number  of  turtle-doves  which  were  plajdng  all 
about  the  courtyard,  while  on  the  left,  in  the  half- 
decayed  walls  of  two  other  rooms  (3),  about  a  dozen 
goats  were  fastened  each  to  a  separate  pole.  The 
background  of  the  courtyard  contained  several  rooms; 
and  in  front  of  it  a  large  shade  (4)  had  been  built  of 
mats,  forming  a  rather  pleasant  and  cool  resting- 
place.  Numbers  of  children  were  gambolling  about, 
and  gave  to  the  whole  a  very  cheerful  appearance. 
There  is  something  very  peculiar  in  these  houses, 
which  are  constiucted  evidently  with  a  view  to  com- 
fort and  quiet  enjoyment. 

We  then  went  to  visit  a  female  iriend  of  Hdmma, 
who  lived  in  the  south  quarter  of  the  town,  in  a  house 
which  likewise  bespoke  much  comfort ;  but  here,  on 
account  of  the  number  of  inmates,  the  arrangement 
was  different,  the  second  vestibule  being  furnished 
on  each  side  with  a  large  bedstead  instead  of  mats, 
though  here  also  there  was  in  the  courtyard  an 
immense  bedstead.  The  courtyard  was  comparatively 
small,  and  a  long  corridor  on  the  left  of  it  led  to  an 
inner  courtyard  or  "  tsakangida,"  which  I  was  not 
allowed  to  see.  The  mistress  of  the  house  was  still  a 
very  comely  person,  although  she  had  born  several 
children.  She  had  a  fine  figure,  though  rather  under 
the  middle  size,  and  a  fair  complexion.  I  may  here 
remark  that  many  of  the  women  of  A'gades  are  not 
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a  shade  darker  than  Arab  women  in  general.  She 
wore  a  great  quantity  of  silver  ornaments,  and  was 
well  dressed  in  a  gown  of  coloured  cotton  and  silk. 
Hdmma  was  very  intimate  with  her,  and  introduced 
me  to  her  as  his  friend  and  prot^g^,  whom  she  ought 
to  value  as  highly  as  himself.  She  was  married  ;  but 
her  husband  was  residing  in  Edtsena,  and  she  did  not 
seem  to  await  his  return  in  the  Penelopean  style. 
The  house  had  as  many  as  twenty  inmates,  there 
being  no  less  than  six  children,  I  think,  under  five 
years  of  age,  and  among  them  a  very  handsome  little 
girl,  the  mother's  favourite ;  besides,  there  were  six 
or  seven  full-grown  slaves.*  The  children  were  all 
naked,  but  wore  ornaments  of  beads  and  silver. 

After  we  had  taken  leave  of  this  Emgedesiye  lady, 
we  followed  the  street  towards  the  south,  where  there 
were  some  very  good  houses,  although  the  quarter  in 
general  was  in  ruins ;  and  here  I  saw  the  very  best 
and  most  comfortable-looking  dwelling  in  the  town. 
All  the  pinnacles  were  ornamented  with  ostrich-eggs. 
One  will  often  find  in  an  eastern  town,  after  the  first 
impression  of  its  desolate  appearance  is  gone  by,  many 
proofs  that  the  period  of  its  utter  prostration  is  not 
yet  come,  but  that  even  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins  there 


*  Leo,  in  the  interesting  description  which  he  gives  of  this 
town,  1.  vii.  c  9.,  expressly  praises  the  size  and  architecture  of  the 
houses :  **  Le  case  sono  benissimo  edificate  a  modo  delle  case  di 
Barberia."  He  abo  speaks  here  of  the  great  number  of  male  slaves 
whom  the  merchants  were  obliged  to  keep,  in  order  to  protect 
themselves  on  the  roads  to  Negroland. 
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is  still  a  good  deal  of  ease  and  comfort.  Among  the 
ruins  of  the  southern  quarter  are  to  be  seen  the  pin- 
nacled walls  of  a  building  of  immense  circumference 
and  considerable  elevation  ;  but  unfortunately  I  could 
not  learn  from  Hdmma  for  what  purpose  it  had  been 
used  :  however,  it  was  certainly  a  public  building,  and 
probably  a  large  khdn  rather  than  the  residence  of  the 
chief.*  With  its  high,  towering  walls,  it  still  forms  a 
sort  of  outwork  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  where 
in  general  the  wall  is  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  way 
is  everywhere  open.  Hdmma  had  a  great  prejudice 
against  this  desolate  quarter.  Even  the  more  intel- 
ligent Mohammedans  are  often  afraid  to  enter  former 
dwelling-places  of  men,  believing  them  to  be  haunted 
by  spirits ;  but  he  took  me  to  some  inhabited  houses, 
which  were  all  built  on  the  same  principle  as  that  dt- 
scribed,  but  varying  greatly  in  depth,  and  in  the  size 
of  the  courtyard ;  the  staircases  (abi-n-hAwa)  leading 
to  the  upper  story  are  in  the  courtyard,  and  are 
rather  irregularly  built  of  stones  and  clay.  In  some 
of  them  young  ostriches  were  running  about.  The 
inhabitants  of  all  the  houses  seemed  to  have  the  same 
cheerful  disposition  ;  and  I  was  glad  to  find  scarcely  a 
single  instance  of  misery.  I  give  here  the  ground- 
plan  of  another  house. 

*  From  Leo's  description,  1.  vii.  c.  9^  it  would  appear  that  the 
palace  of  the  sultan  in  former  times  was  in  the  middle  of  the  town 
—  "  un  bel  palazzo  in  mezzo  della  cittk.**  He  kept  a  numerous 
host  of  soldiers. 
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The  artisans  who  work  in  leather  (an  oc- 


cupation  left  entirely  to  females)  seem  to 

live  in  a  quarter  by  themselves,  which  ori-     Mq  ' 

ginally  was  quite  separated  from  the  rest  of     ^-T" 

the  town  by  a  sort  of  gate ;  but  I  did  not 

make  a  sufficient  survey  of  this  quarter  to  mark  it 

distinctly  in  the  ground-plan  of  the  town.     We  also 

visited  some  of  the  mat  makers. 

Our  maim61o  of  the  other  day,  who  had  discovered 
that  we  had  slaughtered  our  sheep,  paid  us  a  visit  in 
the  evening,  and  for  a  piece  of  meat  entertained  me 
with  a  clever  performance  on  his  instrument,  accom- 
panied with  a  song.  Hdmma  spent  his  evening  with 
our  friend  the  Emgedesiye  lady,  and  was  kind  enough 
to  beg  me  to  accompany  him.  This  I  declined,  but 
gave  him  a  small  present  to  take  to  her. 

I  had  a  fair  sample  of  the  state  of  morals  in  A'gades 
the  following  day,  when  five  or  six  girls  and  women 
came  to  pay  me  a  visit  in  our  house,  and  with  much 
simplicity  invited  me  to  make  merry  with  them,  there 
being  now,  as  they  said,  no  longer  reason  for  reserve, 
"  as  the  sultan  was  gone."  It  was  indeed  rather 
amusing  to  see  what  conclusions  they  drew  from  the 
motto,  "  serki  ydtafi."  Two  of  them  were  tolerably, 
pretty  and  well-formed,  with  fine  black  hair  hanging 
down  in  plaits  or  tresses,  lively  eyes,  and  very  fair 
complexion.  Their  dress  was  decent,  and  that  of  one 
of  them  even  elegant,  consisting  of  an  under  gown 
reaching  from  the  neck  to  the  ankles,  and  an  upper 
one  drawn  over  the  head,  both  of  white  colour  ;  but 
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their  demeanour  was  very  free,  and  1  too  clearly 
understood  the  caution  requisite  in  a  European  who 
would  pass  through  these  countries  unharmed  and  re- 
spected by  the  natives,  to  allow  myself  to  be  tempted 
by  these  wantons.  It  would  be  better  for  a  traveller 
in  these  regions,  both  for  his  own  comfort,  and  for 
the  respect  felt  for  him  by  the  natives,  if  he  could 
take  his  wife  with  him  ;  for  these  simple  people  do 
not  understand  how  a  man  can  live  without  a  partner. 
The  Western  TawArek,  who  in  general  are  very  rigo- 
rous in  their  manners,  and  quite  unlike  the  K61-owf, 
had  nothing  to  object  against  me  except  my  being  a 
bachelor.  But  as  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  female  com- 
panion for  such  journeys,  and  as  by  marrying  a  native 
he  would  expose  himself  to  much  trouble  and  incon- 
venience on  the  score  of  religion,  he  will  do  best  to 
maintain  the  greatest  austerity  of  manners  with  re- 
gard to  the  other  sex,  though  he  may  thereby  expose 
himself  to  a  good  deal  of  derision  from  some  of  the 
lighter-hearted  natives.  The  ladies,  however,  became 
so  troublesome  that  I  thought  it  best  to  remain  at 
home  for  a  few  days,  and  was  thus  enabled  at  the 
same  time  to  note  down  the  information  which  I 
had  been  able  to  pick  up.  During  these  occupations 
I  was  always  greatly  pleased  with  the  companionship 
of  a  diminutive  species  of  finches  which  frequent  all 
the  rooms  in  A'gades,  and,  as  I  may  add  from  later 
experience,  in  Timbuktu  also ;  the  male,  with  its  red 
neck,  in  particular  looks  extremely  pretty.  The 
poults  were  just  about  to  fledge. 
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'  Snnday,         There  was  one  very  characteristic  build- 

October  27tb.  Jj^g    J^     ^^^    tOWTl,     whlch      thoUgh     B,    mOSt 

conspicuous  object  from  the  terrace  of  our  house,  I  had 
never  yet  investigated  with  sufficient  accuracy.  This 
was  the  mesdllaje,  or  high  tower  rising  over  the  roof 
of  the  mosque.  The  reason  why  this  building  in  par- 
ticular (the  most  famous  and  remarkable  one  in  the 
town)  had  been  hitherto  observed  by  me  only  from  a 
distance,  and  in  passing  by,  must  be  obvious.  Differ- 
ence of  religious  creed  repelled  me  from  it;  and  so  long 
as  the  town  was  full  of  strangers,  some  of  them  very 
fanatical,  it  was  dangerous  for  me  to  approach  it  too 
closely.  I  had  often  inquired  whether  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  ascend  the  tower  without  entering  the 
mosque ;  but  I  had  always  received  for  answer,  that 
the  entrance  was  locked  up.  As  soon,  however,  as  the 
sultan  was  gone,  and  when  the  town  became  rather 
quiet,  I  urged  Hdmma  to  do  his  best  that  I  might 
ascend  to  the  top  of  this  curious  building,  which  I 
represented  to  him  as  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  me,  since  it  would  enable  me  not 
only  to  control  my  route  by  taking  a  few  angles 
of  the  principal  elevations  round  the  valley  Aiideras, 
but  also  to  obtain  a  distant  view  over  the  country 
towards  the  west  and  south,  which  it  was  not  my 
good  luck  to  visit  myself.  To-day  Hdmma  promised 
me  that  he  would  try  what  could  be  done. 

Having  once  more  visited  the  lively  house  of 
I'dder,  we  took  our  way  over  the  market-places,  which 
were  now  rather  dull.     The  vultures  looked  out  with 
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visible  greediness  and  eagerness  from  the  pinnacles 
of  the  ruined  walls  around  for  their  wonted  food — 
their  share  of  oflFal  during  these  days,  when  so  many 
people  were  absent,  being  of  course  much  reduced, 
though  some  of  them  probably  had  followed  their 
fellow-citizens  on  the  expedition.  So  few  people  being 
in  the  streets,  the  town  had  a  more  ruined  look  than 
ever;  and  the  large  heap  of  rubbish  accumulated 
on  the  south  side  of  the  butchers'  market  seemed  to 
me  more  disgusting  than  before.  We  kept  along  the 
principal  street  between  Digi  and  Arrafiya,  passing 
the  deep  well  Shedwdnka  on  our  right,  and  on  the 
other  side  a  school,  which  resounded  with  the  shrill 
voices  of  about  fifty  little  boys  repeating  with  energy 
and  enthusiasm  the  verses  of  the  Kuran,  which  their 
master  had  written  for  them  upon  their  little  wooden 
tablets. 

Having  reached  the  open  space  in  front  of  the 
mosque  ("  sdrari-n-mesdllaje"),  and  there  being  no» 
body  to  disturb  me,  I  could  view  at  my  leisure  this 
simple  but  curious  building,  which  in  the  subsequent 
course  of  my  journey  became  still  more  interesting 
to  me,  as  I  saw  plainly  that  it  was  built  on  exactly 
the  same  principle  as  the  tower  which  rises  over  the 
sepulchre  of  the  famed  conqueror  Haj  Mohammed 
A'skid  (the  "  Ischia"  of  Leo). 

The  Mesdllaje  starts  up  from  the  platform  or  terrace 
formed  by  the  roof  of  the  mosque,  which  is  extremely 
low,  resting  apparently,  as  we  shall  see,  in  its  interior, 
upon  four  massive  pillars.     It  is  square,  and  measures 
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at  its  base  about  thirty  feet,  having  a  small  lean-to,  on 
its  east  side,  on  the  terrace  of  the  mosque,  where  most 
probably  there  was  formerly  the  entrance.  From 
this  the  tower  rises  (decreasing  in  width,  and  with  a 
sort  of  swelling  or  entasis  in  the  middle  of  its  eleva- 


tion, something  like  the  beautiful  model  adopted  by 
nature  in  the  deleb  palm,  and  imitated  by  architects 
in  the  columns  of  the  Ionic  and  Corinthian  orders) 
to  a  height  of  from  ninety  to  ninety-five  feet.  It 
measures  at  its  summit  not  more  than  about  eight 
feet  in  width.  The  interior  is  lighted  by  seven  open- 
ings on  each  side.  Like  most  of  the  houses  in  A'gades, 
it  is  built  entirely  of  clay  ;  and  in  order  to  strengthen 
a  building  so  lofty  and  of  so  soft  a  material,  its  four 
walls  are  united  by  thirteen  layers  of  boards  of  the 
diim-tree  crossing  the  whole  tower  in  its  entire 
breadth  and  width,  and  coming  out  on  each  side  from 
three  to  four  feet,  while  at  the  same  time  they  afford 
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the  only  means  of  getting  to  the  top.  Its  purpose  is 
to  serve  as  a  watch-tower,  or  at  least  was  so  at  a 
former  time,  when  the  town,  surrounded  by  a  strong 
wall  and  supplied  with  water,  was  well  capable  of 
making  resistance,  if  warned  in  due  time  of  an 
approaching  danger.  But  at  present  it  seems  rather 
to  be  kept  in  repair  only  as  a  decoration  of  the  town. 

The  Mesdllaje  in  its  present  state  was  only  six  years 
old  at  the  time  of  my  visit  (in  1850),  and  perhaps 
was  not  even  quite  finished  in  the  interior,  as  I  was 
told  that  the  layers  of  boards  were  originally  intended 
to  support  a  staircase  of  clay.  About  fifty  paces 
from  the  south-western  corner  of  the  mosque,  the 
ruins  of  an  older  tower  are  seen  still  rising  to  a  con- 
siderable height,  though  leaning  much  to  one  side, 
more  so  than  the  celebrated  tower  of  Pisa,  and 
most  probably  in  a  few  years  it  will  give  way  to  an 
attack  of  storm  and  rain.  This  more  ancient  tower 
seems  to  have  stood  quite  detached  from  the  mosque. 

Having  sufficiently  surveyed  the  exterior  of  the 
tower,  and  made  a  sketch  of  it,  I  accompanied  my 
impatient  companion  into  the  interior  of  the  mosque, 
into  which  he  felt  no  scruple  in  conducting  me.  The 
lowness  of  the  structure  had  already  surprised  me 
from  without ;  but  I  was  still  more  astonished  when  I 
entered  the  interior,  and  saw  that  it  consisted  of  low, 
narrow  naves  divided  by  pillars  of  immense  thickness, 
the  reason  of  which  it  is  not  possible  at  present  to 
understand,  as  they  have  nothing  to  support  but  a 
roof  of  ddm-tree  boards,  mats,  and  a  layer  of  clay ; 
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but  I  think  it  scarcely  doubtful  that  originally  these 
naves  were  but  the  vaults  or  cellars  of  a  grander 
superstructure,  designed  but  not  executed  ;  and  this 
conjecture  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  all  that  at  pre- 
sent remains  of  tlie  mosque.  The  gloomy  halls  were 
buried  in  a  mournful  silence,  interrupted  only  by  the 
voice  of  a  solitary  man,  seated  on  a  dirty  mat  at 
the  western  wall  of  the  tower,  and  reading  diligently 
the  torn  leaves  of  a  manuscript.  Seeing  that  it  was 
the  kddhi,  we  went  up  to  him  and  saluted  him  most 
respectfully  ;  but  it  was  not  in  the  most  cheerful  and 
amiable  way  that  he  received  our  compliments — mine 
in  particular — continuing  to  read,  and  scarcely  raising 
his  eyes  from  the  sheets  before  him.*  Hamma  then 
asked  for  permission  to  ascend  the  tower,  but  re- 
ceived a  plain  and  unmistakeable  refusal,  the  thing 
being  impossible,  there  being  no  entrance  to  the 
tower  at  present.  It  was  shut  up,  he  said,  on  account 
of  the  Kel-ger(5s,  who  used  to  ascend  the  tower  in 
great  numbers.  Displeased  with  his  uncourteous 
behaviour,  and  seeing  that  he  was  determined  not 
to  permit  me  to  climb  the  tower,  were  it  ever  so 
feasible,  we  withdrew  and  called  upon  the  imdm, 
who  lives  in  a  house  attached  to  these  vaults,  and 
which  looked  a  little  neater  from  having  been  white- 


*  The  hostile  disposition  of  the  kddhi  towards  me  was  most 
unfortunate,  as  he  would  have  been  the  very  man  to  give  me  the 
information  I  wanted  ;  for  I  did  not  meet  any  other  native  of  the 
place  well  versed  in  Arabic  literature,  and  but  a  few  were  able  to 
speak  Arabic  at  all. 
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washed ;  however,  he  had  no  power  to  aid  us  in  our 
purpose,  but  rather  confirmed  the  statement  of  the 
kddhi. 

This  is  the  principal  mosque  of  the  town,  and 
seems  to  have  always  been  so,  although  there  are  said 
to  have  been  formerly  as  many  as  seventy  mosques, 
of  which  ten  are  still  in  use.  They  deserve  no  men- 
tion, however,  with  the  exception  of  three,  the  Msid 
Mill*,  Msid  E'heni,  and  Msid  el  M(ikki.  I  will  only 
add  here  that  the  Emgedesiye,  so  far  as  their  very 
slender  stock  of  theological  learning  and  doctrine 
entitles  them  to  rank  with  any  sect,  are  Malekiye,  as 
well  as  the  Kel-owi. 

Resigning  myself  to  the  disappointment  of  not 
being  able  to  ascend  the  tower,  I  persuaded  my  friend 
to  take  a  longer  walk  with  me  round  the  northern 
quarter  of  the  town.  But  I  forgot  to  mention  that 
besides  Hdmma  I  had  another  companion  of  a  very 
different  character.  This  was  Ziimmuzuk,  a  reprobate 
of  the  worst  description,  and  whose  features  bore  dis- 
tinct impress  of  the  vile  and  brutal  passions  which 
actuated  him;  yet  being  a  clever  fellow,  and  (as  the 
illegitimate  son,  or  "  dan  n^ma,"  of  an  Emg^desi 
woman)  fully  master  of  the  peculiar  idiom  of  A'gades, 
he  was  tolerated  not  only  by  the  old  chief  A'nnur, 
who  employed  him  as  interpreter,  but  even  by  me. 

*  Whether  this  name  be  a  corruption  of  Mghlli,  meaning  the 
fanatical  Mohammedan  apostle  Mohammed  ben  *Abd  el  Kerfm  el 
Maghili,  of  whom  I  have  spoken  above,  I  cannot  saj. 
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How  insolent  the  knave  could  be,  I  shall  soon  have 
occasion  to  mention. 

With  this  fellow,  therefore,  and  with  Hdmma,  I 
continued  my  walk,  passing  the  k6fa-n-alkdli,  and 
then,  from  the  ruins  of  the  quarter  Ben-Gottdra, 
turning  to  the  north.  Here  the  wall  of  the  town  is 
in  a  tolerable  state  of  preservation,  but  very  weak 
and  insufficient,  though  it  is  kept  in  repair,  even  to 
the  pinnacles,  on  account  of  its  surrounding  the 
palace  of  the  sultan.  Not  far  from  this  is  an  open 
space  called  Azarmddarangh,  "  the  place  of  execu- 
tion," where  occasionally  the  head  of  a  rebellious 
chieftain  or  a  murderer  is  cut  off  by  the  "  d6ka ; " 
but  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  such  things  happen  very 
seldom.  Even  on  the  north  side,  two  gates  are  in  a 
tolerable  state  of  preservation. 

Having  entered  the  town  from  this  side,  we 
went  to  visit  the  quarter  of  the  leather-workers, 
which,  as  I  stated  before,  seems  to  have  formed 
originally  a  regular  ward ;  all  this  handicraft,  with 
the  exception  of  saddlework,  is  carried  on  by 
women,  who  work  with  great  neatness.  Very  beau- 
tiful provision-bags  are  made  here,  although  those 
which  I  brought  back  from  Timbiiktu  are  much 
handsomer.  We  saw  also  some  fine  specimens  of 
mats,  woven  of  a  very  soft  kind  of  grass,  and  dyed 
of  various  colours.  Unfortunately,  I  had  but  little 
with  me  wherewith  to  buy ;  and  even  if  I  had  been 
able  to  make  purchases,  the  destination  of  our  journey 
being  so  distant,  there  was  not  much  hope  of  carrying 
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the  things  safe  to  Europe.  The  blacksmiths'  work 
of  A'gades  is  also  interesting,  although  showy  and 
barbarous,  and  not  unlike  the  work  with  which  the 
Spaniards  used  to  adorn  their  long  daggers. 

During  all  this  time  I  prosecuted  in-  Monday, 
quiries  with  regard  to  several  subjects  ^^<^^28th. 
connected  with  the  geography  and  ethnography  of 
this  quarter  of  the  world.  I  received  several  visits 
from  Emg^desi  tradesmen,  many  of  whom  are  es- 
tablished in  the  northern  provinces  of  Hdusa,  chiefly 
in  Kdtsena  and  Tasdwa,  where  living  is  infinitely 
cheaper  than  in  A'gades.  All  these  I  found  to  be 
intelligent  men,  having  been  brought  up  in  the 
centre  of  intercourse  between  a  variety  of  tribes 
and  nations  of  the  most  different  organization,  and, 
through  the  web  of  routes  which  join  here,  receiving 
information  of  distant  regions.  Several  of  them  had 
even  made  the  Pilgrimage,  and  thus  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  relatively  high  state  of  civilization  in 
Egypt  and  near  the  coast ;  and  I  shall  not  easily 
forget  the  enlightened  view  which  the  mallem  Hdj 
Mohammed  'Omdr,  who  visited  me  several  times, 
took  of  Isldmism  and  Christianity.  The  last  day  of 
my  stay  in  A'gades,  he  reverted  to  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion, and  asked  me,  in  a  manner  fully  expressive  of 
his  astonishment,  how  it  came  to  pass  that  the  Chris- 
tians and  Moslemin  were  so  fiercely  opposed  to  one 
another,  although  their  creeds,  in  essential  principles, 
approximated  so  closely.  To  this  I  replied  by  saying 
that  I  thought  the  reason  was  that  the  great  m^ority 

G  o    4 
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both  of  Christians  and  Moslemin  paid  less  regard  to 
the  dogmas  of  their  creeds  than  to  external  matters, 
which  have  very  little  or  no  reference  to  religion 
itself  I .  also  tried  to  explain  to  him,  that  in  the 
time  of  Mohammed  Christianity  had  entirely  lost  that 
purity  which  was  its  original  character,  and  that  it 
had  been  mixed  up  with  many  idolatrous  elements, 
from  which  it  was  not  entirely  disengaged  till  a  few 
centuries  ago,  while  the  Mohammedans  had  scarcely 
any  acquaintance  with  Christians  except  those  of  the 
old  sects  of  the  Jacobites  and  Nestorians.  Mutually 
pleased  with  our  conversation,  we  parted  from  each 
other  with  regret. 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  agreeably  surprised  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Tinylkum  Ibrahim,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  his  brother's  house  with  what  was  wanted; 
and  being  determined  to  make  only  one  day's  stay 
in  the  town,  he  had  learned  with  pleasure  that  we 
were  about  to  return  by  way  of  A'fasds,  the  village 
whither  he  himself  was  going.  I  myself  had  che- 
rished this  hope,  as  all  the  people  had  represented 
that  place  as  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country,  and 
as  pleasantly  situated.  Hdmma  had  promised  to  take 
me  this  Avay  on  our  return  to  Tintellust ;  but  having 
stayed  so  much  longer  in  the  town  than  he  had  in- 
tended, and  being  afraid  of  arriving  too  late  for  the 
salt-caravan  of  the  K(51-owi  on  their  way  to  Bilma, 
which  he  was  to  supply  with  provisions,  he  changed 
his  plan,  and  determined  to  return  by  the  shortest 
road.     Meanwhile  he  informed  me  that  the  old  chief 
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would  certainly  not  go  with  us  to  Zinder  till  the  salt- 
caravan  had  returned  from  Bilma. 

Fortunately,  in  the  course  of  the  29th  a  small 
caravan  with  com  arrived  from  Damerghii;  and 
Hdmma  completed  his  purchases.  He  had,  however, 
first  to  settle  a  disagreeable  affair;  for  our  friend 
Ziimmuzuk  had  bought  in  Hdmma's  name  several 
things,  for  which  payment  was  now  demanded. 
Hdmma  flew  into  a  terrible  rage,  and  nearly  finished 
the  rogue.  My  Arab  and  Tawdti  friends,  who  heard 
that  we  were  to  start  the  following  day,  though  they 
were  rather  busy  buying  com,  came  to  take  leave 
of  me ;  and  I  was  glad  to  part  from  all  of  them 
in  friendship.  But  before  bidding  farewell  to  this 
interesting  place,  I  shall  make  a  few  general  ob- 
servations on  its  history. 
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HISTORY  OF  A  GADES. 


If  we  had  before  us  the  historical  work  upon  the 
authority  of  which  Mohammed  el  Bageri  assured 
Sultan  Bello  that  the  people  of  G6ber,  who  formerly 
possessed  the  country  of  A'ir,  were  Copts*,  we  should 
most  probably  find  in  it  the  history  of  A'gades.  As 
it  is,  however,  until  that  book  shall  come  to  light,  of 
which  I  do  not  at  all  despair,  provided  future  travel-' 
lers  inquire  diligently  for  it,  we  must  be  content  with 
endeavouring  to  concentrate  the  faint  and  few  rays 
of  light  which  dimly  reveal  to  us,  in  its  principal  fea- 
tures, the  history  of  this  remarkable  town. 

Previously  to  Mr.  Cooley's  perspicuous  inquiries 
into  the  Negroland  of  the  Arabs,  this  place  was  iden- 
tified with  Aiidaghost,  merely  on  account  of  a  sup- 
posed similarity  of  name.  But  A'gades,  or  rather 
E'gedesh,  is  itself  a  pure  Berber  word,  in  no  way 
connected  with  Aiidaghost.  It  is  of  very  frequent 
occurrence,  particularly  among  the  Awelimmiden,  and 
means  "  family ;"  and  the  name  was  well  chosen  for 
a  town   consisting   of  mixed   elements.     Moreover, 

♦  Sultan  Bello's  «  Enfak  el  Misiiri  fi  tarikh  beldd  el  Tekruri," 
in  Denham  and  Clapperton's  Travels,  Appendix,  vol.  ii.  p.  162.  I 
myself  have  a  copy  of  the  same  extracts  from  this  work  of  Bello. 
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while  we  find  Aiidaghost  in  the  far  west  in  the  12th 
century,  we  have  the  distinct  statement  of  Marmol  *, 
that  A'gades  was  founded  a  hundred  and  sixty  years 
before  the  time  when  he  wrote  (that  is  to  say,  in  1460), 
the  truth  of  which  statement,  harmonizing  as  it  does 
with  Leo's  more  general  account,  that  it  was  a  modern 
town  f ,  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt.  Neither  of  these 
authors  tells  us  who  built  it ;  but  as  we  know  that 
the  great  S6nghay  conqueror  Hdj  Mohammed  A'skid, 
who  conquered  the  town  of  A'gades  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  921,  or  1515  of  our  era  J,  expelled  from  it  the 
five  Berber  tribes  Avho,  according  to  the  information 
collected  by  me  during  my  stay  in  A'gades,  and  which 
I  shall  soon  lay  before  my  readers,  must  have  been 
long  resident  in  the  town,  it  appears  highly  probable 
that  these  Berbers  were  its  founders.  And  if  this  be 
assumed,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  explaining  why 
the  language  of  the  natives  of  the  place  at  present  is 
a  dialect  of  the  S6nghay  language,  as  it  is  most  pro- 
bable that  that  great  and  enlightened  conqueror,  after 
he  had  driven  out  the  old  inhabitants,  established  in 

*  Marmol,  Descripcion  dell'  Africa,  vol.  iii.  fl.  xxiv.  b. :  "  Aga- 
dez  es  una  provincia  ...  ay  en  ella  una  ciudad  del  proprio 
nombre^que  a  sido  edificada  de  ciento  j  sesenta  afios'a  este  parte." 

t  Leo  Africanus,  1.  vii.  c.  9. :  **  Edificata  dai  modern!  re  (?)  ne' 
confini  di  Libia.**     The  word  "  re  "  is  very  suspicious. 

X  See  the  extracts  of  B4bd  Ahmed's  "  Tarikh  e'  Suddn,**  sent 
by  me  to  Europe,  and  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  German 
Oriental  Society,  1855.  This  statement  agrees  exactly  with  an 
interesting  passage  in  Sultan  Bello's  "  Enfdk  el  Misuri,*'  which 
has  been  unaccountably  omitted  by  Salame  in  the  tratislation  ap- 
pended to  Denham  and  Clapperton's  Travels. 
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this  important  place  a  new  colony  of  his  own  people. 
In  a  similar  way  we  find  the  S6nghay  nation,  which 
seems  not  to  have  originally  extended  to  a  great  dis- 
tance eastward  of  G^gho  or  G6go,  now  extending 
into  the  very  heart  of  K^bbi,  although  we  shall  find 
other  people  speaking  the  same  language  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  A'gades,  and  perhaps  may  be  able 
in  the  course  of  our  researches  to  trace  some  con- 
nection between  the  S6nghay  and  ancient  Egypt. 

It  is  therefore  highly  probable  that  those  five 
Berber  tribes  formed  the  settlement  in  question  as  an 
entrep6t  for  their  commerce  with  Negroland,  though 
the  foundation  of  such  a  grand  settlement  on  the  bor- 
der of  the  desert  presumes  that  they  had  at  that  time 
a  preponderating  influence  in  all  these  regions ;  and 
the  whole  aflfair  is  so  peculiar,  that  its  history  could 
not  fail  to  gratify  curiosity  if  more  could  be  known  of 
it.  From  Bello's  account,  it  would  appear  that  they, 
or  at  least  one  of  these  tribes  (the  Aiijila*),  conquered 
the  whole  of  A'ir. 

It  is  certainly  remarkable  to  see  people  from  five 
places  separated  from  each  other  by  immense  tracts, 
and  united  only  by  the  bond  of  commerce  and  in- 

*  Bello  took  an  erroneous  view  of  the  subject  in  supposing  all 
the  five  tribes  to  have  come  from  Aujila.  Only  one  of  them  was 
originally  from  that  place ;  and  the  names  of  the  five  tribes  as 
mentioned  by  him  are  evidently  erroneous.  (See  the  following  note.) 
The  error  in  deriving  all  these  five  tribes  from  Aujila  originated, 
probably,  in  the  general  tradition  that  the  whole  nation  of  the 
Berbers  had  spread  over  North  Africa  from  Syria  by  way  of  the 
oasis  of  Aujila. 
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terest,  founding  a  large  colony  far  away  from  their 
homes,  and  on  the  very  border  of  the  desert.  For, 
according  to  all  that  I  could  learn  by  the  most 
sedulous  inquiries  in  A'gades,  those  tribes  belonged  to 
the  Gurdra  of  Tawdt,  to  the  Tafimdta,  to  the  Beni 
Wazit,  and  the  T^sko  of  Ghaddmes,  to  the  once 
powerful  and  numerous  tribe  of  the  Masrdta,  and 
finally  to  the  Aiijila ;  and  as  the  names  of  almost  all 
these  different  tribes,  and  of  their  divisions,  are  still 
attached  to  localities  of  the  town,  we  can  scarcely 
doubt  the  correctness  of  this  information,  and  must 
suppose  that  Sultan  Bello  was  mistaken  in  referring 
the  five  tribes  (settled  in  A'gades)  to  Aiijila  alone.* 

Though  nothing  is  related  about  the  manner  in 
which  Hdj  Mohammed  A'skid  took  possession  of  the 
'townf,   except  that   it  is  stated   distinctly  that  he 

*  Bello,  in  Appendix  to  Denham  and  Clapperton's  Travels, 
vol.  ii.  p.  160.  Indeed  in  this  passage  he  does  not  mention  dis- 
tinctly A'gades,  but  speaks  in  general  of  the  province  of  Ahir 
(A'ir) ;  it  is  clear,  however,  that  the  Ave  tribes  mentioned  here 
as  having  wrested  the  whole  country  from  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
berdwa  are  identical  with  those  settled  in  A'gades.  Bello,  in  this 
case,  was  evidently  ill-informed,  for  Amdkitan  seems  not  to  be  the 
name  of  a  tribe,  but  of  a  man ;  Ajdaranin  is  the  name  of  a  section  of 
the  K^l-ger^s ;  the  Agdalar  seem  to  be  identical  with  the  I'ghdal6n. 
Certainly  the  Aujila  were  a  most  celebrated  tribe  ;  and  it  appears 
from  Edrisi's  report  (Jaubert,  vol.  i.  p.  238.),  that  even  at  so  early 
an  age  as  the  middle  of  the  12th  century  of  our  era  they  carried 
on  intercourse  with  Kawar  and  G6go  by  way  of  Ghaddmes. 

I  A'hmed  Bdbd,  in  relating  this  most  interesting  expedition  of 
the  greatest  hero  of  his  historical  work,  is  most  provokingly  brief ; 
but  the  reason  is,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  only  with  the 
countries  near  Timbuktu. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


462  TRAVELS  IN   AFRICA.  Chap.  XVIH. 

drove  out  the  five  tribes,  it  seems,  firom  the  traditions 
current  in  A'gades,  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
Berbers,  with  five  hundred  "jdkhfa"  (cages  mounted 
on  camels,  such  as  only  wealthy  people  can  afford  to 
keep  for  carrying  their  wives),  left  the  town,  but 
were  all  massacred.  But  no  one  who  regards  with 
the  least  attention  the  character  of  the  present  popu- 
lation of  the  town,  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that 
a  considerable  number  of  the  Berber  population 
remained  behind,  and  in  course  of  time  mixed  with 
the  S6nghay  colonists ;  for,  even  if  we  set  aside  the 
consideration  of  the  language  (which  is  greatly  inter- 
mixed with  Berber  words),  there  is  evidently  much 
Berber  blood  in  the  population  even  at  the  present 
day, — a  fact  which  is  more  evident  in  the  females 
than  in  the  males. 

It  is  a  pity  that  Leo  says  nothing  about  the 
language  spoken  in  A'gades*;  for  he  lived  just 
at  the  very  period  during  which  the  town,  from  a 
Berber  settlement,  became  a  Negro  town.  His  ex- 
pression f  certainly  implies  that  he  regarded  it  as  a 
Negro  town.  But,  while  well-informed  in  general 
respecting  the  great  conquests  of  Mohammed  A'skid 

*  In  the  Report  which  I  sent  to  Government  from  my  journey, 
and  which  has  been  printed  in  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Greo- 
graphical  Society,  I  stated,  that  according  to  Leo's  account  the 
Hdusa  language  was  spoken  at  that  time  in  A  gades ;  but  it  was 
a  mere  lapse  of  memory.  From  no  passage  of  his  can  any  conclu- 
sion be  drawn  with  regard  to  this  subject. 

f  "  £  questa  cittk  h  quasi  vicina  alia  citta  del  Bianchi  piu  che 
alcun'  altra  de*  NegriJ* 
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(or,  as  he  calls  him,  Ischia,  whom  he  erroneously 
styles  king  of  Tirabiiktu),  he  does  not  once  mention 
his  expedition  against  A'gades,  of  which  he  might 
have  heard  as  easily  as  of  those  against  Kdtsena  and 
Kan6,  which  preceded  the  former  only  by  two  years. 
From  his  account  it  would  seem  that  the  town  was 
then  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  full  of  foreign  mer- 
chants and  slaves,  and  that  the  king,  though  he  paid 
a  tribute  of  150,000  ducats  to  the  king  of  Timbiiktu 
(G^gho),  enjoyed  a  great  degree  of  independence,  at 
least  from  that  quarter,  and  had  even  a  military  force 
of  his  own.  Besides,  it  is  stated  expressly  that  he  be- 
longed to  the  Berber  race.*  But  it  would  almost  seem 
as  if  Leo  in  this  passage  represented  the  state  of  things 
as  it  was  when  he  visited  the  town,  before  A'skid's  time, 
and  not  at  the  date  when  he  wrote,  though  the  circum- 
stance of  the  tribute  payable  to  that  king  may  have  been 
learnt  from  later  information.  In  general,  the  great 
defect  in  Leo's  description  is,  that  the  reader  has  no 
exact  dates  to  which  to  refer  the  several  statements, 
and  that  he  cannot  be  sure  how  far  the  author  speaks 
as  an  eye-witness,  and  how  far  from  information. f 

*  Leo,  1.  vii.  c.  9.,  et  1.  i.  c.  10.  near  the  end. 

I  What  Leo  says,  1.  vii.  c.  L,  of  Abobakr  Ischia  (that  is  to 
say,  Mohammed  ben  Ab6  Bakr  el  Hdj  A'skia) —  "  Acquistando  in 
anni  quindici  appresso  molti  regni,  e  poich^  ebbe  reso  paeifico  e 
quieto  il  suo,  gli  venne  disio  di  andar  come  pellegrino  a  Mecca " — 
is  very  confused ;  for  Mohammed  A'skid,  having  ascended  the 
throne  on  the  14th  of  Jumdd  IL  898,  began  the  pilgrimage  in 
Safer,  902,  consequently  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign ;  yet  Leo 
received  information  of  his  expedition  against  Katsena  and  the 
adjoining  provinces,  which  was  made  in  919. 
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Of  course  it  is  possible  that  the  Berbers  found 
a  S6nghay  population,  if  not  in  the  place  itself,  which 
most  probably  did  not  exist  before  the  time  of  their 
arrival,  yet  in  the  district  around  it ;  and  it  would  seem 
that  there  existed  in  ancient  times,  in  the  celebrated 
valley  of  Fr-n-allem,  a  small  town,  of  which*  some 
vestiges  are  said  to  remain  at  the  present  day,  as 
well  as  two  or  three  date-trees — the  solitary  remains 
of  a  large  plantation.  From  this  town,  tradition 
says,  the  present  inhabitants  of  A'gades  were  trans- 
planted.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that 
the  same  dialect  of  the  S6nghay  language  which  is 
spoken  in  A'gades,  is  also  still  spoken  in  a  few  places 
in  the  neighbourhood,  by  the  tribe  of  the  I'ghdal^n,  or 
Igheddlen,  whose  whole  appearance,  especially  their 
long  hair,  shows  them  to  be  a  mixed  race  of  S<5nghay 
and  Berbers ;  and  there  is  some  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  belonged  originally  to  the  Zendga  or  Senhdja* 
These  people  live  in  and  around  I'ngal,  a  small  town 
four  days'  journey  from  A'gades,  on  the  road  to  SiSkoto  f , 
and  in  and  around  Tegidda,  a  place  three  days'  journey 
from  Tngal,  and  about  five  from  A'gades  W.S.W. 
This  latter  place  is  of  considerable  interest,  being 
evidently  identical  with  the  town  of  the  same  name 
mentioned  by  E'bn  Khalddn  J  and  by  E'bn  Batiita§  as 

*  See  itinerary  in  the  Appendix.  f  See  Appendix. 

X  E'bn  Khaldiin,  ed.  Slane,  Alger.  1847,  torn.  i.  p.  267.  E'bn 
Khaldun  evidently  says  that  the  chief  of  Tegidda  had  friendly  in- 
tercourse withWdrgela  and  Mzdb,  although  Mr.  Cooley(Negroland, 
p.  65.)  has  referred  these  expressions  to  Mtisa,  the  king  of 
S<5nghay. 

§  E'bn  Batuta  in  the  passage  referred  to  above.    It  is  curious 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Chap.  XVm.  TEGI'DDA.  465 

a  wealthy  place,  lying  eastward  from  G6go,  on  the 
road  to  Egypt,  and  in  intimate  connection  and  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  MzAb  and  Wdrgela.  It  was  go- 
verned by  a  Berber  chief,  with  the  title  of  sultan. 
This  place,  too,  was  for  some  time  subject  to  G6go,  or 
rather  to  the  empire  of  M^lle  or  Mdli,  which  then  com- 
prised S6nghay,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  14th  century ; 
and  the  circumstance  that  here  too  the  S6nghay 
language  is  still  spoken  may  be  best  explained  by 
referring  it  to  colonization,  since  it  is  evident  that 
A'skid,  when  he  took  possession  of  A'gades,  must 
have  occupied  Tegfdda  also,  which  lay  on  the  road 
from  G6go  to  that  place.  However,  I  will  not  in- 
dulge in  conjectures,  and  will  merely  enter  into  his- 
torical questions  so  far  as  they  contribute  to  furnish 
a  vivid  and  coherent  picture  of  the  tribes  and  coun- 
tries with  which  my  journey  brought  me  into  contact. 
I  will  therefore  only  add,  that  this  place,  Tegidda  or 
Tekddda,  was  famous,  in  the  time  of  Ebn  Batiita,  for 
its  copper-mines,  the  ores  of  which  were  exported  as 
far  as  B6mu  and  G6ber,  while  at  present  nothing  is 
known  of  the  existence  of  copper  hereabouts ;  but  a 
very  good  species  of  salt  of  red  colour  (jd-n-gisheri), 
which  is  far  superior  to  that  of  Bilma,  is  obtained 
here,  as  well  as  in  Tngal.  But  I  recommend  this 
point  to  the  inquiry  of  future   travellers,     I  have 


that  both  these  writers  give  the  exact  distance  of  Tegidda  from 
Buda,  in  Taw&t,  and  from  W&rgela,  both  distances  as  of  seventy 
marches,  while  they  omit  to  mention  its  distance  from  66go. 
yOJj.   I.  H  H 
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mentioned  above  the  presence  of  loadstone   on  the 
border  of  A'ir. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  elucidate  and  illustrate 
the  remarkable  fact,  that  the  language  of  A'gades  is 
derived  from  and  akin  to  the  S6nghay, — a  fact  which 
of  course  appeared  to  me  more  surprising  before  I 
discovered,  in  the  course  of  1863,  that  this  language 
extends  eastward  far  beyond  the  so-called  Niger, — I 
return  once  more  to  the  settlement  of  the  Berbers  in 
A'gades.  It  is  evident  that  this  settlement,  if  it  was 
of  the  nature  described  above,  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  serving  as  a  great  commercial  entrep6t 
for  the  commerce  with  another  country ;  and  if  we 
duly  consider  the  statements  made  by  El  Bekri  *, 
Ebn  Batiitaf,  Leo  J,  Ca  da  Mosto§,  and  by  the 
author  of  the  "  History  of  S6nghay,"  with  regard  to 
the  importance  of  the  market  of  G6go,  and  if  we 
pay  due  attention  to  that  circuitous  route  which  led 
from  G6go  by  way  of  Tegfdda  not  only  to  Egypt,  but 
even  to  Tawdt  ||,  there  cannot  be  the  least  doubt  that 

♦  El  Bekri,  "  Notices  et  Extraits,"  torn.  xii.  p.  649. 

f  Ebn  Batuta  repeatedly  calls  it  the  largest,  handsomest,  and 
strongest  of  all  the  cities  in  Negroland. 

J  Leo,  1.  vii.  c.  7. 

§  Nayigazioni  di  Aloise  Ca  da  Mosto,  c.  1 3. :  '^  La  prima  parte 
di  loro  va  con  la  carovana  che  tiene  il  cammino  di  Melli  ad  un 
luogo  che  si  chiama  Cochia.'' 

II  We  shall  see,  in  the  further  course  of  our  proceedings,  that 
there  is  another  direct  road  from  G6go  to  Taw4t ;  but  this,  in 
ancient  times,  seems  not  to  have  been  frequented,  on  account 
either  of  the  difficulties  of  the  road  itself,  or  the  dangerous  character 
of  the  tribes  in  its  vicinity. 
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A'gades  was  founded  by  those  Berber  tribes,  with 
the  distinct  purpose  that  it  might  serve  them  as  a 
secure  abode  and  fortified  magazine  in  their  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  that  splendid  capital  of  the 
S6nghay  empire,  the  principal  article  of  which  was 
gold,  which  formed  also  the  chief  article  in  the 
former  commerce  of  A'gades.  For  A'gades  had  its 
own  standard  weight  of  this  precious  metal, — the 
mithkdl,  which  even  at  the  present  day  regulates  the 
circulating  medium.  And  this  mithkdl  of  A'gades  is 
totally  different  from  the  standard  of  the  same  name 
which  is  in  use  in  Timbuktu,  the  latter  being,  in  regard 
to  the  value  of  the  Spanish  dollar,  as  1^  to  1,  and  the 
former  only  as  |^  to  1.  But  for  wholesale  business 
a  greater  weight  was  in  use,  called  "k&rruwe,"  the 
smaller  kdrruwe  containing  thirty-three  mithakel  or 
mithkals  and  a  third,  equal  to  two  rottls  and  a  sixth, 
while  the  larger  kdrruwe  contained  a  hundred  mith- 
kals, and  was  equal  to  six  rottls  and  a  half. 

The  importance  of  the  trade  of  A'gades,  and  the 
wealth  of  the  place  in  general,  appear  very  clearly 
from  the  large  tribute,  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
ducats,  which  the  king  of  A'gades  was  able  to  pay  to 
that  of  S6nghay,  especially  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  Leo, 
in  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  great  expense  which  this 
same  king  of  S6nghay  had  incurred  on  his  prilgrimage 
to  Mekka,  states  in  another  passage*  that  having  spent 
all  he  took  with  him,  he  contracted  a  debt  amounting 

*  Leo,  1.  vii.  c  1.:  ^'E  rimase  debitore  di  centocinquanta  mila 
ducati." 

H  K  2 
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to  that  very  sum.  As  for  the  king  of  A'gades,  bis 
situation  was  at  that  time  just  what  it  is  now ;  and 
we  cannot  better  describe  his  precarious  position,  en- 
tirely dependent  on  the  caprice  and  intrigues  of  the 
influential  chiefs  of  the  Tawdrek,  than  by  using  the 
very  words  of  Leo,  "  Alle  volte  scacciano  il  re  e  pon- 
gono  qualche  suo  parente  in  luogo  di  lui,  nh  usano 
ammazzar  alcuno;  e  quel  che  piii  contenta  gli  abi- 
tatori  del  diserto  6  fatto  re  in  Agadez." 

Unfortunately,  we  are  not  able  to  fix  a  date  for 
that  very  peculiar  covenant  between  the  difl^erent 
tribes  with  regard  to  the  installation  of  the  sultan  of 
A'gades,  and  the  establishing  of  the  principle  that  he 
must  belong  to  a  certain  family,  which  is  regarded  as  of 
sherff  nobility  *,  and  lives  not  in  A'gades,  nor  even  in 
the  country  of  A'ir,  but  in  a  town  of  G6ber.  I  was  once 
inclined  to  think  that  this  was  an  arrangement  made  in 
consequence  of  the  power  and  influence  which  the  Emir 
of  S6koto  had  arrogated  to  himself;  but  I  have  now 
reason  to  doubt  this,  for  even  the  grandfather  of 
*Abd  el  KAder  was  sultan.  Certainly  even  now,  when 
the  power  of  the  Fulfiilde  or  F^Uani  empire  is  fast 
crumbling  to  pieces,  the  Emir  of  S6koto  has  a  certain 
influence  upon  the  choice  of  the  sultan  of  A'gades. 
Of  this  fact  I  myself  became  witness  during  my 
stay  in  S6koto  in  April  1853,  when  Hdmed  e'  Rufay 
was  once  more  sent  out  to  succeed  *Abd  el  Kdder. 

*  Whether  the  storj  which  circulates  among  the  people,  that 
this  familj  originally  came  from  Stamhul  or  Constantinople  has 
any  reasonable  foundation,  I  am  unable  to  decide. 
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Indeed  Ittegdma,  * Abd  el  Kader's  brother,  who  thought 
that  I  enjoyed  the  favour  and  confidence  of  the  Emir, 
called  upon  me  (as  I  shall  relate  in  due  time)  expressly 
in  order  to  entreat  me  most  urgently  to  exert  my  in- 
fluence in  order  to  restore  my  former  host  to  his 
authority. 

I  have  described  already  in  what  way  the  union 
of  the  tribes  of  the  Itisan,  the  K61-ger^s,  and  the 
K^l-owi  is  expressed  in  installing  the  sultan  ;  but 
though  without  the  presence  and  assent  of  the  former 
the  new  prince  could  never  arrive  at  his  place  of 
residence,  the  final  decision  seems  to  rest  with  the 
chief  A'nnur,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  having  no 
voice  in  the  matter.  The  sultan  is  rather  a  chief  of 
the  Tawdrek  tribes  residing  in  A'gades  than  the  ruler 
of  A'gades.  How  difficult  and  precarious  his  position 
must  be,  may  be  easily  conceived  if  it  be  considered 
that  these  tribes  are  generally  at  war  with  one  another ; 
the  father  of  Hamed  e'  Rufay  was  even  killed  by  the 
K61-ger6s.  Nevertheless,  if  he  be  an  intelligent  and 
energetic  man,  his  influence  in  the  midst  of  this  wild 
conflict  and  struggle  of  clashing  interests  and  in- 
clinations must  be  very  beneficial. 

What  the  revenue  of  the  sultan  may  at  present 
amount  to,  it  is  difficult  to  say.  His  means  and  income 
consist  chiefly  in  the  presents  which  he  receives  on 
his  accession  to  authority,  in  a  contribution  of  one 
bullock's  hide  or  kuldbu  (being  about  the  value  of  half 
a  Spanish  dollar)  from  each  famUy,  in  a  more  con- 
siderable but  rather  uncertain  tribute  levied  upon 
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Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


470  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA.  Chap.  XVIH. 

the  Imghdd,  in  the  tax  of  ten  mithkdls  or  four 
Spanish  dollars  which  he  levies  on  each  camel-load  of 
foreign  merchandise  which  enters  the  town  of  A'gades* 
(articles  of  food  being  exempt  from  charge),  in  a 
small  tribute  derived  from  the  salt  brought  from 
Bilma,  and  in  the  fines  levied  on  lawless  people  and 
marauders,  and  often  on  whole  tribes.  Thus  it  is  very 
probable  that  the  expedition  which  *Abd  el  Kdder  un- 
dertook immediately  after  his  accession,  against  the 
tribes  who  had  plundered  us,  enriched  him  consider- 
ably. As  for  the  inhabitants  of  A'gades  themselves,  I 
was  assured  that  they  do  not  pay  him  any  tribute  at  all, 
but  are  obliged  only  to  accompany  him  on  his  expedi- 
tions. Of  course  in  earlier  times,  when  the  commerce 
of  the  town  was  infinitely  greater  than  at  present,  and 
when  the  Imghdd  (who  had  to  provide  him  with  cattle, 
corn,  fruit,  and  vegetables)  were  strictly  obedient,  his 
income  far  exceeded  that  of  the  present  day.  When 
taken  altogether  it  is  certainly  considerably  under 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  His  title  is  Aman6kal,  or 
Aman6kal  Imak6ren,  in  Temdshight,  K6koyf  b^re  in 

•  This  seems  also  to  have  been  the  most  important  income  in 
the  time  of  Leo:  "Riceve  il  re  gran  rendita  delle  gabelle  che 
pagano  le  robe  de'  forestieri." 

f  In  the  SiSnghaj  language  "  koy "  means  master,  and  is  not 
only  employed  in  other  compositions,  such  as  ktit-koy  (the  shep- 
herd), bir-koy  (the  marksman),  but  even  as  title  for  a  governor, 
such  as  Tumbutu-koy  (the  governor  of  Timbuktu),  Jlnni-koj 
(tlie  governor  of  Jinni).  I  therefore  conclude  that  k6-koy  means 
the  master  of  the  masters,  or  greatest  master — the  king  of  kings, 
like  the  Hausa  "  serki  sdrakay." 
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the  EmgMesi,  and  BaM-n-Serkl,  in  the  Hdusa  lan- 
guage. 

The  person  second  in  authority  in  the  town,  and  in 
certain  respects  the  vizier,  is  now,  and  apparently 
was  also  in  ancient  times,  the  "  k6koy  ger^ger^"  *  (t.  e. 
master  of  the  courtyard  or  the  interior  of  the  palace). 
This  is  his  real  indigenous  character,  while  the 
foreigners,  who  regarded  him  only  in  his  relation  to 
themselves,  called  him  sheikh  el  *Arab,  or,  in  the 
Hdusa  language,  serki-n-turdwaf  (the  chief  of  the 
Whites) ;  and  this  is  the  title  by  which  he  is  generally 
known.  For  it  was  he  who  had  to  levy  the  tax  on 
the  merchandise  imported  into  the  town, — an  office 
which'^in  former  times,  when  a  considerable  trade 
was  carried  on,  was  of  great  importance.  But  the 
chief  duty  of  the  "  serki-n-turdwa,"  at  the  present 
time,  is  to  accompany  annually  the  salt-caravan  of  the 
K^l-ger^s,  which  supplies  the  western  part  of  Middle 
SudAn  with  the  salt  of  Bilma,  from  A'gades  to  S6koto, 

•  Perhaps  some  might  conjecture  that  this  word  ger6-ger6  has 
some  connection  with  the  G6r-geri  of  Ebn  Battita  (see  above) ; 
but  I  think  there  is  none. 

t  «  Tur4wa"  is  the  plural  of  "  ba-ttire.''  "  T6re,"  or  "  tfiri,*'  is 
an  old  word,  already  mentioned  bj  Ebn  Battita  (Journal  Asiatique, 
1843,  torn.  i.  p.  201.);  "Les  hommes  blancs,  qui  professent  les 
doctrines  sonnites  et  suivent  le  rite  de  Malik,  sent  design^s  ici 
(dans  le  royaume  de  Melle)  par  le  nom  de      *  -"    The  word, 

therefore,  seems  to  have  been  introduced  into  the  Hdusa  language 
at  a  later  period  as  designating  the  white  people,  and  I  think  has 
connection  with  the  word  "  ttira "  (to  pray)  in  Fulfulde,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Fulbe.  I  have  only  to  mention  that  it  never  refers 
to  any  but  Arabs  or  Europeans. 
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and  to  protect  it  on  the  road  as  well  as  to  secure  it 
against  exorbitant  exactions  on  the  part  of  the  Fiilbe  of 
S6koto.     For  this  trouble  he  receives  one  "  k^ntu," 
that  is  to  say  the  eighth  part  (eight  kdntu  weighing 
three  Turkish  kantars  or  quintals)  of  a  middle-sized 
camel-load,  a  contribution  which  forms  a  considerable 
income  in  this  country,  probably  of  from  eight  to 
ten  thousand  Spanish  dollars,  the  caravan  consist- 
ing generally   of  some    thousand    camels,    not    all 
equally  laden,  and  the  kdntu  of  salt  fetching  in  Suddn 
from  five  thousand  to  seven  and  eight  thousand  kurdi 
or  shells,  which  are  worth  from  two  to  three  dollars. 
Under  such  circumstances  those  officers,  who  at  the 
same  time  trade  on  their  own  account,  cannot  but 
amass  considerable  wealth.     Mohammed  B6ro  as  well 
as  A'shu  are   very  rich,    considering   the    circum- 
stances of  the  country. 

After  having  escorted  the  salt-caravan  to  S6koto, 
and  settled  the  business  with  the  Emir  of  this  place, 
the  serk(-n-turdwa  in  former  times  had  to  go  to  Eand, 
where  he  received  a  small  portion  of  the  six  hundred 
kurdi,  the  duty  levied  on  each  slave  brought  to  the 
slave-market,  after  which  he  returned  to  A'gades  with 
the  K^l-ger^s  that  had  frequented  the  market  of  Kan6. 
I  had  full  opportunity,  in  the  further  course  of  my 
journey,  to  convince  myself  that  such  is  not  now 
the  case ;  but  I  cannot  say  what  is  the  reason  of  this 
custom  having  been  discontinued,  though  it  may  be 
the  dangerous  state  of  the  road  between  S6koto  and 
Kan6.     Mohammed  B6ro,  the  former  serki-n-turdwa, 
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has  still  residences  as  well  in  Ean6  and  Zinder  as  in 
S6koto  and  A'gades. 

From  what  I  have  said  it  is  clear  that  at  present 
the  serki-n-turdwa  has  much  more  to  do  with  the 
Tawdrek  and  Fulbe  than  with  the  Arabs,  and  at  the 
same  time  is  a  sort  of  mediator  between  A'gades  and 
S6koto, 

Of  the  other  persons  in  connection  with  the  sultan, 
the  "k6koy  kaina"  or  "  bdba-n-serki "  ♦  (the  chief 
eunuch),  at  present  A'magay,  the  fadawa-n-serki  (the 
aides-de-camp  of  the  sultan),  as  well  as  the  kddhi  or 
alkdli,  and  the  war-chief  Sidi  Ghalli,  I  have  spoken 
in  the  diary  of  my  residence  in  the  place. 

I  have  already  stated  above,  that  the  southern  part 
of  the  town,  which  at  present  is  almost  entirely  de- 
serted, formed  the  oldest  quarter,  while  Katdnga,  or 
"  bdki-n-birni,"  seems  to  have  been  its  northern  limit. 
Within  these  limits  the  town  was  about  two  miles 
in  circuit,  and  when  thickly  peopled,  may  have  con- 
tained about  thirty  thousand  inhabitants;  but  after 
the  northern  quarter  was  added,  the  whole  town  had  a 
circuit  of  about  three  miles  and  a  half,  and  may  easily 
have  mustered  as  many  as  fifty  thousand  inhabitants^ 
or  even  more.  The  highest  degree  of  power  seems  to 
have  been  attained  before  the  conquest  of  the  town 
by  Mohammed  A'skid  in  the  year  1515,  though  it  is 

♦  '^K^koykoina''  properly  means  the  little  master^  a  very  ap- 
propriate term  for  a  eunuch  in  an  Oriental  court.  The  homonymy 
of  bdba-n-serkl,  the  chief  eunuch,  and  babd-n-serkf,  the  great  lord 
or  king,  in  the  H&usa  language,  is  really  provoking. 
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said  to  have  been  a  considerable  and  wealthy  place 
till  about  sixty  years  ago  (reckoned  from  1850),  when 
the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  emigrated  to 
the  neighbouring  towns  of  Hdusa,  chiefly  Edtsena^ 
Tasdwa,  MarAdi,  and  Kan6.  The  exact  circumstances 
which  brought  about  this  deplorable  desertion  and  de- 
solation of  the  place  I  was  not  able  to  learn ;  and  the  date 
of  the  event  cannot  be  made  to  coincide  with  the  period 
of  the  great  revolution  effected  in  Middle  Suddn  by 
the  rising  of  the  Jihddi,  "the  reformer,"  'Othmdn 
da-n-F6diye,  which  it  preceded  by  more  than  fifteen 
years;  but  it  coincides  with  or  closely  follows  upon  an 
event  which  I  shall  have  to  dwell  upon  in  the  further 
course  of  my  proceedings.  This  is  the  conquest  of 
Gao  or  G6go  (the  former  capital  of  the  S6nghay 
empire,  and  which  since  1591  had  become  a  province 
of  the  empire  of  Morocco)  by  the  Tawdrek,  As  we 
have  seen  above  that  A'gades  had  evidently  been 
founded  as  an  entrep6t  for  the  great  trade  with  this 
most  flourishing  commercial  place  on  the  Tsa  or  Niger, 
at  that  time  the  centre  of  the  gold-trade,  of  course 
the  ransacking  and  wholesale  destruction  of  this  town 
could  not  but  affect  in  the  most  serious  manner  the 
well-being  of  A'gades,  cutting  away  the  very  roots 
through  which  it  received  life. 

At  present  I  still  think  that  I  was  not  far  wrong 
in  estimating  the  number  of  the  inhabited  houses  at 
from  six  hundred  to  seven  hundred,  and  the  popula- 
tion at  about  seven  thousand,  though  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that,  as  the  inhabitants  have  still  preserved 
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their  trading  character,  a  great  many  of  the  male 
inhabitants  are  always  absent  from  home,  a  circum- 
stance which  reduces  the  armed  force  of  the  place  to 
about  six  hundred.  A  numerical  element  capable  of 
controlling  the  estimated  amount  of  the  popula- 
tion, is  offered  by  the  number  of  from  two  hundred 
and  fifty  to  three  hundred  well-bred  boys,  who  at  the 
time  of  my  visit  were  learning  a  little  reading  and 
writing,  in  five  or  six  schools  scattered  over  the 
town ;  for  it  is  not  every  boy  who  is  sent  to  school, 
but  only  those  belonging  to  families  in  easy  circum- 
stances, and  they  are  all  about  the  same  age,  from 
eight  to  ten  years  old. 


•/,";M?irJ    r 


1.  Hoiue  where  I  lodged; 

2.  Great  mosqoe  or  Mes^Uaje. 
8.  Palace  or  ^IuUl 

4.  Kibwa-n-del^lti  or  T^una-n-l<$ko7. 

5.  Kibwa-n-r^ikoma. 

6.  Kat^ga. 

7.  £rirar>ii*cikaii. 


8.  Mohammed  Bord's  house. 

9.  House  of  the  Kidhi. 

10.  WeU  Shedw^Uika. 

11.  Pools  of  stagnant  water. 

12.  Kdfii-n-Alluai. 
Id.  Masrita  hogdme. 

14.  Saburb  of  Ben  QotU^ 
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With  regard  to  the  names  of  the  quarters  of  the 
town,  which   are   interesting  in  an  historical  point 
of  view,  I  was  not  able  to  learn  exactly  the  application 
of  each  of  the  names  ;  and  I  am  sure  very  few  even 
of  the  inhabitants  themselves  can  now  tell  the  limits 
of  the  quarters,  on  account  of  the  desolate  state  of 
many  of  them.     The  principal  names  which  can  be 
laid  down  with  certainty  in  the  plan,  are  Masrdta, 
Gobetdren,   Gawa-Ngirsu,   Digi    or   D^i,  Katdngs, 
Terjemdn,  and  Arrafia,  which  comprise  the  south- 
western  quarter  of  the   town.     The  names  of  the 
other  quarters,  which  I  attempted  to  lay  down  on 
the  plan  sent  to  Government  together  with  my  report, 
I  now  deem  it  prudent  to  withdraw,  as  I  afterwards 
found  that  there  was  some  uncertainty  about  them. 
I  therefore  collect  here,  for  the  information  of  future 
travellers,  the  names  of  the  other  quarters  of  the  place 
besides  those  mentioned  above  and  marked  in  the  plan 
—  Ldrel6g,  Churiid,    Hdsena,   Amar^wuel,  Imurddn 
(which  name,  I  was  assured  afterwards,  has  nothing 
in  common  with  the  name  of  the  tribe  of  the  Imghdd), 
Tafimdta(the  quarter  where  the  tribe  of  the  same  name 
lived),  Yoblmme  ("yobu-me"  meaning  the  mouth 
of  the  market),  D6gi-n-b^ne,  or  the  Upper  D^gi,  and 
Bosenrdra.      Kachiyw  (not  Kachin)   seems  to  have 
been  originally  the  name  of  a  pool ;  as  I  was  assured 
that,  besides  the  three  ponds  still  visible,  there  were 
formerly   seven   others,   namely  Kudiiru,   Kachiyu, 
Chikin^wan,  Ldngusii-gdzard,  Kurungiisu,  and  Raba- 
fdda, — this  latter  in  the  square  of  the  palace. 
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The  whole  ground  upon  which  the  town  is  built 
(being  the  edge  of  a  table-land,  which  coincides  with 
the  transition  from  granite  to  sandstone*),  seems  to  be 
greatly  impregnated  with  salt  at  a  certain  depth,  of 
which  not  only  the  ponds,  but  even  the  wells  bear 
evidence, — two  of  the  three  wells  still  in  use  having 
saltish  water,  and  only  that  of  Shedwdnka  being,  as 
to  taste,  free  from  salt,  though  it  is  still  regarded  as 
unwholesome,  and  all  the  water  used  for  drinking  is 
brought  from  the  wells  outside  the  walls.  Formerly, 
it  is  said,  there  were  nine  wells  inside  the  town. 

From  what  I  have  said  above,  it  may  be  concluded 
that  the  commerce  of  A'gades  is  now  inconsiderable. 
Its  characteristic  feature  is,  that  no  kind  of  money 
whatever  is  current  in  the  market,  neither  gold,  nor 
silver,  nor  kurdi,  nor  shells ;  while  strips  of  cotton  or 
g&hsLg&  (the  Kaniiri,  and  not  the  Hdusa  term  being 
employed  in  this  case,  because  the  small  quantity  of 
this  stuff  which  is  current  is  imported  from  the  north- 
western province  of  B6mu)  are  very  rare,  and  indeed 
form  almost  as  merely  nominal  a  standard  as  the 
mithkdl.  Nevertheless  the  value  of  the  mithkal  is  di- 
vided into  ten  rijdls  or  ^qel,  which  measure  means 
eight  dra  or  cubits  of  gdbagd.  The  real  standard  of 
the  market,  I  must  repeat,  is  millet  or  dukhn  ("  gero" 

*  Unfortunately  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  elevation  of  the 
localitj  by  obserTation,  as  I  could  only  take  a  common  ther- 
mometer with  me  on  this  trip  ;  but,  considering  the  whole  ground 
along  the  road  from  Tint^Uust,  I  think  it  can  scarcely  be  less  than 
2500  feet 
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in  Hdusa,  "6neli"  in  Temdshight^  Pennisetum  ty- 
phoideum),  durra  or  Holcus  sorghuim  being  scarcely 
ever  brought  to  market.  And  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  with  this  article  a  man  may  buy  everything  at  a 
much  cheaper  rate  than  with  merchandise,  which  in 
general  fetches  a  low  price  in  the  place ;  at  least  it 
did  so  during  my  stay,  when  the  market  had  been 
well-stocked  with  everything  in  demand,  by  the  people 
who  had  come  along  with  us.  English  calico  of  very 
good  quality  was  sold  by  me  at  twenty  per  cent,  less 
than  it  had  been  bought  for  at  Mdrzuk.  Senna  in 
former  times  formed  an  article  of  export  of  some  im- 
portance ;  but  the  price  which  it  fetches  on  the  coast 
has  so  decreased  that  it  scarcely  pays  the  carriage, 
the  distance  from  the  coast  being  so  very  great ;  and 
it  scarcely  formed  at  all  an  article  in  request  here,  nor 
did  we  meet  on  our  whole  journey  a  single  camel 
laden  with  it,  though  it  grows  in  considerable  quan- 
tities in  the  valleys  hereabouts. 

A'gades  is  in  no  respect  a  place  of  resort  for 
wealthy  merchants,  not  even  Arabs,  while  with  regard 
to  Europe  its  importance  at  present  consists  in  its 
lying  on  the  most  direct  road  to  S6koto  and  that  part 
of  Sudan.  In  my  opinion  it  would  form  for  a  Euro- 
pean agent  a  very  good  and  comparatively  healthy 
place  from  which  to  open  relations  with  Central 
Africa.  The  native  merchants  seem  only  to  visit 
the  markets  of  Kdtsena,  Tasdwa,  Marddi,  Ean<}  and 
S6koto,  and,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn,  never  go  to 
the  northern  markets  of  Ghdt  or  Miirzuk,  unless  on 
a  journey  to   Mekka,  which  several  of  them  have 
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made.  Neither  does  there  seem  to  exist  any  inter- 
course at  present  with  Gdgho  or  G6go,  or  with  Tim- 
biiktu ;  but  the  Arabs  of  Azawdd  and  those  parts, 
when  undertaking  a  pilgrimage,  generally  go  by  way 
of  A'gades. 

I  here  add  the  prices  of  different  articles,  as  they 
were  sold  in  the  market  during  my  residence  in  the 
place :  — 

Mithk4l*  B^jeL 

Dukhn  ''g^ro"  {Pennuetum)^  or  durra  "ddwa" 

(sorghum\  twenty  zekka,  being  equal  to  forty 

of  the  measure  used  in  Tin-t^Uust    - 
Rice,  ten  zekka  .... 

Camel,  a  young  one,  two  years  old^  not  yet  fit 

for  carrying  loads    -  .  .  - 

Ditto,  full  grown  -  -  -  - 

Horse,  a  good  strong  one         ... 
Ditto,  a  fine  one,  of  Tawdt  breed 
Ass     ------ 

Ox 

Calf 

Ram  ------ 

Sandals,  a  pair  of  common  ones 

Ditto,  a  pair  of  fine  ones  ... 

Camel-saddle  (or  •*  rdkhla''  in  Arabic,  "  kigi  **  in 

Tem&sbight)  .... 

Ditto,  a  common  one  ... 

Leather  bag,  of  common  leather,  for  containing 

clothes         .  -  -  .  - 

Mat,  a  fine  coloured  one  -  .  - 

English  calico,  ten  dra  or  cubits 
Sub^ta,  or  white    Egyptian   shawl   with   red 

border         .....  l  o 

K6rnu,  or  the  fine  Egyptian  coloured  sheep- 
leather,  a  piece        ----10 

•  The  mithkdl  of  A'gades  is  equal  to  1000  kurdf,  2500  of  which  \^ 

make  a  Spanish  or  Austrian  dollar.  %,-' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1 

0 

1 

0 

18 

0 

25 

0 

100 

0 

1000 

0 

6  to  8 

0 

8 

0 

4 

0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

0 

5 

10 

0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

480  TRAVELS  m  AFRICA,  Chap.  XVIH- 

Hithka  R^jeL 
Turkedi,  or  the  dark-coloored  cotton  cloth  for 

female  dress  of  Kan6  manufacture,  common  -        2  O 

Ditto,  of  finer  texture  -  -  -  -3to5  3 

I  must  here  add,  that  I  did  not  observe  that  the 
people  of  A'gades  use  manna  in  their  food,  nor  that  it 
is  collected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town ;  but  I 
did  not  inquire  about  it  on  the  spot,  not  having  taken 
notice  of  the  passage  of  Leo  relating  to  it. 

My  stay  in  A'gades  was  too  short  to  justify  my 
entering  into  detail  about  the  private  life  of  the 
people,  but  all  that  I  saw  convinced  me  that,  al- 
though open  to  most  serious  censure  on  the  part  of 
the  moralist,  it  presented  many  striking  features  of 
cheerfulness  and  happiness,  and  nothing  like  the 
misery  which  is  often  met  with  in  towns  which  have 
declined  from  their  former  glory.  It  still  contains 
many  active  germs  of  national  life,  which  are  most 
gratifying  to  the  philosophic  traveller.  The  situ- 
ation, on  an  elevated  plateau,  cannot  but  be  healthy, 
as  the  few  waterpools,  of  small  dimensions,  are  in- 
capable of  infecting  the  air.  The  disease  which  I 
have  mentioned  in  my  diary  as  prevalent  at  the  time 
of  my  sojourn  was  epidemic.  Besides,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  end  of  the  rainy  season  every- 
where in  the  tropical  regions  is  the  most  unhealthy 
period  of  the  year.* 

*  In  an  Appendix  will  be  given  some  routes  which  connect 
A'gades  with  other  places,  and,  radiating  from  it  in  various  direc- 
tions, serve  as  rays  of  light  to  discover  to  us  districts  not  yet 
visited  by  any  European. 
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CHAR  XIX. 

DEPARTURE   PROM  AgADES.  —  STAV   IN   TIN-T^GGANA. 

We  at  length  left  A'gades.  I  felt  as  if  I  Wednesday, 
had  enjoyed  a  glimpse  of  a  totally  diflFerent  OctohevBotL 
world,  a  new  region  of  life,  many  relatione  of  which 
were  as  yet  obscure  to  me.  Timbtiktu,  which  was 
in  the  background  of  this  novel  and  living  picture, 
seemed  an  almost  unattainable  object.  An  acquaint- 
ance with  it  would  not  fail  to  throw  light  upon  this 
advanced  post  of  S6nghay  nationality,  and  its  state 
of  civilization;  but  at  that  time  I  little  expected 
that  it  would  be  my  destiny  to  dwell  a  year  in  that 
mysterious  place,  and  I  had  even  reason  to  doubt  the 
possibility  of  reaching  it  from  this  quarter.  All  my 
thoughts  were  bent  on  the  south ;  and  although  at 
present  retracing  my  steps  towards  the  north,  yet,  as 
it  carried  me  back  to  our  head-quarters,  whence  I 
might  soon  expect  to  start  for  the  southern  regions,  I 
regarded  it  as  a  step  in  advance. 

But  the  commencement  of  the  journey  was  most 
abortive,  and  made  me  rather  regret  that  I  had  not 
spent  the  day  in  the  town.  Hdrama  was  unable  to 
find  some  of  the  asses  belonging  to  the  caravan,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  our  friend  Ziimmuzuk  had  sold 
them;  and  the  whole  day  was  lost,  so  that  we  en- 
camped after  a  march  of  scarcely  two  miles  and  a 
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half.  Here  we  were  joined  by  Ibrahim  and  by  a  very 
amiable,  intelligent  K^l-owi  of  the  name  of  Rdbbot, 
who  informed  me  that  to  the  east  of  the  valley  Te- 
•fdrrakad  there  were  several  other  valleys  not  at  all 
inferior  to  it  in  exuberance  and  variety  of  vegetation. 
As  the  most  important  among  them,  he  named  to 
me  A'mdegra,  E'dob,  T^wami,  Tindaw^n,  and  As4- 
gatay. 

When  at  length,  on  Thursday  morning,  we  fairly 
began  our  journey,  we  followed  entirely  our  old  road, 
H&mma  being  anxious  to  get  home ;  but  nevertheless, 
as  the  mountains  and  ridges  which  characterize  this  re- 
gion now  met  the  eyes  from  the  other  side,  the  scenery 
was  a  good  deal  varied,  and  I  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  completing  my  map  of  this  part  of  the 
country.  Besides,  we  chose  our  encampments  in  new 
localities;  and  many  little  incidents  varied  our  journey, 
the  most  interesting  of  which  was  the  approach  of  a 
party  of  five  lions  in  the  valley  Biidde,  when  Hdmma 
called  us  to  arms.  He,  Rdbbot,  Mohammed,  and  I 
advanced  to  meet  them,  but  they  soon  turned  their 
backs,  leaping  over  the  rocky  ground  towards  their 
mountain-retreat.  The  lion  of  Air  does  not  seem 
to  be  a  very  ferocious  animal,  and,  like  those  of  all 
this  border-region  of  the  desert,  has  no  mane  —  that 
is  to  say,  as  compared  with  other  lions.  The  mane- 
less  lion  of  Guzerat  is  well  known,  but  a  similar 
species  seems  also  to  occur  in  Sind  and  Persia,  The 
lion  of  Central  Africa,  at  least  of  B6rnu  and  Log6n, 
has  a  beautiful  mane ;  and  the  skin  of  a  lion  of  that 
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region,  which  I  took  with  me  on  my  journey  to 
western  Suddn,  excited  the  admiration  of  all  who 
saw  it. 

The  Galley  Tiggeda  had  now  a  very  different  aspect* 
from   that  which   it  wore  when  we  were  going  to 
A'gades;  for  while  at  that  time,  beautiful  as  it  was,  it 
was  not  enlivened  by  a  single  human  being,  now  at 
its  very  head  we  met  a  considerable  caravan  of  K^l- 
ovn  laden  with  salt,  and  accompanied  by  a  herd  of 
young  camels  to  be  bartered  in  the  market  of  A'gades 
for  com,  and  further  on  we  found  a  herd  of  from 
sixty  to  seventy  head  of  cattle,  and  numerous  flocks 
of  goats,  indulging  in  the  rich  herbage  which  had 
previously  excited  my  astonishment.    Our  minds  like- 
wise were  here  excited  by  the  important  news  that 
the  old  chief  of  Tint^Uust  had  started  for  Suddn,  not 
only  with  my  fellow-travellers,  but  with  the  whole 
caravan ;  but  while  my  fiery  and  frivolous  Mohammed 
heaped  conjecture  upon  conjecture,  meditating  how 
we  should  be  able  to  reach  them,  H&mma,  who  knew 
his  father-in-law  better,  and  who  was  conscious  of  his 
own  importance  and  dignity,  remained  incredulous. 
We  had  some  very  pretty  mountain-views  from  this 
side,  especially  when  we  approached  Mount  Eghellal, 
behind  which  the  Biinday  and  other  mountains  rose 
into  view. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  November,  which 
was  to  be  the  day  of  our  arrival  in  Tint^Uust,  it  was 
so  cold  that  we  started  rather  late,  Hdmma  simply 
declaring  that  the  cold  did  not*  allow  him  to  go  on  — 
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"  DAri  yahdnna  fatatichi.''  Having  started  at  length, 
we  made  a  long  day's  march ;  and  after  eleven  hours 
and  a  half  travelling  reached  the  well-known  sand- 
hill opposite  Tint^Uust,  where  our  encampment  had 
stayed  so  long,  not  by  the  great  road  along  the  valley, 
but  by  "  The  Thief's  Passage,''  in  order  to  observe 
before  we  were  observed. 

But  the  residence  of  the  great  chief  A'nnur  was 
buried  in  the  deepest  silence ;  the  courtiers,  the  black- 
smiths, all  the  great  men  and  ladies,  had  gone  away. 
Hdmma  went  to  see  if  anybody  remained  behind,  while 
we  cooked  our  rice,  and  prepared  to  make  ourselves 
comfortable  for  the  night.  That,  however,  was  out  of 
the  question,  for  when  he  returned,  he  ordered  us  to 
decamp  at  once ;  and  though  nothing  is  more  dreadful 
than  a  night's  march,  particularly  when  it  succeeds  to 
a  long  day's  journey,  yet  in  the  enthusiasm  awakened 
by  the  thought  of  going  southwards,  I  with  all  my 
heart  joined  in  the  exclamation  ^^  s^  fatatichi  s^  KauiS" 
("no  rest  before  Kan6"  —  properly,  "nothing  but 
travelling,  nothing  but  Kan6"  ) ! 

It  was  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  we  started 
again  along  the  broad  valley,  taking  leave  for  ever 
of  "  the  English  Hill;"  but  I  soon  began  to  suffer 
from  the  consequences  of  fatigue.  In  order  to 
avoid  falling  from  my  camel  in  my  drowsy  state, 
I  was  obliged  to  drag  myself  along,  great  part  of 
the  night,  on  foot,  which  was  not  at  all  agreeable,  as 
the  round  was  at  times  very  rugged,  and  covered 
with  long  grass.      Having  crossed  a  rocky  flat,  we 
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entered,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  wide 
plain  of  Tin-t^ggana,  stumbling  along  through  the 
thick  cover  of  bti-r^kkeba  and  other  sorts  of  herbage, 
till  dawn,  coming  on  with  rather  chilly  air,  revealed 
to  our  benumbed  senses  the  encampment  of  the 
caravan.  Having  therefore  made  repeated  halts,  to 
give  the  people  time  to  recognize  us,  in  order  not  to 
occasion  any  alarm,  as  our  leader  Hdmma  was  not  with 
us,  but  had  lain  down  at  the  roadside  to  get  a  few 
hours'  rest,  we  made  straight  for  the  two  European 
tents  which  showed  us  precisely  the  residence  of  my 
fellow-travellers.  The  old  chief  A'nnur  was  up,  and 
received  me  with  great  kindness — more  kindly,  I  must 
say,  than  my  colleagues,  who  apparently  felt  some 
jealousy  on  account  of  the  success  which  had  attended 
my  proceedings. 

Having  once  more  taken  possession  of  the  well- 
known  home  of  our  little  tent,  I  preferred  looking 
about  the  encampment  to  lying  down ;  for  sleeping 
after  sunrise  is  not  agreeable  to  me. 

The  valley  Tin-t^ggana,  wherein  A'nnur,  with  his 
people,  was  encamped,  is  in  this  place  about  three 
miles  broad,  being  bordered  towards  the  east  by  a  low 
range  of  hills  with  the  small  cone  of  A'dode  rising  to 
a  greater  elevation ;  towards  the  west  by  the  Biinday 
and  some  smaller  mountains;  towards  the  south,  where 
the  ground  rises,  it  is  lined  by  more  detached  peaks, 
while  on  the  north  side  an  open  view  extends  down 
the  valley  as  far  as  the  large  mountain-mass  which 
borders  the  valley  of  Tint^llust  on  the  north.     Al- 
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together  it  was  a  fine  open  landscape,  embracing  the 
country  which  forms  the  nucleus,  if  I  may  say  so, 
of  the  domain  of  the  old  chief,  whose  camels  pasture 
here  the  whole  year  round,  while  he  himself  usually 
takes  up  his  residence  in  this  place  about  this  season, 
when  nature  is  in  its  prime,  and  the  weather  becomes 
cool,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  country  air. 

We  ourselves  had  as  yet  no  idea  of  making  a 
long  stay  here,  but  indulged  in  the  hope  of  starting 
the  next  day,  when  all  of  a  sudden  about  noon  our 
old  friend  declared  solemnly  that  he  was  unable  to 
go  with  us  at  present,  that  he  himself  was  obliged 
to  wait  for  the  salt-caravan,  while  his  confidential  • 
slave  Zinghina  was  now  to  go  southwards.  He  said 
that,  if  we  chose,  we  might  go.  on  with  the  latter.  He 
supposed,  perhaps,  that  none  of  us  would  dare  to  do 
so;  but  when  I  insisted  upon  it  afterwards,  he  as 
well  as  Zinghina  declared  that  the  attempt  was  too 
dangerous ;  and  it  would  have  been  absurd  to  insist 
on  accompanying  the  slave.  For  the  moment  such 
a  disappointment  was  very  trying.  However,  I  after- 
wards perceived  that,  though  we  had  lost  more  than 
a  month  of  the  finest  season  for  travelling,  we  had 
thereby  acquired  all  possible  security  for  safely  at- 
taining the  object  of  our  journey ;  for  now  we  were 
obliged  to  send  ofi^  all  our  luggage  with  Zinghina  in 
advance,  and  might  fully  expect  to  travel  with  in- 
finitely more  ease  and  less  trouble,  when  no  longer 
encumbered  with  things  which,  though  of  little  value, 
nevertheless  attracted  the  cupidity  of  the  people.    At 
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the  time,  however,  even  this  was  not  at  all  agreeable, 
as  Overweg  and  I  had  to  part  with  almost  all  our 
things  and  to  send  them  on  to  Kan6,  to  the  care  of  a 
man  of  whose  character  we  knew  nothing. 

Nearly  all  the  Arabs  and  many  of  the       Friday, 
K^l-owi  started;  and  it  awakened  some   November' 8th. 
feelmg  of  regret  to  see  them  go  and  to  be  ourselves 
obliged  to  stay  behind.     Our  friend  Miisa,  who  had 
been  the  most  faithful  of  our  Tinylkum  camel-drivers, 
who  had  visited  us  almost  daily  in  our  tent,  and  from 
whom  we  had  obtained  so  much  valuable  information*, 
was  the  last  to  take  leave  of  us.     But  as  soon  as  the 
caravan  was  out  of  sight,  I  determined  to  make  the 
best  possible  use  of  this  involuntary  leisure,  by  sifting 
elaborately  the  varied  information  which  I  had  been 
able  to  collect  in  A'gades,  and  by  sending  a  full  report 
to  Europe,  in  order  to  engage  the  interest  of  the 
scientific  public  in  our  expedition,  and  to  justify  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  granting  us  new  supplies, 
without  which,  after  our'  heavy  losses,  we  should  be 
obliged  to  return  directly,  leaving  the  chief  objects  of 
the  expedition  unattained.     Owing  to  this  resolution, 
our  quiet  life  in  A'sben  was  not,  I  hope,  without  its 
fruits. 

Our  encampment,  too,  became  more  cheerful  and 

•  I  am  sorry  that  a  long  letter  on  the  topography  of  the  country 
(written  chiefly  from  Musa's  information),  which  I  sent  to  Europe, 
appears  never  to  have  arrived.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  am 
unable  to  lay  down  with  some  degree  of  accuracy  that  part  of  the 
country  of  A'sben  which  I  did  not  visit  myself. 
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agreeable  when,  on  the  following  day,  we  transferred 
it  to  the  kordmma  Ofdyet,  a  beautiful  little  branch- 
wadi  of  the  spacious  valley  Tin-t^ggana,  issuing  from 
a  defile  (a  *'k6go-n-diitsi ")  formed  by  the  Biinday 
and  a  lower  mount  to  the  south,  along  which  led  the 
path  to  A'sodi.  It  was  most  densely  wooded  with 
talha-trees,  and  overgrown  with  tall  bu-r^kkeba  and 
allwot,  and  was  thinned  only  very  gradually,  as  im- 
mense branches  and  whole  trees  were  cut  down  daily 
to  feed  the  fires  during  the  night;  for  it  was  at 
times  extremely  cold,  and  we  felt  most  comfortable 
when  in  the  evening  we  stretched  ourselves  in  front  of 


'■^^^^   --   _-^ 
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our  tents,  round  an  enormous  fire.  The  tall  herbage 
also  was  by  degrees  consumed,  not  only  by  the  camels, 
but  by  the  construction  of  small  conical  huts ;  so  that 
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gradually  a  varied  and  pleasant  little  village  sprang 
up  in  this  wild  spot,  which  is  represented  in  the  ac- 
companying wood-cut.  The  time  which  we  were 
obliged  to  stay  here  would  indeed  have  passed  by  most 
pleasantly  but  for  the  trouble  occasioned  to  Overweg 
and  myself  by  our  impudent  and  dissolute  Tunisian 
half-caste  servant,  who  had  become  quite  insupport- 
able. Unfortunately  we  did  not  find  an  opportunity 
of  sending  him  back ;  and  I  thought  it  best  to  take 
him  with  me  to  Ean6,  where  I  was  sure  to  get  rid 
of  him.  Our  other  servant  Ibrahim,  also,  though 
much  more  prudent,  was  not  at  all  trustworthy, 
which  was  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  he  had  tra- 
velled all  over  Hdusa,  and  even  as  far  as  G6nja,  and 
might  have  proved  of  immense  service.  But  fortu- 
nately I  had  another  servant  —  a  thin  youth  of  most 
unattractive  appearance,  but  who  nevertheless  wait 
the  most  useful  attendant  I  ever  had ;  and  though 
young  he  had  roamed  about  a  great  deal  over  the 
whole  eastern  half  of  the  desert,  and  shared  in  many 
adventures  of  the  most  serious  kind.  He  possessed, 
too,  a  strong  sense  of  honour,  and  was  perfectly  to 
berelied  upon.  This  was  Mohammed  el  Gatr6ni,  a 
native  of  Gatr6n,  in  the  southern  part  of  Fezzdn,  who, 
with  a  short  interruption  (when  I  sent  him  to  MArzuk 
with  the  late  Mr.  Richardson's  papers  and  effects), 
remained  in  my  service  till  I  returned  to  FezzAn  in 
1855. 

The  zeal  with  which  I  had  commenced  finishing 
my  report  was  well  rewarded;  for  on  the  14th  the 
GhadAmsi  merchant  Abu  Bakr  el  Wakhshi  (an  old 
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mail  whom  I  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  repeat* 
edly  in  the  course  of  my  journey)  came  to  A'nnur  to 
complain  of  a  robbery  committed  upon  part  of  his  mer- 
chatfdise  at  Tasdwa.     But  for  this  circumstance  he 
would  not  have  touched  at  this  place,  and  his  people, 
whom  he  was  sending  to  Ghaddmes,  would  have  tra- 
velled along  the  great  road  by  A'sodi  without  our 
knowing  anything  about  them.     Being  assured  by 
the  trustworthy  old  man  that  the  parcel  would  reach 
Ghad^mes  in  two  months,  Isent  off  the  first  part  of 
my  report ;  but  unfortunately  it  arrived  at  that  place 
when  Her  Majesty's  Agent,  Mr.  Charles  Dickson,  to 
whom  I  had  addressed  it,  was  absent  in  Tripoli,  — 
the  consequence  being  that  it  lay  there  for  several 
months. 

In  the  course  of  the  15th,  while  sitting  quietly  in 
my  tent,  I  suddenly  heard  my  name,  ^•'Abd  el 
Kerim,"  pronounced  by  a  well-known  voice,  and 
looking  out,  to  my  great  astonishment  saw  the  little 
sturdy  figure  of  my  friend  Hdmma  trotting  along  at 
a  steady  pace,  his  iron  spear  in  his  hand.  I  thought 
he  was  gone  to  Bilma,  as  we  had  been  told ;  but  it 
appeared  that,  having  come  up  with  the  salt-cara- 
van  at  the  commencement  of  the  Hammdda,  he  only 
supplied  them  with  more  corn,  and  having  conferred 
with  them,  had  come  back  to  assist  his  old  father-in- 
law  in  the  arduous  task  of  keeping  the  turbulent 
tribes  in  some  state  of  quiet.  The  degree  of  secrecy 
with  which  everything  is  done  in  this  wild  country 
is  indeed  remarkable,  and  no  doubt  contributes  in  a 
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great  measure  to  the  influence  and  power  of  the  sa- 
gacious chief  of  Tint^Uust. 

Four  days  later  came  my  other  friend,  the  foolish 
Mohammed,  who  had  accompanied  the  expedition  of 
the  sultan  of  A'gades,  and  who  was  full  of  interesting 
details  of  this  little  campaign.  Neither  Astdfidet,  the 
prince  of  the  K^l-owi,  nor  *Abd  el  Kdder,  the  sultan 
residing  in  A'gades,  actually  took  part  in  the  attack 
or  "siikkiia,"  but  kept  at  a  distance.  On  asking  my 
merry  friend  what  was  the  result  of  the  whole,  and 
whether  the  state  of  the  country'  to  the  north  was 
now  settled,  and  the  road  secure,  he  exclaimed,  with 
a  significant  grimace,  *^  BAbu  dddi''  (not  very  plea- 
sant) ;  and  to  what  extent  strength  was  sacrificed  to 
euphony  in  this  expression  we  were  soon  to  learn ; 
for  the  next  day  the  "  mak6ria,"  the  wife  of  the 
"  mdkeri  "  Eliyas,  came  to  tell  us  that  a  ghazzia  of  th© 
E'fadaye  had  suddenly  fallen  upon  Tin-tagh6de,  and 
had  carried  off  two  large  droves  (g^rki)  of  camels 
and  all  the  moveable  property.  Such  is  the  state  of 
this  country,  where  the  chiefs,  instead  of  punishing 
systematically  the  rebels  and  marauders,  regard  such 
instances  of  crime  only  as  opportunities  for  enriching 
themselves  with  plunder.  The  E'fadaye  do  not  muster 
more  than  from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  spears ; 
but  they  are  generally  assisted  by  the  Tgammen  and 
E'del^n,  two  of  the  tribes  of  the  Imghdd  whom  I 
mientioned  above. 

The  next  day  the  old  chief,  accompanied  by  Hamma 
and  seven  other  trusty  companions,  set  out  for  Tin- 
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t^yyat,  in  order  to  consult  with  the  old  mallem  Az<5ri, 
*'  the  wise  man  of  Air,"  about  the  means  of  preventing 
the  bad  consequences  likely  to  arise  from  the  turbulent 
state  into  which  the  country  had  fallen  just  when  he 
was  about  to  set  out  for  Suddn. 

The  old  chief,  on  his  return  from  his  important 
consultation,  gave  us  some  interesting  information 
about  "the  Lion  of  Tint^yyat"  (Az6ri).  Az6ri,  he 
said,  had  attained  the  highest  degree  of  wisdom  and 
learning,  comprehending  all  divine  and  human  things, 
without  ever  leaving  the  country  of  Air.  He  was 
now  nearly  blind,  though  younger  in  years  than  him- 
self. His  father  had  likewise  been  a  very  wise  man. 
Formerly,  according  to  our  friend,  there  was  another 
great  mallem  in  the  country,  named  Hdmi,  a  native  of 
Tftitagh6d6 ;  and  as  long  as  he  lived,  the  Anlslimen,  his 
fellow-citizens,  had  been  good  people  and  followed  the 
way  of  justice,  while  at  present  their  name  "  Anislim" 
was  become  a  mere  mockery,  for  they  were  the  worst 
of  the  lawless,  and  had  lost  all  fear  of  God ;  indeed 
almost  all  the  troubles  into  which  the  country  had 
been  plunged  might  be  ascribed  to  their  agency  and 
intrigues.  Here  the  old  chief  had  touched  on  his  fa- 
vourite theme ;  and  he  gave  vent  to  all  his  anger  and 
wrath  against  those  holy  men,  who  were  evidently 
opposed  to  his  authority. 

The  old  man  was,  in  fact,  on  the  most  friendly  terms 
with  us,  and  instead  of  being  suspicious  of  our  "writ- 
ing down  his  country,"  was  anxious  to  correct  any 
erroneous  idea  which  we  might  entertain  respecting 
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it.  I  shall  never  forget  with  what  pleasure  he  looked 
over  my  sketch  of  the  route  from  Tint^Uust  to  A'gades, 
while  I  explained  to  him  the  principal  features  of  it ; 
and  he  felt  a  proud  satisfaction  in  seeing  a  stranger 
from  a  far  distant  country  appreciate  the  peculiar 
charms  of  the  glens  and  mountains  of  his  own  native 
land.  He  was,  in  short,  so  pleased  with  our  manners 
and  our  whole  demeanour,  that  one  day,  after  he  had 
been  reposing  in  my  tent  and  chatting  with  me,  he  sent 
for  Yusuf,  and  told  him  plainly  that  he  apprehended 
that  our  religion  was  better  than  theirs ;  whereupon 
the  Arab  explained  to  him  that  our  manners  indeed 
were  excellent,  but  that  our  religious  creed  had  some 
great  defects,  in  violating  the  unity  of  the  Almighty 
God,  and  elevating  one  of  His  prophets  from  his  real 
rank  of  servant  of  God  to  that  of  His  Son.  A'nnur, 
rising  a  little  from  his  couch,  looked  steadily  into 
YusuPs  face,  and  said,  "  hdkkandnne  "  (is  it  so)?  As 
for  me,  in  order  not  to  provoke  a  disputation  with 
Yusuf,  who  united  in  himself  some  of  the  most 
amiable  with  some  of  the  most  hateful  qualities,  I  kept 
silence  as  long  as  he  was  present ;  but  when  he  retired 
I  explained  to  the  chief  that,  as  there  was  a  great 
variety  of  sects  among  the  Mohammedans,  so  there  was 
also  among  the  Christians,  many  of  whom  laid  greater 
stress  upon  the  unimpaired  unity  of  the  Creator  than 
even  the  Mohammedans.  So  much  sufficed  for  the 
justification  of  our  religion;  for  the  old  man  did  not 
like  to  talk  much  upon  the  subject,  though  he  was 
strict  in  his  prayers,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  observe. 
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Be  was  a  man  of  business,  who  desired  to  maintain 
some  sort  of  order  in  a  country  where  everything 
naturally  inclines  to  turbulence  and  disorder.  In 
other  respects,  he  allowed  every  man  to  do  as  he  liked ; 
and  notwithstanding  his  practical  severity,  he  was 
rather  of  a  mild  disposition,  for  he  thought  Europeans 
dreadful  barbarians  for  slaughtering  without  pity  such 
numbers  of  people  in  their  battles,  using  big  guns 
instead  of  spears  and  swords,  which  were,  as  he 
thought,  the  only  manly  and  becoming  weapons. 

The  25th  of  November  was  a  great  market-day 
for  our  little  settlement,  for  on  the  preceding  day 
the  long-expected  caravan  with  provisions  arrived 
fromDamerghti,  and  all  the  people  were  buying  their 
necessary  supply;  but  we  had  much  difficulty  in 
obtaining  what  we  wanted,  as  all  our  things  —  even 
the  few  dollars  we  had  still  left  —  were  depreciated, 
and  estimated  at  more  than  thirty  per  cent,  less 
than  their  real  value.  After  having  recovered  in 
A'gades  a  little  from  the  weakness  of  my  stomach,  by 
the  aid  of  the  princely  dishes  sent  me  by  *Abd  el 
KAder,  I  had,  notwithstanding  the  fine  cool  weather, 
once  more  to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  our  almost 
raw  and  bitter  dishes  of  Guinea  com,  and  the  more 
so  as  I  had  no  tea  left  to  wash  down  this  unpalatable 
and  indigestible  paste ;  and  I  felt  more  than  common 
delight  when  we  were  regaled  on  the  27th  by  a  fine 
strong  soup  made  from  the  meat  of  the  bullock  which 
we  had  bought  from  A'nnur  for  twelve  thousand 
kurdi.     It  was  a  day  of  great  rejoicing,  and  a  new 
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epoch  in  our  peaceful  and  dull  existence,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  I  found  my  health  greatly  restored. 

Our  patience,  indeed,  was  tried  to  the  utmost ;  and 
I  looked  for  some  moments  with  a  sort  of  despair 
into  Hdmma's  face,  when,  on  his  return  from  a  mission 
to  the  E'fadaye,  which  seemed  not  to  have  been  quite 
successful,  he  told  me  on  the  28th  of  November  that 
we  should  still  make  a  stay  here  of  twenty-five  days. 
Fortunately  he  always  chose  to  view  things  on  the 
worst  side  ;  and  I  was  happy  to  be  assured  by  the  old 
chief  himself,  that  our  stay  here  would  certainly  not 
exceed  fifteen  days.  Nevertheless,  as  the  first  short 
days  of  our  shani  travelling  afterwards  convinced  me, 
the  veracious  Hdmma,  who  had  never  deceived  me, 
was  in  reality  quite  right  in  his  statement.  My 
friend  came  to  take  leave  of  me,  as  he  was  to  absent 
himself  for  a  few  days,  in  order  to  visit  an  elder  sister 
of  his,  who  lived  in  Telishiet,  further  up  the  valley  of 
Tin-t^ggana ;  and  of  course  I  had  to  supply  him 
with  some  handsome  little  production  of  European 
manufacture. 

We  had  full  reason  to  admire  the  energy  of  the  old 
chief,  who  on  the  30th  of  November  went  to  a  "  privy 
council"  with  Mallem  Az6ri  and  Sultan  Astdfidet, 
which  was  appointed  to  be  held  in  some  solitary  glen, 
halfway  between  Tin-teggana  and  A'sodi,  and,  after  he 
had  returned  late  in  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  December, 
was  galloping  along  our  encampment  in  the  morning 
of  the  2nd,  in  order  to  visit  the  new  watering-place 
lower  down  in  the  principal  valley,  —  the  former  well 
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beginning  to  dry  up,  or  rather  requiring  to  be  dug  to 
a  greater  depth,  as  the  moisture  collected  during  the 
rainy  season  was  gradually  receding.  This  was  the 
first  time  we  saw  our  friend  on  horseback ;  and  though 
he  was  seventy-six  years  of  age,  he  sat  very  well  and 
upright  in  his  saddle.  Overweg  went  on  one  of  the 
following  days  to  see  the  well  (which  was  about  four 
miles  distant  from  our  encampment,  in  a  W.N.W. 
direction,  beyond  a  little  village  of  the  name  of 
O'brasen),  but  found  it  rather  a  basin  formed  between 
the  rocky  cliffs,  and  fed,  according  to  report,  by  a 
spring. 

Meanwhile  I  was  surprised  to  learn  from  Mo- 
hammed Byiji,  A^nnur's  grandson,  and  next  claimant 
to  the  succession  after  Hdj  *Abduwa,  that  the  last- 
named,  together  with  El  U'su  or  Ldsu,  the  influential 
chief  of  Azan^res,  and  El  Hoss^n,  had  started  for 
the  south  six  days  previously  in  order  to  purchase 
provisions  for  the  salt-caravan.  In  this  little  country 
something  is  always  going  on,  and  the  people  all 
appear  to  lead  a  very  restless  life ;  what  wonder,  then, 
if  most  of  them  are  the  progeny  of  wayfarers,  begotten 
from  fortuitous  and  short-lived  matches?  Perhaps  in 
no  country  is  domestic  life  wanting  to  such  a  degree 
as  among  the  K61-owi  properly  so  called ;  but  it  would 
be  wrong  to  include  in  this  category  the  tribes  of 
purer  blood  living  at  some  distance  from  this  centre 
of  the  salt-trade. 

At  length,  on  the  5th  of  December,  the  first  body 
of  the  salt-caravan  arrived  from  Bilma,  opening  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


CttAP.  XIX.    PREPARATIONS  FOR  STARTING.  497 

prospect  of  a  speedy  departure  from  this  our  African 
home ;  but  although  we  were  very  eager  to  obtain  a 
glance  at  them,  they  did  not  become  visible,  but  kept 
further  to  the  west.  The  following  evening,  however, 
several  friends  and  partisans  of  the  old  chief  arrived, 
mounted  on  mehdra,  and  were  received  by  the  women 
with  loud  shrill  cries  of  welcome  ("tirleldk"  in 
Temdshight)  very  similar  to  the  "  tehlil "  of  the  Arabs. 

Preparations  were  now  gradually  made  for  our 
setting  out ;  but  previously  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
a  supply  of  water,  not  only  for  the  immediate  use 
of  the  numerous  salt-caravan,  but  for  the  constant 
one  of  those  people  who  were  to  remain  behind  during 
the  absence  of  their  chief  and  master.  Accordingly 
on  the  7th  of  December  the  old  chief  left  our  encamp- 
ment, with  all  his  people,  in  solemn  procession,  in 
order  to  dig  a  new  well;  and  after  having  long 
searched  with  a  spear  for  the  most  favourable  spot, 
they  set  to  work  close  to  the  entrance  of  a  small 
branch'wddi,  joining  the  main  valley  from  the  east 
side,  not  far  from  A'dode;  and  having  obtained  a  suf- 
ficient  supply  of  water,  they  walled  the  well  in  with 
branches  and  stones,  so  that  it  was  capable  of  retain- 
ing water  at  least  till  the  beginning  of  the  next  rainy 
season,  when,  most  probably,  the  floods  would  destroy 
it.  There  are,  indeed,  in  these  countries  very  few 
undertakings  of  this  kind  the  existence  of  which  is 
calculated  upon  for  more  than  a  year. 

Meanwhile,  during  our  long  lazy  stay  in  this 
tranquil  alpine  retreat  of  the  wilderness,  after  I  had 
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finished  my  report  on  A'gades,  I  began  to  study  in  a 
more  comprehensive  way  the  interesting  language  <rf 
that  place,  and  in  order  to  eflfect  that  purpose  had  been 
obliged  to  make  a  sort  of  treaty  with  that  shameless 
profligate  Ziimmuzuk,  who,  for  his  exploits  in  A'gades, 
had  received  severe  punishment  from  his  master.    The 
chief  conditions  of  our  covenant  were,  that  he  was 
to  receive  every  day  a  certain  allowance,  but  that 
during  his  presence  in  my  tent  he  was  not  to  move 
from  the  place  assigned  him,  the  limits  of  which  were 
very  accurately  defined — of  course  at  a  respectable 
distance  from  my  luggage ;  and  if  he  touched  anything 
I  was  oflScially  permitted  by  A'nnur  to  shoot  him  on 
the  spot.     Notwithstanding  the  coolness  and  reserve 
which  I  was   obliged  to   adopt  in   my  intercourse 
with  this  man,  I  was  fully  capable  of  estimating  his 
veracity ;  and  in  the  course  of  my  journey  and  my 
researches  I  convinced  myself  that  in  no  one  instance 
did  he  deviate  from  the  truth. 

Going  on  in  this  way,  I  had  completed,  by  the  8th 
of  the  month,  an  exact  and  full  vocabulary  of  the  Em- 
g^desi  language,  and  could  with  more  leisure  indulge 
in  a  conversation  with  my  friend  A'magay,  the  chief 
eunuch  and  confidential  servant  of  the  sultan  of 
A'gades,  who  paid  me  a  visit,  and  brought  me  the 
most  recent  news  from  the  capital.  Afiairs  were  all  in 
the  best  state,  his  business  now  being  merely  to  ar- 
range  a  few  matters  with  A'nnur  before  the  latter  set 
out  for  Suddn.  He  informed  me  that  the  salt-cara- 
van of  the  K^l-ger^s  and  Itisan  had  long  ago  returned 
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from  Bflma,  taking  with  them  our  letter  to  the  sul- 
tan of  S6koto,  and  accompanied  by  Mohammed  B6ro, 
who  had  taken  all  his  children  with  him  except  those 
who  were  still  attending  school.  A'magay  had  also 
brought  with  him  the  curious  letter  from  Mustapha 
the  governor  of  Fezzdn,  which  is  spoken  of  by  Mr. 
Kicliardson.  I  treated  him  with  some  coffee  (which 
was  now  with  me  a  very  precious  article,  as  I  had  but 
little  left),  and  made  him  a  small  present. 
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FraAL   DEPARTtTRE   FOR  SUdIn. 

^    ,        At  length  the  day  broke  when  we  were  to 

Thursday,  °  ^ 

}^*™»»e»^^2th^  move  on  and  get  nearer  the  longed-for 
7th,  1266.  object  of  our  journey,  though  we  were 
aware  that  our  first  progress  would  be  slow.  But 
before  we  departed  from  this  region,  which  had  be- 
come so  familiar  to  us,  I  wished  to  take  a  last  glimpse 
down  the  valley  towards  Tintellust,  and  wandered 
towards  the  offshoots  of  Mount  Bdnday,  which  af- 
forded me  a  fine  prospect  over  the  whole  valley  up 
to  that  beautiful  mountain-mass  which  forms  so  cha- 
racteristic a  feature  in  the  configuration  of  the  whole 
country.  The  hills  which  I  ascended  consisted  of 
basalt,  and  formed  a  low  ridge,  which  was  separated 
from  the  principal  mountain-mass  by  a  hollow  of 
sandstone  formation.  Having  bade  farewell  to  the 
blue  mountains  of  Tintellust,  I  took  leave  of  the 
charming  little  valley  Ofdyet,  which,  having  been  a 
few  moments  previously  a  busy  scene  of  life,  was  now 
left  to  silence  and  solitude. 

Late  in  the  morning  we  began  to  move,  but  very 
slowly,  halting  every  now  and  then.  At  length  the 
old  chief  himself  came  up,  walking  like  a  young  man 
before  his  m^heri,  which  he  led  by  the  nose-cord ;  and 
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the  varied  groups  composing  the  caravan  began  to 
march  more  steadily.  It  was  a  whole  nation  in 
motion,  the  men  on  camels  or  on  foot^  the  women 
on  bullocks  or  on  asses,  with  all  the  necessaries 
of  the  little  household,  as  well  as  the  houses  them- 
selves,— a  herd  of  cattle,  another  of  milk-goats,  and 
numbers  of  young  camels  running  playfully  along-, 
side,  and  sometimes  getting  between  the  regular  lines 
of  the  laden  animals.  The  ground  was  very  rocky 
and  rugged,  and  looked  bare  and  desolate  in  the  ex- 
treme, the  plain  being  strewn  for  a  while  with  loose 
basaltic  stones,  like  the  plain  of  Tdghist. 

Several  high  peaks  characterize  this  volcanic  re- 
gion; and  after  having  left  to  our  right  the  peak 
called  Ebdrrasa,  we  encamped,  a  little  before  noon,  at 
the  north-eastern  foot  of  a  very  conspicuous  peak 
called  TeMshera,  which  had  long  attracted  my  atten- 
tion.  We  had  scarcely  chosen  our  ground  when  I 
set  out  on  foot  in  order  to  ascend  this  high  mountain, 
from  which  I  expected  to  obtain  a  view  over  the 
eastern  side  of  the  picturesque  mass  of  the  Eghellal ; 
but  its  ascent  proved  very  difficult,  chiefly  because 
I  had  not  exerted  my  strength  much  during  our  long 
stay  in  this  country.  The  flanks  of  the  peak,  after 
I  had  ascended  the  oflfehoots,  which  consisted  of  sand- 
stone, were  most  precipitous  and  abrupt,  and  covered 
with  loose  stones,  which  gave  way  under  my  feet, 
and  often  carried  me  a  long  way  down.  The  sum- 
mit consisted  of  perpendicular  trachytic  pillars,  of 
quadrangular  and  almost  regular  form,  2^  feet  in 
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thickness,  as  if  cut  by  the  hand  of  man,  some  of 
them  about  one  hundred  feet  high,  while  others  had 
been  broken  off  at  greater  or  less  height.  It  is  at 
least  1500  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  vaUey.  The 
view  was  interesting,  although  the  sky  was  not  dear; 
I  was  able  to  take  several  angles;  but  the  western 
flank  of  the  Eghelldl,  which  I  was  particularly  anxious 
to  obtain  a  sight  of,  was  covered  by  other  heights. 

Beyond  the  branch-wddi  which  surrounds  this 
mountain  on  the  south  side,  there  is  a  ridge  ranging 
to  a  greater  length,  and  rising  from  the  ground  with 
a  very  precipitous  wall ;  this  was  examined  by  Mr. 
Overweg,  and  £Dund  to  consist  likewise  of  trachyte 
interspersed  with  black  basaltic  stone,  and  crystals  of 
glassy  felspar.  Having  attained  my  purpose,  I  began 
my  retreat,  but  found  the  descent  more  troublesome 
than  the  ascent,  particularly  as  my  boots  were  torn  to 
pieces  by  the  sharp  stones ;  and  the  fragments  giving 
way  under  my  feet,  I  fell  repeatedly.  I  was  quite 
exhausted  when  I  reached  the  tent;  but  a  cup  of 
strong  coffee  soon  restored  me.  However,  I  never 
afterwards  on  my  whole  journey  felt  strong  enough 
to  ascend  a  mountain  of  moderate  elevation. 

^^^  Starting    rather   late,  we  continued 

Decembw  18th.  through  the  mouutaiuous  region,  gene- 
rally ascending,  while  a  cold  wind  made  our  old  friend 
the  chief  shiver  and  regard  with  feelings  of  envy  my 
thick  black  bemiis,  although  he  had  got  bemiises 
enough  from  us  not  only  to  protect  him  against  cold, 
but  us  too  against  any  envious  feeling  for  the  little 
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which  was  left  us.  Further  on,  in  several  places  the 
granite  (which  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley  alternates 
with  sandstone)  was  perfectly  disintegrated,  and  had 
become  like  meal.  Here  the  passage  narrowed  for 
about  an  hour,  when  we  obtained  a  view  of  a  long 
range  stretching  out  before  us  with  a  considerable 
cone  lying  in  front  of  it.  Keeping  now  over  rocky 
ground,  then  along  the  bottom  of  a  valley  called 
Tdnegat,  about  half  a  mile  broad,  where  we  passed  a 
well  on  our  right,  we  at  length  reached  a  mountain* 
spur  starting  off  from  the  ridge  on  our  right,  and 
entered  a  beautiful  broad  plain  stretching  out  to  the 
foot  of  a  considerable  mountain-group,  which  was 
capped  by  a  remarkable  picturesquely-indented  cone 
called  MdrL  Here  we  saw  the  numerous  camels  of 
the  salt-caravan  grazing  in  the  distance  to  our  left ; 
and  after  having  crossed  a  small  rocky  flat,  we  en- 
camped in  the  very  channel  of  the  torrent,  being 
certain  that  at  this  season  no  such  danger  as  over- 
whelmed us  in  the  valley  E'ghazar  was  to  be  feared. 
A'magay,  who  was  still  with  us,  paid  me  a  visit  in  the 
afternoon,  and  had  a  cup  of  coffee;  he  also  came 
the  next  morning.  Near  our  encampment  were  some 
fine  acacia-trees  of  the  species  called  gdwo,  which  I 
shall  have  to  mention  repeatedly  in  my  travels. 

We  started  early,  but  encamped,  after     Saturday, 
a  short  march  of  about  six  mUes,  on  un-  ^^^^'^^'^ 
even  ground  intersected  by  numbers  of  small  ridges. 
The  reason  of  the  halt  was,  that  the  whole  of  the 
caravan  was  to  come  up  and  to  join  together ;  and 
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our  old  chief  here  put  on  his  official  dress  (a  yellow 
bemiis  of  good  quality),  to  show  his  dignity  as  leader 
of  such  a  host  of  people. 

Salt  forms  the  only  article  conveyed  by  this  ca- 
ravan. The  form  of  the  largest  cake  is  very  remark- 
able ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  salt  in 
Bilma  is  in  a  fluid  state,  and  is  formed  into  this  shape 
by  pouring  it  into  a  wooden  mould.  This  pedestal  or 
loaf  of  salt  (kdntu)  is  equal  to  five  of  the  smaller 
cakes,  which  are  called  dserim;  and  each  dserim 
equals  four  of  the  smallest  cakes,  which  are  called 
"  f6tu."  The  bags,  made  of  the  leaves  of  the  diim- 
palm  (or  the  "  kdbba"  ),  in  which  these  loaves  are 
packed  up,  are  called  "  tdkrufa."  But  the  finest  salt 
is  generally  in  loose  grains;  and  this  is  the  only 
palatable  salt,  while  the  ordinary  salt  of  Bilma  is  very 
bitter  to  the  European  palate,  and  spoils  everything: 
but  the  former  is  more  than  three  times  the  value 
of  the  latter.  The  price  paid  in  Bilma  is  but  two 
z^kkas  for  three  kdntus. 

In  the  evening  there  was  "  urgi,"  or  "  ^ddil"  (play- 
ing), and  "rdwa"  or  "adellul"  (dancing),  all  over  the 
large  camp  of  the  salt-caravan,  and  the  drummers  or 
"masugdnga"  were  all  vying  with  each  other,  when 
I  observed  that  our  drummer,  Hassan,  who  was  proud 
of  his  talent,  and  used  to  call  for  a  little  present,  was 
quite  outdone  by  the  drummer  of  that  portion  of  the 
caravan  which  was  nearest  to  us,  who  performed  his 
work  with  great  skill,  and  caused  general  enthusiasm 
among  the  dancing  people.      The  many  lively  and 
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merry  scenes,  ranging  over  a  wide  district,  itself  pic- 
turesque, and  illuminated  by  large  fires  in  the  dusk 
of  evening,  presented  a  cheerful  picture  of  animated 
native  life,  looking  at  which  a  traveller  might  easily 
forget  the  weak  points  discoverable  in  other  phases  of 
life  in  the  desert. 

The  general  start  of  the  united  "  airi,"  Sunday, 
or  caravan,  took  place  with  great  spirit ;  ^®*^®°*^  ^^'*'- 
and  a  wild  enthusiastic  cry,  raised  over  the  whole 
extent  of  the  encampment,  answered  to  the  beating 
of  the  drums.  For,  though  the  K^l-owi  are  greatly 
civilized  by  the  influence  of  the  black  population, 
nevertheless  they  are  still  "  half  demons,"  while  the 
thoroughbred  and  freebom  Am6shagh  (whatever 
name  he  may  bear,  whether  Tdrki,  ba-A'sbenchi, 
Kindin,  or  Chap&to)  is  regarded  by  all  the  neigh- 
bouring tribes,  Arabs  as  well  as  Africans,  as  a  real 
demon  ("jin").  Notwithstanding  all  this  uproar 
we  were  rather  astonished  at  the  small  number  of 
camels  laden  with  salt,  which  formed  A'nnur's  ca- 
ravan; for  they  did  not  exceed  two  hundred,  and 
their  loads  in  the  aggregate  would  realize  in  Kan6  at 
the  very  utmost  three  thousand  dollars,  which,  if 
taken  as  the  principal  revenue  of  the  chief,  seems 
very  little.  The  whole  number  of  the  caravan  did 
not  exceed  two  thousand  camels. 

However  enthusiastically  the  people  had  answered 
to  the  call  of  the  drums,  the  loading  of  the  camels 
took  a  long  time ;  and  the  old  chief  himself  had  re- 
markably few  people  to  get  ready  his  train :  but  the 
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reason  probably  was,  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  as 
many  people  behind  as  possible  for  the  security  of 
the  country.  When  at  length  we  set  out,  the  view 
which  presented  itself  was  really  highly  exciting; 
for  here  a  whole  nastion  was  in  motion,  going  on 
its  great  errand  of  supplying  the  wants  of  other 
tribes,  and  bartering  for  what  they  stood  in  need  of 
themselves.  All  the  drums  were  beating;  and  one 
string  of  camels  after  the  other  marched  up  in  mar- 
tial order,  led  on  by  the  "  mddogu,"  the  most  expe- 
rienced and  steadfast  among  the  servants  or  followers 
of  each  chief.  It  was  clear  that  our  last  night's 
encampment  had  been  chosen  only  on  account  of  its 
being  well  protected  all  around  by  ridges  of  rock ; 
for  on  setting  out  to-day  we  had  to  follow  up,  in 
the  beginning,  a  course  due  west,  in  order  to  return 
into  our  main  direction  along  the  valley.  We  then 
gradually  began  to  turn  round  the  very  remarkable 


Mount  Mdri,  which  here  assumed  the  figure  shown 
in  the  sketch.  Further  on  I  saw  the  people  busy  in 
digging  up  a  species  of  edible  bulbous  roots  called 
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"adlUewan"  by  the  K^l-owi.  This,  I  think,  besides 
the  "bdba,"  or  "  nile"  (the  Indigofera  endecaphyUa)j 
the  first  specimens  of  which  we  had  observed  two 
days  ago  shooting  up  unostentatiously  among  the 
herbage,  was  the  most  evident  proof  that  we  had 
left  the  region  of  the  true  desert,  though  we  had  still 
to  cross  a  very  sterile  tract. 

Having  changed  our  direction  from  south  to  south- 
west, about  noon  we  entered  the  highroad  coming 
directly  from  A'sodi,  but  which  was,  in  fact,  no- 
thing better  than  a  narrow  pathway.  Here  we  were 
winding  through  a  labjointh  of  large  detached  pro- 
jecting blocks,  while  Mount  Mdri  presented  itself  in 
an  entirely  different  shape.     Gradually  the  bottom  of 


the  valley  became  free  from  blocks,  and  we  were 
crossing  and  recrossing  the  bed  of  the  watercourse, 
when  we  met  a  small  caravan  belonging  to  my  friend 
the  Emg^desi  Tdder,  who  had  been  to  Damerghii  to 
buy  com.  Shortly  afterwards,  we  encamped  at  the 
side  of  the  watercourse,  which  is  called  Ad6ral,  and 
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which  joins,  further  downwards,  another  channel 
called  W^Uek,  which  runs  close  along  the  western 
range.  Here  we  saw  the  first  specimens  of  the  pen- 
dent nests  of  the  weaver  bird  {Ploceus  Abyssiniacusy 

While  I  was  filling  up  my  journal  in  the  afternoon, 
I  received  a  visit  from  Mohammed  B^rji,  who  had 
this  morning  left  Tin-t^ggana ;  he  informed  me  that 
the  women  and  the  old  men  whom  we  had  left  there 
had  not  returned  to  Tint^llust,  but  had  gone  to  Tin- 
taghal^n.  All  the  population  of  the  other  villages  in 
the  northern  districts  of  A'ir  were  likewise  retreating 
southwards  during  the  absence  of  the  salt-caravan. 

Monday,  ^^  Starting  this  morning  we  were  glad 
December  16th.  ^.^  £jj^  somc  Variety  in  the  vegetation ;  for 
instead  of  the  monotonous  talha-trees,  which  with 
some  justice  have  been  called  "vegetable  mummies,"* 
the  whole  valley-plain  was  adorned  with  beautiful 
spreading  addwa-  or  tab6rak-trees  (the  Balanites 
JEgyptiaca\  the  foliage  of  which  often  reached  down 
to  the  very  ground,  forming  a  dense  canopy  of  the 
freshest  green.  After  winding  along,  and  crossing 
and  recrossing  the  small  channel,  the  path  ascended 
the  rocky  ground,  and  we  soon  got  sight  of  the 
mountains  of  Baghzen,  looking  out  from  behind  the 
first  mountain-range,   from  whose  southern  end  a 

*  It  is  remarkable  and  significant,  that  the  Tawdrek  employ 
one  and  the  same  name  for  talha  and  firewood  in  general,  namely 
the  word  ^^  esardr  ; "  but  it  is  still  more  significant  that  the  Kanuri 
or  Bomu  seem  to  employ  the  same  name,  ^^  kindin,"  for  the  T&rki 
and  the  talha. 
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point  called  A'nfis^k  rises  to  a  considerable  elevation. 
This  higher  level,  however,  was  not  bare  and  naked, 
but  overgrown  with  the  "  knotted"  grass  bii-r^kkeba 
and  with  the  addwa-  and  gawo-tree,  while  on  our  left 
the  broad  but  nevertheless  sharply -marked  peak  of 
Mount  Mdri  towered  over  the  whole,  and  gave  to 
the  landscape  a  peculiar  character.  At  an  early  hour 
we  encamped  between  buttresses  of  scattered  blocks 
shooting  out  of  the  plain,  which  seems  to  stretch  to 
the  very  foot  of  the  Baghzen,  and  to  be  noted  pre- 
eminently as  the  Plain,  "  erdrar." 

In  the  afternoon  I  walked  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, first  to  a  hill  S.W.  from  our  camp,  from  which 
I  was  able  to  take  several  angles,  and  then  to  the 
well.  The  latter  was  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  our  tent  in  a  westerly  direction,  and  was 
carefully  walled  up  with  stones  ;  it  measured  three 
fathoms  and  a  half  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  while 
the  depth  of  the  water  itself  was  at  present  little  less 
than  three  fathoms,  so  that  it  is  evident  that  there  is 
water  here  at  all  seasons.  Its  name  is  Albes.  As, 
on  account  of  our  slow  travelling,  we  had  been  four 
days  without  water,  the  meeting  with  a  well  was 
rather  agreeable  to  us.  Between  the  well  and  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  there  was  a  temporary  encamp- 
ment of  shepherds,  who  sent  a  sheep  and  a  good  deal 
of  cheese  to  the  old  chief. 

Here  we  remained  the  two  following  days,  in  order 
to  repose  from  the  fatigue  of  our  sham  travelling! 
I  went  once  more  all  over  my  Emg^desi  collection. 
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and  made  a  present  to  the  servants  of  the  mission,  of 
twenty-two  z^kkas  of  Bilma  dates,  which  I  bought 
from  the  people  of  the  caravan ;  they  were  all 
thankful  for  this  little  present.  I  was  extremely  glad 
to  find  that  even  the  Tunisian  shushdn,  when  he  had 
to  receive  orders  only  from  me,  behaved  much  better ; 
and  I  wrote  from  his  recital  a  G6ber  story  which,  as 
being  characteristic  of  the  imagination  of  the  natives 
and  illustrating  their  ancient  pagan  worship  of  the 
dod6,  might  perhaps  prove  of  interest  even  to  the 
general  reader.  The  several  divisions  of  the  "airi" 
came  slowly  up ;  among  them  we  observed  the  K^l- 
azan^res,  the  people  of  Liisu,  the  chief  himself  having 
gone  on  in  advance,  as  I  observed  above. 

Thursday,  ^*^  hcavy  caravau  at  length  set  out 
December  19th.  agaijj^  the  camels  having  now  recovered  a 
little  from  the  trying  march  over  the  naked  desert 
which  divides  the  mountainous  district  of  A'sben 
from  the  **  h^nderi-Tedd,'*  the  fertile  hollow  of  the 
T^bu  country.  It  attracted  my  attention,  that  the 
shrubby  and  thick-leaved  "allwot"  (the  blue  Gni- 
cifera  mentioned  before)  had  ceased  altogether ;  even 
the  eternal  bii-rekkeba  began  to  be  scarce,  while  only 
a  few  solitary  trees  were  scattered  about. 

While  marching  over  this  dreary  plain,  we  no- 
ticed some  T^bu  merchants,  natives  of  Dfrki,  with 
only  three  camels,  who  had  come  with  the  salt-cara- 
van  from  Bilma,  and  were  going  to  Kan6;  firom 
them  we  learnt  that  a  T^bu  caravan  had  started  from 
KawAr  for  B<5rnu  at  the  time  of  the  *  Aid  el  kebir.  The 
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example  of  these  solitary  travellers,  indeed,  might 
perhaps  be  followed  with  advantage  by  Europeans 
also,  in  order  to  avoid  the  country  of  the  Azkdr  and 
the  insecure  border-districts  of  the  K41-owi,  especially 
if  they  chose  to  stay  in  the  T^bu  oasis  till  they  had 
obtained  the  protection  of  one  of  the  great  men  of 
this  country. 

For  a  little  while  the  plain  was  adorned  with 
talha-trees;  but  then  it  became  very  rugged,  like 
a  rough  floor  of  black  basalt,  through  which  wound 
a  narrow  path,  pressing  the  whole  caravan  into  one 
long  string.  At  length,  at  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  after  having  traversed  extremely  rugged 
ground,  we  began  to  descend  from  this  broad  basaltic 
level,  and  having  crossed  the  dry  watercourse  of  a 
winter  torrent,  entered  the  valley  T^Uiya,  which 
has  a  good  supply  of  trees,  but  very  little  herbage. 
A  cemetery  here  gave  indication  of  the  occasional  or 
temporary  residence  of  nomadic  settlers. 

On  ascending  again  from  the  bottom  of  the  valley 
to  a  higher  level,  and  looking  backwards,  we  obtained 
a  fine  view  of  Mount  Ajiiri,  at  the  foot  of  which  lies 
Ch^mia,  a  valley  and  village  celebrated  for  its  date- 
trees.  It  was  not  our  fate  to  see  any  of  those  places 
in  A'sben  which  are  distinguished  by  the  presence 
of  this  tree  —  neither  the  valley  just  mentioned,  nor 
IferwAn,  nor  Tr-n-Allem ;  and  a  visit  to  them  will 
form  one  of  the  interesting  objects  of  some  future  tra- 
veller in  this  country.  Having  kept  along  the  plain 
for  an  hour,  we  encamped  at  a  little  distance  west 
from  the  dry  bed  of  a  watercourse  running  from  north 
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to  south  along  the  eastern  foot   of  a  low   basaltic 


ridge,  with  a  fine  display  of  trees,  but  a  scanty  one 
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of  herbage.  T  went  to  ascend  the  ridge,  supposing 
it  to  be  connected  with  the  Bdghzen,  but  found  that 
it  was  completely  separated  from  the  latter  by  a 
depression  or  hollow  quite  bare  and  naked. 

This  was  the  best  point  from  whence  to  obtain  a 
view  over  the  eastern  flank  of  Mount  Bdghzen,  with 
its  deep  crevices  or  ravines,  which  seemed  to  separate 
the  mountain-mass  into  several  distinct  groups ;  and 
in  the  evening  I  made  the  sketch  of  it  given  above. 

However,  we  had  full  leisure  to  contemplate  this 
mountain,  which  is  not  distinguished  by  great  ele- 
vation, the  highest  peaks  being  little  more  than 
2000  feet  above  the  plain*;  but  it  is  interesting, 
as  consisting  probably  of  basaltic  formation.  We 
staid  here  longer  than  we  desired,  as  we  did  not 
find  an  opportunity  to  penetrate  into  the  glens  in 
its  interior,  which,  from  this  place,  seem  excessively 
barren,  but  are  said  to  contain  some  favoured  and 
inhabited  spots,  where  even  com  is  reared.  But  our 
companions  spoke  with  timorous  exclamations  of  the 
numbers  of  lions  which  infest  these  retired  moun- 
tain-passes; and  not  one  of  them  would  oflTer  him- 
self as  a  companion.  The  reason  of  our  longer  stay 
in  this  place  was,  that  our  camels  had  strayed  to  a 
very  great  distance  southwards,  so  that  they  could 
not  be  found  in  the  forenoon  of  the  following  day. 
The  blame  of  letting  them  stray  was  thrown  upon 

*  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  the  village  Bdghsen,  re- 
ported to  be  situated  on  the  very  highest  peak  of  these  mountains, 
does  not  exist.     There  is  no  village  of  this  name. 

VOL.  I.  L  L 
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Hassan,  whose  inferiority  as  a  drummer  I  had  oc- 
casion to  notice  above.  How  he  was  punished  Mr. 
Richardson  has  described ;  and  I  will  only  add  that 
the  handkerchief  which  he  paid,  was  to  be  given 
to  the  **serki-n.kirfi"*  ("the  task-master,"  prc^riy 
'*  the  master  of  the  iron "  or  "  of  the  force ") ;  but 
the  whole  affair  was  rather  a  piece  of  pleasantry. 

In  the  morning  Mghds,  the  chief  of  T^llwa,  a  fine, 
sturdy  man  mounted  upon  a  strong  grey  horse, 
passed  by,  going  southward,  followed  by  a  long  string 
of  camels ;  and  shortly  afterwards  a  small  caravan 
of  people  of  Seldfiet,  who  had  bought  com  in  Darner* 
ghii,  passed  in  the  opposite  direction. 

satDKiay,  The  wcather  was  clear  and  cheerful ;  and 
December  2i8t^j^^  suu  was  Warmer  than  hitherta  We 
went  on,  and  approached  a  district  more  favoured  by 
nature,  when,  having  passed  an  irregular  formation 
in  a  state  of  great  decomposition,  we  reached  about 
ten  o'clock  the  valley  Undn,  or  rather  a  branch-wddi 
of  the  chief  valley  of  that  name,  where  ddm-palms 
began  to  appear,  at  first  solitary  and  scattered  about, 
but  gradually  forming  a  handsome  grove,  particularly 
after  the  junction  with  the  chief  valley,  where  a 
thick  cluster  of  verdure,  formed  by  a  variety  of  trees, 
greeted  the  eye.  There  is  abo  a  village  of  the  name 
of  Undn,  lying  on  the  border  of  the  principal  valley 
a  little  higher  up ;  and  wells  occur  in  different  spots. 
But  the  valley  was  not  merely  rich  in  vegetation — it 

*  E&rfi  has  both  meanings,  bj  a  metaphor  easily  to  be  under* 
stood  ;  da-kdrfi  is  "  by  force." 
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was  the  richest  indeed  as  yet  seen  on  this  road — it 
was  also  enlivened  by  man ;  and  after  we  had  met  two 
I'ghdal^n  whom  I  had  known  in  A'gades,  we  passed  a 
large  troop  of  Ikddmawen,  who  were  busy  watering 
their  camels,  cattle,  and  goats  at  one  of  the  wells. 
We  also  saw  here  the  first  specimens  of  stone  houses, 
which  characterize  the  district  to  which  the  valley 
Undn  forms  the  entrance-hall,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression.  On  its  western  side  is  an  irregular  plain, 
where  a  division  of  the  salt-caravan  lay  encamped. 

Proceeding  then,  after  midday  we  passed  by  a  low 
white  cone  on  our  left,  after  which  the  valley,  with 
its  variety  of  vegetation,  and  animated  as  it  was  by 
numerous  herds  of  goats,  made  a  cheerful  impression. 
Here  the  remains  of  stone  dwellings  became  numerous; 
and  further  on  we  passed  an  entire  village  consisting 
of  such  houses,  which,  as  I  was  distinctly  informed, 
constituted  in  former  times  one  of  the  principal  set- 
tlements of  the  K^l-ger^s,  who  were  then  masters  of 
all  the  territory  as  far  as  the  road  to  A'gades.  The 
whole  valley  here  formed  a  thick  grove  of  diim-palms ; 
and  stone  houses,  entire  or  in  ruins,  were  scattered 
all  about.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we 
left  it  for  an  hour,  traversing  a  rocky  flat  with  a  low 
ridge  of  basalt  ranging  on  our  right,  when  we  de- 
scended again  into  the  diim-valley,  which  had  been 
winding  round  on  the  same  side,  and  encamped,  at 
half-past  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  midst 
of  very  wild  and  rank  vegetation  nourished  by  an  im- 
mense torrent  which  occasionally  rolls  its  floods  along 
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the  channel,  and  which  had  left,  on  the  stems  of  the 
bagganiwa-trees  with  which  it  was  lined,  evident  traces 
of  the  depth  which  it  may  sometimes  attain.  The  bed 
of  the  torrent  was  thickly  overgrown  with  wild  melons. 

Although  there  is  no  well  in  the  neighbourhood, 
we  were  to  stay  here  the  two  following  days,  in  order 
to  give  the  camels  a  good  feed.  A  well,  called  Tdnis- 
n-tdnode,  lies  lower  down  the  valley,  but  at  a  con- 
siderable distance.  The  valley  itself  runs  south- 
westward:  by  some  it  is  said  to  join  the  Erizar-n- 
Barg6t ;  but  this  seems  scarcely  possible.  Nume- 
rous flocks  of  wild  pigeons  passed  over  our  heads 
the  following  morning,  looking  for  water.  The  mo- 
notony of  the  halt  was  interrupted,  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  by  the  arrival  of  Hamma,  who  had  been  to 
A%sds,  and  by  that  of  Astdfidet,  the  young  titular 
K^l-owi  chief  residing  in  A'sodi,  among  whose  com- 
panions or  followers  was  a  very  intelligent  and  com- 
municative man  of  the  name  of  El  Hasdr,  who  gave 
me  a  great  deal  of  interesting  information.  All  the 
eminences  in  the  neighbourhood  consist  of  basaltic 
formation. 

Tnesday,  We  again  moved  on  a  little,  following 
December  24th.  ^^^  ^j^j^  Valley,  which  iu  somc  places  re- 
minded me  of  the  scenery  of  the  Upper  Nile,  the  only 
difl^erence  being  that  here  the  broad  sandy  bottom 
of  the  watercourse  takes  the  place  of  the  fine  river 
in  the  scenery  of  Nubia.  We  made  a  short  halt  on 
the  road,  in  order  to  supply  ourselves  with  water 
from   the  well   which  I  mentioned   before«     About 
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noon  the  fresh  fleshy  allwot,  which  had  not  been 
observed  by  us  for  several  days,  again  appeared,  to 
the  great  delight  of  the  camels,  which  like  it  more 
than  anything  else,  and,  having  been  deprived  of  it 
for  some  time,  attacked  it  with  the  utmost  greediness* 
Two  miles  and  a  half  further  on,  where  the  valley 
widened  to  a  sort  of  irregular  plain  with  several  little 
channels,  we  encamped;  there  was  a  profusion  of 
herbage  all  around. 

It  was  Christmas  eve ;  but  we  had  nothing  to  cele- 
brate it  with,  and  we  were  cast  down  by  the  sad  news 
of  the  appearance  of  the  cholera  in  Tripoli.  This  we 
had  learned  during  our  march,  from  a  small  caravan 
which  had  left  that  place  three  months  previously 
without  bringing  us  a  single  line,  or  even  as  much  as 
a  greeting.  The  eternal  bitter  "tiiwo"  was  to  be 
devoured  to-day  also,  as  we  had  no  means  of  adding 
a  little  festivity  to  our  repast. 

We  remained  here  the  two  following  days,  and 
were  entertained  on  the  morning  of  Christmas  day 
by  a  performance  of  Astdfidet's  musicians.  This  was 
a  somewhat  cheerful  holiday  entertainment,  although 
our  visitors  had  not  that  object  in  view,  but  merely 
plied  their  talents  to  obtain  a  present.  There  were 
only  two  of  them,  a  drummer  and  a  flutist;  and 
though  they  did  not  much  excel  the  other  virtuosi  of 
the  country,  whose  abilities  we  had  already  tested, 
nevertheless,  having  regard  to  the  occasion,  we  were 
greatly  pleased  with  them.  Here  I  took  leave  of  my 
best  K61-owi  friend,  H^mma,  a  trustworthy  man  in 
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every  respect — except,  perhaps,  as  regards  the  softer 
sex — and  a  cheerful  companion,  to  whom  the  whok 
mission,  and  I  in  particular,  were  under  great 
obligations.  He,  as  well  as  Mohammed  Bj^iji,  the 
youthful  grandson  of  A'miur,  who  accompanied  him 
on  this  occasion,  were  to  return  hence  with  Astifidet. 
in  order  to  assist  this  young  titular  prince  in  his  a^ 
duous  task  of  maintaining  order  in  the  country  during 
the  absence  of  the  old  chief  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  male  population  of  the  north-eastern  districts. 
They  were  both  cheerful,  though  they  felt  some 
sorrow  at  parting;  but  they  consoled  themselves 
with  the  hope  of  seeing  me  again  one  day.  But, 
poor  fellows,  they  were  both  doomed  to  fall  in  the 
sanguinary  struggle  which  broke  out  between  the 
K^-ger6s  and  the  K^l-owi  in  1854. 
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THE  BORDEB-REGION  OF   THE  DESERT.  —  THE   TAgImA. 

At  length  we  were  to  exchange  our  too  Yndaj, 
easy  wandering  for  the  rate  of  real  travel-  ^^^^*^*^^**- 
ling.  Early  in  the  morning  a  consultation  was  held 
with  the  elder  men  of  the  K^l-tdfidet,  who  had  come 
from  their  villages.  We  then  set  out,  taking  leave 
of  the  regions  behind  us,  and  looking  forward  with 
confidence  and  hope  to  the  unknown  or  half-known 
regions  before  us. 

The  valley  continued  to  be  well  clothed  with  a 
profusion  of  herbage,  but  it  was  closely  hemmed  in 
on  both  sides;  after  a  march,  however,  of  four  miles 
and  a  half,  it  widened  again  to  more  than  a  mile, 
and  began  gradually  to  lose  its  character  of  a  valley 
altogether;  but  even  here  the  all  wot  was  still  seen, 
although  of  a  stunted  and  dry  appearance.  We  then 
left  the  green  hollow,  which  is  the  valley  Barg6t,  and 
I  thought  we  should  now  enter  upon  the  Hammdda 
or  "  t^nere ; "  but  after  a  while  the  valley  again  ap- 
proached close  on  our  left.  To  my  disappointment, 
we  encamped  even  before  noon,  at  the  easy  northern 
slope  of  the  rocky  ground,  where  there  is  a  watering- 
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place  called  Aghdlle.     The  afternoon,  however,  passed 
away  very  pleasantly,  as  I  had  a  conversation  with 
the  old  chief,  who  honoured  me  with   a  visit,  and 
touched  on  many  points  of  the  highest  interest. 
Saturday,        Starting  at  a  tolerably  early  hour,  we 

December  28th.  j^^gj^  J^J  ^Jj^  gj^^p^  .    \y^^  ^q  SOOUer  had  WC 

reached  the  level  of  the  plain  than  we  halted,  beating 
the  drum  until  all  the  different  strings  of  camels  had 
come  up ;  we  then  proceeded.  At  first  the  plain  con- 
sisted almost  exclusively  of  gravel  overgrown  with 
herbage  and  allwot,  with  only  now  and  then  a  rock 
seen  projecting ;  but  gradually  it  became  more  peb- 
bly, and  was  then  intersected  by  a  great  many  low 
crests  of  rock  consisting  chiefly  of  gneiss.  We  gradu- 
ally ascended  towards  a  low  ridge  called  Abadi^rjen, 
remarkable  as  forming  in  this  district  the  northern, 
border  of  the  elevated  sandy  plain,  which  seems  to 
stretch  across  a  great  part  of  the  continent,  and 
forms  the  real  transition-land  between  the  roclgr 
wilderness  of  the  desert  and  the  fertile  arable  zone 
of  Central  Africa.  This  sandy  ledge  is  the  real  home 
of  the  giraffe  and  of  the  Antilope  leucoryx. 

Just  about  noon  we  entered  upon  this  district, 
leaving  the  rocky  range  at  less  than  a  mile  on  our 
left,  and  seeing  before  us  a  sandy  level  broken  only 
now  and  then  by  blocks  of  granite  thickly  over- 
grown with  the  "  knotted "  grass  called  bti-r^kkeba, 
and  dotted  with  scattered  talha-trees.  Two  miles 
further  on  we  encamped.  A  very  long  ear  of  g^ro 
(Pmnisetum  typhdideum)^  which  was  broken  from  a. 
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plant  growing  wild  near  the  border  of  the  path^ 
was  the  most  interesting  object  met  with  to-day, 
while  an  ostrich-egg,  though  accidentally  the  very 
first  which  we  had  yet  seen  on  this  journey,  afforded 
us  more  material  interest,  as  it  enabled  us  to  indulge 
our  palates  with  a  little  tasteful  hors  d'ceuvre^  which 
caused  us  more  delight,  perhaps,  than  scientific  tra- 
vellers are  strictly  justified  in  deriving  from  such 
causes.  Our  caravan  to-day  had  been  joined  by  Ga- 
j^re,  a  faithful  servant  of  A'nnur,  who  was  coming 
from  A'gades,  and  wlio,  though  a  stranger  at  the 
time,  very  shortly  became  closely  attached  to  me, 
and  at  present  figures  among  the  most  agreeable 
reminiscences  of  my  journey. 

When  we  started  we  were  surprised  at  g^nday, 
the  quantity  of  h4d  with  which  the  plain  ^^**"^^^  29th. 
began  to  be  covered.  This  excellent  plant  is  regarded 
by  the  Arab  as  the  most  nutritious  of  all  the  herbs  of 
the  desert,  for  the  camel ;  and  in  the  western  part  of 
that  arid  zone  it  seems  to  constitute  its  chief  food. 
Numerous  footprints  of  giraffes  were  seen,  besides 
those  of  gazelles  and  ostriches,  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  march  those  of  the  welwaiji,  the  large  and 
beautiful  antelope  called  leucoryx^  from  the  skin  of 
which  the  Taw&rek  make  their  large  bucklers.  Fur- 
ther on,  the  plain  presented  some  ups  and  downs, 
being  at  times  naked,  at  others  well  wooded  and  over- 
grown with  grass.  At  length,  after  a  good  day's 
march  we  encamped. 

To-day   we  made    the    acquaintance   of   another 
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Dative  of  Middle  Suddn,  the  name  of  which  plays  a 
very  important  part  in  the  nomenclature  of  articles 
of  the  daily  market  in  all  the  towns  and  villages. 
This  was  the  magarid  (called  by  the  Eantiri  ^^kiisola  **), 
a  middle-sized  tree  with  small  leaves  of  olive-green 
colour,  and  producing  a  fruit  nearly  equal  in  size  to 
a  small  cherry,  but  in  other  respects  more  resembling 
the  fruit  of  the  cornel  (Comus)^  and  of  light-brown 
colour.  This  fruit,  when  dried,  is  pounded  and  formed 
into  little  cakes,  which  are  sold  all  over  Hdusa  as 
"  tAwo-n-magarid,"  and  may  be  safely  eaten  in  small 
quantities  even  by  a  European,  to  allay  his  hunger 
for  a  while,  till  he  can  obtain  something  more  sub- 
stantial; for  it  certainly  is  not  a  very  solid  food, 
and  if  eaten  in  great  quantities,  has  a  very  mawkish 
taste. 

While  the  cattle  and  the  asses  went  on  already  in 
the  dark,  the  camels  were  left  out  during  the  night 
to  pick  up  what  food  they  could ;  but  early  in  the 
morning,  when  they  were  to  be  brought  back,  a  great 
many  of  A'nnur's  camels  could  not  be  found.  Here- 
upon the  old  chief  himself  set  his  people  an  example ; 
and  galloping  to  the  spot  where  their  traces  had 
been  lost,  he  recovered  the  camels,  which  were  brought 
in  at  an  early  hour.  Meanwhile,  however,  being  in- 
formed how  difficult  it  would  be  to  obtain  water  at 
the  well  before  us,  in  the  scramble  of  people  which 
was  sure  to  take  place,  I  arranged  with  Orerweg  that 
while  I  remained  behind  with  Mohammed  and  the 
things,  he  should  go  on  in  advance  with  the  GatnSni 
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and  Ibrahim  to  fill  the  waterskins;  and  we  after- 
wards had  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  this 
arrangement,  for  the  well,  though  spacious  and  built 
up  with  wood,  contained  at  the  time  but  a  very  mo- 
derate supply  of  muddy  water  for  so  large  a  number 
of  men  and  beasts.     Its  name  is  Terguldwen. 

This  locality,  desolate  and  bare  in  the  extreme,  is 
considered  most  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  con- 
tinual ghazzias  of  the  Awelimmiden  and  K^l-ger^, 
who  are  sure  to  surprise  and  carry  off  the  straggling 
travellers  who,  if  they  would  not  perbh  by  thirst, 
must  resort  to  this  well.  Our  whole  road  from  our 
encampment,  for  more  than  seven  hours  and  a  half, 
led  over  bare,  barren  sand-hills.  The  camping-ground 
was  chosen  at  no  great  distance  beyond  the  well,  in 
a  shallow  valley  or  depression  ranging  east  and  west, 
and  bordered  by  sand-hills  on  its  south  ^de,  with 
a  little  sprinkling  of  herbage.  The  wind,  which  came 
down  with  a  cold  blast  from  N.N.E.  was  so  strong, 
that  we  had  great  difficulty  in  pitching  the  tent. 

Last  day  of  1850.     A  cold  day,  and  a 

December  SlsL 

mountainous  country.  After  we  had 
crossed  the  sand-hills,  there  was  nothing  before  us 
but  one  flat  expanse  of  sand,  mostly  bare,  and  clothed 
with  trees  only  in  favoured  spots.  The  most  remark- 
able phenomenon  was  the  appearance  of  the  feathery 
bristle,  the  Pennisetum  disHchum^  which  on  the  road 
to  A'gades  begins  much  further  northwards.  In- 
deed, when  we  encamped,  we  had  some  difficulty  in 
finding  a  spot  free  from  this  nuisance,  though  of 
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course  the  strong  wind  carried  the  seeds  to  a  great 

distance.    All  our  enjoyment  of  the  last  evening  of  the 

old  year  centred  in  an  extra  dish  of  two  ostrich-eggs. 

This  mominff  the  condition  in  which 

January  Ist,  1851.  i  .  t 

the  people  composmg  the  caravan 
crawled  out  of  their  berths  was  most  miserable  and 
piteous ;  and  moreover  nobody  thought  of  starting 
early,  as  several  camels  had  been  lost.  At  length, 
when  the  intense  cold  began  to  abate,  and  when  the 
animals  had  been  found,  everybody  endeavoured  to 
free  himself  and  his  clothing  from  the  bristles,  which 
joined  each  part  of  his  dress  to  the  others  like  so  many 
needles ;  but  what  one  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  was 
immediately  carried  by  the  strong  wind  to  another, 
so  that  all  were  in  every  respect  peevish  when  they 
set  out  at  half-past  nine  o'clock.  Nevertheless  the 
day  was  to  be  a  very  important  one  to  me,  and  one 
on  which  princely  favour  was  to  be  shown  to  me  in 
a  most  marked  manner. 

I  have  remarked  above  that  on  the  day  I  started 
for  A'gades  the  old  chief  made  a  present  of  a  bullock 
to  the  other  members  of  the  mission ;  but  in  this 
present  I  myself  did  not  participate,  and  I  had  not 
yet  received  anything  from  him.  Perhaps  he  was 
sensible  of  this,  and  wanted  to  give  me  likewise  a 
proof  of  his  royal  generosity ;  but  I  am  afraid  he 
was  at  the  same  time  actuated  by  feelings  of  a  very 
diflferent  nature.  He  had  several  times  praised  my 
Turkish  jacket,  and  I  had  consoled  him  with  a  razor 
or  some  other  trifle ;   he  had  avowedly  coveted  my 
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warm  black  bermis,  and  had  effected,  by  his  frank 
intimations,  nothing  more  than  to  make  me  draw 
my  warm  clothing  closer  round  my  body.  In  order 
to  bear  the  fatigue  of  the  journey  more  easily,  he 
had  long  ago  exchanged  the  little  narrow  kigi  or 
m^heri-saddle  for  the  broad  pack-saddle,  with  a  load 
of  salt,  as  a  secure  seat. 

He  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  his  string,  while. I, 
mounted  upon  my  Bii-S^fi  (who,  since  the  loss  of  my 
m^heri,  had  once  more  become  my  favourite  saddle- 
horse),  was  riding  outside  the  caravan,  separated 
from  him  by  several  strings  of  camels.  He  called  me 
by  name ;  and  on  my  answering  his  call,  he  invited  me 
to  come  to  him  :.  to  do  this  I  had  to  ride  round  all  the 
strings.  At  length  I  reached  him.  He  began  to  com- 
plain of  the  intense  cold,  from  which  he  was  suffering 
so  acutely,  while  I  seemed  to  be  so  comfortable  in  my 
warm  clothes  ;  then  he  asked  if  the  ostrich-eggs  of 
yesterday  evening  had  pleased  us,  whereupon  I  told 
him  that  his  people  had  cheered  us  greatly  by  con- 
tributing, with  their  gift,  to  enable  us  to  celebrate 
our  chief  festival.  He  then  put  his  hand  into  his 
knapsack,  and  drawing  forth  a  little  cheese,  and 
lifting  it  high  up,  so  that  all  his  people  might  see  it, 
he  presented  the  princely  gift  to  me,  with  a  gracious 
and  condescending  air,  as  a  "  mdgani-n-ddri  '*  (a  re- 
medy against  the  cold),  words  which  T,  indeed,  was 
not  sure  whether  they  were  not  meant  ironically,  as 
an  intimation  that  I  had  withheld  from  him  the  real 
mdgani-n-ddri,  my  black  bermis. 
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We  were  gladdened  when,  about  noon,  the  plain 
became  clothed  with  brushwood,  and  after  a  while 
also  with  bii-r^kkeba.     Large  troops  of  ostriches  were 
seen, — once  a  whole  family,  the  parents  with  several 
young  ones  of  various  ages,  all  running  in  single  file 
one  after  the  other.     We  encamped  at  half-past  three 
in  the  afternoon,  on  a  spot  tolerably  free  from  ka- 
r^gia,  where  we  observed  a  great  many  holes  of  the 
fox,  the   fSnek,   or   naundwa   {MegaloUs  famelicus\ 
particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ant-hills.     There 
were   also  the  larger  holes  of  the  earth-hog  {Ory^ 
cteropus  ^thiopicus),  an  animal  which  never  leaves 
its  hole  in  the  daytime,  and  is  rarely  seen  even  by 
the  natives.     The  holes,  which  are  from  fourteen  to 
sixteen   inches  in  diameter,  and  descend  gradually, 
are  generally  made  with  great  accuracy. 

The  following  day,  the  country  during  the  first 
part  of  our  march  continued  rather  bare ;  but  after 
half-past  two  in  the  afternoon  it  became  richer  in 
trees  and  bushes,  forming  the  southern  zone  of  this 
sandy  inland  plateau,  which  admits  of  pastoral  settle- 
ments. The  elevation  of  this  plain  or  transition- 
zone  seems  to  be  in  general  about  two  thousand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  We  encamped  at  length 
in  the  midst  of  prickly  underwood,  and  had  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  before  we  could  clear  a  spot  for 
pitching  the  tent. 
Thnraday,  ^^^^  ^^^^  Setting  out  ou  our  march,  we 
Jaii«»iy2nd.  ^^^  ^  caravau  consisting  of  twenty  oxen 
laden  with  corn,  and  ftirther  on  passed  a  herd  of  cattle 
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belonging  to  the  Tagdma,— a  most  cheerftil  sight  to  us; 
We  then  encamped  before  ten  o'clock  a  little  beyond  a 
village  of  the  same  tribe,  which,  from  a  neighbouring 
well,  bears  the  name  In-asAmet.  The  village  consisted 
of  huts  exactly  of  the  kind  described  by  Leo ;  for 
they  were  built  of  mats  {atuore)  erected  upon  stalks 
(frasche)y  and  covered  with  hides  over  a  layer  of 
branches,  and  were  very  low.  Numbers  of  children 
and  cattle  gave  to  the  encampment  a  lively  aspect. 
The  well  is  rather  deep,  not  less  than  seventeen 
fathoms. 

We  had  scarcely  encamped,  when  we  were  visited 
by  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  village,  mounted  upon 
a  small  ill-looking  breed  of  horses.  They  proved  to 
be  somewhat  troublesome,  instigated  as  they  were  by 
curiosity,  as  well  as  by  their  begging  propensities; 
but  in  order  to  learn  as  much  as  possible,  I  thought 
it  better  to  sacrifice  the  comfort  of  my  tent,  and  con* 
verse  with  them.  They  were  generally  tall  men,  and 
much  fairer  than  the  K^l-owi ;  but  in  their  customs 
they  showed  that  they  had  fallen  off  much  from 
ancient  usages,  through  intercourse  with  strangers. 
The  women  not  only  made  the  first  advances,  but, 
what  is  worse,  they  were  offered  even  by  the  men, 
— their  brethren,  or  husbands.  Even  those  among 
the  men  whose  behaviour  was  least  vile  and  revolting, 
did  not  cease  urging  us  to  engage  with  the  women, 
who  failed  not  to  present  themselves  soon  afterwards. 
I  could  scarcely  be  taken  as  a  joke.  Some  of  the 
women  were  immensely  fat,  particularly  in  the  hinder 
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regions,  for  which  the  Tawdrek  have  a  peculiar  and 
expressive  name — tebiillod^n.      Their  features  were 
very  regular  and  their  skin  fair.     The  two  most  db- 
tinguished  amongst  them  gave  me  their  names  as 
Shab6  and  Tdmatu,  which  latter  word,  though  signi- 
fying "  woman  "  in  general,  may  nevertheless  be  also 
used  as  a  proper  name.     The  wealthier  among  them 
were  dressed  ]in  black  tiirkedi  and  the  z^nne ;   the 
poorer  in   white  cotton.     The  dress  of  most  of  the 
men  was  also  white ;  but  the  chief  peculiarity  of  the 
latter  was,  that  several  of  them  wore  their  hair  hang- 
ing down  in  long  tresses.     This  is  a  token  of  their 
being   Anislimen   or  Merdbetin   (holy  men),  which 
character  they  assume   notwithstanding  their  disso* 
lute  manners.     They  have  no  school,  but  pride  them- 
selves  on  having  a  mallem  appointed  at  their  mesdl- 
laje,  which  must  be  miserable  enough.     Having  once 
allowed   the   people   to  come  into  my  tent,  I  could 
not   clear  it  again   the  whole  day.     The  names  of 
the  more  respectable   among  the  men  -were  Kille, 
El   Khass^n,    Efdrret,    Chdy,    Rissa,   Khdndel,   and 
Amaghdr  (properly  "  the  Elder  ").     All  these  people, 
men  and  women,  brought  with  them  a  variety  of 
objects  for  sale  ;  and  I  bought  from  them  some  dried 
meat  of  the  welwaiji  {Antilope  leucoryx\  which  proved 
to  be  very  fine,  as  good  as  beef;  others,  however, 
asserted  that  it  was  the  flesh  of  the  "  rdkomi-n-ddwa  " 
or  giraffe. 

Hunting,  together  with  cattle-breeding,  is  the  chief 
occupation  of  the   Tagdma;    and  they  are  expert 
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enough  with  their  little  swift  horses,  to  catch  the 
large  antelope  as  well  as  the  giraffe.  Others  engage 
in  the  salt-trade,  and  accompany  the  K61-ger^  on 
their  way  to  Bflma,  without  however  following  them 
to  S6koto,  where,  for  the  reason  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently explain,  they  are  not  now  allowed  to  enter ; 
but  they  bring  their  salt  to  Kan6.  In  this  respect 
the  Tagdma  acknowledge  also,  in  a  certain  degree,  * 
the  supremacy  of  the  sultan  of  A'gades. 

Their  slaves  were  busy  in  collecting  and  pounding 
the  seeds  of  the  kar^ngia,  or  lizak  (Pennisetum  distU 
chum)j  which  constitutes  a  great  part  of  their  food* 
Whatever  may  be  got  here  is  procurable  only  with 
money, — .even  the  water  is  sold  —  the  water-skin  for 
a  zekka  of  millet ;  but  of  course  grain  is  here-  very 
much  cheaper  than  in  A'fr,  and  even  than  in  A'gades* 
Altogether  the  Tagdma*  form  at  present  a  very 
small  tribe,  able  to  muster,  at  the  utmost,  three  hun« 
dred  spears  ;  but  most  of  them  are  mounted  on 
horseback.  Formerly,  however,  they  were  far  more 
numerous,  till  Fbram,  the  father  of  the  present  chief, 
undertook,  with  the  assistance  of  the  K^-ger^s,  the 
unfortunate  expedition  against  S6koto  (then  governed 
by  Bello),  of  which  Clapperton  has  given  a  somewhat 


*  The  Tagama  were  said  by  some  of  our  informants  to  have 
come  from  J&net ;  but  I  was  not  able  to  confirm  this  piece  of  in- 
formation. However,  I  am  sure  that  they  belong  to  a  stock  settled 
in  these  regions  long  before  the  K^l-owf.  We  find  them  settled 
on  the  borders  of  Negroland  in  very  ancient  times.  Horneman, 
from  what  he  heard  about  them,  believed  them  tQ  be  Christians. 

VOL.  I.  MM 
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exaggerated  account.*  The  country  around  is  said 
to  be  greatly  infested  by  lions,  which  often  carry  off 
camels. 

Fridaj,  ^^^  setting  out  this  morning,  i^ter  the 
jtniury  4tiL  camcls  wcrc  all  laden  and  the  men  mounted, 
was  retarded  by  the  arrival  of  a  queen  of  the  desert, 
a  beauty  of  the  first  rank,  at  least  as  regarded  her 
'  dimensions.  The  lady,  with  really  handsome  features, 
was  mounted  upon  a  white  bullock,  which  snorted 
violently  under  his  immense  burden.  Nevertheless 
this  luxurious  specimen  of  womankind  was  sickly,  and 
required  the  assistance  of  the  tabib,  or  ^^  ne-meglin  f ," 
a  title  which  Overweg  had  earned  for  himself  by  his 
doctoring,  though  his  practice  was  rather  of  a  remark* 
able  kind ;  for  he  used  generally  to  treat  his  patients, 
not  according  to  the  character  of  their  sickness,  but 
according  to  the  days  of  the  week  on  which  they 
came.  Thus  he  had  one  day  of  calomel,  another  of 
Dover's  powder,  one  of  Epsom  salts,  one  of  magnesia, 
one  of  tartar  emetic :  the  two  remaining  days  being 
devoted  to  some  other  medicines ;  and  it  of  course 
sometimes  happened  that  the  man  who  suffered  from 
diarrhosa  got  Epsom  salts,  and  he  who  required  open- 
ing medicine  was  blessed  with  a  dose  of  Dover's  pow- 
der.  Of  course  my  friend  made  numerous  exceptions 
to  this  calendary  method  of  treating  disease,  when- 
ever time  and  circumstances  allowed  him  to  study 


*  Clopperton  and  DeDham's  Travels,  vol.  iL  p.  I07« 
t  The  Western  Taw&rek  call  the  doctor  "'anteafar." 
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more  fully  the  state  of  a  patient.  However,  in  the 
hurry  in  which  we  just  then  were,  he  could  scarcely 
make  out  what  the  imaginary  or  real  infirmity  of  this 
lady  was ;  and  I  cannot  say  what  she  got.  She  was 
certainly  a  woman  of  great  authority,  as  the  old  chief 
himself  was  full  of  kind  regards  and  deference  to  her. 
We  were  rather  astonished  that  he  exchanged  here 
his  brown  mare  for  a  lean  white  horse,  the  owners  of 
which  seemed,  with  good  reason,  excessively  delighted 
with  their  bargain. 

At  length  we  got  off,  proceeding  towards  the  land 
of  promise  in  an  almost  direct  southerly  course. 
After  three  miles'  march  the  thick  bush  "  dilu  "  made 
its  appearance  in  the  denser  underwood,  and  the 
country  became  more  hilly  and  full  of  ant-holes, 
while  in  the  distance  ahead  of  us,  a  little  to  our  left, 
a  low  range  became  viaiible,  stretching  east  and  west. 
Suddenly  the  ground  became  a  rocky  flat,  and  the 
whole  caravan  was  thrown  into  disorder.  We  did 
not  at  first  perceive  its  cause,  till  we  saw,  to  our  great 
astonishment,  that  a  steep  descent  by  a  regular  terrace 
was  here  formed,  at  least  a  hundred  feet  high,  which 
conducted  to  a  lower  level, — the  first  distinct  proof 
that  we  had  passed  the  Hammada.  The  vegetation 
here  was  different^  and  a  new  plant  made  its  appearance 
called  "  dgwau,"  a  middle-sized  bush  consisting  of  a 
dense  cluster  of  thick  branches  of  very  white  wood,  at 
present  without  leaves,  the  young  shoots  just  coming 
out ;  melons  also  were  plentiful  here,  but  they  had  no 
taste.     The  rocky  descent  only  extends  to  a  short 
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distance  towards  the  west,  when  it  breaks  off,  while 
on  our  left  it  stretched  far  to  the  south-east.  When 
we  had  kept  along  this  plain  for  a  little  more  than 
two  miles,  we  passed,  a  short  distance  on  our  right, 
a  large  pond  or  "  t^bki "  of  water,  called  "  Fdrak," 
spreading  out  in  a  hollow.  I  had  here  a  long  con- 
versation with  my  frolicsome  friend  Mohammed  A'n- 
nur's  cousin,  who  was  also  going  to  Suddn ;  I  told 
him  that  his  uncle  seemed  to  know  his  people  well, 
and  showed  his  wisdom  in  not  leaving  such  a  wanton 
youngster  as  himself  behind  him.  He  was,  as  usual, 
full  of  good  humour,  and  informed  me  that  A'nnur's 
troop  was  almost  the  first,  being  preceded  only  by 
the  caravan  of  Sdlah,  the  chief  of  Eg^Uat.  He 
prided  himself  again  on  his  exploits  in  the  late  ghaz- 
zia,  when  they  had  overtaken  the  E'fadaye  marauders 
in  Tdlak  and  Biigar^n.  Further  on  we  passed  the 
well  called  Farak,  which  was  now  dry,  and  encamped 
two  miles  beyond  it  in  a  district  thickly  overgrown 
with  kar^ngias. 
Saturday,  ^^  ^^^  scarccly  Started,  when  I  observed 
January  Sth.  ^^  entirely  new  species  of  plant,  which  is 
rather  rare  in  Central  Negroland,  and  which  I  after- 
wards met  in  considerable  quantities  along  the  north 
shore  of  the  so-called  Niger,  between  Timbiiktu  and 
Tosdye.  It  is  here,  in  Hdusa,  called  ^^  kumkiimmia,"  a 
euphorbia  growing  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  feet  in 
height,  and  is  very  poisonous;  indeed  hereabouts,  as  in 
other  districts  of  Central  Africa,  it  furnishes  the  chief 
material  with  which  arrows  are  poisoned.  The  principal 
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vegetation  consisted  of  "drza"  (a  species  of  laurel)  and 
dilu ;  and  further  on  parasitical  plants  were  seen,  but 
not  in  a  very  vigorous  state.  Altogether  the  country 
announced  its  fertility  by  its  appearance ;  and  a  little 
before  noon,  when  low  ranges  of  hills  encompassed  the 
view  on  both  sides,  and  gave  it  a  more  pleasant  cha- 
racter, we  passed,  close  on  our  left,  another  pastoral 
settlement  of  half  mat  and  half  leather  tents  *,  enli- 
vened by  numerous  cattle  and  flocks,  and  leaning 
against  a  beautiful  cluster  of  most  luxuriant  trees* 
But  more  cheerful  still  was  the  aspect  of  a  little  lake 
or  tank  of  considerable  extent,  and  bordered  all  around 
with  the  thickest  grove  of  luxuriant  acacias  of  the 
kind  called  "  bagganiwa,"  which  formed  overhead  a 
dense  and  most  beautiful  canopy.  This  little  lake  is 
called  "  Giimrek,"  and  was  full  of  cattle,  which  came 
hither  to  cool  themselves  in  the  shade  during  the  hot 
hours  of  the  day.  In  this  pleasant  scenery  we 
marched  along,  while  a  good  number  of  horsemen 
collected  around  us,  and  gave  us  a  little  trouble;  but 
I  liked  them  far  better,  with  their  rough  and  warlike 
appearance,  than  their  more  civilized  and  degraded 
brethren  of  the  day  before*  At  about  half-past  two 
we  encamped  on  the  border  of  a  dry  watercourse  with 
a  white  sandy  bed,  such  as  we  had  not  seen  for  a  long 
time.  But  here  we  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  new 
plant  and  a  new  nuisance ;  this  is  the  "  aid6,"  a  grass 


*  I  shall  describe  this  sort  of  tent  in  the  narrative  of  my  stay 
amongst  the  Western  Tawarek. 
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with  a  prickly  involucrum  of  black  colour,  and  at 
larger  size  and  stronger  prickles  than  the  kar^ngia 
(or  Pennisetum  distichum)^  and  more  dangerous  for 
naked  feet  than  for  the  clothes.  A  new  string  <rf 
camels  joined  us  here,  led  on  by  Mohammed  A'nnur. 

Sunday,  Wc  wcrc  greatly  surprised  at  the  appear- 
Jtmnaiy  6th.  q^^^q  ^f  ^jj^  weather  this  morning ;  the  sky 
Was  covered  with  thick  clouds,  and  even  a  light  rain 
fell  while  the  caravan  was  loading.  We  felt  some 
fear  on  account  of  the  salt ;  but  the  rain  soon  ceased. 
In  the  course  of  my  travels,  principally  during  my 
stay  in  Timbiiktu,  I  had  more  opportunities  of  ob- 
serving  these  little  incidental  rain-falls  of  the  cold 
season,  or  *^  the  black  nights,"  during  January  and 
February  ;  and  further  on,  as  occasion  oflPers,  I  shall 
state  the  result  of  my  observations. 

At  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  our  camping- 
ground,  the  aspect  of  the  country  became  greatly 
changed,  and  we  ascended  a  hilly  country  of  a  very 
remarkable  character,  the  tops  of  thfe  hills  looking  bare, 
and  partly  of  a  deep,  partly  of  a  greyish  black,  like 
so  many  mounds  of  volcanic  dibrisy  while  the  openings 
or  hollows  were  clothed  with  underwood.  Here  our 
companions  began  already  to  collect  wood  as  a  pro- 
vision for  the  woodless  corn-fields  of  Damerghii ;  but 
we  were  as  yet  some  distance  off.  Ascending  gradually, 
we  reached  the  highest  point  at  nine  o'clock,  while 
close  on  our  right  we  had  a  hill  rising  to  greater  eleva- 
tion ;  and  here  we  obtained  an  interesting  view — just 
as  the  sun  burst  through  the  clpuds  —  over  the  hilly 
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country  before  us,  through  which  a  bushy  depression 
ran  in  a  very  winding  course.  Along  this  tortuous 
thread  of  underwood  lay  our  path.  As  we  were  pro- 
ceeding, Ibrahim,  our  Furiwi  freeman,  who  was  a 
very  good  marksman  for  a  black,  brought  down  a 
large  lizard  (Draconina)  "  demm6,"  or,  as  the  Arabs 
call  it,  *'  wdrel,"  which  was  sunning  itself  on  a  tree  ; 
it  is  regarded  by  the  people  as  a  great  delicacy.  A 
little  before  noon  the  country  seemed  to  become  more 
open,  but  only  to  be  covered  with  rank  reeds  ten  feet 
high  —  quite  a  new  sight  for  us,  and  a  great  incon- 
venience to  the  camels,  which  stumbled  along  over 
the  little  hillocks  from  which  the  bunches  of  reeds 
shot  forth.  Further  on,  the  ground  (being  evidently 
very  marshy  during  the  rainy  season)  was  so  greatly 
torn  and  rent  by  deep  fissures,  that  the  caravan  was 
obliged  to  separate  into  two  distinct  parties.  The 
very  pleasant  and  truly  park-like  hilly  country  con- 
tinued nearly  unchanged  till  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when,  at  a  considerable  distance  on  our  left,  we 
got  sight  of  the  first  corn-fields  of  Damerghti,  be- 
longing to  the  villages  of  Kulak^rki  and  Banuw^lki. 
This  was  certainly  an  important  stage  in  our 
journey.  For  although  we  had  before  seen  a  few  small 
patches  of  garden-fields,  where  com  was  produced  (as 
in  Seltifiet,  A'uderas,  and  other  favoured  places),  yet 
they  were  on  so  small  a  scale  as  to  be  incapable  of 
sustaining  even  a  small  fraction  of  the  population ; 
but  here  we  had  at  length  reached  those  fertile  regions 
of  Central  Africa,  which  are  not  only  able  to  sustain 
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their  own  population,  but  even  to  export  to  foreign 
countries.  My  heart  gladdened  at  this  sight,  and  I 
felt  thankful  to  Providence  that  our  endeavours  had 
been  so  far  crowned  with  success ;  for  here  a  more 
promising  field  for  our  labours  was  opened,  which 
might  become  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  future 
history  of  mankind. 

We  soon  after  saw  another  village,  which  several  of 
our  companions  named  01al<Swa,  and  which  may  indeed 
be  so  called,  although  I  thought  at  th<B  time  they  ap- 
plied to  it  the  name  of  the  more  famous  place  further 
on,  with  which  they  were  acquainted ;  and  I  afterwards 
convinced  myself  that  such  was  really  the  case-  The 
country  became  open  and  level,  the  whole  ground 
being  split  and  rent  by  fissures.  While  I  was  in- 
dulging in  pleasing  reveries  of  new  discoveries  and 
successful  return,  I  was  suddenly  startled  by  three 
horsemen  riding  up  to  me  and  saluting  me  with  a 
"  Ld  ilah  M  AUah."  It  was  Dan  Tbra  (or  Tbrara,  the 
"  son  of  Ibrahim  "),  the  famous  and  dreaded  chief  of 
the  Tamizgida*,  whom  the  ruler  of  Tintellust  himself 
in  former  times  had  not  been  able  to  subdue,  but  had 
been  obliged  to  pay  him  a  sort  of  small  tribute  or 
transit-money,  in  order  to  secure  the  unmolested  pas- 
sage of  his  caravans  on  their  way  to  Suddn,  The 
warlike  chief  had  put  on  all  his  finery,  wearing  a 

*  This  name  means  "  the  mosque ; "  and  the  tribe,  apparently, 
has  formerly  been  settled  somewhere  in  a  town.  By  the  Arabs  it 
is  regarded  as  greatly  Arabicized,  and  is  even  called  *A'raba.  We 
shall  meet  another  tribe  of  the  same  name  in  the  West. 
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handsome  blue  bemiis,  with  gold  embroidery,  over  a 
rich  Suddn  tobe,  and  was  tolerably  well  mounted.  I 
answered  his  salute,  swearing  by  Allah  that  I  knew 
Allah  better  than  he  himself,  when  he  became  more 
friendly,  and  exchanged  with  me  a  few  phrases,  asking 
me  what  we  wanted  to  see  in  this  country.  He  then 
went  to  take  his  turn  with  Mr.  Richardson.  I  plainly 
saw  that  if  we  had  not  been  accompanied  by  A'nnur 
himself,  and  almost  all  our  luggage  sent  on  in  advance, 
we  should  have  had  here  much  more  serious  col- 
loquies. 

After  having  ascended  a  little  from  the  lower 
ground,  where  evidently,  during  the  rains,  a  large 
sheet  of  water  collects,  and  having  left  on  our  right  a 
little  village  surrounded  by  stubble-fields,  we  passed 
along  the  western  foot  of  the  gently  sloping  ground 
on  whose  summit  lies  the  village  ("dngwa")  SAmmit. 
It  was  past  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when  we  en- 
camped upon  an  open  stubble-field,  and  we  were  greatly 
cheered  at  observing  here  the  first  specimen  of  in- 
dustry  in  a  good  sense, — for  of  industry  in  a  bad 
sense  the  Tagdma  had  already  given  us  some  proof. 
As  soon  as  we  were  dismounted,  two  muscular  blacks, 
girded  with  leather  aprons  round  their  loins,  came 
bounding  forward,  and  in  an  instant  cleared  the  whole 
open  space  around  us,  while  in  a  few  minutes  several 
people,  male  and  female,  followed,  offering  a  variety 
of  things  for  sale,  such  as  millet,  beans  (of  two 
sorts),  and  those  cakes  called  dod6wa,  which  were 
duly  appreciated  by  the  late  Captain  Clapperton  for 
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the  excellent  soup  made  of  them.     Of  thdr  pr^>ara- 
tion  I  shall  speak  when  we  meet  the  first  tree  <^  that 
species,  the  dordwa — the  name  of  the  cake  and  that 
of  the  tree  being  distinguished  by  the  change   of 
a  consonant.     The  cakes   obtained  here,   however, 
as  I  afterwards  learned,   were  of  a  most   inferior 
and  spurious  character— of  that  kind  called  "  dod6wa- 
n-b6sso"  in  Hdusa,  and  in  some  districts  "ydkwa." 
We  felt  here  the  benefit  of  civilization  in  a  most  pal- 
pable way,  by  getting  most  excellent  chicken-broth 
for  our  supper.     Our  servants,  indeed,  were  oooking 
the  whole  night. 

Monday,  There  were  again  a  few  drops  of  r^n 
janmtry  7th.  £jj  ^j^^  moming.  Soou  after  starting,  we 
were  greeted  by  the  aspect  of  a  few  green  kitchen- 
gardens,  while  we  were  still  gradually  ascending.  On 
reaching  the  highest  level,  we  obtained  a  sight  of  the 
mountains  of  Damerghii  ("diiwatsu  n  Damerghii,''  as 
they  are  called),  a  low  range  stretching  parallel  with 
the  road  towards  the  east,  while  ahead  of  us  and 
westward,  the  country  was  entirely  open,  resembling 
one  unbroken  stubble-field.  Having  crossed  a  hollow 
with  a  dry  pond  and  some  trees,  we  had  at  about 
eight  o'clock  a  village  close  on  our  right,  where,  for 
the  first  time,  I  saw  that  peculiar  style  of  architecture 
which,  with  some  more  or  less  important  varieties, 
extends  through  the  whole  of  Central  AMca. 

These  huts,  in  as  far  as  they  are  generally  erected 
entirely  with  the  stalks  of  the  Indian  corn,  almost 
without  any  other  support  except  that  derived  from 
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the  feeble  branches  of  the  Asdepias  gigantea^  certainly 
do  not  possess  the  solidity  of  the  huts  of  the  villages 
of  A'sben,  which  are  supported  by  a  strong  framework 
of  branches  and  young  trees ;  but  they  greatly  surpass 
them  in  cleanliness,  on  account  of  the  large  avail- 
able supply  of  the  light  material  of  which  they  are 
built.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  district  depend  in  a  great  measure  for 
their  fuel  too  upon  the  stalks  of  the  Indian  corn. 
The  huts  in  general  are  lower  than  those  in  A'sben, 
and  are  distinguished  from  them  entirely  by  the 
curved  top  of  the  thatched  roof,  which  sustains  the 
whole.  In  examining  these  structures,  one  cannot 
but  feel  surprised  at  the  great  similarity  which  they 
bear  to  the  huts  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of 
Latium,  such  as  they  are  described  by  Vitruvius 
and  other  authors,  and  represented  occasionally  on 
terra-cotta  utensils,  while  the  name  in  the  Bornu  or 
Kamiri  language,  "  k6si,"  bears  a  remarkable  resem- 
blance to  the  Latin  name  "  casa,"  however  accidental 
it  may  be.  It  is  still  more  remarkable  that  a  similar 
name,  "kiide,"  is  given  to  a  cottage  in  the  Tamil 
and  other  Asiatic  languages. 

More  remarkable  and  peculiar  than  the  huts,  and 
equally  new  and  interesting  to  us,  as  the  most  evi- 
dent symptom  of  the  great  productiveness  of  this 
country,  were  the  little  stacks  of  com  scattered  among 
the  huts,  and  in  reality  consisting  of  nothing  but  an 
enormous  basket  made  of  reeds,  and  placed  upon  a 
scaffold  of  thick  pieces  of  wood  about  two  feet  high. 
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in  order  to  protect  the  corn  against  the  "  kiisu  "  and 
the  **gard"  (the  mouse  and  the  ant),  and  covered 
over  on  the  top  with  a  thatched  roof,  like  that  of 
the  huts,*  Of  these  little  corn-stacks  we  shall  find 
some  most  interesting  architectural  varieties  in  the 
course  of  our  travels.  The  "gard,"  or  white  ant 
{Termea  fatalis\  is  here  the  greatest  nuisance,  being 
most  destructive  to  the  corn  as  well  as  to  all  softer 
kinds  of  house-furniture,  or  rather  to  the  houses  them- 
selves. Every  possible  precaution  must  be  taken 
against  it.  The  "kiisu,"  or  mouse,  abounds  here 
in  great  numbers,  and  of  several  species :  particularly 
frequent  is  the  jerb6a  (dipus\  which  for  the  traveller 
certainly  forms  a  very  pleasant  object  to  look  at  as 
it  jumps  about  on  the  fields,  but  not  so  to  the  native, 
who  is  anxious  about  his  corn. 

While  reflecting  on  the  feeble  resistance  which  this 
kind  of  architecture  must  necessarily  ofier  in  case  of 
conflagration,  particularly  as  water  is  at  so  great  a 
distance,  I  perceived  almost  opposite  to  this  little 
hamlet  a  larger  one  called  Mdja,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  road,  and  shaded  by  some  thorn-trees.  From 
both  villages  the  people  came  forth  to  ofl^er  cheese  and 
Indian  corn  for  sale.  They  differed  widely  from  the 
fanatical  people  among  whom  we  had  been  travelling ; 
most  of  them  were  pagans  and  slaves.  Their  dress 
was  mean  and  scanty ;  this  of  course  is  an  expensive 
article  in  a  country  where  no  cotton  is  produced,  and 

*  A  representation  of  such  a  stack  of  corn  id  given  in  the  next 
volume. 
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where  articles  of  dress  can  only  be  obtained  in  ex- 
change for  the  produce  of  the  country.  On  a  field 
near  the  path  the  Guinea  corn  was  still  lying  un- 
threshed,  though  the  harvest  had  been  collected  two 
months  before.  The  threshing  is  done  with  long 
poles.  The  whole  of  Damerghti  produces  no  durra 
or  sorghum,  but  only  millet  or  Pennisetum  typhcHdeumj 
and  all,  as  far  as  I  know,  of  the  white  species. 

Further  on,  the  stubble-fields  were  pleasantly  in* 
terrupted  by  a  little  pasture-ground,  where  we  saw  a 
tolerably  large  herd  of  cattle.  Then  followed  a  tract 
of  country  entirely  covered  with  the  monotonous 
Asclepiaa  gigantea^  which  at  present  is  useful  only  as 
aflfbrding  materials  for  the  framework  of  the  thatched 
roofs,  or  for  fences.  It  is  worthless  for  fuel,  al- 
though the  pith  is  employed  as  tinder.  The  milky 
juice  (which  at  present  is  used  by  the  pagan  natives, 
«8  far  as  I  know,  only  to  ferment  their  giya,  and 
which  greatly  annoys  the  traveller  in  crossing  the 
fields,  as  it  produces  spots  on  the  clothes,  and  even 
injures  the  hair  of  the  horses)  might  become  an  im- 
portant article  of  trade.  The  cattle,  at  least  in 
districts  where  they  have  not  good  pasturage,  feed 
on  the  leaves  of  the  asclepias. 

We  were  gradually  ascending,  and  reached  at  about 
a  quarter-past  ten  o'clock  the  summit  of  a  rising 
ground,  the  soil  of  which  consisted  of  red  clay.  Al- 
together it  was  an  undulating  country,  appearing 
rather  monotonous,  from  its  almost  total  want  of 
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trees,  bat  nevertheless  of  the  highest  interest  to  ooe 
just  arrived  from  the  arid  regions  of  the  north. 

Having  passed  several  detached  farms,  which  left 
a  very  agreeable  impression  of  security  and  peaceful- 
ness,  we  came  upon  a  group  of  wells,  some  dry,  but 
others  well  fiUed,  where  besides  cattle  a  good  many 
horses  were  led  to  water — a  cheerful  and  to  us  quite 
a  novel  sight ;  many  more  were  seen  grazing  around 
on  the  small  patches  of  pasture-ground  which  iDte^ 
rupted  the  stubble-fields,  and  some  of  them  were 
in  splendid  condition  ^-strong  and  well-fed,  and  with 
fine  sleek  coats;  all  of  them  were  of  brown  colour. 
But  there  was  another  object  which  attracted  our 
attention :  the  trough  at  the  well  was  formed  of  & 
tortoiseshell  of  more  than  two  feet  in  length;  and 
on  inquiry  we  learnt  that  this  animal,  of  a  large  wze, 
is  not  at  all  rare  in  this  district.  It  was  already 
mentioned,  as  common  in  these  regions,  by  the  fe- 
mous  Andalusian  geographer  El  Bekri. 

Villages,  stubble-fields,  tracts  covered  with  tun- 
fdfia  (the  Asclepias)^  detached  farms,  herds  of  cattle 
mnd  troops  of  horses  tranquilly  grazing,  succeeded 
each  other,  while  the  country  continued  undulating, 
and  was  now  and  then  intersected  by  the  dry  bed  of 
a  watercourse.  Having  passed  two  divisions  of  the 
dir,  or  diri,  which  had  preceded  us,  and  had  encamped 
near  some  villages,  we  obtained  quite  a  new  sight— 
a  large  quadrangular  place  caUed  Dam-m%aj  i(pro- 
perly  Dan  Mdgaji,  "  the  son  of  the  lieutenant,"  after 
whom  it  is  called),  surrounded  with  a  clay  walli 
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spreading  out  at  a  short  distance  on  our  left^  while 
in  the  distance  before  us  in  the  direction  of  Zinder, 
a  high  cone  called  Zozdwa  became  visiUe,  Leaving 
a  village  of  considerable  size  on  out  right,  at  a 
quarter  to  three  o'clock  we  reached  a  small  hamlet, 
from  which  numbers  of  people  were  hurrying  for- 
ward, saluting  us  in  a  friendly  and  cheerful  manner, 
and  informing  us  that  this  was  Tdgelel,  the  old 
chiefs  property.  We  now  saw  that  the  village  con- 
sisted of  two  distinct  groups  separated  from  each 
other  by  a  cluster  of  four  or  five  tsdmias  or  tamarind* 
trees — the  first  poor  specimens  of  this  magnificent 
tree,  which  is  the  greatest  ornament  of  Negroland. 

Our  camping-ground  was  at  first  somewhat  un- 
comfortable and  troublesome,  it  being  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  take  all  possible  precautions  against  the 
dreadful  little  foe  that  infests  the  ground  wherever 
there  is  arable  land  in  Suddn — the  white  ant;  but 
we  gradually  succeeded  in  making  ourselves  at  home 
and  comfortable  for  the  next  day's  halt. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  following  day  was  spent 
in  receiving  visits.  The  first  of  these  was  interesting, 
although  its  interest  was  diminished  by  the  length 
to  which  it  was  protracted.  The  visitor  was  a  gallant 
freeborn  Ikdzkezan,  of  a  fine  though  not  tall  figure, 
regular,  well-marked  features,  and  fair  complexion, 
which  at  once  bespoke  his  noble  birth ;  he  was  clad 
in  a  very  good  red  bernds,  of  the  value  of  70,000 
kurdi  in  Kan6,  and  altogether  was  extremely  neatly 
and  well  dressed*    He  came  first  on  horseback  with 
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two  companions  on  camels,  but  soon  sent  his  horse 
and  companions  away,  and  squatted  down  in  my 
tent,  apparently  for  a  somewhat  long  talk  with  me; 
and  he  remained  with  me  for  full  three  hours.  But 
he  was  personally  interesting,  and  a  very  fine  spe- 
cimen of  his  tribe ;  and  the  interest  attaching  to  his 
person  was  greatly  enhanced  by  his  having  accom- 
panied the  expedition  against  the  Weldd  Slimdn, 
which  none  of  our  other  friends  the  K61-owi  had  done. 
On  this  account  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  find  that  his 
statements  confirmed  and  corroborated  the  general 
reports  which  we  had  heard  before.  He  was  all  ad- 
miration at  the  large  fortification  which,  as  soon  as 
they  heard  that  the  Tawdrek  intended  an  expedition 
against  them,  the  Arabs  had  constructed  at  K&kiwa, 
on  the  shore  of  lake  Tsdd  (carrying  trees  of  immense 
size  from  a  great  distance),  and  where  they  had  re- 
mained for  two  months  awaiting  the  arrival  of  their 
enraged  foe.  He  expressed  his  opinion  that  nothing 
but  the  Great  God  himself  could  have  induced  them 
to  leave  at  length  such  a  secure  retreat  and  impreg- 
nable stronghold,  by  crazing  their  wits,  and  con- 
founding their  understajidings.  I  also  learnt  that 
these  daring  vagabonds  had  not  contented  themselves 
with  taking  away  all  the  camels  of  the  K^l-owi  that 
came  to  Bilma  for  salt,  but,  crossing  that  most  de- 
solate tract  which  separates  Kawdr  or  H^nderi  Tedd 
(the  T6bu  countr}^)  from  A'ir,  pursued  the  former  as 
far  as  Agwdu. 

At  the  time  I  conversed  with  my  Ikdzkezan  friend 
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about  this  subject  I  was  not  yet  aware  how  soon  I 
was  to  try  my  fortune  with  the  shattered  remains  of 
that  Arab  horde,  although  its  fate  had  formed  an 
object  of  the  highest  interest  to  the  expedition  from 
the  beginning.  As  for  ourselves,  my  visitor  was 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  history  of 
our  proceedings ;  and  he  was  persuaded  that,  out  of 
any  material,  we  were  able  to  make  what  we  liked, 
but  especially  fine  berniises, — an  opinion  which  gave 
rise  to  some  amusing  conversation  between  us. 

This  interesting  visitor  was  succeeded  by  a  great 
many  tiresome  people,  so  that  I  was  heartily  glad 
when  Overweg,  who  had  made  a  little  excursion  to  a 
great  pond  of  stagnant  water,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
of  Fardra,  the  residence  of  M&kita,  returned,  and, 
lying  outside  the  little  shed  of  tanned  skins,  which 
was  spread  over  his  luggage,  drew  the  crowd  away 
from  my  tent.  Overweg,  as  well  as  Ibrahim,  who 
had  accompanied  him,  had  shot  several  ducks,  which 
afforded  us  a  good  supper,  and  made  us  support  with 
some  degree  of  patience  the  trying  spectacle  of  a 
long  procession  of  men  and  women  laden  with  eat- 
ables, passing  by  us  in  the  evening  towards  the 
camping-ground  of  the  chief,  while  not  a  single  dish 
found  its  way  to  us  ;  and  though  we  informed  them 
that  they  were  missing  their  way,  they  would  not 
understand  the  hint,  and  answered  us  with  a  smile. 
Many  severe  remarks  on  the  niggardliness  of  the 
old  chief  were  that  evening  made  round  our  fire. 
While  music,  dancing,   and   merriment  were  going 
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on  in  the  village,  a  solitary  "  iQaim61o"  found  liis  my 
to  us,  to  console  the  three  forsaken  travellers  from  a 
foreign  land,  by  extolling  them  to  the  skies,  and 
representing  them  as  special  ministers  of  the  Al- 
mighty. 

Wednesday.  To-day  I  began  a  list  of  the  principal 
January  8th.  f^yg^^  ^ud  vilkgcs  of  Dam-crghti,  which  I 
shall  now  give  as  it  was  corrected  and  completed  by 
my  subsequent  inquiries ;  but  first  I  shall  make  a  few 
general  observations, 

A'lr,  or  rather  A'sben,  as  we  have  seen  above,  was 
originally  inhabited  by  the  G6ber  race, — that  is  to  say, 
the  most  noble  and  original  stock  of  what  is  now,  by 
the  natives  themselves,  called  the  Hdusa  nation ;  but 
the  boundaries  of  A'sben  appear  not  to  have  originally 
included  the  district  of  Dam-erghti,  as  not  even  those 
of  A'ir  do  at  the  present  day,  Dam-erghii  being  con- 
sidered as  an  outlying  province,  and  the  granary  of 
A'Ir.      On   the  contrary,   the  name   of  Dam-erghii 
(which  is  formed  of  the  same  root  as  the  names  Daw- 
erghii,  Gam-erghii,  and  others,  all  lying  round  B<Srnu 
Proper)  seems  to  show  that  the  country  to  which  it 
applied  belonged  to  the   Kaniiri  race,  who  are  in 
truth  its  chief  occupants  even  at  the  present  day,  the 
B6rnu  population  being  far  more  numerous  than  the 
Hausa ;  and  though  a  great  many  of  them  are  at  pre- 
sent reduced  to  a  servile  condition,  they  are  not  im- 
ported slaves,  as  Mr.  Richardson  thought,  but  most 
of  them  are  serfs  or  praedial  slaves,  the  original  in- 
habitants of  the  country.     It  is  true  that  a  great 
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many  of  the  names  of  the  villages  in  Dam-erghii  be- 
long to  the  Hdusa  language ;  but  these  I  coneeive  to 
be  of  a  former  date.  The  district  extends  for  about 
sixty  miles  in  length,  and  forty  in  breadth.  It  is 
altogether  an  undulating  country  of  very  fertile  soil, 
capable  of  maintaining  the  densest  population,  and 
was  in  former  times  certainly  far  more  thickly  in- 
habited than  at  present.  The  bloody  wars  carried  on 
between  the  B6mu  king  *Ali  *Omdrmi  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  sultan  of  A'gades  and  the  Tawdrek 
of  A'ir  on  the  other,  must  have  greatly  depopulated 
these  border  districts. 

In  giving  a  list  of  the  principal  villages  of  this 
•region,  I  shall  first  mention  five  places  which  owe 
their  celebrity  and  importance,  not  to  their  size  or 
the  number  of  their  inhabitants,  but  rather  to  their 
political  rank,  being  the  temporary  residences  of  the 
chie&. 

I  name  first  Kiila-n-k^rki  —  not  the  village  men- 
tioned above  as  being  seen  in  the  distance,  but  another 
place  half-a-day's  journey  (*'w6eni,"  as  the  Hdusa 
people  say)  east  from  Tdgelel — of  considerable  size, 
and  the  residence  of  the  chief  Miisa,  who  may  with 
some  truth  be  called  master  of  the  soil  of  Dam-ergh{i, 
and  is  entitled  serki-n-Dam-erghd  in  the  same  sense 
in  which  Mazdwaji  was  formerly  called  serki-n-A'sben ; 
and  to  him  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  with  the 
sole  exception  of  the  people  of  the  three  other  chiefs, 
have  to  do  homage  and  present  offerings. 
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01al6wa,  about  three  miles  or  three  miles  and  a  half 
S.W.  of  T&gelel,  is  rather  smaller  than  Kiila-n-k^rid. 
It  is  the  residence  of  Mazdwaji,  a  man  of  the  same 
family  as  A'nnur,  who,  till  a  short  time  before  our 
arrival  in  A'ir,  was  "  aman6kal-n-K61-owi,"  residing 
in  A'sodi,  in  the  place  of  Astd6det.  Though  he  has 
left  A'ir  voluntarily,  he  still  retains  the  title  "  serki- 
n-Kel-owi,7  and  is  a  friendly  and  benevolent  old  man. 
01al6wa  has  a  market-place  provided  with  rdnfona, 
or  ninfas  (sheds),  where  a  market  is  held  every  Sun- 
day ;  but  it  is  not  well  attended  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  other  places,  owing  to  the  fear  entertained  of 
Mazdwaji's  slaves,  who  seem  (mild  as  their  master  is) 
to  be  disposed  to  violence. 

Fardra,  the  residence  of  MAkita  or  Fmkiten,  the 
man  who  played  the  chief  part  during  the  inter- 
regnum, or  rather  the  reign  of  anarchy,  in  A'sben, 
before  the  installation  of 'Abd  el  Kdder  It  is  situate 
about  two  miles  from  Tdgelel,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road  which  we  were  to  take,  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  at 
the  foot  of  which  is  a  very  extensive  lagoon  of  water^ 
from  which  the  inhabitants  of  Tdgelel  also,  and  of 
many  surrounding  villages,  draw  their  supply. 

Tdgelel,  the  residence  of  A'nnur,  although  of  small 
size  (the  two  groups  together  containing  scarcely  more 
than  a  hundred  and  twenty  cottages),  is  nevertheless 
of  great  political  importance  in  all  the  relations  of  this 
distracted  country. 

Here  also  I  will  mention  Dankdmsa,  the  residence 
of  an  influential  man  of  the  name  of  U'mma,  which  in 
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a  certain  respect  enjoys  the  same  rank  as  the  four 
above-named  villages.* 

I  will  also  add  in  this  place  the  little  which  I  was 
able  to  learn  about  the  mixed  settlements  of  Tawdrek 
and  black  natives  between  Dam-erghii  and  Miiniyo. 
As  these  places  are  the  chief  centres  whence  proceed 
the  predatory  excursions  which  are  carried  on  con- 
tinually against  the  northern  districts  of  B6rnu,  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  them  is  not  easily  obtained. 
The  chief  among  them  is  the  principality  of  Aldkkos 

•  Besides  these  I  learnt  the  names  of  the  following  places  of 
Dam-erghu : — Nimin^ka,  G6mtu,  Sab6n-gari,  D&gabi,  Dagdbitdng, 
Biri-n-bdga ;  Kuf  kuf  (called  Kobkob  by  Mr.  Richardson  in  the 
itinerary  which,  on  his  first  journey  to  Ghdt,  he  forwarded  to 
Government*),  in  the  W.,  with  a  lake  of  very  great  dimensions ; 
Bab^-n-birni,  a  place  which  I  think  in  former  times  has  been  the 
chief  town  of  the  district ;  Kay&wa,  Da-n-kumbu,  Da-n-g^rki^  Mark6 
(a  very  common  name  in  Central  Suddn) ;  Zozawa,  at  the  foot  of  the 
high  cone  of  the  same  name  mentioned  above  ;  Lekari,  also  S, ; 
Dammdgaji,  the  place  mentioned  above;  NgdUmata,  N.;  Ng61-gan6, 
Ng61-kal^^  Baaw61ki,  Gag&wa,  Earlkaa,  Keshir-keshir,  Damm6- 
kochi,  Nak^fadang,  Damm^le,  Gay^-guy4  Eabiwa,  F6keni,  Gtoa- 
kay,  Bururu^  Gdngard,  Tdgelel-ta-Dagabi  (different  from  A'nnur's 
residence) ;  Mary^atdngh,  Kus^mmetdngh  (both  these  places 
are  Taw&rek  settlements) ;  Maizdki,  M^emri,  Malenkdderi  (prop. 
Mallem  E&deri),  Cbirrim,  Esdwi,  Miisheri,  Mdsajd,  Aikauri, 
Addankdlle,  J^magu-Gomaig^ne,  Lama,  Hdmedan,  Eardza,  Al- 
ktire,  Dantdnka,  Agw&,  Makdrari,  Kasalliya,  Fdrag,  Gamaran, 
Ungwa  S&mmit,  Yesiya-N^dar,  Chilim-p6tuk  (N.  of  Kulank^rki), 
Ginndri,  Golmaija,  Efinkur6  (the  tortoise),  Bdya-n-Duchi  (a  vil- 
lage so  called  on  account  of  its  being  situated  behind  a  hillock  or 
rocky  eminence,  and  the  birthplace  of  the  chief  Miisa),  Dakdri, 
Majd,  GiUnir&m,  Maih&nkuba. 

•  by  />,  and /(or  rather/)^,)))  are  frequently  interchanged  in 
all  the  dialects  of  the  Central  African  languages. 
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or  EUkwas*,  about  three  (l<mg)  days  N.E.  from  Zin- 
der,  and  two  from  Giire,  the  present  residence  of 
Maniy6ma.  The  ruling  class  in  this  sequestered  haunt 
of  robbers  and  freebooters  seems  to  belcmg  to  the 
tribe  of  the  Tag^ma;  and  the  name  of  the  present 
chief  is  Al)ii-Bakr,  who  can  lead  into  the  field  perhaps 
two  hundred  horsmnen.  The  chief  place  bears  the 
same  namp  as  the  whole  principality;  and  bendes 
it  there  are  but  a  few  small  places,  among  which  I 
learnt  the  name  of  D^ucha.  Aldkkos  is  celebrated 
among  the  hungry  inhabitants  of  the  desert,  on  ac- 
count of  its  grain ;  and  in  the  desert-song,  the  verse 
which  celebrates  the  horse  of  Taw4t,  is  followed  by 
another  one  celebrating  the  grain  of  Aldkkos,  "  tidak 
Eldkwas." 

Quite  apart  seems  to  be  a  place  called  G&yim,  which 
is  governed  by  a  chief  called  Kdmmedan ;  and  I  know 
not  whether  another  place  called  Edrbo  be  comprised 
in  the  same  principality  or  not.  These  are  the  great 
haunts  of  the  freebooters,  who  infest  the  border  dis- 
tricts,  from  Dam-erghii  to  the  very  heart  of  Kdnem. 
Thmdar,  Thls    was    the    great    market-day  in 

janiMry  Jth.  x^clcl,  on  which  accouut  our  departure 
was  put  ofi^  till  the  following  day ;  but  the  market  did 
not  become  thronged  until  a  late  hour.  I  went  there 
in  the  afternoon.  The  market-place,  which  was  about 
800  yards  distant  from  our  encampment,  towards 
the  west,  upon  a  small  hilly  eminence,  was  provided 

*  There  can  scarcelj  be  anj  doubt  that  this  place  has  some  con* 
nection  with  the  tribe  of  Uasgwas  mentioned  bj  Corippus. 
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with  several  sheds  or  ninfas.  The  articles  laid  out 
for  sale  consisted  of  cotton  (which  was  imported), 
tobacco,  ostrich-eggs,  cheese,  mats,  ropes,  nets,  earthen- 
ware, pots,  gdras  (or  drinking-vessels  made  of  the 
Ctwurhita  ovifera  and  C.  lagenaria)  and  k6rios  (or 
vessels  made  of  a  fine  sort  of  reed,  for  containing 
fluids,  especially  milk)  ;  besides  these  there  were  a 
tolerable  supply  of  vegetables,  and  two  oxen,  for  sale. 
The  buyers  numbered  about  a  hundred » 

In  the  afternoon  two  magozdwa,  or  pagans,  in  a 
wild  and  fanciful  attire  (the  dry  leaves  of  Indian  corn 
or  sorghum  hanging  down  from  their  barbarous  head- 
dress, and  from  the  leather  apron  which  was  girt 
round  their  loins  and  richly  ornamented  with  shells  and 
bits  of  coloured  cloth),  danced  in  front  of  our  tents 
the  "  devil's  dance ''  —  a  performance  of  great  interest 
in  regard  to  the  ancient  pagan  customs  of  these  coun- 
tries, and  to  which  I  may  have  occasion  to  revert 
when  I  speak  about  Dod6,  or  the  evil  spirit,  and  the 
representation  of  the  souls  of  the  dead. 

Tdgelel  was  a  very  important  point  for  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  mission  on  several  accounts.  For  here  we 
had  reached  the  lands  where  travellers  are  able  to 
proceed  singly  on  their  way ;  and  here  Overweg  and 
I  were  to  part  from  Mr.  Richardson,  on  account  of  the 
low  state  of  our  finances,  in  order  to  try  what  each  of 
us  might  be  able  to  accomplish  single-handed  and 
without  ostentation,  till  new  supplies  should  arrive 
from  home.  Here,  therefore,  the  first  section  of  my 
narrative  will  most  appropriately  terminate. 
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I. — Route  from  A'gades  to  S<5koto. 

Day. 

Ist  Leaving  A'gades  in  the  afternoon^  70a  encamp  in  the 
valley  called  U'leye,  where  there  i»  a  well. 

2nd.  Kerbiib,  a  valley  with  water  in  the  sand ;  start  at  day- 
break, arrive  after  sunset. 

3rd.  A'azeru ;  arrive  at  sunset,  having  started  before  day- 
light. The  whole  ground  travelled  over  is  covered 
with  pebbles,  and  now  and  then  with  a  little  sand. 

4th.  Teb^rkurt ;  arrive  after  sunset,  having  passed  a  water- 
ing-place called  Ardthes.     All  pebbles  and  stones. 

5th.  I'ngal,  a  small  town  ;  salt  of  very  good  quality,  and  of 
red  colour,  is  obtained,  but  only  in  small  quantities. 
The  inhabitants,  mostly  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  the 
Fghdal^n,  speak  a  dialect  of  the  Songhay,  and  possess 
much  cattle,  with  which  they  supply  the  market  of 
A^gades.  Formerly  the  S. W.  gate  of  that  town  was 
therefore  called  **  K6fe-n-I'ngal.*'  Arrive  at  sunset ; 
ground  pebbly,  very  few  large  stones. 

6th.  ,  a  well,  the  name  of  which  my  informant  did  not 

remember ;  arrive  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

7th.  Af&yen,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  about  the  same 
time ;  pebbles  and  sand. 

8th.  Encamp  on  the  pebbly  plain  a  little  before  sunset. 

9th.  The  same ;  the  plain  here  is  overgrown  with  a  little 

herbage. 
10th.  A  spot  called  Semye-tdyen ;  arrive  at  sunset. 
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llth.  J6bell^  a  considerable  place  belonging  to  the  provbce 

of  A'dar,  the  territory  of  which  begins  here.*    It  ia 

the  market  of  the  K^-ger^s.     The  langui^  of  the 

inhabitants  is  said  to  be  a  dialect  of  the  Songhay ; 

you  arrive  at  about  three  o'clock  p.m.,  after  baving 

passed  on  your  road  "  T&aki,"  a  locality  probably  so 

called  from  the  Capparis  sodata. 
12  th.  Awelimmiden^  an  encampment  of  the  section  of  this 

great  Taw&rek  tribe  which  is  called  ^'  Awelimmiden 

wu^n  Bodh&l ; "  at  sunset. 
13th.  Ir-zaghtir,  a  village;   arrive  about  one  o'clock  p.m. ; 

road  very  rugged. 
.14th.  Tinffif,  a  village  (N.B.  I  forgot  to  ask  my  informant 

to  what  tribe  belong  the  inhabitants  of  these  two 

places) ;  road  rocky. 
15th.  Dtik-rausu^  a  village;  about  one  o'clock  p.m. 
16th.  Mtlzki,  a  village;  at  sunset ;  stony. 
17th.  K6nni,  a  considerable  place^  residence  of  A'dam,  a 

chief  who  commands  a  large  body  of  cavalry ;  arrive 

a  little  after  mid-day ;  road  very  rocky. 
18th.  J&ni,  a  village;  at  sunset. 
19th.  Wtirno,  a  considerable  place^  the  present  residence  of 

Emir  el  Mumenin  Aliyn^  son  of  Bello ;  arrive  at  one 

o'clock  P.M.^  after  having  passed  Sal&me  and  other 

villages. 
20th.  S6koto>  after  a  march  of  about  eight  or  nine  hours. 

II. — RODTB  FROM  A'OADES  TO  MarXdI,  AOCORDIKO  TO  THK  IN- 
formation of  the  e[^-oeris  goj^ri  and  his  compahiok 
GhAser. 

1st.  E'razar,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  about  three 
o'clock  P.M.,  having  started  from  A'gades  in  the 
morning. 

*  I  shall  say  more  about  A'dar  in  the  fourth  volume  of  my 
journal 
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2nd,  E'm-r6ndel,  a  valley ;  arrive  about  the  same  hour. 

3rd.    Urz^em,   a    valley ;    arrive  at  sunset,  your   march 

having  led  over  a  sandy  region. 
4th.    A  valley,  with  water,  which  (according  to  Goj^ri)  is 
called  T^miye,  but  according  to  Gh^er,  Af^nk6k  ; 
at  about  four  o'clock.     Probably  these  are  different 
valleys  at  a  short  distance  from  each  other. 
5th.  A  valley,  Tewuflu,  or  another  called  B6gem ;  at  sunset. 
6th.  Aktlku ;  at  aser  (about  four  o'clock),  after  having  passed 
a  valley  called  Zeriten,  where  you  fill  your  water- 
skins.     The  whole  road  consists  of  pebbles. 
7  th.  Tigger-fiderez,  a  valley ;  at  four  o'clock. 
8th.  Etiddul,  high  sand-hills,  where  you  arrive  about  noon. 
9th.  J^nkeb,  a  valley  ;  about  two  o'clock  p.m. 
10th.  Yamimma,  a  valley  with  water;  arrive  at  aser. 
1 1th.  Zermen^tta,  a  village;  about  dser. 
12th.  Awelimmid,  a  considerable  place  ^called  after  a   set- 
tlement  of  the   Awelimmiden ;    arrive  about   one 
o'clock  P.M. 
13th.  Lad^mmau,  or  Elad^mmau,  the  northernmost  village 
of  the   province   of  Gober,   and   the   residence  of 
Itteg&ma,  the  brother  of  'Abd  el  Kdder,  the  sultan 
of  A'gades. 
14th.  Gudunn^zna,  a  village ;  arrive  about  one  o'clock  p.m. 
15th.  A'kerfif,  a  village ;  at  the  aser. 
16th,  and  the  two  following  days,  travel  over  the  Hammdda 

or  sdrari. 
19th.  Arrive  at  Marddi,  Mariyddi,  or,  as  the  Emgedesi  people 
frequently  call  it  (apparently  adopting  the  Berber 
idiom),  Amrddi.  I  shall  have  to  say  more  about  this 
country  in  the  course  of  my  narrative,  and  therefore 
omit  a  list  of  the  places  in  G6ber,  which  I  collected 
in  A^gades. 
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III. — ItINERABT  FBOM  A'gADBS    to    DAM-BBGHtr^   ACCXntBDia  TO 
VARIOUS  nnrOBHANTS* 

Day. 

Ist.   Leave  the  town  in  the  afternoon^  and  sleep  in  T&ak- 

n-tdllemt. 
2nd.  Valley  E'riydn,  with  water ;  about  'aser. 
3rd.  Sofo-n-bimi,  a  place  now  deserted^  and  a  well  filled 

up,  but  evidently  once  a  seat  of  government,  being 

called  '*  the  old  capital;'^  the  whole  country  is  flat; 

arrive  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
4th.   Falfai,  a  place  with  plenty  of  herbage ;  no  water  on 

the  roadside  except  in  holes  in  the  rocks. 
5  th.   L&gato,  a  basin  or  pool  of  water,  "tlbki,**  ofTeiy 

remarkable  extent,  and  surrounded  with  abandant 

herbage. 
6th.  Riy&n,  or  "  Eriydn-embisge,"  with  plenty  of  herbage; 

about  sunset.     Another  road  from  L&gato  to  T£- 

t^ni  seems  to  touch  at  the  village  Takoko. 
7th.   T^t^ni,  with  much  herbage,  no  water ;  between  four 

and  five  o'clock  p.m. 
8th.   Grag&wa,  a  village  belonging  to  the  district  of  Dam-er- 

ghti,  with  a  basin  of  water  which  is  said  to  be 

connected  in  the  rainy  season  with  that  of  L^to ; 

arrive  about  'aser. 
9th.  Tdgelel,  the  village  belonging  to  the  chief  A'nnur; 

about  noon. 


IV. — Route  FROM  A^gades  to  B/lma,  accobdinq  to  the 
EMoiDEsi  E'deri. 

1st.  Leaving  A'gades  in  the  evening,  sleep  the  first  night 
at  about  half  an  hour's  distance  from  the  town,  in 
the  depression  called  Efigi-n-tAgl)alamt. 
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2nd.  Tm-tab6rak,  a  valley  with  water,  where  you  arrive  at 
the  aser^  after  havbg  passed  early  in  the  morning 
the  valley  called  Amelfili. 

3rd.  Binlbbu,  a  valley  ornamented  with  dfim-palms^  where 
yoa  arrive  a  little  before  sunset.  In  the  morning 
you  keep  for  a  while  along  the  valley  of  Tin-tab6rak, 
after  which  your  way  lies  over  the  rocks,  crossing 
three  different  valleys,  viz.  Smaller,  Ardta,  and  the 
valley  of  Amd^geru,  before  you  arrive  at  that  called 
Bin^bbu. 

4th.  Hn-daw6n,  a  valley  with  water;  arrive  about  one 
o'clock  P.M. 

5th.  Atezerket,  ailer  the  aser ;  all  rocky  ground. 

6th.  Encamp  on  the  Hamm&da,  or  t^nere,  consisting  of 
pebbles ;  about  the  aser. 

7th.  Tdzel,  a  spot  among  the  rocks ;  about  the  same  hour. 

8th.  Ef  igag^n,  a  locality  of  similar  character ;  about  sun- 
set* 

9th.  D^bradu  Ezdkker,  a  hollow  between  the  rocks ;  halt 
two  hours  after  sunset  and  rest  awhile,  then  start 
again. 
10th,  and   the   four  following  days,  you   travel  night  and 
day  over  the  Hammdda,  making  only  a  short  halt 
from  ash&  to  about   midnight.     On  the  Hamm&da 
there  are  neither  trees  nor  stones,  and  scarcely  any 
herbage. 
15th.  Fdshi,  the  westernmost  oasis  of  the  *'  H^nderi  Tedd," 
or,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Arabs,  W&di  Kaw&r,  with 
plenty  of  date-trees,  and  two  castles,  one  of  which 
is  in  ruins,  while  the  other  is  in  good  condition. 
1 6th.  About  two  hours  after  sunset,  encamp  on  the  Hamm^a, 

^  About  the  name  Efigag^D,  which  is  probably  only  a  dialectic 
variety  of  Efinageo,  I  have  spoken  in  a  former  passage. 
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wheQ>  after  about  three  or  four  hours*  repose,  you 

start  again,  and  continue  the  whole  of  the  night 
17  th.  Encamp  late  in  the  evening  and  start  again,  as  the  day 

before. 
18th.  Bilma,  the  well-known  town  in  Kaw&r,  with  the  salt- 
pits.  The  Tawdrek  call  all  the  Ted&  or  Tfta 
Beradni,  a  name  which  in  the  following  volume  I 
shall  endeavour  to  explain,  from  the  original  con- 
nection between  this  people  and  the  E^antiri  or  Boma 
race. 

V. — ^ROUTE  FROM  A'qADES  TO  TawIt,  ACCORDING  TO  'AbD-AiXA- 

N.B.    Although  the  first   part  of  this  route,   as  far  as 
Neswa,  coincides  in  many  places  with  my  own  route,  I  shall 
nevertheless  not  omit  it,  as  the  coincidence  in  question  proves 
the  accuracy  and  intelligence  of  the  informant. 
Ist.  Leaving  the  town  in  the  afternoon,  you  encamp  the 
first  night  near  the  village  called  El  Ehasfis,  or  El 
Hakhs&s,  in  the  fertile  valley  of  the  same  name,  dis- 
tant from  A^gades  about  eight  miles. 
2nd.  T^lwa,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  about  the  aser,  after 
having  passed   on  your  road  several  valleys  sepa- 
rated from  each  other  by  rocky  ground,  more  or  less 
elevated.    Early  in  the  morning  you  cross  the  valley 
called    A'zal,    then    that   called   Tuf&tekin;    after 
which,  about  noon,  you  pass  the  celebrated  valley  of 
I'r-n-allem,  with  ruins  of  old  houses,  and  two  fruit- 
bearing  date-trees ;  after  which,  before  you  arrive 
at  T^lwa,  there  is  still  another  valley  to  be  crossed, 
which  is  called  Iserser^n. 
3rd.  U'klef,  a  valley  with  water,  like  T^lwa ;  arrive  at  the 
time  of  the  aser,   after  having  crossed  the  W^^ 
A'sa,  and  afterwards  gone  over  a  pebbly  level  called 
Unin. 
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4th.  Makdm  e'  Sheikh  ben  *Abd  el  Kerim,  a  sort  of  mosque 
known  'to  some  under  the  name  of  Msid  Sidi 
Baghdddiy  where  you  arrive  about  an  hour  before 
sunset,  after  having  rested^  during  the  greatest  heat, 
hear  Atideras.  In  the  morning,  your  road  passes  for 
some  time  along  the  valley  U'klef. 
5  th.  Tiggeda ;  about  User. 

6th.  Encamp  about  sunset  on  rocky  ground.  Pass  in  the 
morning  the  valley  called  Tefdrrowet ;  then  cross  for 
some  hours  gravelly  ground,  with  a  few  large  white 
projecting  stones ;  after  which  you  descend  into  the 
valley  called  A'gaten,  where,  near  a  well,  you  pass 
the  hours  of  the  greatest  heat. 
7th.  T^nsif ;  arrive  before  the  aser. 

8th.  Iferw&n,  one  of  the  finest  valleys  of  A'ir,  with  a  village 
of  the  same  name,  and  plenty  of  date-trees  bearing 
excellent  fruit.  Arrive  at  sunset,  after  having  passed 
a  number  of  small  valleys  called  Aghltam. 
9th.  Tidik,  a  valley,  with  a  village  of  the  same  name,  where 
you  arrive  before  the  aser,  after  having  passed  the 
well  called  N^ggaru. 

10th.  S6f  mallei,  *nhe  white  sand,"  a  place  in  the  gravelly 
ground,  over  which  your  route  lies  the  whole  day; 
arrive  about  aser. 

11th.  Zelii,  an  inhabited  spot,  where  you  arrive  about  one 
o'clock  p.  M.,  after  having  passed  valleys  called 
respectively  Agel^ndi,  Fad6,  and  Mer&tha.  (N.  B. 
The  valley  can  be  called  by  this  last  name  only  by 
the  Arabs.) 

12  th.  Ifigi  or  Ifine-makk^der,  called  by  others  Ifine-bSkka, 
where  you  arrive  at  sunset,  after  having  marched  the 
whole  day  over  a  pebbly  plain  called  by  the  Arabs 
'*  Shabet  el  Ahir."  The  reason  why  this  plain  re- 
ceived such  a  remarkable  name  was  evidently  be- 
VOL.I.  O  O 
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cause  it  was  here,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lull 

Mdket-n-ikeldn  *,  that  the  ancient  G6ber  country  of 

Asben  was  changed  into  the  Berber  country  of  Air, 

or,  as  the  Arabs  call  it,  Ahir. 
13th.  You  encamp  on  the  hamm^a,  where  there  is  a  litUe 

herbage,  after  having  crossed  a  rocky  ground  fiill  of 

pebbles,  and  having  passed  a  valley  called  Tiytiten. 
14th.  You  encamp  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.  on  a  spot  with  a  little 

herbage  of  the  species  called  "  el  h^,"  after  having 

crossed  a  stony  tract  called  by  the  people  Tim-dz- 

garen. 
15th.  Neswa,  a  well,  not  far  west  of  the  well  Aslu,  where 

you  arrive   after  the  aser,   after  having   crossed  a 

valley  called  Tafsdstan. 
16th.  Ter^f,  a  place  on  the  hammdda,  where  you  encamp  at 

the  aser. 
17th.  Tin-ter&mbe,   a  valley,   with  a  famous  cavern  called 

Aagidet  e'  Nib,  where  you  arrive  at  the  aser,  pro- 
ceeding always  on  the  hammdda. 
18th.  Encamp  at   sunset   between  sand-hills  called  by  the 

Arabs  ''  el  Ark,"  or  « Irk  "  (the  Hills). 
19th.  Tager^ra,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  about  one  o^clock 

p.  M.,  after  having  entered  a  mountainous  tract  called 

"Aghfl.'' 
20th.  El  A'ghsul,  a  valley  with  water,  where  you  arrive  a 

little  after  noon,   after  having  passed  over  rugged 

ground  called  Esfam^llesa. 
21st.  T^kderen,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  after  the  aser. 
22nd.  Eghdragh^n,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  at  the  time  of 

the  aser,  after  having  crossed  a  flat  plain  covered 

with  pebbles. 
23rd.  Z^rzer,  a  valley  with  water;  arrival  at  the  aser.     The 

ground  of  the  same  character. 

*  See  my  narrative,  p  289. 
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24th.  Ifigk,  a  valley;  arrival  at  the  aser.     Country  the  same. 

25th.  El  Imkdm*y  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  at  one  o'clock 
p.  M.,  pebbly  ground. 

26th.  A'gnar,  a  plain  inclosed  by  ridges ;  arrive  at  the  iser, 
after  having  kept  first  along  the  valley  which  is 
called  by  the  Arabs  el  Imk&m,  and  leads  into  another 
valley  called  Temdghaset,  from  which  you  enter 
upon  the  plain. 

27th.  Turagh^n,  a  valley,  where  you  encamp  about  the  aser, 
after  having  crossed  another  valley  called  Utfil,  into 
which  you  descend  from  the  gravelly  level. 

28th.  Tilak,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  after  the  iiser,  having 
crossed  another  valley  called  E'heri. 

29th.  Tema-san^ggeti,  a  valley;  arrive  at  the  aser,  having 
crossed  another  valley  called  Tin-agh-dkeli. 

30th.  E'n-6mmegel,  a  valley  rich  in  trees,  where  you  encamp 
at  sunset.  To-day  you  have  to  pass  two  other 
valleys  called  Er^snugh^n  and  Tin-taheli,  all  these 
valleys  being  separated  from  each  other  by  a  ham- 
m^a  of  an  even  surface,  without  stones. 

31st.  Teh&rraket,  a  valley  commanded  by  a  mountain  called 
Tur^ret,  where  you  arrive  about  the  aser ;  pebbles 
and  stones. 
N.B.  Tehdrraket  is  a  very  important  point  on  this 
route,  as,  having  now  turned  the  high  mountainous 
region  of  the  desert  of  the  Hogdr  or  Hdgara,  which 
you  leave  on  your  right,  you  change  your  direc- 
tion, and  turn  northwards. 


♦  The  name  Imkdm  is  remarkable.  It  seems  to  denote  a  reli- 
gious "station;"  and  it  is  interesting,  as  it  exactly  corresponds 
with  the  station  Dekbdr,  mentioned  by  the  famous  traveller  Ebn 
Batuta  as  ten  days  distant  from  the  well  where  the  road  to  Tawdt 
separated  from  that  to  Egypt,  which,  there  cannot  be  the  least 
doubt,  is  identical  with  Asia  or  with  N&wa. 

o  o  2 
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32nd.  Hdgara,  a  valley  with  a  well  called  Tehelehohet, 
where  you  arrive  after  the  aser. 

33rd.  S6f  mallei,  another  locality  of  the  same  name  as  that 
above  mentioned,  where  you  arrive  about  the  aser, 
after  having  passed  two  valleys,  the  first  of  which  ia 
called  Akdhau,  and  the  other  E'm-njdj. 

34th.  Sheikh  Sdlah  with  the  surname  Meld  el  dkhsen,  "the 
best  of  men/'  *  near  to  whose  chapel,  situate  in  Ae 
mountainous  tract  T6sennu,  there  is  water;  you 
arrive  a  little  before  sunset,  having  passed  over  a 
pebbly  level. 

35th.  Terazart,  « the  little  valley  **  or  ''  glen ;  **  shortly  before 
sunset;  hammdda. 

36th.  Emmesir,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  after  the  aser. 
In  the  morning  you  keep  along  a  valley  called 
M^niyet,  with  a  well,  beyond  which  you  cross  another 
valley  called  Afisfes,  while  the  last  part  of  your 
road  leads  over  the  hamm&da,  consisting  of  gravel 

37th.  Etgtilgulet,  where  you  arrive  at  the  time  of  the  aser. 
In  the  morning  you  keep  for  a  while  along  the 
valley  Emmesir,  till  you  reach  the  valley  called 
Ar&k ;  and  following  it  up,  you  pass  two  watering- 
places,  one  of  which  is  called  (by  the  Arabs)  Sekiyah, 
and  the  other  **  el  Hdjar." 

38th.  Tajemdt,  a  valley,  where  you  encamp  before  the  aser. 

39th.  Koikewdt,  a  cluster  of  small  valleys,  where  you  en- 
camp at  one  o'clock,  p.  m. 

40th.  Gurdi,  a  valley,  where  you  arrive  a  little  before  sunset, 
after  having  crossed  another  valley  called  Terdttimin, 
with  water. 

41st.  The  well  in  the  long  valley  A'ghmemir. 

42nd.  Encamp  about  the  same  hour,  still  in  the  same  valley 
A^ghmemdr. 

*  Whether  this  Sheikh  Sdlah  be  the  same  as  the  famous  sheikh 
of  the  same  name,  who  has  given  his  name  to  the  celebrated  Waa» 
el  Sheikh,  in  the  peninsula  of  Sinai,  I  cannot  telL 
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43rd.  E'n-semm^d,  where  you  arrive  after  the  aser.    In  the 
morning  you  still  keep  along  the  broad  valley  of 
A'ghmemdr  until  you  ascend  a  mountain,  from  which 
you  descend  into  another  valley  called  by  the  Arabs 
"  el  Botta,"  probably  on  account  of  its  hollow  shape ; 
here  is   a  well  called  "  Tin-Slimdn."     Proceeding 
along  the  valley,  you  reach  the  place  of  your  en- 
campment for  the  night. 
44th.  El  Ghdbah  (the  Forest),  of  great  extent  and  full  of 
brushwood ;  ari'ive  at  the  aser,  after  having  crossed 
on  your  road  a  depression  or  hollow  called  e'  Shaab, 
from  which  you  enter  upon  rising  ground  and  come 
to  the  forest. 
45th.  I'n-s^lah,  the  great  market-place  of  the  southernmost 
district  of  Tawdt,  where  you  arrive  about  the  aser, 
first  keeping  in  the  forest,  then  ascending  a  little. 
N.B. — Along  this  route,  as  I  learned  on  a  later  occasion, 
there  are  several  places  where  salt  is  found,  which,  as  the  fact 
is  one  of  the  greatest  interest,  I  shall  here  name  together, 
although  I  am  unfortunately  not  able  to  connect  the  first 
places  which  I  have  to  mention  with  the  corresponding  points 
of  the  itinerary.    These  are  E'm-^ddaror,  said  to  be  six  days' 
march  from  Asiu ;  further  on,  ALh6ren,  and,  one  day  S.  from 
the  well  Tin-sHmdn,  E'n-m^llel. 

I  here  also  add  what  information  I  could  collect  about  the 
tribes  dwelling  on  or  near  this  road.  As  far  as  N6swa,  we 
know  them  from  what  I  have  said  above ;  but  the  first  part 
also  of  the  road  from  this  place  is  inhabited  by  sections  of  the 
Iraghdd,  as  the  K61-dhenet,  while  the  Ijrdn  have  their  settle- 
ments even  as  far  west  as  the  valley  Tdjemtit. 

a.    The  Sakom&reru 

Next  to  the  ImghAd,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  are  the 
Sakomdren,  a  tribe  who  in  the  middle  age  of  the  Arabs  lived 
N.E.  from  the  middle  course  of  the  so-called  Niger,  and  of 
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whom  Bome  remains  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  river,  near  Timbtiktu ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt 
about  the  identity  of  th*ese  tribes.*  By  what  revolution  this 
tribe  was  driven  from  their  ancient  seats  we  are  not  yet  able 
to  say ;  however  it  may  be,  Ebn  Batiita  found  the  Berd^ma 
where  the  Sakomdren  had  formerly  resided. 

Their  present  settlements  seem  not  to  be  so  very  dreary,  and 
are  said  to  be  rich  in  pasture-grounds,  so  that  they  are  enabled 
to  breed  plenty  of  cattle,  and  make  a  good  deal  of  butter,  with 
which  they  supply  the  less  favoured  districts  of  A'sben.  Thq^ 
appear  to  possess,  however,  little  strength,  and  are  greatly 
influenced  apparently  by  their  intimate  friendship  with  the 
Tawdtiye ;  part  of  them  live  even  in  the  territory  of  the  latter 
oasis,  principally  belonging  to  the  section  called  Welfid-wuen- 
Taw^t,  a  name  manifesting  a  curious  mixture  of  Arabic  and 
Temdshight,  though  the  main  body  of  them  is  said  to  dwell 
in  the  district  of  Amgid.  Besides  the  name  of  this  tribe,  I 
learnt  the  names  of  the  following :  viz., 

The  K61-teg6ttuft,  who  inhabit  the  district  called  Ah6- 
hogh^n ; 

The  K61-6het,  whose  tents  are  generally  pitched  in  Ah^ 
legen ; 

The  Weldd  T^menit,  living  in  Faz61et ; 

The  tribe  of  the  Hdj  '  Ali,  living  in  a  valley  called  Gh£ris : 
and. 

The  Ihiydwen-hdda,  a  tribe  living  in  Im&hir,  and  probably 
related  to  the  tribe  called  simply  Ihiyfiwen. 

h.    The  Hogdr  or  H&gara. 

Formerly  I  thought  that  the  Hogdr  were  more  numerous 
than  their  eastern  kinsmen  the  Azkdr,  and  that  they  were 

♦  The  Arab  authors  always  write  ^^^  •  but  with  r^ard  to 

African  names  there  is  the  greatest  uncertainty  in  the  use  of  the 
A,  the  j^,  and  the  c-.   Thus  some  write  ^^  others  ^^\  .  Grober 

is  written^^,  by  others^^;  Tagant  ,^:^^£::j  and  j^^^;. 
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able  to  bring  into  the  field  as  many  as  three  thousand  men ; 
but  I  have  discovered  in  the  course  of  my  proceedings,  that 
the  free  men,  the  real  ^'  hhardr  "  or  Im6shagh  among  them 
scarcely  exceed  five  hundred,  while  of  course  their  Imgh&d 
and  slaves  muster  a  greater  number.  But  notwithstanding 
their  small  number,  the  Hogdr  are  much  feared  by  the  other 
tribes,  on  account  of  their  great  bodily  size  and  strength, 
and  because  they  are  armed  with  a  variety  of  weapons,  and 
are  thickly  clothed.  They  live  entirely  upon  meat  and  milk, 
and  have  few  resources  but  their  herds,  as  they  do  not 
levy  tribute  on  the  caravans,  but  receive  only  small  sums 
from  the  Kdnta,  the  Berabish,  and  even  a  light  tax  from 
Araw&n.  They  are  not  capable  of  turning  to  account  the 
salt-mines  of  Taod^nni,  which  are  rather  distant  from  their 
seats,  though  they  levy  a  small  tribute  from  the  chief  of  that 
place.  But  their  relations  to  the  western  part  of  the  desert 
will  be  more  clearly  understood  from  what  I  shall  say  in 
another  place. 

The  Hog6r  are  divided  into  six  branches :  — 

The  K^l-ghdlla,  inhabiting  the  valley  of  Er6rar  (a  general 
appellation  for  a  large  valley  plain); 

The  Bu-ghel&n,  living  in  the  valley  of  T^fedist ; 

The  Tai-t6k,  inhabiting  the  fine  valley  Arak ; 

The  T^gehin-usidi,  who  have  their  abode  in  the  valley  of 
T^ghazart ; 

The  In^mba,  who  pitch  their  tents  in  the  valley 'nfi-n-&keli; 

The  I'kdey^n,  who  inhabit  Animmegel. 

I  will  now  add  a  few  remarks  on  the  centre  of  the  district 
Occupied  by  this  tribe,  which  seems  to  present  traits  of 
peculiar  interest.  It  is  generally  called  by  the  Arabs  "  j^bel 
Hagdr,"  but  this  is  not  the  original  appellation,  its  true  or  in- 
digenous name  being  ^^Atakor,^^  This  mountain-mass  (which 
evidently  lies  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  route  from  Asiu  to 
Tawdt)  stretches  from  three  to  four  days'  march  in  length,  and 
one  in  breadth,  from  S.  to  N.,  at  the  distance  of  seven  days* 
march  S.E.  from  Tawdt.     My  intelligent  friend  the  sheikh 
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Sidi  Ahmed  el  Bak&y^  in  Timbiiktu^  who  had  lived  some  time 
among  the  Hogdr,  as  well  as  among  the  tribes  of  Air,  espe- 
cially the  K^l-fadaye,  assured  me,  in  the  most  positive  way, 
that  this  mountain-group,  and  one  long  range  of  it  in  par- 
ticular, is  far  higher  than  the  mountains  of  A'ir ;  the  rocks 
being  very  steep  and  of  red  colour.  He  represented  to  me,  as 
very  remarkable  and  probably  the  highest  of  the  group,  the 
isolated,  detached,  and  steep  peak  Plimdn  or  E^im^n.  Vciy 
fine  valleys  and  glens  are  formed  between  these  mountaim, 
some  of  them  watered  by  lively  perennial  streams,  and  pro- 
ducing figs  and  grapes. 

In  this  place  may  be  fitly  mentioned  those  Taw^rek  tribes 
that  live  within  the  boundaries  of  Tawdt.  These  are  the  Kfl- 
em^llel  or  Weldd  Fdkki,  as  they  are  called  by  the  people  of 
Taw&t,  and  their  kinsmen  the  Tigge-n-sdkkel,  and  also  the 
Tigge-n-gdli,  These  tribes  are  regarded  as  belonging  to  the 
Tawdrek,  while  the  Gur&ra  are  considered  as  Zen^ta;  nsA 
it  is  very  erroneous  to  regard  Tawdt  as  almost  a  Tawirek 
country. 

VI. — Route  froh  A'oades  to  the  Hillet  e'  Sheikh  S/di  0- 
MukhtIr  in  AzawId,  according  to  the  Ki^L-FERwiN  Bawa. 

N.B.  This  route  is  a  path  taken  at  present  every  year  b/ 
the  K^l-ferwdn  when  they  sally  forth  to  plunder  the  caravans 
on  the  road  from  Tawdt  to  Timb6ktu ;  it  is  not  altogether 
a  direct  road,  as  I  learnt  afterwards.  But  unfortunately  none 
of  the  people  of  Azaw^  (who,  as  I  mentioned  above,  when 
they  do  not  go  by  way  of  Timbfiktu,  generally  take  the  road 
to  Mekka  by  way  of  A'gades)  was  able  to  give  me  the  exact 
details  of  the  direct  road.  This  road  passes  through  the  seats 
of  the  Awelimmiden. 

Day. 

1st.  E'nwdgged,  a  valley,  where   you  arrive  at  the  ifacr, 

having  started  from  A^gades  in  the  morning. 
2nd.  Imint^dent  (perhaps  E'm-n-t^ent),  where  you  amve 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ROUTE  FROM  A'GADBS  TO  AZAWA'd.  669 


Daj. 


about  the  same  hour^  having  crossed  many  depres- 
sions or  hollows  in  the  rocky  ground. 
3rd.  Sak^ret^  a  valley ;  arrive  at  sunset. 
4th.  Etmet   Tad^rret,  a  valley;    arrive   two  hours  after 

sunset. 
5th.  Agr^dem  ;  about  aser.     The  whole  day's  journey  lies 
over  a  hanmidda  of  red  soil  (recalling  to  mind  the 
sameness  of  all   these  elevated  levels  in   Central 
Africa),  the  red  colour  being  produced  by  the  iron 
oxide. 
6th.  Ets&-n-41im&n ;  at  aser.     Hamm^a. 
7th.  Timmia ;  at  aser.     Hammdda. 
8th.  Ebel^hlagh^n;  about  the  same  hour.     Hammdda. 
9th.  Isakeriyen;  about  the  same  hour.     The  hamm&da  is 
here  covered  with  a  little  herbage.     The  road  thus 
far   seems   to   be  about  N.N.W. ;    hence   it  turns 
north-westward. 
10th.  Et?d-n-H6bbi ;  about  the  aser. 
1 1th.  Ig^dian ;  about  one  o'clock  p.  M. 
1 2th.  Akdr ;  about  the  kser. 
13th.  Kdlijit;  a  little  after  noon. 
14th.  A'kal6,  a  considerable  valley  with  water,  which  you 

reach  at  one  o'clock. 
15th.  A^kerir,  an  inhabited  valley,  where  you  arrive  about 
the  aser,   having  travelled   the  morning   till   after 
mid-day  along  the  valley  A^kalta. 
16th.  Kidal ;  after  the  aser. 

This  name,  as  I  learnt  afterwards,  is  not  applied  to  a 
single  locality,  but  comprises  a  district  with  fertile 
valleys,  inhabited   by   the  Debdkal,  who  breed  an 
excellent  race  of  horses. 
17th.  Tim-dklnli ;  about  aser. 

18th.  Asaldgh;  at  sunset,  after  having  crossed  several  hol- 
lows in  the  rocky  ground.    Here  you  find  inhabitants. 
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Day. 

partly  Arabs,  of  the  tribe  of  the  Ktinta,  partly  Ta- 
wdrek,  of  the  widely  dispersed  tribe  of  the  rf6gafl. 

19th.  Aghasher  (Eghazar),  a  fine  valley  with  date-trees,  com, 
and  tobacco.  At  some  distance  from  it  is  anothff 
fertile  valley  called  Tesillite,  likewise  abounding  in 
dates. 

20th.  Tighdughawen ;  about  the  aser. 

21st.  Hillet  e'  Sheikh  Sidi  el  Mukhtdr,  a  celebrated  place  of 
worship,  where  you  arrive  about  one  o'clock  p.m. 
This  place  ought  to  have  considerable  interest  for 
all  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  circumstances 
attending  the  frequent  sacrifice  of  life  made  in  tbe 
arduous  endeavour  to  open  the  African  continent 
to  European  science  and  intercourse;  for  this  is 
the  very  spot  where  the  unfortunate  Major  Laing, 
under  the  protection  of  Sidi  Mohanmied,  the 
father  of  my  noble  friend  the  sheikh  el  BaW/> 
recovered  from  those  fearful  wounds  which  he  had 
received  in  the  nocturnal  attack  by  the  Taw^ 
in  Wadi  Ah^nnet.  Hence,  in  the  few  letters  which 
he  sent  home,  so  full  of  resignation  and  heroic 
courage,  he  called  the  place  **beldd  Sidi  Mo- 
hammed." In  the  further  course  of  our  narratire 
this  spot  will  be  connected  with  Timbtiktu. 
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the  westward. 

Tiggerode.) 

3 

5.15  a.m. 

84-2 

1.45  p.m. 

114-8 

Sky  covered. 

12.0 

99 

9.0    p.m. 

89-6 

3.0   p.m. 

100-4 

18 

5.30  a.m. 

77 

7.0   p.m. 

98-6 

12.45 

111-2 

10.45  pjn. 

89-6 

9.0   p.m. 

95 

4 

6.0   a.m. 

82-8 

19 

5.0    a.m. 

77 

12.0 

96-8 

2.0   p.m. 

108-5 

3.0   p.m. 

102-2 

20 

5.0    a.m. 

77 

10.15  p.m. 

91-4 

21 

1.0   p.m. 

99-5 

6 

7.0   a.m. 

86 

22 

5.30  ajn. 

87 

1.0  p.m. 

100-4 

12.0 

99-5 

4.0   p.m. 

105 

23 

5.30  a.m. 

86 

10.30  p.m. 

93-2 

12.30 

102-2 

6 

12.0 

95 

11.30  p.m. 

86 

2.30  p.m. 

100-4 

24 

5.15  a.m. 

87-8 

7 

6.0   a.m 

80-6 

12.0 

101-3 

A  fresh  gale. 

12.0 

86 

25 

6.0   a.m. 

78 

10.15  p.m. 

82-4 

1.30  p.m. 
7.30  p.m. 

108-5 
98-6 
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Dat«. 

Hour  of 
Daj. 

Remarks. 

Date. 

Hour  or 
Dey. 

Q    d. 

Renarfcs. 

1850. 

1850. 

June 

July 

26 

5.0   a.m. 

78 

The    sky   towards 
the  east  covered. 

10 

12.0 
8.0    p.m. 

104 
86 

' 

1030  a.m. 

102-2 

Twice     in     the 
morning    a    few 
drops  of  rain. 

11 

5.0   a.m. 
1.0   p.m. 
8.30  p.m. 

68 

105-8 

87-8 

27 

5.0   a.m. 
12.0 
7.0   p.m. 

69 

93-2 

90-5 

12 

5.15  a.m. 
1.0   pjn. 
8.15  pjn. 

65-3 

106-7 

89-6 

28 

5.0   ajn. 

66-2 

13 

4.45  a.m. 

75-2 

12.0 

93-2 

12.30 

107-6 

1 

29 

5.30  a.m. 

69 

7.30  p.m. 

95 

1 

12.30 

98-6 

14 

4.30  a.m. 

84  2 

7.45  p.m. 

85 

12.30 

105 

30 

4.50  a.m. 

63*5 

7.30  p.m. 

93-2 

1.30  p.m. 

103 

15 

4.30  a.m. 

75-2 

On    these    dgpi 

7.15  p.m. 

87-8 

18 

4.45  a.m. 

64-4 

warm  soatfaerij 

Jul/ 
\ 

2.15  p.m. 

105-8 

wind. 

4.50  a.m. 

66-2 

19 

5.30  a.m. 

76 

(BarakaL) 

12.0 

99-5 

20-24 

(Ghat)noobserre- 

7.30  p.m. 

86 

tions.                    1 

2 

5.0   a.m. 

68 

25 

12.30 

104 

12.30 

100-4 

7.45  p.m. 

95 

7.45  p.m. 

83-3 

In    the    afternoon 
and  the  following 

26 

4.45  a.m. 
1.15  p.m. 
7.0   p.m. 
5.0   a.m. 

82*4 

107-6 

97-7 

75-2 

JM.Jcif  gales. 

27 

3 

5.0   a.m. 

69 

12.45 

103 

12.0 

102-2 

7.30  p.m. 

93-2 

7.30  pjn. 

91-4 

28 

4.15  a.m. 

69-8 

4 

5.0   a.m. 

69-8 

12.45 

104 

12.15 

107-6 

7.30  p.m. 

93-2 

7.30  p.m. 

88-7 

29 

4.45  a.m. 

85 

5 

4.45  a.m. 

70-7 

12.30 

99-5 

12.15 

91-4 

8.0    p.m. 

89-6 

7.30  p.m. 

84-2 

30 

4.30  a.m. 

77 

(E'gm.)         1 

6 

4.45  a.m. 

70-7 

1.0   p.m. 

96-8 

1.0  p.m. 

89-6 

8.30  p.m. 

89-6 

7.30  p.m. 

833 

31 

5.0    a.m. 

71-6 

7 

4.45  a.m. 

6  -5 

1.0   p.m. 

93-2 

12.0 

85 

In   the   very  cool 

Aug. 

shade  of  a  rock. 

1 

4.45  a.m. 

66-2 

8 

4.45  a.m. 

85 

12.25 

98*6 

12.45 

102-2 

8.0   p.m. 

85 

9.0   p.m. 

87-8 

2 

5.0   a.m. 

68 

9 

4.30  a.m. 

75-2 

8.0   p.m. 

86 

12.30 

105-8 

3 

4.30  am. 

67 

9.0    p.m. 
4.30  a.m. 

89-6 

12.40 

ro5-8 

In  the  afternoon  a 

10 

70-7 

8.15  pan. 

85 

light  breeie.         ' 
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Bate. 

Moiir  of 

pi 

Ecmtu^ki. 

DBJUi. 

Hour  or 

pi 

B^markt. 

1850. 

1850. 

Aug, 

Aug. 

4 

6.0    a.m. 

74-3 

(Fal^sselez.) 

16 

5.0   ajn. 

78.8 

The  whole  day  the 

12.30 

111-2 

In    the    afternoon 
clouded  sky,  fore- 
boding rain. 

southern  sky  was 
covered  with  small 
clouds.    The  sun 

8.0   p.m. 

91 

was  piercing.  At 

5 

5.15  a.m. 
1.0   p.m. 
8.0   p.m. 

75-2 

102-2 

89-6 

2.30  p.m.  a  violent 
storm  arose  in  the 
east,  but  did  not 

6 

5.0    fi.m. 
1.0   p.m. 
8.0   p.m. 

68 

100-4 
86 

break  forth  till 
4.30  p.m.,  when 
it  was  followed  by 

7 

4.45  a.m. 

69 

a  heavy  shower. 

1.0   p.m. 

95 

12.45 

98-6 

8.30  p.m. 

84-2 

9.0   p.m. 

78-8 

8 

4.45  a.m. 
1.0    p.m. 

74-3 
95 

17 
18") 

2.0  p.m. 

87 

9 

No  observ 

ation. 

to 

No  observ 

ation. 

10 

5.0   a.m. 

68 

30  J 

2.0   p.m. 

94 

31 

- 

^ 

At  3  p.m.  a  storm, 

8.0   pan. 

85 

accompanied  by  a 

11 

5.30  a.m. 
1.0   p.m. 
8.0   pjn. 

73-4 
93-2 

85 

little  rain,  lasting 
about  an  hour  ; 
further       south- 

12 

5.10  a.m. 
1.20  p.m. 

67 
93-2 

A  cool  breeze. 

wards  more  rain; 
during  the  night 

13 

5.30  a.m. 

77 

another    fall    of 

1.45p.m. 

96-8 

rin  the  cool  shade 
\    of  a  rock. 

oS 

1 

o 

rain. 

107-6 

In  aired  tent. 

Sept 

U 

1.0   p.m. 

98-6 

Generally  a    light 

1 

. 

Rain  the  whole  of 

breeze    arose    at 

the  morning. 

10  a.m. 

2 

- 

■1 

A  fresh  wind. 

9.30  p.m. 

87-8 

4 

. 

A  heavy  shower  in 

15 

5.0   a.m. 

78 

The    wind    to-day 

the  morning,  last- 

got up  at  an  early 

B 

ing    about     two 

hour,  the  sky  be- 

i 

hours. 

coming  more  and 

5 

. 

(Tintellust.)  After 

more  clouded,  till 

rS 

mid-day  a  heavy 

at  1  p.m.  a  heavy 

i 

tornado,  followed 

storm  broke  forth, 

at  2  p.m.  by  a 

followed     by    a 

shower,lastingtill 

heavy  shower  at 

4  p.m. 

2  o'clock,  accom- 

6 

. 

In  the  afternoon  a 

panied  by  distant 

tornado,  and  rain 

thunder. 

till  the  evening. 

1.0   p.m. 

98*6 

7 

- 

Sky  the  whole  day 

9.15  p.m. 

88-7 

- 

clear ;  no  rain. 

Digitized  by 
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10 


11 
12 


13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
18 
19 


20 


21 
22 
23 


Hour  ot 

- 

■i 

1 

■| 

- 

u 

12.30 

96-8 

5.45  a.m. 

71-6 

12.45 

96-8 

1.0   p.m. 

100-4 

5.30  a.m. 

68 

1.0   pjn. 
6.0   a.m. 

81-5 
69-8 

12.30 

99-5 

5.30  a.m. 

69 

1.0   p.m. 

99 

. 

- 

- 

- 

. 

. 

6.0   a.m. 

71-6 

12.0 

96-8 

HMmrki. 


A  very  heayy  tor- 
nado in  the  af^r- 
noon  from  S.S.  W., 
followed  by  much 
rain,  lasting  from 

4  p.m.  till  10  p.m 
In  the  afternoon  a 

storm  gathering 
from  N.K,  but 
reaching  us  from 
a&W.  at  3  p.m., 
with  heavy  rain 
lasting  till  7  p.m. 
A  storm  all  around 

05  I  no  rain  near 
us. 

No  rain. 

In    the    afternoon 

a  tornado,    with 

rain. 
In    the    afternoon 

a  storm,  without 

raiu. 


No  storm. 


Fine  weather. 

At  2  p.m.  a  storm 
gathering  from 
S.  S.  W.  and 
N.N.E.,  but  only 
a  little  rain  at 
3  p.m. 

At  1  p.m.  a  storm, 
followed  by  heavy 
rain  at  2  p.m. 

i  No  storm. 

At  2  p.m.  a  heavy 
storm,  but  with^ 
out  rain. 


1350. 

St^pt. 

24 


25 
26 
27 

28 

29 
30 


Oct 
1 


Havr  of 
Day. 


6.15  a.m. 
1.0   p.m. 


6.0  a.m« 
1.30  p.m. 
6.45  p.nL 
6.45  a.m. 
12.30 
6.0  p.m. 
6.15  a.m. 
12.30 
6.30  p.DL 
6.15  a.m. 
12.10 


6.20  p.nL 
5.40  a.m. 
12.15 

6.15  p.m. 
5.30  a.m. 
6.15  p.m. 


5.40  a.m. 
1.30  p.m. 
6.20  p.nL 
5.45  a.m. 
12.30 
6.45  p.m. 
12.30 
5.45  a.m. 
12.0 

6.30  p.m. 
12.0 

6.15  p.m. 
No  observ 


73-4 
98*6 


64-4 

95 

86 

64-2 

96 

91-4 

69-8 

95 

91-4 

75-2 

95 


86 
67 
99-5 

91-4 

68 

93-2 


69-8 

101-3 

95 

73-4 

97-7 

92-3 

914 

68 

95-7 

87*8 

100-4 

88-7 

ation. 


RamatU. 


At  2  p.m.  a  vkleoi' 
storm,  whi^  ap- 
set  onr  tents,  and 
was  accompaiued 
hj  heavy  nin. 


No  stomi. 


At  2  -pjm,  a  beary 
tornado,  with  hk 
a  few  drops  ot 
rain. 


Sultry  weatlier,  bat 
no  storm. 


Digitized  by 


The  last  fiOl  of; 
the  rainy  seasoiu; 
1850,  setting  in, 
shortly  before 
noon,  and  lasting 
half  ao  hour. 


Google 
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Hour  of 

ll| 

Hour  of 

1'^ 

Date. 

D%7. 

Remarki. 

Date. 

Day. 

Remarks. 

1850. 

1850. 

Oct 

Nov. 

8 

6.10  pjn. 

87 

At8.30p.m.,whae 
encamped  in  the 

23 

r. 

48*2 

Sky  covered;  and 
windj. 

vaUej  BogheU  a 

( 

8. 

65-3 

meteor    fell     in 

24 

r. 

48-2 

Sky  very  clondy. 

onr     neighboor- 

8. 

67 

hood  with  a  very 

25 

r. 

50 

The  weather  cleared 

great  noise. 

np. 

From  October  9.  till  November  8.  no  ob- 

26 

8. 

68 
50 
68 

servations  ;     wcAther    generalljr  clear ; 

r. 

8. 

cool  in   the  morning;   on  October  20. 

27 

50 

skj  a  little  overcast. 

8. 

71-6 

Nov.* 

28 

r. 

50 

9 

r. 

43-7 

8. 

71-6 

8. 

69 

29 

r. 

51-8 

Sky  covered. 

10 

r. 

47-3 

s.» 

72-5 

8. 

69*8 

30 

r. 

57-2 

At  9.30  a.m.  the  son 

11 

r. 

47-3 

broke  forth. 

8. 

66-2 

8. 

74-3 

12 

r. 

43-7 

1.15  p.ro. 

86 

Dec 

~ 

s. 

67-1 

1 

r. 

52-7 

13 

r. 

45-5 

8. 

72-6 

12-0 

77 

2 

r. 

51 

5.30  p.m. 

66-2 

8. 

68 

14 

r. 

43-7 

3 

r. 

53-6 

6.0   p.m. 

59-9 

8. 

66*2 

15 

ih.bef.r. 

50 

4 

r. 

46-4 

real  r. 

41-9 

8. 

71-6 

8. 

66-2 

5 

r. 

581 

Sky  very  clondy. 

16 

r. 

46-4 

8. 

78 

8. 

67-1 

6 

r. 

57-2 

17 

r. 

47-3 

8. 

72-5 

8. 

69-8 

7 

r. 

54-5 

18 

r. 

48-2 

8. 

71-6 

8. 

69*8 

8 

r. 

50 

19 

r. 

8. 

50 
68 

9 

Noobserv 

ation. 

Very  cold  easterly 
wind. 

20 

r. 

50 

10 

r. 

43-7 

8. 

68 

8. 

55-4 

21 

r. 

48-2 

11 

r. 

41-9 

8. 

68 

8. 

59 

22 

r. 

50 

12 

r. 

41 

Sky  not  clear. 

8. 

68 

8. 

64-4 

*  From  this  date  forwardf  the  observations  were  made  a  quarter  of  an  honr  before  sunrise 
r.)  and  half  an  honr  past  snnset  (s.). 
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s     X 

°^% 

""^^ 

Hour  or 

Hi 

Hour  of 

•  Of 

Data 

Day. 

Bemwrkt. 

Dite. 

Daj. 

11 

Remaxki. 

1850. 

1850. 

Dec 

(Telesbenu) 

Dec. 

13 

r. 

41 

81 

r. 

51-8 

Thft  cold  wad  cna- 

14 

T. 

43-7 

tinning. 

8. 

644 

8. 

60-8 

15 

8. 

46-4 
57-2 

1851. 

16 

r. 

50 

Jan. 

8. 

63-5 

1 

r. 

48-2 

The  same  cold  viztt 

17 

r. 

8. 

50 
64-4 

it  Mi  aboot  m 
hoar    after  s&- 

18 

r. 

48-2 

rise. 

8. 

65-3 

2 

r. 

45-5 

Again     the    «» 

19 

r. 

8. 

46-4 
64-4 

8. 

60-8 

cold  N^  wisd. 
it    abated   stac 

20 

r. 

55-4 

7p.m, 

8. 

64-4 

3 

r. 

48*2 

21 

r. 

54-5 

4 

8. 

60-8 

8. 

725 

4 

r. 

51-8 

22 

r» 

45-5 

5 

r. 

51*8 

The^aan  genesa^ 

23 

r. 

8. 

53-6 
71-6 

overcast  at  uc 
rise. 

24 

r. 

54-5 

6 

r. 

59 

The     aky    thitf : 

8. 

725 

8. 

66-2 

clouded ;     %^ 

25 

r. 

52-7 

rain. 

8. 

73-4 

7 

r. 

60-8 

The     9kj    diri> 

26 

r. 

8. 

59 
69  8 

8. 

752 

clouded  ;   a  fc> 
dropa  of  rain. 

27 

No  observ 

ation. 

8 

r. 

60-8 

28 

r. 

54-5 

The  8k7  at  satirise 

8. 

77 

now  in    general 

9 

r. 

67-2 

8. 

74-3 

overcast. 

10 

r. 

66-3 

29 

8. 

59 
77 

8. 

69-8 

30 

r. 

56-3 

Veiy     cold    N.E. 
wind. 

-i 

-  _. 

The  few  thermonietrical  observations  made  by  Mr.  Overweg  differ  partially  ham  I 
owing  to  the  different  situations  we  gave  to  our  thermometers.  I  have  alwaja  endeav^ 
to  raise  the  thermometer  five  or  six  feet  from  the  ground,  and  to  prevent  its  being  infloi 
hj  anj  object  I  have  always  looked  for  the  best  shade.  Overweg  marks,  under  Deceml 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  sunrise,  46 '4,  and  at  sunset  66'2  ;  under  December  9,  t 
have  made  no  observation,  he  gives  48*3  at  sunrise,  and  59  at  sunset.  December  ll 
gives  38-3  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  and  December  12,  about  the  lame  time,  37*4. 
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The  DISCOVERY  of  the  NORTH-WEST  PASSAGE 
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OsBORN,  C.B.,  from  the  Lon  and  Joornals  of  Captain  M*Chire.  With  Portrait,  Chart,  and 
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The  EVENTFUL  VOYAGE  of  H.M.S.  RESOLUTE 

to  the  Arctic  Regions  in  Search  of  Sir  John  Franklin  and  the  Missinir  Crews  of  H.M.  Ships 
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[Nearfy  readw, 
nt. 
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T. 
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layan Waters.  By  CapUin  Shbrard  Osborn,  R.N.,  as.,  OAcier  de  la  L^on  d'Honneur. 
With  Map  and  4  coloured  Plates.    Post  8vo.  lOs.  6d. 

CHRISTIANITY    in     CHINA,   iTARTARY,    and 

THIBET,    fiy  M.  L*Abbb'  Hue,  fbrmerly  Missionary  Apostolic  in  China,    t  vols.  svo.  31s. 

The  CHINESE  EMPIRE :   A   Sequel  to  Hue  and 

Gabet*8  Jommep  throuak  Tartar^  and  Thibet  By  M.  L'Abbb"  Uuo,  formerly  MisalOnmry  Apos- 
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FIRST  FOOTSTEPS  IiI'eAST  AFRICA;    or,  an 

Exploration  of  Harar.  By  Richard  P.  Burton,  Captain,  Bombay  Army ;  Author  of  ^  Pilgri- 
mage  tu  AfetUna  and  Meeea.    With  Maps  and  coloured  Plates.    Svo.  tSs. 
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Series  of  Essays  intended  to  illustrate  the 
Influence  of  the  Physical  Organisattoa  on 
the  Mental  Faculties.  By  Sib  BEKJAioy  a 
BBODis,Bart.  Third  EcUtion.   Fcp.8vo.5s. 

Brougham  and  Bouth.— Analytical  View 

of  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  Principia.  By  Hskst 
LoBD  Bboughax,  F.B.S.,  Member  of  the 
National  Institute  of  France  and  of  the 
Boval  Academy  of  Naples ;  and  E.  J.Roim, 
B.A.,  Fellow  of -et.  Peter's  College^  Ouih 
bridge.    8vo.  price  lis. 
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BucMngham.— Autobiography  of  James 

Silk  Buckinffham :  Induding  his  Yojages, 
l^ayels,  AdventuroB,  Speeolations,  Suc- 
cesses and  Failures,  frankly  and  faithfully 
narrated;  with  Characteristic  Sketches  of 
Public  Men.   Vols.  I.  and  II.  post  8to.  2l8. 

V  VolB.  III.  and  IV.,  edited  by  the  Author's  Sen,  and 
oomplettng  the  w(Hrk,  are  preparing  tar  publication. 

Boll.  — The  Maternal  Management  of 

Children  in  Health  and  Disease.  By 
T.  Bull,  MJD.,  Member  of  the  Boyal 
College  of  Physicians;  formerly  Physician- 
Accoucheur  to  the  FinsbuiT  Midwifeiy 
Institution.    Kew  Edition.    Pop.  Syo.  5s. 

Dr.  T.  BqU's  Hintf  to  Kotheni  on  the  manage- 
ment of  their  Health  during  the  Period  of 
Pregnancy  and  in  the  Lying-in  Boom :  With 
an  SxpoBure  of  Popular  Errors  in  connexion 
with  those  subjects,  &c.;  and  Hints  upon 
Nursing.    New  Edition.    Fcp.  8to.  6s. 

Biinsen.  —  Christianity  and  Mankind, 

their  Beginnings  and  Prospects.  By 
ChbistlilN  Charles  Josias  Buksev,  D.D., 
D.C.L.,  D.Ph.  Being  a  New  Edition,  cor- 
rected, remodelled,  and  extended,  of  Etp' 
polytm  and  kit  Age,    7  vols.  8to.  £5.  6s. 

%*  This  Second  Edition  of  the  Hisvdlyha  is  coninoeed 
of  three  distinct  works,  wliich  may  be  had  seporatdy,  as 
follo^r8^- 

1.  Hippolytua  and  his  Age;  or,  the  Beginnings  and 
Proepecto  of  ChristianUj.   S  vols.  8vo.  price  £l.  lOs. 

8.  OntHne  of  the  Philosophy  of  Unirersal  History  ap- 
plied to  Language  and  ReUgion :  Containing  an  Ac* 
ooont  of  the  Alphabetical  Conferences.  %  vols.  8ro. 
price  £1. 18s. 

S.  Analecta  Ante-Nlcseuo.   8  vols.  8ro.  price  £S.  Ss. 

Bonsen.— Lyra  Germanica:  Hymns  for 

the  Sundays  and  chief  Festirals  of  the 
Christian  Year.  Translated  from  the 
German  by  CATHBBnni  Winkwobth. 
Second  Edition.    Fcp.  8yo.  6s. 

*«*  This  selection  of  German  Hymns  has  been  made  flnom 
a  collection  published  in  Gennany  hy  the  CheraUer  B  virsssr ; 
and  forms  a  companion  volume  to 

Theologia  Germanica:  WMeh  letteth  fSorth 
many  fair  lineaments  of  Divine  Truth,  and 
saith  very  lofty  and  lorely  things  touching 
a  Perfect  Life.  Translated  by  Susanita 
YTiNirwoBTH.  With  a  Preface  by  the  Bev. 
Chables  Kikosley  ;  and  a  Letter  by  ChcTa- 
Her  BuNSEK.  Second  Edition.  Fcp.  8to.  6s. 

Bnnsen.  —  Egypt's  Place  in  Universal 

Histonr:  An  Historical  Investigation,  in 
Five  Books.  By  C.  C.  J.  BuzcsEK,  D.D., 
B.CL.,  D.Ph.  Transited  from  the  Ger- 
man by  C.  H.  CoTTBXLL,  Esq.,  M.A. 
With  many  Illustrations.  Vol.  I.  8vo.  286.  j 
Vol.  II.  8vo.  808. 


Burton.— First  Footsteps  in  East  Africa ; 

or,  an  Exploration  of  Harar.  By  Richabd 
F.  BuETON,  Bombay  Army ;  Author  of  A 
Piforimage  to  Medina  and  Mecca,  With  Maps 
and  coloured  Plates.    8vo.  18s. 

Burton.  —  Personal  Narrative  of  a  Pil- 
grimage to  El-Medinah  and  Meccah.  By 
BichabdF.Bfbtok,  Bombay  Army.  With 
Map,  Plates,  and  Woodcuts.  8  vols.  8vo. 
price  £2.  8b. 

Burton  (J.H.)— The  History  of  Scotland, 

from  the  Revolution  to  the  Extinction  of  the 
Last  Jacobite  Insurrection  (1689-1748).  By 
JOHK  Hlll  Bubton.    2  vols.  8vo.  26s. 

Bishop   S.  Butler's  General  Atlas  of 

Modem  and  Ancient  G^graphy ;  compris- 
ing Fifty-two  full-coloured  Maps;  with 
complete  Indices.  Kew  Edition,  nearly  all 
re-engraved,  enlaiged,  and  greatly  improved. 
Edited  bv  the  Author's  Son.  Boyal  4to. 
24fi.  half-bound. 

i  The  Modem  AUas  of  28  ftill-coloared  Mape. 

^'•P*"'®^  \  The  Ancient  Afia/of  24  flill-ooloared  Mape. 
1       Royal  8vo.  price  ISa. 

Bishop  8.  Butler's  Sketch  of  Kodem  and 
-Ancient  Gbographv.  New  Edition,  tho- 
roughly revised,  with  such  Alterations  intro- 
duoed  as  continually  proffreasive  Discoveries 
and  the  latest  Information  have  rendered 
necessary.    Post  8vo.  price  7s.  6d. 

Bishop  J.  Butler's   Fifteen   Sermons 

preached  at  the  Bolls  ChapeL  With  Notes, 
Analytical,  Explanatory,  and  Illustrative, 
and  Observations  in  reply  to  Mackintosh, 
Wardiaw,  and  Maurice,  by  Bev.  Bobbbt 
Cabmichasl,  ma...  Fellow  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin.    8vo.  9s. 

The  Cabinet  Lawyer :  A  Popular  Digest 

of  the  Laws  of  England,  Civil  and  Criminal ; 
with  a  Dictionary  of  Law  Terms,  Maxims, 
Statutes,  and  Judicial  Antiquities ;  Correct 
Tables  of  Assessed  Taxes,  Stamp  Duties, 
Excise  Licenses,  and  Post-Horse  Duties; 
Post-Office  Begulations  ;  and  Prison  Disci- 
pline. 17th  Edition,  comraising  the  PubUo 
Acts  of  theSession  1856.    Fcp.  8vo.  lOs.  6d. 

The  Cabinet  Oaietteer:  A  Popular  Expo- 
sition of  All  the  Countries  of  the  World ; 
their  Government,  Population,  Bevenues, 
Commerce,  and  Industries;  Agricultural, 
Manufactured,  and  Mmeral  Products  ;  Be- 
ligion,  Laws,  Manners,  and  Social  State: 
With  brief  Notices  of  their  Histoiy  and  An- 
tiquities.  By  the  Author  of  The  Cabinet 
Lawyer.  Fcp.  8vo.  lOs.  6d.  doth ;  or  ISs. 
bound  in  calf. 

b8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEW  WORKS  AND  NEW  EDITIOIIB 


Caird.— English  Agridnltare  in  1850  and 

1851 :  Its  Condition  and  Prospect**  By 
Jahbs  Caibi),  Esq.,  of  Baldoon^  Agricultural 
Commissioner  of  Tke  Th$et.  The  Second 
Edition.    8to.  price  14b. 

Calvert— Pneoma;  or,  the  Wandering 

Soul:  A  Parable,  in  Bhjme  and  Outline. 
Bt  the  Ber.  William  Oaltbbt,  M.A., 
lUnorOanon  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  With 
20  Etchings  by  the  Author.  Square  crown 
Bto.  10s.  6d. 

Oalrert  —  The    Wife's    Mannal ;   or, 

Prayers,  Thoughts,  and  Songs  on  Sereral 
Occasions  of  a  Matron's  Life.  By  the  Ber. 
W.  Caltbet,  M.A.  Ornamented  from  De- 
signs by  the  Author  in  the  style  of  Qw^wi 
JmwabetVt  Pra^tr-Book*  Second  Sdiiion. 
Grown  8to.  10b.  6d. 

Carlisle  (Lord).— A  Diary  in  Tnrtish  and 

Oreek  Waters.  By  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
BABLofCABUSLi.  jBlfth  Edition.  PostSro. 
pnce  lOt.  6d. 

Catlow.— Popular  Conchology;  or,  the 

Shell  Cabinet  amaged  aooording  to  the 
Modem  S^rstem  :  With  adet«iled  Ascoont 
olthe  Animals,  and  »  completeDeBeriptiTe 
list  of  the  Familiea  aad  GteDsra  of  Beoent 
and  Fossil  Shells.  By  Aexxs  Catlow. 
Second  Edition^  much  improred ;  with  405 
Woodcut  Illustrations.    Post  8yo.  price  14b. 

Cecil.— The  Sittd  Farm;  or,  Hints  on 

Breeding  Horses  for  the  Turf^  the  Chase,  and 
tiie  Boad.  Addressed  to  Breeders  of  Bace- 
Horses  and  Hunters,  Landed  Proprietors, 
and  especially  to  Tenant  Farmers.  By 
CioiL.    Fcp.  870.  with  Frontispiece,  6s. 

CMFf  8«iU«  Prtetioe;  or,  Hints  on  Training 
for  the  Turf;  the  Chase,  and  the  Boad ; 
wttii  Obserrationa  on  Bacing  and  Hunt- 
ing, Wasting,  Bftce-Biding,  and  Handi- 
capping :  Addressed  to  Owners  of  Bacers, 
Hunters,  and  other  Horses,  and  to  all  who 
are  concerned  in  Bacing,  Steeple-Chasing, 
and  Fox-Hunting.  Fcp.  8vo.  with  Phite, 
price  5s.  half-bound. 

Chtfirenl  On  the  Harmony  and  Contrast 

of  Colours,  and  their  AppHcations  to  the 
Affis:  Including  Painting,  Interior  Decora- 
tion, Tapestries,  Carpets,  Mosaics,  Cbloured 
Glaaing,  Paper-Staming,  Calico-Printing, 
Letterpress-Printing,  Map-Oolouring,Dre8s, 
Landscape  and  Flower-Gardening,  Ac.  &c. 
Translated  b^  Chablbs  BIabtel.  Second 
Edition;  with  4  Plates.  Crown  9^0. 
price  10s.  6d. 


Chapmaa— History  of  QnsiaTiu  MxA- 

phnst,  and  of  the  Thhiy  Years*  War  op  te^ 
King*s  Deatti :  With  some  Aeoount  ci  iU 
Ccmdusion  by  the  Peace  of  Westphalia^  ia 
1648.  By  B.  C&apmak,  MJL,  Ywm^  at 
Letherhead.   8to.  with  Bans^  ISa.  6d. 

Clinton.— Literary  Basains  of  Hany 

Fynes  Clinton,  H  JL,  Author  of  tiie  Fddt 
Stlimm,  the  Ruii  Bommni,  &o. :  Comprisa^ 
an  Antobiogr^^y  aad  Litemrr  J^aeEnal, 
and  brief  Essays  on  Theological  Btig/ta^ 
Bdited  by  the  Ber.  a  J.  FzHsa  C^inos^ 
K.A«    Poitero.  98.  ed. 

Conybeare.— Essays,  Ecclesiastical  and 

Social:  Beprinted, with AddiHom, froat the 
Betimbmrffk  Rswim^  By  the  Ber.  W.  J. 
OoiTYBSASB,  M.A.,  late  Fdlow  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge.    8to.  12v. 

Conybeare  and  Howson.— The  lAh  and 

Epistles  of  Saint  Paul:  GompiiaiDg  a 
complete  Biography  of  the  Apostk^  aad 
a  Translation  ot  ms  Epistlea  inaerted  in 
Chronological  Order.  By  the  Ber.  W.  J. 
CoNTBBABB,  H.A. ;  aad  the  Ber.  J.  S. 
Howsov,  MJL  Second  EdUum^  oaxdiiDy 
rerised  and  corrected,  and  printed  in  a  mors 
conrenient  form;  with  scToral  Mape  and 
Woodcuts,  and  4  Plates.  2  rols.  eqoaze 
crown  8vo.  Sis.  6d.  cloth. 

%•  The  Origliud  Bdmon,  wHh  taatt  naBoraat  Oartn- 

tltms,  in  2  rob.  4to.  pttai48s.-]iU9  «lK>be  lMi4. 

Dr.  Copland's  Dictionary  of  Rutical 

Medicine :  Comprising  General  PtathologT, 
the  Nature  and  Trsatment  of  DlaeBseai 
Morbid  Structures,  and  the  Disorders  es- 
pecially incidental  to  dimatesy  to  Ses,  and 
to  the  different  l^iochs  of  Life;  with  nume- 
rous approred  Formuhe  of  the  *'  "  • 
recommended.  Tola.  Land  11.  8^0. 
m-,  and  Parts  X  to  XVn.  4a.  6d.  < 
V  P«rt  XVlIin  compTnttng  the  work,  is  laiimisiR  lor 

pObUCftUOBl. 

Cresy's  EncydopsBdia  of  Civil  Engi- 
neering, Historieal,  TheoieticiJl,  and  Fcae- 
ticaL  niustcated  by  upwsrds  of  8/XK) 
Woodcuts.  Second  EdUum^  rerised  and 
brought  down  to  the  Pretent  Time  in  a 
Supplement,oompriainffMetropolitan  Water- 
Supply,  Drainage  of  Towns,  Bailways, 
Cubical  Proportion,  Brick  and  Iron  Coo- 
struction.  Iron  Screw  Piles,  Tubular  Bridge*, 
&?.  8to.  6ds.  doth.  — The  SvppLSicnrz 
separately,  price  lOs.  6d.  doth. 

Cotton.— Instmctlons  in  the  Doctrine 

and  Practice  of  Christianity.  Intended 
chiefly  as  an  Introduction  to  Confirmation. 
By  0.  B.  L.  CoTTOir,  M.A.,  late  Fdlow  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge.    18mo.  2s.  6d. 
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Tlie  Oricket-Field ;  or,  tb»  Science  and 

Historf  of  the  Qtme  of  Oicket.  By  the 
Author  of  Prineiplet  of  Scimii/U  Batting, 
Second  Hditioii,  greatly  improred ;  with 
Plates  and  Woodcuts.  Vtep.  8ro.  price  60. 
half-bound. 

Lady  GoBt's  Invalid^  Book.  — The  In- 

TsUd's  Own  Book  t  A  Oolleetion  of  Beeipes 
from  Tarious  Books  and  yarious  Ooontnes. 
By  the  Honourable  Ladt  Ctjbt.  Second 
l^Ution,    Edp>  8to.  prioc  2s.  6d. 

Dale.— The  Domestdo  liturgy  and  Family 

Chaplain,  in  Two  Farts :  Pabt  I.  Church 
Serrices  adapted  for  Domestic  UbC,  with 
Prayers  ibr  sxerj  Day  of  the  Week,  seleoted 
from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer;  Pabt 
IL  an  appropriate  Sermon  for  Every  Simday 
in  tha  Year.  By  the  Ber.  Thomaa  Dalb, 
M.A.,  Canon  Besidentiary  of  St.  Paul's. 
Second  Edition.  Post  4to.  21s.  cloth; 
81s.  6d.  calf ;  or  £2.  IDs.  morocco. 


SeiMiratelj  { 


Tn  YkxnsT  CHJkPi.^iir;lSft. 
Tkb  Doicasno  Lxxusox,  lOik  60. 


Davy  (Dr.  J.)  — The  Angler  and  his 

Friend ;  or.  Piscatory  Colloquies  and  Fish- 
ing Excursions.  By  John  Datx,  MJ)., 
F.E.S.,  &c.    Fcp.  8vo.  price  6s. 

Delabeche.— Report  on  the  Geology  of 

Cornwall,  Deron,  and  West  Somerset.  By 
Sib  Henbt  T.  Dblabbchb,  F.R.S.,  late 
Director-General  of  the  Geological  Surrey, 
Wi<^  Mape,  Plates,  and  Woodeuta.  8fo. 
price  14b. 

De  la  Rive.^A  Treatige  on  Electdcity, 

in  Theory  and  Praotioe.  By  A.  Pb  Ul  Bitb, 
Professor  in  the  Academy  of  Genera.  Trans- 
lated for  the  Author  by  C.  V.  Walilbb, 
F.B.S.  In  Three  Voluniet;  with  numerous 
Woodcuts.  VoL  1. 870.  price  18s. ;  Yol.  II. 
price  28s. 

Dennistonn.  —  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert 

Strange,  Knight,  Engrayer,  Member  of 
several  Foreign  Academies  of  Design  ;  and 
of  his  Brother-in-law,  Andrew  Lumisden. 
By  Jambs  Dbnitistouk,  of  Dennistoun. 
2  Tols.  post  8vo.  withlllustiations,  21a. 

Digby.— The  Loyer's  Seat:  Kathemerina; 

or.  Common  Things  in  relation  to  Beauty, 
Virtue,  and  Truth.  By  Kbvblic  Hbwrt 
DiQBT,  Author  of  Mores  Catholici^  &c.  2  toIs. 
fcp.  8vo.  128. 

Discipline.   By  the  Anther  of  *'  Letters 

to  my  Unknown  Friends,"  &c.  Second 
Edition,  enlarged.    18mo.  price  2s.  6d. 


Dodd.— The  Food  of  London :  A  Sketch 

of  the  chief  Varieties,  Sources  of  Supply, 
probable  Quantities,  Modes  of  Arrival,  Pro- 
cessea  of  Manufacture,  suspected  Adiiltera- 
tion,  and  Maehineryof  Distribution  of  the 
Food  for  a  Community  of  Two  Millions  and 
a  Half.  By  Gbobob  Dodd,  Author  of 
British  MoMvfMiur^t,  Sua.  Post  8to.  IDs.  6d. 

The  Eclipse  of  Faith ;  or,  a  Visit  to  a 

Religious  Soeptio.  7tA£ditim,  Fcp.Sro.  5s. 

Befence  of  Hie  Eclipn  of  Faith,  by  its 
Author:  Being  a  Rejoinder  to  Professor 
Newman's  Repfy :  Including  a  full  Exami- 
nation of  that  Writer's  Criticism  on  the 
Character  of  Christ  j  and  a  Chapter  on  the 
Aspects  and  Pretensions  of  Modem  Deism^ 
Second  Edition,  rerised.     Post  8to.  5s.  6d. 

The  Englishman's  Greek  Concordance  of 

the  New  Testament :  Being  an  Attempt  at  a 
Verbal  Connexion  between  the  Greek  and 
the  English  Texts ;  including  a  Concordance 
to  the  Proper  Names,  with  Indexes,  Greek- 
English  and  English-Greek.  New  Edition, 
with,  a  new  Index.    Boyal  8to.  price  42s. 

Tke  •Rnglishman'i  Hebrew  and  Cluddea  Con- 
cordance of  the  Old  Testament :  Being  an 
Attempt  at  a  Verbal  Connexion  between 
the  Original  and  the  English  Translations ; 
with  Indexes,  a  List  of  the  Proper  Names 
and  their  Ooourrenoes,  &c.  2  vols,  royal 
8t«.  £8.  18s.  6d. ;  hirge  paper,  £4.  14b.  6d. 

Ephemera's    Handbook    of    Angling; 

teaching  Fly-Fishing,  GTroUing,  Bottom- 
Fishing,  Salmon-Fishing ;  with  the  Natural 
Hiatory  of  Bi^er-Fish,  and  the  best  Modes 
of  Catching  them.  Third  Edition,  corrected 
andimprored;  with  Woodcuts.  Fcp.8T0  5s. 

Ephemera.— The  Book  of  the  Salmon:  Com- 
prising the  Tlieory,  Principles,  and  Prac- 
tice of  Fly-Fishing  for  Salmon  j  List*  of 
good  Salmon  FKes  for  erery  good  Biyerin 
the  Empire ;  the  Natural  History  of  the 
Salmon,  its  Habits  described,  and  the  best 
way  of  artificially  Breeding  it.  By  Ephb- 
ICBBA  ;  assisted  by  Aia>BBW  YouKa.  Fcp. 
8yo.  with  coloured  Plates,  price  14s. 

W.  Erskine,  Esq.  — History  of  India 

under  B4ber  and  Humiyun,  the  First  Two 
Soyereigns  of  the  House  of  Taimur.  By 
William  Ebskikb,  Esq.    2  vols.  8yo.  32s. 

Etheridge.  — Jerusalem  and  Tiberias; 

Sora  and  Cordora :  A  View  of  the  Religious 
and  Scholastic  Learning  of  the  Jews.  De- 
signed a»  an  Introduct  on  to  Hebrew  Lite- 
rature. ByJ.  W.  Ethbbtdge,  M.A.,Ph.D. 
Post8yo.7s.6d. 
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Pairbairn.— Useftd  Infonnation  for  En- 
gineers :  Being  a  Series  of  Lectures  deUyered 
to  the  Working  Engineers  of  Yorkshire  and 
Lancashire.  With  a  Series  of  Appendices, 
containing  the  Results  of  Experimental  In- 
quiries into  the  Strength  of  Materials,  the 
Causes  of  Boiler  Explosions,  &c.  By 
William  FAiBBAiBif,  F.R.S.,  F.a.S.  With 
Plates  and  Woodcuts.  Royal  8vo.  price  158. 

Faraday  (Professor).  —  The    Subject- 

Matter  of  Six  Lectures  on  the  Non-Metallic 
Elements,  deUyered  before  the  Members 
of  the  Royal  Institution,  by  Pbofebsob 
Eabadat,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  &c.  Arranged  by 
permission  from  the  Lecturer's  Notes  by 
J.  SooFTEBzr,  M.B.    Fcp.  8vo.  price  5s.  6d. 

Tlemish  Interiors.    By  the  Writer  of 

A  Glance  behind  the  Oriiies  of  ^luyious 
Houtes  in  France,    Fcp.  8yo.  7s.  6d. 

Forester.— Travels  in  the  Islands  of  Cor- 
sica and  Sardinia.  By  Thoscab  Fobesteb, 
Author  of  Rambles  in  Norway,  With  nume- 
rous coloured  Illustrations  and  Woodcuts, 
from  Sketches  made  during  the  Tour  by 
Lieutenant- Colonel  M.  A.  Bidditlfh,  RjL. 
Imperial  8yo.  [/»  the  press, 

Folcher.—Life  of  Thomas  Gainsborongh, 
RJL.  By  the  late  Oeoboe  Williams 
FULOHEB.  Edited  by  his  Sow.  With  4 
lUustrations.    New  Edition,    Fcp.  8yo. 

[^Nearly  ready, 

Gilbari— A  Practical  Treatise  on  Bank- 
ing. By  James  William  G-ilbabt,  F.R.S., 
General  Manager  df  the  London  and  West- 
minster Bans.  Sixth  Edition^  reyised 
and  enlarged.    2  yols.  12mo.  Portrait,  16s. 

Gilbart.  —  Logic  for  the   Million:    a 

Familiar  Exposition  of  the  Art  of  Reasoning. 
Bjr  J.  W.  GiLBABT,  F.R.S.  4th  Edition  ; 
with  Portrait  of  the  Author.    12mo.  ds.  6d. 

Gilbart— Logic  for  the  Tonng:  ConBistiiig  of 
Twenty-fiye  Lessons  in  the  Art  of  Reasoning. 
Selected  from  the  Logic  of  Dr.  Isaac  Watts. 
By  J.  W.  GiLBABT,  F.R.S.    12mo.  Is. 

The  Poetical  Works  of  Oliver  Goldsmith. 

Edited  by  BoLTOirCoBNET,  Esq.  Illustrated 
by  Wood  Enmyings,  from  Designs  by 
Members  of  the  Etching  dub.  Square 
crown  8ro.  doth,  21s.  $  morocco,  £1.  let. 

Gosse.  —  A    Naturalist's    Sojourn    in 

Jamaica.  By  P.  H.  Ck)SSE,  Esq.  With 
Plates.    Post  8yo.  price  14a, 


Mr.  W.  R.  Greg's  Contribiilaoiis  to  1%e 

Edinburgh  Reyiew. — Essays  on  Politkalasd 
Social  Science.  Contributed  chiefly  to  t^ 
Edinburgh  Review,  By  WxLUULK  B.  GSK. 
2  yols.  8yo.  price  24a. 

Grove. —  The  Correlation  of  Fhyacal 

Forces.    By  W.  R.  OsoTS,   Q.C,  MJ^ 

F.R.S.,  &c.  Third  Edition  ;  with  Notes  ssd 
References.    Syo.  price  Ta. 

Gnmey.— St.  Louis  and  Henii  IV. :  Bdng 

a  Second  Series  of  Historical  Skrtches. 
By  the  Rey.  J.  Kaicpdek  GhiTBVZT,  ILL 
Fcp.  Syo.  6«. 

Evening  Recreations;  or,  Samiil^  frm 

the  Lecture-Room.  Edited  by  tfae  Brr. 
John  Hahpdbn  Gubhbt,  M.  A^  Bactoir  d 
St.  Mary's,  Marylebone.     Crown  Syo.  5«. 

Gwilt— AnEncyclopsdiaofArchitectine, 

Historical,  Theoretical^  and  FractieaL  Bt 
Joseph  Gwxlt.  With  more  than  l^OCO 
Wood  Engrayings,  from  Bemgns  by  J.  S. 
GwiLT.    Third  Edition*     8to.  42to. 

Halloran.^Eight  Months'  Joomal  of 

Visit  to  Japan,  Loochoo,  and  Pootoo.  Bt 
Alfred  Laubbkcs  Hallobak,  Ma^ 
R.N.,  F.R.a.S.,  Polperro,  CornwaU.  Wiik 
Etchings  and  Woodcuts  from  Designs  bj 
the  Author.    Poet  Svo.        [Nearty  ready. 

Hare  (Archdeacon).'-The  Life  of  I^itber, 

in  Forty-eight  Historical  Engrsyinn.  Bj 
GuBTAY  £din&.  With  Kxplanaticww  bj 
Abohdeaook  Hasb  and  Sttsabka  Wox- 
WOBTH.    Fcp.  ^to.  price  28e. 

Harford.— Life  of  BSichael  Angelo  Bno- 

narrotti;  comprising  Memoirs  of  Sayomazok 
and  Yittoria  Colonna,  and  much  Contem- 
poraneous History.  By  JoHir  S.  HABVOBm 
D.O.L.,  F.R.S.,  Member  of  the  Roman  Acs- 
demy  of  Painting  of  St.  Luke,  and  of  Xht 
ArchiBological  Society  of  Rome.  2  yob- 
Syo.  with  Portrait  of  Michael  Angelo,  and 
numerous  Illustrations.         [/»  the  jarcts. 

Also,  to  be  sold  separately,  in  foho^ 

EngravingiiUixfltraliyeoftheWorkBofMiohad 

Angolo,  both  in  Piuotlng  and  Architeotnre ;  witfa  Ec- 
Idauatonr  Descriptioni  ^  tho  latter,  ligr  C.  B.  Cock- 


Harrison.— The  Light  of  the  Foi«;  or, 

Counsels  drawn  from  the  Sick-Bed  of  B.  M 
By  the  Rey.  W.  Habbisok,  M JL,  Domeatic 
ChapUdn  to  H.R.H.  the  Dochees  of  Cam- 
bridge.   Fcp.  Sto.  price  6s, 
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Harry  Hieover— Stable  Talk  and  Table 

Talk ;  or.  Spectacles  for  Youne  Sportsmen. 
By  Habbt  Mieoteb.  New  Emtion,  2  yoIb. 
8to.  with  Portrait,  price  24b. 

Harry  Hieover.— The  Hunting-Field.  ByHarrj 
HiEOTEB.  With  Two  Platet.  Fcp.  8yo. 
58.  half-bound. 

Harry  Hieover.—Practical  Horseman- 
ship. By  Habby  HiEOTZB.  Second  Edition  ; 
with  2  Plates.    Fop.  Svo.  6s.  half-bound. 

Harry  ffieorer.— The  Btnd,  tat  Praetioal  Pur- 
poses and  Practical  Men:  Being  a  Guide 
to  the  Choice  of  a  Horse  for  use  more  than 
for  show.  By  Habbt  Hieoteb.  With  2 
Plates..    Fop.  8to.  price  5s.  half-bound. 

Harry  meover.— The  Pocket  and  the  Stud;  or, 
Practical  Hints  on  the  Management  of  the 
Stable.  B^  Habbt  Hieoteb.  Second 
Edition;  with  Portrait  of  the  Author.  Fcp. 
8yo.  price  5s.  half-bound. 

Hassall  (Dr.)— Food  and  its  Adultera- 
tions :  Comprising  the  Beports  of  the  Ana- 
lytical Sanitaiy  (^mmission  of  The  Lancet 
K>r  the  Years  1851  to  1854  inclusiye,  revised 
and  extended.  By  Abthub  Hill  Hassall, 
M.B.,  &c..  Chief  Analyst  of  the  Commission. 
8yo.  with  159  Woodcuts,  28s. 

CoL  Hawker's  Instmctions  to  Toang 

Sportsmen  in  all  that  relates  to  Guns  and 
Snooting.  lOth  Edition,  revised  and  brought 
down  to  the  Present  Tune,  by  the  Author's 
Son,  Major  P.  W.  L.  Hawebb.  With  a 
New  Portrait  of  the  Author,  and  numerous 
Plates  and  Woodcuts.    8vo.  21s. 

Haydon.— The  Life  of  Benjamin  Bobert 

Haydon,  Historical  Painter,  from  his  Auto- 
biography and  Journals.  Edited  and  com- 
piled by  Tom  Tatlob,  MA.,  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  Esq.    8  vols,  post  8vo.  31s.  6d. 

Haydn's  Book  of  Dignities:  Containing 

Bolls  of  the  Official  Personages  of  the  British 
Empire,  Civil,  Eoolesiastical,  Judicial,  Mili- 
taiy,  Naval,  and  Municipal,  from  the  Earliest 
Periods  to  the  Present  Time.  Together 
with  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe,  from  the 
Foundation  of  their  respective  States  %  the 
Peerage  and  Nobility  of  Great  Britain ;  &c. 
Being  a  New  Edition,  improved  and  conti- 
nued, of  Beatson*s  Political  Index.  8vo. 
258.  half-bound. 

Herring.  —  Paper   and   Paper-Making, 

Ancient  and  Modem.  By  Bichabd  Heb- 
EWO.  With  an  Introduction  by  the  Rev. 
Geobge  Cboly,  LL.D.  Second  Edition^ 
with  Plates  and  Specimens.    8vo.  78.  6d. 


Sir  John  HerscheL—OatUnes  of  Astro- 
nomy. By  Sib  JoHir  F.  W.  Hebsohel, 
Bart.,  &c.  New  Edition ;  with  Plates  and 
Wood  Engravings.    8vo.  price  18s. 

HilL-Travels  in  Siberia.   By  S.  S.  Hill, 

Esq.,  Author  of  Tittveh  on  the  Shores  of 
the  BaXtie,  With  a  large  Map  of  European 
and  Asiatic  Bussia.    2  vols,  post  8vo.  24^, 

Hints  on  Etiquette  and  the  Usages  of 

Sociefy:  With  a  Glance  at  Bad  Habits. 
New  Edition,  revised  (with  Additions)  by  a 
Lady  of  Bank.  Fcp.Svo.  price  Half-a-C^wn. 

Holland.— Medical  Notes  and  Reflec- 
tions. By  Sib  Henby  Hoi^iin>,  Bart.» 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c..  Physician  in  Ordinary 
to  the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert.  Third 
Edition,  with  Alterations  and  Ad^tions. 
8vo.  18s. 

Holland.- Chapters  on  Xental  Physiology.  By 
Sib  Henbt  Holland,  Bart.,  F.B.S.,  &c. 
Founded  chiefly  on  Chapters  contained  in 
the  Fiirst  and  Second  Editions  of  Medical 
Notes  and  ^Jleetiont  by  the  same  Author.. 
8vo.  price  lOs.  6d« 

Hook.—The  Last  Days  of  Onr  Lord's 

Ministry:  A  Course  of  Lectures  on  the 
principal  Events  of  Passion  Week.  By 
the  Bev.  W.  F.  BtooK,  D  J).  New  Edition* 
Fcp.  8vo.  price  Os. 

Hooker.— Eew  Gardens;  or,  a  Popular 

Guide  to  the  Boyal  Botanic  Gardens  of 
Eew.  By  Snt  William  Jacxsok  HooKEB, 
.     KH.,  &c.,  Director.     New  Edition;  with 
many  Woodcuts.    16mo.  price  Sixpence. 

Hooker.— Mosemn  of  Economic  Botany ; 

or,  a  Popular  Guide  to  the  Useful  and  Be- 
markable  Vegetable  Products  of  the  Museum 
in  the  Boyal  Gardens  of  Kew.  By  SiB  W.  J. 
HooKEB,  K.H.,  Ac.,  Director,  With  29 
Woodcuts.    16mo.  price  Is. 

Hooker  and  Amott— The  British  Flora ; 

comprising  the  Phsenogamous  or  Flowering 
Plants,  and  the  Ferns.  Seventh  Edition, 
vrith  Additions  and  Corrections ;  and  nu- 
merous Figures  illustrative  of  the  Umbelli- 
ferous Pilots,  the  Composite  Plants,  the 
Grasses,  and  the  Ferns.  By  Sib  W.  J. 
B[ooEEB,  F.B.A  and  L.S.,  &c. ;  and  G.  A. 
Waleeb-Arnott,  LL.D.,  F.L.S.  12mo. 
with  12  Plates,  price  14b.  ;  with  the  Plates 
coloured,  price  2l8. 
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NEW  WOIUKSaiid  NEW  EDITIONS 


Home's  Introdacldon  to  the  Gritioal 

Study  and  Enowledge  of  the  Holy  Sorip- 
tures.  TeMlh  EdiUon^  rofiBed,  oorreeted,, 
and  brought  down  to  the  present  tinie. 
Edited  by  the  Eey.  T.  Haetwbll  Honini, 
B.D.  (the  Author) ;  the  Bey.  Samuel 
Dayidsoit,  B.D.  of  ^e  UniTersity  of  Halle, 
and  LL.B. ;  and  S.  Pbidbaitz  Tbxoellbs, 
LL.D.  With  4  Maps  and  22  Vignettes  and 
Faoeimiles.    4  toIs.  8to.  £8.  Ids.  6d. 

%*  The  Four  Volamec  may  also  be  bad  9ep(xtaUlp  as 
loUo«rt:— 

Vol.  T.— a  8aminary  of  the  Evideaoe  for  tiie  OenuineneRs, 
Authenticity,  Unoorrapted  Preeerration,  and  Inspiration  of 
tbeHolyScriptoxes.  BytbeBev.T.H.H<MroekB.D..8vo.l5s. 

Vol.  IL— The  Text  of  theOM  TmtammU  considered :  With 
a  Treatise  on  Sacred  Interpretation :  and  a  brief  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Old  Testament  Books  and  the  Apocrypha.  By  S. 
Davidson.  D.D.(HaU6}  and  LL.D 8to.25s. 

Vol.  III.— a  Bmmnary  of  BiUical  Geography  and  Anti- 
quitiM.    By^ReT.T.H.Hocne.B.D .9val8s. 

Vol.  I  v.— An  Introdwotion  to  the  Textual  Criticism  of  the 
Hew  Testament.  By  the  Bev.  T.  H.  Home.  B.D.  The 
Critical  Part  re>written.  and  tlio  remnhider  revised  and 
editfidTjy  K  P.  Tregelles,  LL.D. .8va  18e. 

Home.— A  Compendious  Introduction  to  the 
Study  of  the  Bible.  By  the  Bev.  T.  Habt- 
WELL  HoEira,  B.D.  New  Edition,  with 
Maps  and  Illustrations.     12mo.  9s. 

How  to  Nurse  Sick  Children :  Intended 

especially  as  a  Help  to  the  Nurses  in  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children ;  but  containing 
Directions  of  service  to  all  who  have  the 
charge  of  tlie  Young.    Fcp.  8yo.  Is.  6d. 

Hewitt  (A.  M.)  — An  Art-Student  in 

Munich.  By  AmrA  Mabx  Howxtt.  2 
vols,  post  8vo.  price  140. 

Howitt.-The  Children's  Year.  By  Mary 

HowiTT.  With  Four  Illustrations,  firom 
Designs  by  A.  M.  Ho^nrr.  Square  l^no.  6s . 

Hewitt.  —  Land,  Labour,   and    Gold; 

or,  Two  Years  in  Victoria :  With  Visit  to 
Sydney  and  Van  Diemen's  Land.  By 
WnjJAM  HowiTT.    2  vols,  post  Svo.  2l8. 

owitt.— Visits  to  Bemarkabie  Plaees : 

Old  Halls,  Battle-Fields,  and  Soenee  illustra- 
tive of  Stnking  Passages  in  English  History 
and  Poetry.  By  William  HowiTT.  WTith 
about  80  Wood  Engravings.  New  Edition, 
2  vols,  square  crown  8vo.  25s.  cloth,  gilt  top. 

William  Howitt's  Boy's  Country  Book:  Being 
the  Beal  Life  of  a  Country  Boy,  written 
byhiuiself ;  exhibiting  all  the  Amusements, 
Pleasures,  and  Pursuits  of  Children  in  the 
Country.  New  Edition ;  with  40  Wood- 
cuts.   Fop.  Svo.  price  6s. 

flowitt.— The  Sural  Life  of  England.  By 
William  Howitt.  New  Edition,  cor- 
rected and  revised  j  with  Woodcuts  by 
Bewick  and  Williams.    Medium  8vo.  21s. 


Hue. -The  CUnMe  Emimre:  A  Se^ 

to  Hua  and  Qabet's  J<mrm^  iJkromffk  fienfc^ 
€nd  XkiM.  By  the  AbbI  JBTuc,  Stxmet} 
Missionaiy  Apostolic  in  CSuba.  &esii 
Edition;  with  Map.    2  vols.  8to.  S^ 

Hudson's  Plain  Directions  for  Ifakiif 

Wills  in  conformity  with  the  Xaw  :  Yn^  i 
clear  E^osition  of  tiie  Law  relating  U>  tk 
distribution  of  Personal  ^Estate  in  the  case 
of  Intestacy,  two  Forms  of  Wills,  and  m^ 
useful  information.  Nevr  and  enlargedEi- 
Hon  i  ioalMiMg  the  Promions  of  the  WSs 
.  Act  Amendment  Act.    Fq^  8to.  2s.  6d. 

Hudson's  Executor^s  C^mde.    New  ui 

enlarged  Edition;  with't^  Addatiosi  d 
Directions  for  paying  Sucoeasion  Dntzes  c^ 
Beal  Proper^  under  "Wffls  aod  Intestaos 
and  a  TaUe  ^r  finding  the  Yaiuee  of  Ann^- 
ties  and  the  Amount  of  Legacy  ejid  Boecef- 
sion  Duty  'thereon.    Pep.  8to.-  €0. 

Hudson  and  Kennedy.— Where  there's 

a  Will  there 's  a  Way :  An  Aseent  of  M«2 
Blanc  by  a  New  Koute  and  Without  Ghtt^ 
By  the  Kev.  C.  Hudson,  M.  A.,  St.  J6bs:i 
College,  Cambridge ;  and  £.  S.  Kssfsdi. 
BA-,  Caius  CoUece,  Cambridge.  &opt.' 
Edition,  with  Two  Ascents  of  Monit  JZom  .-  & 
Plate,  and  a  coloured  Map.  Post  Sfo,  Ssl  §i 

Humboldt's  Cosmos.   Translated,  with 

the  Author's  authority,  by  Mbs.  SABin. 
Vols.  I.  and  II.  16mo.  Half-a-Crown  esJ, 
sewed ;  3s.  6d.  each,  cloth  :  or  in  post  Sro. 
12s.  each,  cloth.  VoL  m.  poet  Sto. 
12s.  6d.  cloth :  or  in  16mo.  Part  I.  2s.  6i 
sewed,  3s.  6d.  cloth  ;  and  Part  IL  3b.  sewtd 
4«.  cloth. 

HuttheldVt  Aipeota  of  Hataze.  Traaditsd, 
with  the  Author's  authority,  by  Mbs.Sabdx 
l€mo.  price  6s. :  or  in  2  vols.  Ss.  6d.  eac^ 
cloth;  2s.  6d.  each)  eewed. 

Humphreys.  — Parables  of  Onr  Lord 

iUuminated  and  ornamented  in  the  at^le  d 
the  Missals  of  the  Beoaissanee  by  Hssbt 
Noel  Hfmphbbts.  Square  fcp.  8ro.  21f 
in  massive  carved  covers  j  or  30s.  bound  - 
morocco  by  Hay  day. 

Hunt  — Researches  on  Li|^t   in  its 

Chemical  Belations  ;  embracing  a  Con- 
sideration of  all  the  Photographic  Prooe8S€5. 
By  BoBEBT  Huif  T,  F.B.S.  Second  Edition, 
with  Plate  and  Woodcuts.    8to.  10b.  6d. 

Idle.— Hints  on  Shooting,  Ksbing.  &c>, 

both  on  Sea  and  Land,  and  in  the  Fresb- 
Water  Lochs  of  Soothmd :  B«ng  the  Expe- 
riences of  C.  Idle,  Esq.    Fcp.  8to.  5i. 
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Mrs.  Jameson's  Legends  of  the  Bdnts 

and  Mart^ :  First    Series  of   Sacred  and 
LifferUUay  Art,    SeoonolEfliiion)    wi^  xm« 
merous  Woodcuts,  and  16  EtoHngBbfthfr' 
Author.    Square  crown  8?o.  28e. 


Xrfl.  JamMOii'j  Legends  of  the  Xonastie 
Orders,  as  represented  in  the  Fine  Arts.; 
Second  Series  oi  Sacred  and  Legendary  AtU 
Seoond.Edition,  enlarged ;  with  11  Etchings 
by  the  Author,  and  88  Woodcuts.  Square 
crown  8to.  price  28s. 


Hrs.   Jamesoa'a  Legemds  of  the 

as  represented  in  the  Fine  Azte:  G?faird 
Series  of  Saered  and  Legendary  Art.  With 
65  Drawings  by  the  Atithor,  and  162  Wood- 
cuts.   SquaM  ovQwn  8to.  28e» 

Mrs.  Jameson^  Gommosplaee^Book  of 

Thoughts,  Memories,  and  Fancies,  Original 
andSdected.  Parti.  Ethics  and  Chaiscter; 
Fart  XL  Literature  asd  Aii.  Second  Edit. 
reyised  and  corrected;  with  Etchings  and 
Woodcuts.    Crown  8yo.  ISs. 

Krs.  Jameson's  Two  Leeturee  on  the  Employ- 
t  ment  of  Women. 

1.  SiOTXBS  of  CSABirr,   C^tbolio  and   Pnotevtant, 

Abroad  and  at  Home.   Second  EdUUm,  with  new 
Prefhoe.    Fcp.  8vo.  4», 

2.  The  Co&nnrHiov  cf  Labova  :  A  Second  Lootnrv  on 

the  Socittl  Employments  of  Wcmxen.    Fcp.  8vo.  8b. 

Jaqnemet's  Gompendicutt  of  Chronology : 

Containing  th6  most  important  Dates  of 
Ckneral  History,  Folitical,  Ecolesiasticaly 
and  Literary,  from  the  Chreation  of  the 
World  to  the  end  of  the  Year  1854.  Edited 
hy  the  Eev.  J.  ALCOBiii,  MA..  Fost  8to. 
price  7s.  6d. 

Jennings.— Social  Delusions  concerning 

Wealth  and  Want.  By  Kichabd  Jbkhhtgs, 
M.A.,  Trinity  College,  Cambridge  j  Author 
of  Natural  Efementt  of  Political  Economy, 
Fcp.  8?o.  4s. 

Lord  Jeffirey's   Contribntions   to  The 

Edinburgh  Beriew.  A  New  Edition,  com- 
plete in  One  Volume,  with  a  Fortrait  en- 
graved by  Henry  Eobinson,  and  a  Vignette. 
Square  crown  8vo.  2l8.  cloth  j  or  80s.  calf. 
—Or  in  8  vols.  8vo.  price  42s. 

Bishop  Jeremy  Taylor's  Entire  Woriu : 

With  Life  by  Bishop  Hbbsb.  Bevieedand 
corrected  by  the  Bev.  OHABUsFAOxEiyxir, 
FeUow  of  Oriel  College^  Oxford.  Now 
COiiq>lei>ein  10  vob^  8to.  10s.  6d«  each;. 


Johns  and  Nio^as's  Calendar  of  Victory : 

Being  a  Record  of  British  Valour  and  Con- 

rt  by  Sea  sod  Land,  on  Every  Ds^  in 
Year,  from  the  Earliest  Feriod  to  tlie 
Battle  of  Inkermann.    Fcp.  8vo.  123.  6d. 

Johnston— A  Dictionary  of  Geography, 

Descriptive,  Physical,  Statbtical,  and  Histori- 
cal: Ix)rming  a  complete  General  Gazetteer 
of  the  Wor&.  By  A.  Keith  Johnston, 
F.Il.aE.,  F.R.G.8.,  F.G.S.,  Geographer  at 
Edinburgh  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty- 
Second  Edition,  thoroughly  revised.  In  1 
vol  of  1,360  pages,  comprising  about  50,000 
Names  of  Flaces.  8vo.  36s.  doth;  or  half- 
boimd  in  russia,  41s. 

Jones  (Owen).— Flowers  and  their  Kin* 

dred  Thoughts :  A  Series  of  Stanzas.  By 
Mabt  Akitb  Ba-COH.  With  beautiful  Illus- 
timtiottb  of  Flowers,  deaqpied  and  executed 
in  illuminated  printing  1>y  OWSV  JomiS. 
Beprinted.  Imperial  8vo.  price  81s.  6d.  calf. 

Ealisch.—Historical  and  Critical  Com- 
mentary on  the  Old  Testament.  By  Db. 
M.  £aij8CH,  M.A.  First  Fortion— Exodus  J 
in  Hebrew a»d  English,  with  copious  Notes, 
Critical,  Fhilological,  and  Explanatory. 
8vo.  15s. 

%*  An  edition  of  the  Erodu$^  as  above  (for  tlie  nee  of 
Engliah  readers),  compilslng  the  English  Translation,  and 
an  abridged  Commentary.   8vo.  price  128. 

Eemble.— The  Saxons  in.Eiigland:  A 

History  of  the  English  Commonwealth  till 
the  Norman  Conquest.  By  Johk  M.  Eem- 
B£E,  M.A.,  &c.    2  vols.  8vo.  28b. 

Kemp. -The  Phasts  of  Matter:  Being 

an  OutHne  of  the  Discoveries  and  Applica- 
tions of  Modem  Chemistry.  By  T.  Lutd- 
LET  Kbmp,  M.D.  With  148  Woodcuts. 
2  vols*  crown  8vo..21& 

E^ennard.  —  Eastern  Experiences  col- 
lected during  a  Winter's  Tour  in  Egypt  and 
the  Holy  Land.  By  Adam  Steinm^tz 
Kbnkabd.    Post  8vo.  IDs.  6d. 

Ee8teven.r-A  Manual  of  the  Domestic 

Practice  of  Medicine.  By  W.B.Kbstbten, 
Fellow  of  the  Boy al' College  of  Surgeons  ot 
England,  &e.    Squats  post  8vo.  7s.  6d. 

Elrhy  and  Spence^  Introduction   to 

Entomology ;  or,  Elementfe  of  the  Natural 
History  of  Insects;  Comprisfag  an  Account 
of  Noxious  and  Useful  InMcte,  of  their  Meta- 
morphoses,  Food,  Stratagems,  Hahitations, 
Societies,  Motions,  Noises,  Hybernation, 
Iiistinot,  &e.  Seventh  Edition,  with  nn  Ap- 
pendix  jrelative  to  the  Origin  and'  Progress 
of  the  work.  Crown  .8to.  €s. 
B  6 
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NEW  WOBES  AJTO  NEW  EDITIONS 


LARDNER'S    CABINET    CYCLOPEDIA 

Of  History,  Biography,  Litorature,  tht  Arti  and  Sdanoea,  Hatmal  BSfltory,  and  KaJraCMtars 

A  8erlM  of  Origiaal  Worki  by 


SiK  John  Hbrschbl, 
Sib  Jambs  Haceintosh* 
RoBBBT  South BT, 
Sib  Datid  Bbbwstbb, 


Bishop  Thiblwall., 
Thb  Rbt.  6.  R.  Gl£I«, 
J.  C.  L.  Db  SisvoiflDi, 
John  Phillips,  F.R.9^  G^ 


Thomas  KsioHfLBT, 
John  Fobstbb, 
Sib  Waltbb  Soott, 
Thomas  Moobv, 
And  othbb  Bminbnt  Wbitbbs. 
Complete  in  139  voU,  fcp.  8vo.  with  Viflpnette  Titles,  price,  in  cloth,  Nineteen  GninesM. 
The  Works  teparaUlg,  in  Sets  or  Series,  price  Three  Shillings  tnd  Sixpence  each  Voioae. 


A  lAtt  qf  ike  Works  eompoHug  ike  Cabinbt  Cyclopedia  :— 


22. 
28. 
24. 
25. 

?6. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
^. 

SS. 


Bell's  History  of  Rossia 3  vols.  lOs.  6d. 

Bell's  Lives  of  Bridsh  Poets 2  vols.  7s. 

Brewster's  Optics  lTol.8e.6d. 

Cooler's  Multime  snd  Inland  Discovery  8  vols.  lOs.  6d. 

Crowe's  History  of  France 8  vols.  10s.  6d. 

De  MiMTgan  on  Probabilities 1  vol.  Ss.  6d. 

De  Sismondi's  History  of  the  Italian 
ReiHibUos ItoL  8s.  «d. 

De  Sismondi's  Fall  of  the  Boman  Empire  2  vols.  7s. 

Donovan's  Chemistry  1  vol.  8s.  6d. 

Donovan's  Domestic  Economy 2  vols.  7s. 

Dunham's  Spain  and  Portugal 5  vols.  17s.  6d. 

Dunham's  Histcny  of  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  Norway 3  vols.  lOs.  6d. 

Donham's  History  of  Poland 1  vol.  Ss.  6d. 

Dunham's  Oermauio  Empire 3  vols.  10s.  6d. 

Dunham's  Europe  during  the  Bliddle 
Ages 4  vols.  14s. 

Dunham's  British  Dramatists 2  vols.  78. 

Dunham's  Livee  of  Early  Writers  of 
Great  Brltabi  1  vol.  Ss.  Od. 

Fergus's  History  of  the  United  States  . .  2  vols.  7s. 

Fosbroke's  Grecian  &  Roman  Antiquities  2  vols.  ?«. 

Forster's  Lives  of  the  Statesmen  of  the 
Commonwealth  5  vols.  17s.  6d. 

Gleig's  Livee  of  British  Military  Com- 
manders  3  vols.  10s.  6d. 

Orattan's  History  of  the  Netherlands  ...  1  vol.  8s.  6d. 

Henslow's  Botany , 1  vol.  Ss.  6d. 

Herschel's  Astronomy 1  vol.  3s.  fld. 

Hersohel's  Discourse  on  Natural  Philo- 
sophy   1  vol.  8s.  6d. 

Hlntory  of  Rome 2  vols.  7s. 

History  of  Switzerland 1  vol.  Ss.  Cd. 

Holland's  Manufactures  In  Metal 8  vols.  10s.  Cd. 

James's  Lives  of  Foreign  Statesman ....  5  vols.  17s.  6d. 

Kater  and  Lardnor's  MIohanics 1  vol.  Ss.  6d. 

Keightley's  Outlbies  of  History l  vol.  Ss.  6d. 

Lardnor's  Arithmetic l  vol.  Ss.  6d. 

,Lardner's  Geometry 1  vuU  Ss.  6d. 


81  Lardner  on  Heat IvaLSs^fid. 

85.  Lardner's  Hydrostatics  and  Pnenmatim  1  roL  as.  fid. 

86.  Lardner  and  Walker's  Eleetridtjr  and 

Magnetism 2  vols.  7*. 

87.  Mackintosh,  Forster,  and   Courtenay'e 

Lives  of  British  Statesmen 7  vo3a.  Ste.  ^ . 

88.  Mackintosh,  Wallace,  and  BeU's  matory 

ofEn^aad lOtmlswSc 

89.  Montgomery  and  Shelley's  emhwmt  Ita- 

Unn,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  Aothors  S  vols.  16s,  C I 

40.  Moore's  History  of  Ireland 4  vols.  14a. 

41.  NicoUs's  Chronology  of  History 1  vtd.  Ss.  6d. 

42.  PhUUpa's  Treatise  on  Geology finds.  Tis. 

43.  PoweU's  History  of  Natural  Phllosophjr  l  vol.  Ss.  6d. 

44.  Porter's  Treatise  on  the  Mauufiictnre  of 

Silk IvoLSi^&L 

45.  Porter's  Manufhctures  of  Porcelain  and 

Glass 1  vo).8s.€a. 

46.  Roscoe's  British  Lawyers iToLlk&L 

47.  Scott's  History  of  Scotland 2  vol*.  7a. 

48.  Shelley's    Lives    of  eminent    French 

Authors 2  rids.  78, 

49.  Shuckard  and  Swainsou's  Insects 1  voL  Sk.  €d 

50.  Sonthey's  Lives  of  British  Admirals  ....  5  vols.  17s. «! 

51.  Stebblng's  Church  History 2  vols.  7s. 

52.  Stebblng's  History  of  the  Reformation. .  2  vol*.  7s. 
58.  Swainson's  Discourse  on  Natural  History  1  toL  St.  e<L 
51.  Swainsou's  Natural  History  and  pis&ai- 

ficatlon  of  Animals  1  ttO,  as.  6>L 

55.  Swainson's    Habits   and    Instlncta    of 

Auimahi 1  vol.  asw  6d. 

56.  Swainson's  Birds 2  vobi.  7s. 

57.  Swainson's  Fish,  Reptiles,  &c 2  vd*.  7s. 

58.  Swabison's  Quadrupeds 1  vol.  Sa.  6d. 

59.  Swainson's  SheUs  and  Shell-Flah 1  voL  Ss.  60. 

60.  Swainson's  Animals  in  Menageries l  voL  Ss.  60. 

61.  Swainson's  Taxidermy  and  Biography  of 

Zoologists lvoI.Ss.6<l 

62.  Thirlwall's  History  of  Greece 8  vols.  S&. 


Mrs.  B.  Lee's  Elements  of  Natural  His- 
tory; or,  First  Principles  of  Zoology  :  Com- 
prising the  Principles  of  dassification,  inter- 
spersed with  amusing  and  instruetiye  .Ac- 
oounts  of  the  most  remarkable  Animals. 
Kew Editions  Woodcuts.    Fcp.8yo.7B.6d. 

Letters  to  my  Unknown  Friends.    By 

a  Lady,  Author  of  Letten  on  Uappinets, 
Fourth  Edition.     Fcp.  8?o.  5s. 

Letters  on  Hi^raindss,  addreisad  to  a  Friend. 
By  a  Ladt.  Author  of  Lettert  to  my  Unknown 
Friendt.    vop.  8to.  6s. 


L.  E.  L.— The  Poetical  Works  of  Letitia 

Elizabeth  Landon ;  comprising  the  In^o- 
vueU/ice,  the  Veueiian  Bracelet^  the  QMen 
Violeiy  the  Troubadour^  and  Poetical  Bemains. 
New  Edition ;  with  2  Vignettes  by  B.  Boyle. 
2  vols.  16mo.  IDs.  cloth ;  morocco.  2l8. 


Dr.  John  Lindley's  Theory  and  Practice 

of  Horticulture  j  or,  an  Attempt  to  explain 
the  principal  Operations  of  Gardening  upon 
Physiological  Grounds:  Being  the  Second 
Edition  oi  the  Theory  of  HoriieuUure^  much 
enlarged ;  with  98  Woodcuts.    8to.  2U. 
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r.   John    Lipdleys   IntrodacUon   to 

Botanj.  New  Edition,  with  Corrections  and 
copious  Additions.  2  rols.  8vo.  with  Six 
Plates  and  numerous  Woodcuts,  ^pnce  24s. 

nwood.— Anthologia  Ozonienjds,  give 

Florilegium  e  Lusibus  poetiois  diyersorum 
Oxoniensium  Gr»ois  et  Latinis  deoerptunu 
Curante  Gttijelico  Lutwood,  M.A.,  ^dis 
ChrisU  Alumno.    8to.  price  14s. 

>rimer'B  (C.)  Letters  to  a  Toong  Master 

Biariner  on  some  Subjects  connected  with 
bis  Calling.    New  Edition.  Fcp.  8to.  Ss.  6d. 

mdon's  Eiicyclop»dia  of  Gardening: 

Comprisingthe  Theory  and  Practice  of  Hor- 
ticulture, ^oriculture,  Arboriculture,  and 
Land8cape*€brdening.  With  many  hundred 
Woodcuts.  New  Edition,  corrected  and 
improred  bj  Mbs.  Lovdoh.    Sto.  60s. 

radon's  Encyclopsedia  of  Trees  and 

Shrubs,  or  Arboretwn  et  Fruiieehm,  Brilan" 
fM^m  abridged :  Containing  the  Hardy  Trees 
ind  Shrubs  of  Ghreat  Britain,  Native  and 
B^oreign,  Scientifically  and  Popularly  Do* 
icribed.  With  about  2,000  Woodcuts. 
)vo.  50s. 

radon's  Encyclopedia  of  Agricoltare: 

Oomprising  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  the 
Valuation,  Transfer,  Laying-out,  Improye- 
ment,  and  Management  of  Landed  Property, 
And  of  the  Cultiyation  and  Economy  of  the 
Animal  and  Yegetable  Productions  of  Agri- 
cultui-e.  New  Edition  j  with  1,100  Wood- 
cuts.   8to.  508. 

mdon's  Encyclopaedia  of  Plants :  Com- 
prising the  Specific  Character,  Description, 
Culture,  History,  Application  in  the  Arts, 
md  eyery  other  desirable  Particular  respect- 
ing  all  the  Plants  found  in  Qroat  Britain. 
New  Edition,  corrected  by  Mbs.  Loitdow. 
With  upwards  of  12,000  Woodcuts.  8yo. 
S3.  Ids.  6d.— Second  Supplement,  21s. 

mdon's   Encyclopsedia    of    Cottage, 

Farm,  and  Villa  Architecture  and  Fumitiuv. 
New  Edition,  edited  by  Mbs.  Lot7IK>n  ;  with 
more  than  2,000  Woodcuts.    8yo.  68s. 

mdon's   Self-Instruction   for   Tonng 

Oardeners,  Foresters,  Bailifi*8,  Land  Stew- 
ards, and  Farmers  I  in  Arithmetic,  Book- 
keeping, Geometry,  Mensuration,  Practical 
Trigonometry,  Mechanics,  Land-Suryeying, 
Leyelling,  Planning  and  Mapping,  Arcnitec- 
tural  Drawing,  and  Isometncal  Projection 
ind  Perspectiye.    8yo.  Portrait,  7s.  6d. 


London's  Hortos  Britannicns ;  or,  Cata- 
logue of  aU  the  Plants  found  in  Great 
Britain.  New  Edition,  corrected  by  Mbs. 
LoiTDOV.    Byo.  81s.  6d. 

Mrs.  London's  Lady's  Country  Compa- 
nion; or,  How  to  Enjoy  a  Country  Life, 
Bationally.  Fourth  Edition,  with  Plates 
and  Woodcuts.    Fcp.  Byo.  6s. 

Mrs.   London's    Amatenr    Gardener's 

Calendar,  or  Monthly  Gkdde  to  what  should 
be  ayoided  and  done  in  a  Gkurden.  16mo. 
with  Woodcuts,  7s.  6d. 

Low's  Elements  of  Practical  Agriculture ; 

comprehending  the  Cultiyation  of  Plants,  the 
Husbandry  of  the  Domestic  Animals,  and 
the  Economy  of  the  Farm.  New  Edition ; 
with  200  WoodcuU.    8yo.  21s. 

Lynch.— The  Rivulet:  A  Contribution 

to  Sacred  Song.  By  Thoicas  T.  Lynch, 
Author  of  Memorials  of  Theophilus  Trinalt  &c. 
Second  Edition,  printed  in  a  more  conyenient 
form.    Boyal  S2mo.  2s.  6d. 

Macaulay.— Speeches  of  the  Right  Hon. 

T.  B.  Macaulay,  M.P.  Corrected  by  Hnc- 
sblp.    8yo.  price  12s. 

Macaulay.  —  The  History  of  England 

from  the  Accession  of  James  II.  By 
Thomas  Babik&tok  Maoaxtlay.  Kew 
Edition.  Vols.  I.  and  11.  8yo.  price  82s. ; 
Vols  III.  and  IV.  price  86s. 

Mr.  Macaulay^s  Critical  and  Historical 

Essays  contributed  to  The  Edinburgh 
Eetiew.    Four  Editions,  as  follows : — 

1.  A  LmRASY  Edition  (tbo  Sightk\  in  3  vols.  8vo. 

price  S6s. 

2.  Complete  in  Oirs  VoLVira,  with  Portrait  and  Tig- 

netle.     Square  crown  8vo.  price  21b.  cloth;  or 
SOb.  calf. 

8.  Another  Nsw  Editioit,  in  3  rols.  fcp.  8vo.  price 
21a.  doth. 

4.  The  PxorLB'8  Editiok,  in  2  Tola,  crown 8vo.  price 
80.  doth. 

Macaulay.—Lays  of  Ancient  Borne,  with 

/pi>  and  the  Armada,  3y  Thoxas 
BABDroTOH  Macaulay.  Kew  Edition. 
16mo.  price  40.  6d.  doth;  or  lOs.  6d. 
bound  in  morocco. 


Mr.  Macaulay's  Lays  of  Ancient  Borne. 

With  numerous  Illustrations,  Original  and 
from  the  Antique,  drawn  on  Wood  by 
George  Scharf,  jun.,  and  engrayed  by  Samuel 
Williams.  New  Edition.  Fcp.  4to.  price 
21s.  boards  ;  or  4i2s.  bound  in  morocco. 
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NEW  WORKS  AHD  NEW  BDITiaNS 


MftoDoiMad.-Wlthiii  and  Wifliout:  A 
DrwnaticPocm.  By  Geob^b  MaoDokh©. 
Crown  8to.  7t.  6d. 

Macdonald.- Villa  Verocchio;  or,  the 

Youth  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci!  ATala.  By 
thelatoMraBD.L.MAOi»iiAiJ>.  Fcp.BTO. 
price  6b. 

MacDougaU.-The  Theory  of  War  iUus- 

trated  by  nunwrows  Examples  fifom  Mili- 
tary History.  By  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mao- 
Dmjgall,  Supenntendent  of  Studies  in  the 
Koyal  Military  College,  Sandhurst.  Post 
870.  with  Phrns.  [•^«*'  ^*«^y- 

Sir  James  Mackintoshes  Mscellaneons 

Works :  Including  his  Contributions  to  The 
Edinburgh  Review.  Complete  in  One 
Volume;  with  Portrait  and  Vignette. 
Square  crown  Svo.  2l8.  cloth  5  or  aOs.  bound 
in  calf:  or  in  3  vols.  fcp.  8vo.  21s. 

Sir  JanwB  Xaekintodi's  Hiatory  of  Eagland 
from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  final  Esta- 
blishment of  the  Reformation.  Library  Edi- 
tion, revised.    2  vols.  8vo.  21s. 

Madeod— The  Theory  and  Practice  of 

Banking:  With  the  Elementary  Principles 
of  Currency,  Prices,  Credit,  and  Exchanges. 
By  Henet  Ditnning  Macleod,  of  the 
Inner  Temple,Esq.,  Barrbter-at-Law.  2  vols, 
royal  8vo.  price  30s. 

M'Clure.— A  Narrative  of  the  Discovery 

of  the  North-West  Passage  by  H:.M.S. 
Invettiffotor,  Capt.  SiE  Robebt  M'Clfeb, 
R.N.  Edited  by  Capt.  Shbkabd  Osboen, 
C3.,  from  the  Logs,  Joumab,  and  Private 
Letters  of  Sir  R.  M'Chtte;  With  Chart  and 
4  Views.    8vo.  158. 

Macnanght  — The  Doctrine  of  Inspira- 
tion :  Being  an  Inquiry  concerning  the  In- 
fallibility, Inspiration,  and  Authority  of 
Holy  Writ.  By  the  Rev.  John  Mac- 
ifATTGHT,  M.A.  Second  Edition^  revised. 
[Just  ready, 

M'Culloch's  Dictionary,  Practical,  Theo- 
retical, and  ffistorical,  of  Commerce  and 
Commercial  Navigation.  Illustrated  with 
VLa^  and  Plans.  New  Edition,  corrected 
to  the  Present  Time  f  with  a  Stippleraent. 
8vo.  price  50s.  cloth ;  half-rusMa,  55b4 

M'Colloch'B   Dictionary,  Geographical, 

•Statistical,  and  Historical,  of  the  various 
Countries,  Places,  and  principal  Natural 
Objects  in  the  World.  lfiustnU«d  with  Six 
large  Maps.  New  Edition,  revised  j  vrith  a 
Supplement.    2. vols.  8to.  price  63s. 


Maittaoid.— The  Chincli  in  the  Q^ 

oaobt !  A  Desoription  o£  the  Fauiiliie 
OhuRsk  of  Rome.  lUnstratad  by  iteflepai; 
cfaral  Bwawia.  By  th*  Bev.  ^'"'^ 
MaitlaOT).  New  Edition  ;  with  leTew 
WoodoBfc^    8ftr..pri«  14s. 

Ont-of-DDors  Drawing.— AplwiiBBMi  on 

Drawing.  By  the  Rev.  S.  C.  MjLi.A3r,  MA. 
of  Balliol  College,  Oxford ;  Vicar  of  »ori- 
windsor,  Dorset.    Post  8vo.  Sa.  6d. 

Mann.— ThePhilosophyofBeprotoction. 
By  RoBBBT  Jambs  Makk,  M.I>^  FJBULS. 

Fcp.  8¥o.  vrith  Woodcuts,  price  4a.  6d. 

M18.  Maieef  s  Conversations  on  Chenfflh 

txy,  in  which  the  Elemimta  «f  thai  SessBee 
ave  fiia^iaify  explained  and  illiistirBtcd  br 
ExpaimaBtft.  New  Edition,  enlai^eA  and 
improved.    2  vols.  fcp.  8vo.  price  14«. 

Mcs.  Maxtal^  CktavoMtioBS  om  H«tiizal  Pki- 
losophy,  in  which  the  Rtemmta  of  thai 
Science  are  fomiUariy  explained.  New  Edi- 
tion, enlarged  and  coMwied  f  with  Sa  Platafc 
Fcp.>  8vo.  price  lOs.  6d. 

Mrs.  Marcet's  Conversations  on  V^e- 

table  Physiology  s  comprehending  tlieKk- 
ments  of  Botany,  with  their  Applkati^ 
to  Agrioirfture.  New  Edition  j  with  4 
Plates.     Fcp.  8vo.  price  Sa. 

Martineaa.— Endeavours  after  the  Chris- 
tian Life :  Discourses.  By  Jaxxb  Mas 
TiKBAU.    2  vols,  post  8vo.  7s.  6d.  eai^ 

Kactinefto.— Hjmms  for  tbe^  ChiistiBn  Ohav^ 
and  Home.  Collected  and  e^ted  br  Jamb 
Mabthibatt.  BtevexikBd^um^Z^Koti^^^^ 
cloth, or  5s.  calf;  i^.B*<t«t,82nMKla.4d. 
cl<^  or  ls..8d.  roan. 

Martineon.'MlMdUniM.  Ownpilikiy  SaMfi 

on  Dr.  Priestley,  Arnold's  X«/Jr  and  Q?rr& 
nondeneey  Church  and  State,  Tbeodoi* 
Parker's  Discourse  of  Befi^OH^  "  Phases  d 
Faith,"  the  Chtnwh  of  England,  and  tl* 
'  Battle  of  the  Chtiroiiea.  By  JAiagi  Mas- 
TnoBAir.    Post  8VH).  9s. 

Mannder's  Biograpli^catTressmys  c^ 

sisUng  of  Memoirs,  Sketches,  mod  brie! 
Notices  of  above  12,000  Eminent  Ptnou^d 
All  Ages  and  Nations,  from  the  Ariksl 
Period  of  History;  Fomniig  a  new  «aidecei< 
plete  Dictionary  of  TJniveraiA  Bienapfa.f 
Ninth  Edition,  reviatd  throu^^ut.  .Fop^ 
lOs.dotk;  boundinro«n,12a.|jDel^l^&i 
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Maonder's    Geogn4>hieal   Treasvy.— 

The  Treamry  of  Gteogrmphj^  Physical,-HiB* 
torioal,  Desor^kiTO,  and  PoUtioftl ;  oootain- 
ing  a  succinct  Aoeevmt  of  "Eyerj  Country  in 
the  Worid :  Preoeded  bj  an  Introdiietory 
Outline  of  the  HistoiT  of  0«ographT$  a 
Eamiliar  Ixupnarj  into  the  Yarietiea  of  Bace 
and  Lan|ruage  exhibited  bydifRnrent  Nations ; 
and  a  View  of  the  Relations  of  Qeopaphy 
to  Astronomy  and  the  Fhyaical  Seunoes. 
Commenced  by  the  hite  SAinntL  Maundbb  ; 
completed  by  William  HuaHES,  F.B.0.S., 
late  Professor  of  Geogrophy  in  the  College 
for  Civil  Engineers.  With  7  Maps  and  16 
Steel.  Pktes.  Fcm.  8to.  10d»  doth^  roan, 
128. ;  calf,  128.  6d. 

Mannder's  Hiatorical  Treasnry;  com- 

•  prising  a  General  Introductory  Outline  of 
Uniyersal  History,  Ancient  and  Modem, 
and  a  Series  of  separate  Histories  of  Every 
principal  Kation  that  exists;  their  Aise, 
Progress,  and  Present  Condition,  the  Moral 
and  Social  Character  of  their  respectiye  In- 
habitants, their  Religion,  Manners  and  Cus- 
toms, &c  New  Edition  ;  revised  through- 
out, with  a  new  Q-snebal  Index.  Fcp.  Svo. 
lOs.  oloth }  roan.  Ids. ;  ealf,'  12e.  6d. 

Maonder's  Scientific  and  Literary  Trea- 
sury :  A  new  and  popular  Encyclopedia  of 
Science  and  the  Beiles-Lettres ;  including 
all  Branches  of  Science,  and  every  subject 
connected  with  Literature  and  Art.  New 
Edition.  Pep.  8vo.  price  IQs.  cloth ;  bound 
in  roan,  128.  J  calf,  12s.  6d. 

Mannder's  Treasury  of  Natoral  History ; 

or,  a  Popular  Dictionary  of  Animated 
Nature :  In  which  the  Zoological  Character- 
istics that  distinguish  the  different  CSasses, 
Genera,  and  Species,  are  eomlnned  with  a 
variety  of  interesting  Information  illustnitive 
of  the  Habits,  Instincts,  and  General  Eco- 
nomy of  the  Animal  Kingdom.  With  900 
Woodcuts.  New  Edition.  Fcp.  8vo.  price 
10s.  clotl^  I  roan,  12s. ;  oal^  128.  6d. 

Mannder's  Treasury  of  Knowledge,  and 

library  of  Refereoee.  Comprising  an  Eng- 
lish Dictionary  and  Grammar,  an  Universal 
Gazetteer,  a  Classical  Dictionary,  a  Qirono- 
logy,  a  Law  DiationAry,  a.  Synopsis  of  the 
Peerage,  numerous  useful  Tables,  &c.  New 
Edition,  carefully  revised  and  corrected 
throughout :  With  Additions.  "Fcp.  8vo. 
lOs.  cloth ;  bound  in  roan,  128. ;  calf,  128. 6d. 

Merivale.  —  A  History  of  the  Romans 

under  the  Empire.  By  the  Rev.  C^l^blbs 
Mebiyale,  B  J).,  late  Fellow  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambri^  Vols.  I.  to  HE.  8vo. 
price  £2.  2s.  — Vols.  IV.  and  V.  (from 
Auguttus  to  CiaMdius)^  price  82s. 


MeriYale.-TheFall  of  ihe&omanBepnb- 

lio :  A  Short  Hirtory  of  the  Xast  Century  of 
the  Commonwealth.  By  the  Rev.  C.  Msbi- 
YALE,  B.D  ,  late  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge.    New  Edition.    12mo.  7s.  6d. 

Xeri^e.— An  Aeoount  bt  th6  LiliB  and  Letters 
of  Cicero.  Translated  from  the  German  of 
Ab£X£N$  and  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Chablss 
MsBiTALB,  B.D.     12mo.  9s.  6d. 

Miles.~The  Horse's  Foot,  and  How  to 

Keep  it  Sound.     Eighth  Edition ;   with  an 

Appendix  on  Shoeing  in  general,  and  Hunters 

in  particular,  12  Pktes  and  12  Woodcuts. 

By  W.  MiLEB,  Esq.    Imperial  8vo.  12s.  6d. 

%•  Two  Casta  or  Models  of  Off  Fore  Feet.  No.  1.  Skodfttr 
Alt  Purvotet,  No.  2.  Shod  vilh  Lmtker^  on  Br.  IfUes's  plan, 
may  be  bad,  price  St.  each. 

Miles.— A  Plain  TreatiBe  on  Horse-Shoeing. 
By  William  Milbs,  Esq.  With  Plates  and 
Woodcuts.    Small  4to.  price  5s. 

Milner.— Russia,  its  Rise  and  Progress, 

Tragedies  and  Bevolutions.  By  the  Bev 
T.  MiLNEB,  M.A.,  P.R.a.S.  Post  8vo 
with  Plate,  price  lOs.  6d. 

Milner.— The  Crimea,  its  Ancient  and  Modem 
Hbtory :  The  Elhans,  the  Sultans,  and 
the  Czars :  With  Sketches  of  its  Soeneiy 
and  Population.  By  the  Eev.  T.  Milnsb, 
M^.    Post  8vo.  with  3  Maps,  price  lOs.  6d. 

IQlner.— The  Baltic;  its  Gates,  Shores,  and 
Cities :  With  a  IJ'otice  of  the  Wliite  Sea. 
By  the  Rev.  T.  Milneb,  M.A.,  F.R.a.S. 
Post  8vo.  with  Map,  price  lOs.  6d. 

Milner's  History  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

With  Additions  hy  the  late  Rev.  ISAAO 
Milnxb,  D.D.,  ^.R.S.  A  New  Edition, 
revised,  with  additional  Notes  hy  the  Rev. 
T.  Obantham,  B.D.    4  vols.  8vo.  price  52s. 

Montgomery.— Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 

Writings  of  James  Montgomery :  Including 
Selections  firom  his  Correspondence,  Remains 
in  Prose  and  Verse,  and  Conversations.  Bv 
John  Holland  and  JahbsEtxbbtt.  With 
Portraits  and  Vignettes.  7  vols,  post  Svo. 
price  £8.  ISs.  6d. 

James  Montgomery's  Poetical  Works : 

Collective  Edition }  with  the  Author's  Auto- 
hiographical  Pre&oes,  oomplete  in  One 
Volume ;  with  Portrait  and  Vignette.  Square 
crown  8vo.  price  lOs.  6d.  cloth ;  moxooeo, 
21s. — Or,  in  4  vols.  fcp.  Svo.  with  Portrait, 
and  7  other  Plates,  price  14b. 

James  Montgomery's  Original  Qyions 
for  PuhHc,  Social,  and  Private  Devotion. 
18mo.  price  5s..  6d. 
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NEW  W0EK8  AKD  NEW  EDITIONS 


Moore,— The  Power  of  the  Soul  over  th  ® 

Body,  considered  in  relation  to  Health  and 
Morals.  By  Gsobgb  Moobs,  M.D.  Fi/tk 
EdUion,    Fop.  870.  6t. 

][oor«.~]Ua  and  hii  XotlTdt.  By  George 
H00SB,]i[.D.    TkirdJSdUiom.  Fcp.  8to.  6i. 

][oore.-The  TTae  of  the  Body  in  relation  to  the 
Mind.  By  Geoxgs  Moom,  M.D.  Third 
BdUiom.    Fcp.  8to.  6e. 

Moore's  Epicorean.  New  Edition,  with 
the  Notes  from  the  GSoUectire  Edition  of 
Jfoore*t  Poetical  Worts;  and  a  Vignette  en- 
grared  onWood :  Uniform  with  Moore's  Irak 
Melodiet  and  LalU  Rookk,  and  with  the  first 
collected  edition  of  Moore's  Songt^  Sal/ads, 
and  Sacred  Songs.    I6mo.       \ln  the  press, 

Moore's  Irish  Melodies.  A  New  Edi- 
tion, with  IS  highly-finished  Steel  Plates, 
frcon  Original  Designs  by 

C.  W.  COPB,  B.A.  J 


D.  Macusb,  ILA. j 
J.E.HlLiaiS,A.tLA.; 

. W.  MUUXAOY,  B.A. ; 

W.  P.  Fbrh,  B,A.  j         J.  Saht  ; 

W.  £.  Fbow,  A.RJL ;     F.  Sroini.  A.ILA. ;  and 

J.  C.  UossLXT ;  £.  M.  WxBO.  BA. 


T.  Cbb8WICK«B^  ; 
A.  L.  Ego.  A.1LA.; 


Square  crown  8T0.price21s.  doth ;  or  Sls.Od. 
handsomely  bound  in  morocco. 

Moore's  Iriah  Melodies,  niuftrated  by  B. 
Maclise,  B.A.  New  Edition;  with  161 
Designs,  and  the  whole  of  the  Letterpress 
engrayed  on  Steel,  by  F.  P.  Becker.  Super- 
royal  8vo.  81s.  6d.  boards  $  £2. 12s.  6d. 
morocco  by  Hayday. 

Moore's  Irish  Melodies.  Hew  Edition,  printed 
in  Diamond  Type;  with  the  Prefiice  and 
Notcjs  from  the  collectiye  edition  of  Moore* s 
Poetical  Works,  the  Adrertisements  originally 
prefixed  to  the  MelocUes,  and  a  Portrait  of 
the  Author.  82mo.  2e.  6d. — ^An  Edition 
in  16mo.  with  Vignette,  Ss.;  or  12s.  6d. 
morocco  by  Hayday. 

Moore's   Lalla   Bookh:    An   Oriental 

Bomance.  With  13  highly-finished  Steel 
Plates  from  Original  Designs  by  Corbould, 
Meadows,  and  Stephanofij  engrayed  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  late  Charles 
Heath.  New  Edition.  Square  crown  8yo. 
•  price  15s.  doth  1  morocco,  28s. 

Moore's  Lalla  Bookh.  Hew  Edition,  printed 
in  Diamond  T^pe ;  with  the  Preface  and 
Notes  from  the  collectiye  edition  of  Moor^s 
Poetical  Works,  and  a  Frontispiece  from  a 
Design  by  Kenny  Meadows.  82mo.  28.  6d. 
— An  Emtion  in  16mo.  with  Yignctte,  6s. ; 
or  128.  6d.  morocco  by  Hayday. 


Moore's  Songs,   Ballads,  and  &ezcfi 

Songs.  New  Edition,  printed  in  DisBided 
Type ;  with  the  Notes  from  the  coQeetn 
edition  of  Moore*s  Poetical  Works,  and  1 
Vignette  from  a  Desini  by  T.  C^vswick,  ILL 
82mo.  2s.  6d.— An  Edition  in  IGmo.  «^ 
Vignette  by  B.  Doyle,  price  5a. ;  or  l^Ci 
morocco  by  Hayday. 

Thomas  Moore's  Poetical  Works :  C^- 

prising  the  AnthoT^s  recent  Introdaetia 
and  Notes.  C<Hn^ete  in  One  Vohse, 
printed  in  Bnby  Type;  with  a  Foftnk. 
Crown  8yo.  12s.  6d.  doth  %  moiraeco  h 
Hayday,  21s. — ^Also  an  Edition  oon^kfte  c 
1  yoL  medium  8yo.  with  Portrait  aadT^ 
nette,  21s.  doth ;  morooco  by  Haydan-,  4&. 
— Another,  in  10  yol8.iep.8YO.  withPivti^ 
and  19  Plates,  price  35s. 

Moore.— Memoirs,  Jonmal,  and  Com- 

rndence  of  Thomas  Moore.  Edited  ^ 
Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Jobjs  Bitbssll,  Ml. 
With  PoriraiU  and  Tignette  Blus^atio^ 
8  yols.  post  8yo.  price  lOs.  6d.  each. 

Morell.— Elements  of  Psychology :  Pait 

I.,  containing  the  Analysis  of  the  Intdlectt^ 
Powers.  By  J.  D.  IiILobxll,  MjL,  One  a 
Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Schools.  Poi; 
8yo.  7s.  6d. 

Moseley.— The  Mechanical  Principles  of 

Engineering  and  Architectuxe.  By  H. 
MosBLEY,  M  JL,  F.B.S.,  Canon  of  Bristj^ 
&c.  Second  Edition,  enlarged;  with  r» 
merous  Corrections  and  Woodcuta.  SroJik 

More.—A  Critical  History  of  the  Lan- 
guage and  Literature  of  Ancieni  GreKe 
By  WiLLLUC  MuxB,  M.P.  of  Cbldvdl 
Second  Edition.  Vols.  I.  to  HI.  8to.  mst 
86s.  5  VoL  IV.  price  15s. 

Murray's  £ncyclop8sdia  of  Geography; 

comprising  a  complete  Description  of  the 
Earth :  Exhihiting  its  Belation  to  tk 
Heayenly  Bodies,  ito  Physical  Stmctnrv^  tk 
Natural  History  of  each  Country,  and  tk 
Industry,  Commerce,  Pohtioal  InstituAioci, 
and  Ciyil  and  Social  State  of  All  Katiocs. 
Second  Edition ;  with  82  Maps,  and  upwud* 
of  1,000  other  Woodcuts.    8yo.  price  60s. 

Neale.— The  Closing  Scene;  or,  Chris- 
tianity and  Infidelity  contrasted  in  the  I«it 
Hours  of  Bemari^ahle  Persons.  By  \\» 
Bey.  Ebskikx  NsALS,  M JL  KewBduioos. 
2  yols.  fcp.  8yo.  price  6s.  each. 

Newman.  — The   Office  and   Work  of 

ITniyersities.  By  John  Hbkbt  KKwiti5, 
D.D.,  of  the  Oratory.    Fcp.  8yo.  price  6s. 
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Newman.  —  Discourses    addressed    to 

Mixed  Congregations.  By  Johk  Hshbt 
NxwKAir,D.D.   Second  Edition.    8to.  128. 

Nomos:  An  Attempt  to  Demonstrate  a 

Central  Phjsic&l  Law  in  Nature.  Poet  8yo. 
price  78. 6d. 

Lord  Normanby.— ATear  of  Revolution. 

From  a  Journal  kept  in  Paris  in  the  Year 
1848.  Bj  the  Mabquis  of  Nobmaitby, 
KG.    2  Tols.  8to.  lJu9t  ready, 

Oldacre.— The  Last  of  the  Old  Squires. 

A  Sketch.  By  Cxdbio  Oldacbb,  Esq.,  of 
Sax  -  Normanbury,  sometime  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxon.-  Crown  8yo.  price  98.  6d. 

Owen.— Lectures  on  the  Comparative 

Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Liyertebrate 
Animals,  deUrered  at  the  Boral  College  of 
Surgeons.  By  Biohabd  Owbk,  FJEI.S., 
Hunterian  Professor  to  the  CoUege.  Second 
Edition,  with  235  Woodcuts.    8yo.  21s. 

Professor  Owen*t  Lecturei  on  the  ComparatiYe 
Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Vertebrate 
Animals,  deliyored  at  the  Boyal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  1844  and  1846.  With  numerous 
Woodcuts.    Vol.  I.  8to.  price  14s. 

The  Complete  Works  of  Blaise  Pascal. 

Translated  from  the  Trench,  with  Memoir, 
Introductions  to  the  rariouff  Works,  Edito- 
rial Notes,  and  Appendices,  by  Gbobgb 
Psabcb,  Esq.  3  yqIs.  post  8yo.  with  Por- 
trait, 26s.  6d. 

TOI..  1.   WABCAl^B  PROTIMCIAI.  liKT- 

ten:  with  H.  YlUemain's Easaj  on  PMod preflxed,  and 
ft  now  Memoir.    Post  Sro.  Portrait,  8t.  6d. 

TOI«.  9,   PA8CAI.'8  THOUGHTS  ON  R^ 

liffion  ftnd  Evidences  of  Christiimity,  with  Additions  from 
or^al  MBS. :  from  M.  Fftngdre's  Edition.  Pott  Sro. 
price  8§.  6d. 

TOI«.  8.   PASCAIi'S    lIlSC«I.IiAJHKOUS 

Writings.  Corresi>ondeaee»  Detacbed  Thoogbts,  Ac : 
from  M.  Faufckre's  Edition.    Post  8vo.  8s.  Sd. 

Dr.  Pereira's    Elements    of    Materia 

Medica  and  Therapeutics.  Third  Edition^ 
enlarged  and  improTcd  from  the  Author's 
Materiab,  hy  A.  S.  Taylob,  MJ).,  and 
Qt.  O.  Bbes,  M.D. :  With  numerous  Wood- 
cuts. Yol.I.8vo.28s.j  Vol.  II.  Part  1.218.  J 
Vol.  II.  Part  II.  24». 

Dr.  Pereira's   Lectures   on  Polarised 

Light,  together  with  a  Lecture  on  the 
Microscope.  2d  Edition,  enlarged  from 
Materials  left  hy  the  Author,  hy  the  Ber.  B. 
Powell,  MA.,  &c.  Fcp.  8vo.  with  Wood- 
cuts, 78. 


Peschel's  Elements  of  Physics.  Trans- 
lated from  the  Gterman,  with  Notes,  by 
E.  West.  With  Diagrams  and  Woodcuts. 
3  Tols.  fcp.  8vo.  2l8. 

Ida  Pfeiffer's  Lady's  Second  Journey 

round  the  World:  From  London  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Borneo,  Java,  Sumatra, 
Celebes,  Ccram,  the  Moluccas  &o.,  California, 
Panama,  Peru,  Ecuador,  and  the  United 
States.    2  vols,  post  8yo.  2l8. 

Phillips's  Elementary  Introduction  to 

Mineralogy.  A  New  Edition,  with  extensiye 
Alterations  and  Additions,  by  H.  J.  Bbooeb, 
E.B.S.,  F.a.S.  J  and  W.  H.  Milleb,  M.A., 
F.G.S.  With  numerous  Wood  Engravings. 
Post  8to.  18s. 

Phillips.'^-A  Guide  to  Geology.  By  John 
Phillips,  M.A.,  F.B.S.,  F.G.S.,  &c.  Fourth 
Edition,  corrected  to  the  Present  Timei 
with  4  Plates.    Fop.  8to.  6s. 

Phillips.  —  Figures  and  Betcriptioiia  of  the 
Palseozoio  Fossils  of  Cornwall,  Pevon,  and 
West  Somerset;  observed  in  the  course 
of  the  Ordnance  Geological  Survey  of  that 
District.  By  John  Phillips,  F.B.S.,  F.G.S., 
Ac.    8vo.  with  60  Plates,  price  9s. 

Piesse's  Art  of  Perfumery,  and  Methods 

of  Obtaming  the  Odours  of  Plants :  With 
Instructions  for  theManufactureof  Perfumes 
for  the  Handkerchief  Scented  Powders, 
Odorous  Vinegars,  Dentifrices,  Pomatums, 
Cosm^tiques,  Perfumed  Soap,  &c. ;  and  an 
Appendix  on  the  Colours  of  Flowers,  Arti- 
ficial Fruit  Essences,  &c.  Second  Edition^ 
revised  and  improved ;  with  46  Woodcuts. 
Crown  8vo.  8s.  6d. 

Pillans.--Contrihutions  to  the  Cause  of 

Education.  By  J.  Pillau 8,  Esq^  Professor 
of  Humanity  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
8vo.  12s. 

Pinney.—The  Duration  of  Human  Life, 

and  its  Three  Eras :  When  Men  attained  to 
be  more  than  900  Years  of  Age ;  When  they 
attained  to  onlv  450;  snd  When  they  reached 
to  only  70.  Showing  the  probable  Causes 
and  material  Agents  that  have  Shortened  the 
Lives  of  the  Human  Baee ;  and  the  Bar- 
riers that  prevent  a  return  to  the  Longevity 
of  the  Early  Patriarchs.  By  Joel  Pink bt, 
Esq.    8vo.  7s.  6d. 

Piscator.— The  Choice  and  Cookery  of 

Fish :  A  Practical  Treatise.  By  Piscatob. 
Fcp.  8vo.  price  5s.  6d. 
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NEW  WOBES  ijn>  NSW  EDITIOKS 


Captain  Porilock's  Report  on  the  Geology 

of  the  County  of  Londonderry,  and  of  Parts 
of  Tyrone  and  Fermanagh,  examined  and 
described  under  the  Anthority  of  the  Master- 
General  and  Board  of  Ordnance.  8to.  with 
48  Plates,  prioe  24a. 

FoweH— Essays  on  the  Spirit  of  ttie 

Indnctire  Philosophy,  the  Unity  of  Worlds, 
and  the  Philosophy  of  Creation.  By  the 
Rev.BADiyPowBLL,  M.A.,F.R.S.,F.B.A.S., 
F.0.S.,  SayillAn  Professor  of  Geometry  in  the 
UniYernty  of  Oxford.  Second  Edition,  re- 
Tiaed4  Cxown^o*.  with  Woodcuts,  12s.  6d. 

PycrofPs  Conrse  of  English  Reading, 

adapted  to  ererr  taste  and  capacity  :  With 
Literarf  Anecdotes.  New  and  cheaper 
Edition.    Fcp.  Sto.  price  6s. 

Raikes.— A  Portion  of  the  Jonmal  kept 

hy  Thohas  Baixss,  Esq.,  fromlSSl  to  1847: 
Comprising  Beminiscenoes  of  Social  and 
Political  Life  in  London  and  Paris  during 
that  period.  Second  Edition.  Yob.  L  and 
n.  post  Svo.  with  Portrait,  price  21b. 

%*  Vola.  IIL  •ndlY.,  with  Portraitoof  Connt  Ifon- 
trond and  Prince  TaUejrand,  after  Sketches  by  Coant 
D'Orrajr*  and  oomplettng  the  woric.  are  in  the  preaa. 

Reade.— Man  in  Paradise :  A  Poem  in 

Six  Books.  "V^th  Lyrical  Poems.  Bv 
JomrEwnno)  Bbasb,  Author  of  "Italy/* 
"^Reyelations  of  Life,"  &c.  'Second  EdUton, 
Fcp.  8to.  5s. 

Dr.  Reece's  Medical  Gnide :  Comprising 

a.  complete  Modem  Dispensatory,  and  a 
Practical  Treatiseon  the  distingoishmg  Symp- 
toms, Causes,  Prevention,  Cinre,  and  Pallia- 
tion of  the  Diseases  incident  to  the  Human 
Frame.  Seventeenth  Edition,  corrected  and 
enlai^ed  by  the  Anthor^s  Son,  Db.  H.  Bxsob, 
M.B.CJ9.,  &c.    arc.  12s. 

Rich's  lUnstrated   Companion  to  the 

Latin  Dictionary  and  Greek  Lexicon :  Form- 
ing a  Glossary  of  all  the  Words  representing 
Visible  Objects  connected  with  the  Arts, 
Manufactures,  and  Etery-Day  Life  of  the 
Anoieats.  With  about  2,000  Woodcuts 
ftcm  the  Antique.    Post  8ro.  2l8. 

Horsemanship  ;  or,  the  Art  of  Riding 

and  Managing  a  Horse,  adapted  to  the  Guid- 
ance of  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  on  the  Boad 
and  in  the  Field:  With  Instructions  for 
Breaking-in  Colts  and  Yoimg  Horses.  By 
Captaiw  Biorabdsov,  late  of  the  4th  Light 
Dragoons.  With  5  Plates.  Square  crown 
Syo.  148. 


Riddle's  Complete  Lattn-Bn^iali  ari 

E&ffUsh'Latin  Dictionaiy,  for  the  ow  d 
OoUeges  and  Schools.  Ifet^  and  thmfu 
Edition,  revised  and  corrected.     8vo.  21a. 

Biddl6*s  Diamond  Latin-English  IHciti— ly 
A  Guide  to  the  Meaning,  QuaHty,  ni 
right  Aoccntuataon  of  Latin  Cffniaical  nsA 
Boyal  82mo.pfioe  4b. 

Riddle's  Copious  and   Critical  LitiD- 

English  licxicon,  founded  on  the  G«Diias> 
Latm  DicfeionaRes  of  l>r»  William  Fnaai 
T^vw and  ckea^'RdX^asu    Post  4te.  3U.  6i 

Rivers's  Rose-Amateor^  Gnide ;  costaiD- 

ing  ample  Descriptions  of  aU  the  fine  leadzsg 
Tarietiea  of  Bosea,  reguloriy  rlassed  in  1km 
respectiye  Families;  tMr  BUatoiy  aal 
Mode  of  Culture.  Fifth  TCditJon^  oonecsed 
and  improved.    Fcp.  Siro.  3a.  6d. 

Roberts.  — Tfie  Sdclal  msstoij  of  the 

People  of  the  Southern  Counties  of  En^c^ 
in  Past  Centuries,  illustrated  in  regard  to 
their  Habits,  Mtmidpal  Bre-Lawa,  Ctrl 
Progress,  &e,,  irom  the  Researofaea  cf 
Gbobge  Bobbbts,  Author  of  Life  tf  Ot 
Duke  of  MbnmomtAf  &c.  8n>.  with  WooMti, 
price  18s. 

Dr.  K  Robinson's  Qreek  and  Englisk 

Lexicon  to  the  Greek  Testamest.  A  5e* 
Edition,  revised  and  tngreaiparlre-wallBBL 
8? o.  price  18s. 

Mr.  Henry  Rogers's  Essays  selectedfron 

Contributions  to  the  EdinkmyA  Remem. 
Second  and  e^lM^wr  Edition,  with  AJdHspf^a 
3  Tob.  fcp.  8yo.  21s.  I 

Dr.  Roget^  Thesaorasof  Engliah  IViordl 

and  Phrases  dasaiiied  and  arranged  so  ast* 
faoBitate  the  Bspremon  of  Ideaa  and  asotf 
in  Literary  Composition.  Third  IMitro^ 
reyised  and  improved.  Crown  8to.  10b.  $1 

Ronalds's    Fly-Fisher's    Entomology: 

"With  coloured  Representations  of  ti« 
Natural  and  Artificial  Insect,  and  a  few  Of 
servations  and  Instmctions  on  Trout  seI 
Graylinff  I^hing.  F^/IA  Edition,  ihoroo^ 
revised  by  an  Experienced  FlyFishcr ;  wtO^ 
20  Plates  coloured  after  imp:  oved  pattenil 
Svo.  14e. 

Rowton's  Debater :  A  SeriefEf  of  Goaqile 

Debates,  Outiines  of  Debates,  andj~ 
for   Discussion  ;    with    ample 
to  the  best  Sources  of  Xnibfrmation.    Ke 
Edition.    Fcp.  Svo.  6s. 
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ttenoffiachelLadyBasseU.  A  New 

SkUtion,  indudnig  sereral  unpublished  Let- 
;ers»  togeiber  with  those  edited  by  Miss 
Sbbbt*  With  Portraits*  Yignettes*  and 
B'acsimile.    2  toIs.  post  8to.  price  16s. 

L6  Idfe  of  WOHam  Lord  BiuselL  By 
he  B^tHon.  Lobs  Johk  Bussbix,  H.F. 
Fourth  Edition ;  with  a  Portrait  after  Sir 
Peter  Lelj.    Pbst dro/lOs.  6d. 

John  (Mr8.)~Aiidul>oii  the  Natn- 

•alisiinthe  New  World:  His  Adyentores 
md  DiflcoTeries.  By  Mbs.  HasA.ox  St. 
FoHN.    Fcp.  8to.  price  2s.  6d. 

16  Saints  onr  Example.  By  the  Author 

>f  Letter »  to  mp  VnkAOwn  Friend^  &c.  Fcp. 
)to.  price  7s. 

.  L.Sch]nitz's  l^atoiy  of  Greece,  from 

he  Earliest  limes  to  the  Taking  of  Gonnth 
■)j  the  Bomans,  B.C.  146,  mainly  based  upon 
Bishop  Thirlwall's  History.  FouHh  Edition^ 
mih  Supplementary  Chapters  on  the  Lite- 
rature and  Arts  of  Ancient  Greeee;^  and 
inustrated  widi  a  Map  of  Athens,  and  137 
SVoodcnts,  designed  from  the  Antique  by 
a.  Scharf,  jun.,  F.S.A.     12mo.  78.  6d. 

'Tile  fourth  editkm  of  Dr.  Scbmitz**  HUttny  of 
)§e4  has  bMD  impioved  \fj  the  ftddMon  of  duqitan  on 
ek  art  aadliteratoie,— a  waut  whidi  we  had  occaaton 
dy  to  notice  In  our  review  of  a  rival  mannal.  Dr. 
mitz's  hook  most  now  he  considered  the  most  complete 
sUsh  htotory  of  Greeoe  im  a  siu^  volnme,  and  well 
mlated  to  form  either  an  Introdootion  or  a  cimpanion 
he  peat  worki  of  Bishop  ThirlwaU  and  Mr.  Grote.  Its 
le  irtahanced  hynnmerooa  woodcuts  hy  Mf.  G.  Scharf, 
o  of  much  higher  quality  tiian  ws  usnally  meet  with  in 
Qsntaiy  hooks."  Quaboiav,  Oct,  22, 18B6. 

3tt.~The   Danes  and  the  Swedes: 

Being  an  Account  of  a  Visit  to  Denmark, 
ncluding  Schleswig-Holstein  and  the  Danish 
islands ;  with  a  Peep  into  Jutland,  and  a 
Toumey  across  the  Peninsula  of  Sweden, 
ihnbracing  a  Sketch  of  the  most  interesting 
>oint8  in  the  SQstory  of  those  Coimtries. 
3jr  Chables  Hbitbt  Sooit.  Post  8vo. 
)rice  lOs.  6d. 

dvenor's  History  of  the  Lron  Trade, 

rom  the  Earliest  Becords  to  the  Present 
Period.  New  Edition,  corrected.  8yo. 
>rice  lOs.  6d. 

'  Edward  Seaward's  Narrative  of  his 

Shipwreck,  and  consequent  Diseoyery  of 
sertain  Islands  in  the  CaribbMui  Sea. 
rhird  Edition.  2  vols,  post  8to.  21b.->  An 
Lbbidoiceht,  in  16mo.  price  2s.  6d. . 

e  Sermon  in  the  Mount   Printed  by 

).  Whittingham,  uniformly  with  the  Thmmb 
3ible:  bound  and  claq>ed.    64flM.  la.  6d. 


SewelL— Amy  Herbert.    By  a  Lady. 

Edited  by  the  Bey.  Wiijia]I'6zwbll,BJ)., 
Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Exeter  Colkge,  Oxford. 
New  Editian..   Fcp.  Syo.  price  6s. 

SewelL— The  Earl's  Dan^tter.   By  the 

Author  of  Jmif  Herbert.  Edited  by  the  Bey. 
W.  SswsLL,  B.D.    2  yols.  fcp.  8yo.  9s. 

Sewell.  —  Gertrude :  A  Tale.    By  the 

Author  of  Jmjf  fferbert.  Edited  by  the  Bey. 
W.  Sewell,  B.D.  New  Edition.  Fop. 
8yo.  price  6s. 

SewelL— Laneten  Parsonage :  A  Tale  for 

Children,  on  the  Ptaotical  Use  of  a  portion 
of  the  Churdi  Oatedusm.  By  the  Author 
of  Jmy  Herbert,  Edited  by  the  Bey.  W. 
Sewell,  B.D.  New  Edition*  8  yola..fcp. 
8yo.  price  16a^ 

Sewell.  —  Margaret  Percival.    By  the 

Author  of  Jmy  Herbert,  Edited  by  the  Bey. 
W.  SiWBix,  B  JD.  New  Edition.  9  yols 
fop.  8yo.  price  12s. 

By  ths  tame  Author^ 

lyon.   2  yols.  fbp.  Syo.  price  12i. 

Oteye  HaU.   2  yols.  fsp.  Sre.  price  12s. 

The  Ezpexienee  of  Idib.  Hew  Edition.  Fcp. 
8yo*  price  7s.  6d. 

Xatharine  Ashton.  Hew  Edition.  2  yols. 
fcp.  8vo.  price  12s. 

Beadings  for  Eyery  Bay  in  Lent :  Compiled 
from  the  Writings  of  Bissop  Jesexx 
Iaxlob.    F(^.  8yo.  price  6s. 

Beadings  for  aXKSnth  preparatory  to  Conflrma- 
tion :  Compiled  from  the  Works  of  Writers 
of  the  Eai^  and  of  the  English  dnirch. 
New  and  cheaper  Edition.    Fop.  8yo.  4s. 


Bowdler's  Family  Shakspeare :  In  which 

nothing  is  added  to  the  Original  Text ;  but 
those  words  and  expressions  are  omitted 
which  cannot  with  propriety  be  read  aloud. 
New  Edition,  in  Pocket  Volumes ;  with  86 
Woodcuts,  from  Designs  by  Smiri^e,  Howard, 
and  other  Artists.    6  vols.  fop.  8yo.  SOs. 

V  A  LiBBAST  EDRioir,  with  the  snine  Ilhistnitians,  in 
1  vol.  medium  8to.  price  21s» 

Sharp's  New  British  Gazetteer,  or  Topo- 
graphical Dictionazy  of  the  British  Islands 
and  Narrow  Seas :  Comprising  concise  Do- 
seriptions  of  about  Sixty  Thousand  Places, 
Seats,  Natural  Features,  and  Objects  of  Note, 
founded  on  the  best  authorities.  2  yds. 
8yo.  price  £2. 16s. 
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Short  Whist;  its  Rise,  Progress,  and 

Laws :  With  Obsenrations  to  make  an  j  one  a 
Whist-Plajer.  Containing  also  the  I^ws  of 
Piquet,  Cassino,  Ecart^  Cribbage,  Back- 
gammon. Bt  Major  A.  New  Edition  ;  to 
which  are  added,  Precepts  for  Tjros,  hj 
Mrs.  B.    Fop.  8to.  8s. 

Sinclair.  —  The  Journey  of  Life.    By 

CATHSBimt  SnrCLAiB,  Author  of  The  Bun- 
neuofUft,  New  Edition,  corrected  and 
enlarged.    Fcp.  8to.  5s. 

Sir  Roger  De  Coverley.  From  The  Spec- 
tator. With  Notes  and  Illustrations,  by 
W.  Hbkbt  Wills  ;  and  12  Wood  Engrav- 
ings from  Designs  by  P.  Tatlxb.  Sc^nd 
and  cheaper  Edition.  Crown  8to.  lOs.  6d. ; 
or  21s.  in  morocco  by  Hayday. — An  Edition 
without  Woodcuts,  in  16mo.  price  Is. 


Smeeis  Elements  of  Electro-Metallurgy. 

Third  Edition,  rerised,  corrected,  and  con- 
siderably enlarged ;  with  Electrotypes  and 
numerous  Woodcuts.    Post  8to.  10s.  6d. 

Smith  (G.)  — Harmony  of  the  Divine 

Dispensations :  A  Series  of  Discourses  on 
Select  Portions  of  Holy  Scripture,  designed 
to  show  the  Spirituality,  Efficacy,  and  Har- 
mony of  the  Diyine  Keyelations  made  to 
Mankind  from  the  Beginning.  By  Geobge 
Smith,  F.A.S.,  &o.    Crown  Svo.  7s.  6d. 

Smith  (O.)— Sacred  Annals;  or,  Besoarohes 
into  the  History  and  Beligion  of  Mankind. 
By  GEOBas  Smith,  F.iLS.,  &c.  8  yoIs. 
crown  8ro.  price  £1.  14b. 

Vol.  I.  -  THE  PATRIARCHAL  AGE,  fifom  the  Cre- 
ation to  the  Death  of  Ismmj.    Crown  8vo.  price  lOe. 

Vol.  II.-THE  HEBREW  PEOPLE,  from  the  Origin 
of  the  Israelite  Nation  to  the  Time  of  Chrift.  Crown 
8vo.  in  2  Porte,  price  12s. 

Vol.  in.  -  THE  GENTILE  NATIONS  -  Egyptian*. 
Assyrians,  Balnrlonians,  Medee.  Persians,  (ireeks, 
and  Romans.   Crown  8vo.  in  2  Parts,  price  18s. 

Smith  (J.)  —  The  Voyage  and  Shipwreck 

of  St.  Paul :  With  Dissertations  on  the  Life 
and  Writings  of  St.  Luke,  and  the  Ships  and 
Kavigation  of  the  Ancients.  By  James 
Smith,  of  Jordanhill,  Esq^  F.R.S.  Second 
EdUiotif  with  additional  JProofs  and  lilus- 
trotions;  Charts,  Views,  and  Woodcuts. 
Crown  8to.  Ss.  6d. 


A  Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Sydney  Smith. 
By  his  Daughter,  Lady  Holland.  With 
a  Selection  from  his  Letters,  edited  by 
Mbs.  Austin.  Neto  Edition,  2  toIs.  8to.  28s. 


The  Rev.  Sydney  Smith's  IGscellaneoi^ 

Works :  Including  his  Ck>nMbatkHia  to  & 
Edinburgh  Beriew.    Three  £ditiaDS : — 

1.  A  LIB&4ST  Eomos  (the  FomrOkX  in  S  rdk.  ^ 
with  Portrait,  Sfis. 

2.  Complete  in  Ovx  Toluxs,  vith  Poctratt  sb£  Tr 
nette.  Square  crown  8ro.  price  Ua.  ckiUi;  (r^ 
bound  in  calfl 

S.  Another  Nxw  EDinov.  in  3  vols.  f^k.  3vo,Fn«^ 

The  Rev.  Sydney  Smith's  BlementBy 

Sketches  of  Moral  PhiloBophy,  d^?»ed  « 
the  Boyal  Institution  in  the  Years  1S(H 
1805,  and  1806.  Third  «iii^  Al^i^o- Sdilis. 
Fcp.  8vo.  78. 

Robert   Sonthey's   Complete    Poetka2 

Works ;  containing  all  the  Author^s  lasftXc* 
troductions  and  iTotes.  Oompkte  ib  0^- 
Tolume,withPortraitandyigziette.  Me^o 
8to.  price  21s.  cloth ;  42b.  bound  in  moKteco 
Or  in  10  Tols.  fcp.  8to.  with  Porinft  m^ 
19  Plates,  price  358. 

Select  Works  of  the  British  Poets ;  fros 

Chaucer  to  Loyelaoe  iiKAnaiTe,  W^ 
Biographical  Sketches  by  the  late  "Bxasxt 
SouTHBY.    Medium  8to.  price  SOs. 

Sonthey's  Correspondence.— Selectkas 

from  the  Letters  of  Robert  Sontbey,  t 
Edited  by  his  Son-in-Law,  the  Ber.  iov. 
Wood  Wabtkb,  B.D.,  Vicar  of  Ves 
Tarring,  Sussex.   4  Tola,  poet  8to.  price  4^ 

The  IdfiB  and  OeiTespoiideiiM  of  tlie  ImtoBdhc^ 
Southey.  Edited  by  his  Son,  the  B«r 
C.  0.  SouTHBT,  M.A.,  Yioar  of  Ardlq^ 
With  Portraits  and  Landscape  Vkaat 
tions.    6  Yols.  post  Sro.  price  63s« 

Sonthey's  The  Doctor  Ac  complete  Ij 

One  Volume.     Edited  by  the  Rer.J.V 
Wabtbr,  BJ).     With  Portrait,  V5 
Bust,  and  coloured  Plate.     New 
Square  crown  8to.  price  2l8. 


Sonthey's   Conunonplace-Boolu,  eomplett 

Four  Volumes.    Edited  by  the  Ber.  J. 

Wabteb,  B  J>.    4  Yols.  square  onnni  $ 

price  £8.  ISs. 

Ea?h  Cimmottplaee'Book^  complete  In  Itadt  n«r 
had  separately,  as  foUows  .— 

FisbtSbbiss-CHOICE  PASSAGES.  Ac    18a. 

SBCOin)  Sbbdm- SPECIAL  COLLECTIOKS.  ». 

Tkibd  Sbbibs-AKALTTICAL  BSADIK06.    lU 

FOUBTS  SXBXBS- ORIGINAL  MBX0RA2n)lA,l&l 

S(»uthey's  Life  of  Wesley ;  and  Bise  si 

Progress  of  Methodism.  Now  Edition,  4 

Notes  and  A.dditions.  Edited  by  the  B 

C.  C.  SouTHSY,  MjIl.  2  Yoia.  8vo.  4 
2  Portraits,  price  28s. 
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incer.— The  Principles  of  Psychology. 

\y  HxBBSBT  Spbncbb,  Authdlr  of  Social 
talics,     8to.  168. 

inton.— June:  A  Book  for  the  Coontiy 

1  Summer  Time.  By  H.  T.  Staiktoit, 
Luthor  of  The  EniomologUft  Manual,  and  ya* 
lou8  other  popular  Works  on  Natural  HU- 
oTj,    Fcp.  8to.  88. 

phen.— Leotores  on  the  History  of 

'ranee.  By  the  Bight  Hon.  Sm  Jahss 
TBPHSK,K.C.B.,LL.D.,Profe88or  of  Modem 
listonr  in  the  Uniyersity  of  Gambridge. 
econd  Edition.    2  yols.  8yo.  price  248. 

iphen.— Essays  in  Ecclesiastical  Bio- 

raphy  ;  from  The  Edinburgh  Beyiew.  By 
heBight  Hon.  Sib  Jakes  Stbphbk,  K.C.B., 
JL.D.9  Professor  of  Modem  History  in 
he  XToiyersity  of  Cambridge.  Third  Edi- 
ion.    2  yols.  8yo.  24s. 

)nehenge.— The  Greyhound:  Being  a 

Creatise  on  the  Art  of  Breeding,  Bearing, 
ind  Training  Greyhounds  for  Public  Bun- 
ling ;  their  Diseases  and  Treatment :  Con- 
ainin^  also  Bules  for  the  Management  of 
uoursmg  Meetings,  and  for  the  Decision  of 
Ck)ur8es.  By  Stonbhsnge.  With  Frontis- 
piece and  many  Woodcuts.  Square  crown 
Syo.  2l8. 

3W.  — The  Training  System,  Moral 

Eraining  School,  and  Normal  Seniinary  for 
preparing  Schoolmasters  and  Goyemesses. 
By  David  Stow,  Esq.,  Honorary  Secretary 
to  the  Glasgow  Normal  Free  Seminary. 
Tenth  Edition ;  with  Plates  and  Woodcuts. 
Post  8yo.  price  6s. 

rachey.-Hehrew  Politics  in  the  Times 

)f  Sar^on  and  Sennacherib :  An  Inquiry  into 
^he  Historical  Meaning  and  Purpose  of  the 
Prophecies  of  Isaiah,  with  some  Notice  of 
:heir  Bearings  on  the  Social  and  Political 
Life  of  England.  By  Edwabd  Stbaohey, 
Bsq.    Cheaper  Iseue,    8?o.  price  Ss.  6d. 

By  the  tame  Author, 

rades  and  Soienoe.  Post  8vo.  price  Is. 
lyler.—Christian  Aspects  of  Faith  and 

Duty:  Twenty  Discourses.  By  John 
fiMBS  Tayleb,  B.A.  Second  Edition. 
Post  8fo.  price  7s.  6d. 

lylor.— Loyola:  And  Jesuitism  in  its 
audimeuts.  By  Isaac  Tatlob.  Post  8yo. 
^rioe  lOs.  6d. 

lylor.-Wesley  and  Methodism.  By 
[BAio  Tatlob.    Post  8yo.  Portrait^  10s.  6d. 


Tegohorski.— Commentaries  on  the  Pro- 

ductire  Forces  of  Bussia.  By  L.  Db 
Tbgobobsei,  Priyy-Councillor  and  Member 
of  the  Imperial  Council  of  Bussia.  Yols.  I. 
and  n.  8yo.  price  14s.  each. 

Thacker's  Courser's  Annual  Remem- 
brancer and  Stud-Book :  Being  an  Alpha- 
betical Betum  of  the  Bunning  at  all  the 
Public  Coursing  Clubs  in  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,  for  the  Season  1855-56 ;  with 
the  Fedigreee  (as  far  as  receiyed)  of  the 
Dogs.  By  Bobebt  Abbak  Welsh,  Liver- 
pool.   8yo.  2  Is. 

V  PuUlihed  annually  in  October, 

ThirlwalL— The  History  of  Greece.  By 
the  Bight  Bey.  the  Lobd  Bishop  of  St. 
David's  (the  Bey.  Connop  Thirl  wall).  An 
improyed  Library  Edition ;  with  Maps.  8 
yols.  8yo.  price  i&8. 

*«*  Also,  an  Edition  in  8  yols.  fcp.  8yo. 
with  Vignette  Titles,  price  28s. 

Thomson's  Seasons.   Edited  by  Bolton 

CoBNXY,  Esq.  lUustrated  with  77  fine 
Wood  Engrayings  from  Designs  by  Mem- 
bers of  the  Etching  Club.  Square  crown  8yo. 
2l8.  cloth  I  or  86s.  bound  in  morocco. 

Thomson  (the  Eev.  W.)— The  Atonmg 

Work  of  Christ  reyiewed  in  relation  to  some 
current  Theories ;  in  Eight  Bampton  Lec- 
tures, with  numerous  Notes.  By  the  Bey. 
W.  Thomsok,  M.A.,  Proyost  of  Queen's 
College,  Oxford.    8yo.  8s. 

ThOBUon.— An  Outline  of  the  Lawi  of  Tliought: 
Being  a  Treatise  on  Pure  and  Applied  Logic. 
By  the  Bey.  W.  Thomson,  M.A.  Third 
Edition,  enlarged.    Fcp.  8yo.  price  7s.  6d. 

Thomson's  Tables  of  Interest,  at  Three, 

Four,  Four-and-a-Half,  and  Fiye  per  Cent., 
from  One  Pound  to  Ten  Thousand,  and  from 

1  to  865  Days,  in  a  regular  progression  of 
single  Days ;  with  Interest  at  all  the  aboye 
Bates,  from  One  to  Twelye  Months,  and 
from  One  to  Ten  Years.  Also,  numerous 
other  Tables  of  Exchanges,  Time,  and  Dis- 
counts.   New  Edition.    12mo.  price  8s. 

Thombmy.—Shakspeare's  England;  or, 

Sketches  of  Social  History  during  the  Beign 

of   Elixabeth.     By   0.    W.   THOENBiniY, 

•   Author  of  Hiilorif  of  ike  Buccaneere^  &o. 

2  yols.  crown  8yo.  21s. 

« 

The  Thumb  Bible ;  or,  Verbum  Sempi- 
temum.  By  J.  Tatlob.  Being  an  Epi* 
tome  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  in 
Englisli  Yerse.  Beprinted  frt>m  the  Edition 
of  1698;   bound  and  clasped.    64mo.  Is.  6d. 
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KEW  WOBKfl  ATO  NEW  EDmOKS 


Bishop  Tomline's  Introducitton  to  the 

Study  of  the  Bible :  Contwning  Proofc  of 
the  Authenticity  and  iBspiration  of  the 
Soriptuwt;  a  Summary  of  the  History  of 
the  Jews ;  an  Aeooont  of  the  Jewif  h  Secti  j 
and  a  brief  Statement  of  Contents'of  seve- 
MdBookaoftheOW2V*<«««^  New  Edi- 
tion.   Fcp.  8to.  68.  6d. 

Tooke.— Hfetory  of  Prices,  and  of  the 

State  of  the  Circulation,  from  1847  to  the 
close  of  1865.  By  Thomas  Tookb,  FJB.S. 
With  Contributions  by  WiMXiM  Nkw- 
ICABCH.  Beinc;  the  Rfth  and  concluding 
Volume  of  Tooke's  Hittory  ofFricet,  with  an 
Index  to  the  whde  work.    8to. 

TownBend.— ModemState  Trials  revised 

and  illuBtrated  with  Bsaays  and  Notes.  By 
W.  C.  TowFBKrD,  Esq.,  MA..,  Q.C.  2  toIs. 
8yo.  price  30s. 

TroUope  — The  Warden.  By  Anthony 
Tbollopb.    Post  8vo.  lOs.  6d. 

Sharon  Tamer's  Sacred  History  of  the 

Wwld,  attempted  to  be  Philosophically 
oonfiidered,  in  a  Series  of  Letters  to  a  Son. 
New  Edition,  edited  by  the  Bev.  S.  TttbHBB. 
8  Tols.  post  8yo.  price  81s.  6d. 

Sharon  Tomer's  History  of  England 

during  the  Middle  Ages:  Comprising  the 
Eeigns  from  the  Norman  Conquest  to  the 
Accession  of  Henry  Tin.  Fifth  Edition, 
rerised  by  the  Ber.  S.  Tttbhie.  4t  toIs. 
8to.  price  SOs. 

Sharon  Turner's  History  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  from  the  Earliest  Period  to  the 
Norman  Conquest.  Seventh  Edition,  revised 
by  the  BeV.  S.  Tubhib.    3  v<Hs.  8vo.  868. 

Dr.  Turton's  Manual  of  the  Land  and 

f^h- Water  Shells  of  the  British  Islands. 
A  New  Edition,  with  considerable  Additions 
by  JoHiT  Edwaud  Gbat  :  With  Woodcuts, 
and  12  coloured  Plates.    Post  8vo.  price  15s. 

Tttson.— The  British  Consul's  Manual : 

Being  a  Practical  Guide  for  Consuls,  a3  well 
as  for  the  Merchant,  Shipowner,  and  Master 
Mariner,  in  all  theur  Consular  Transactions ; 
and  containing  the  Commercial  Treaties 
between  G^reat  Britain  and  Foreign  Coun- 
tries, brought  down  to  the  present  date.  By 
E.  W.  A.  TrsoN,  of  the  Inner  Temple ; 
Chancellor  of  the  Imperial  Austrian  Con- 
sulate-General in  London.    8vo.  price  16s. 

Twfaring.— Types  and  lignres  of  the 

Bible,  iUustrated  by  the  Art  of  the  Early 
and  Middle  Ages.  By  Miss  XouiSA 
TwiNiiffa.  With  54  Plates,  composing  207 
Post  4to.  2l8, 


Dr.  Ure's  Dictionary  of  Arts,  Mannte^ 

tnrea,  and  Mines:  Contunii^  »  dear Exp> 
sition  of  their  Principles  aad  Pn^ 
Fourth  Edition,  much  enlarged  ;  ie>«  A 
the  Articles  beuig  entirdy  re-wiittc:,  ci 
many  new  Arfcieles  added.  WMk  ■■* 
1,600  Woodcuts.    2Tol8.  Srcpneee^ 

Van  DerHoeren's  Handbook  of  Zook^ 

Translated  from  the  Second  Ihitdi  Kdto 
by  the  BeT^.  William  Ci.abx,  MJ).,¥Ja 
&0.,  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  OoUe^aBdP!- 
feasor  of  Anatomy  in  the  XXmraeiy  «* 
Cambridge;  with  additional "E^feoifiesap 
nished  by  the  Author.  In  Two  TabaB^ 
Vol.  1,  Ltveriebrale  Animals:  with  15  Ito 
comprising  very  numerous  f  igune,  S^ 
price  80s. 

Vehse.-rMemoirs  of  the  Court,  Izte 

cracy,  and  Diplomacy  of  Austria.  ByDi.1 
Vehsb.  Translated  from  the  Germsfi  rf 
Fbai^z  Dekmleb.   2  Tols.  post  87a  2U 

Wade.  —  England's  Greatness :  Ilsls« 

and  Progress  in<3hJVCTnincnt,  Imw^^^B/^b^ 
and  Social  Life;  Agricultore,  Qomaie^\ 
and  Manufiwjtures ;  Scicooe,  litcratare,!:'! 
the  Arts,  from  the  Eariiest  Period  te  r^ 
Peace  of  Paris.  3y  Jomf  WiPS,  TJj 
Institut  d'Afrique  (Histoa4cal  Beetc^ 
Paris ;  Author  of  Eistcry  tmd  Fa^kd  /ij 
losopky  of  the  Froductice  C^sset^  of  '^ 
Cabinet  Latoy^r,  &c,    Fcp.  Sro. 

Waterton.— ^Essays  on  Nactmal  ffirtBrj 


Edition.  .2  vols.  fop.  Sro.  price  lOa. 

Webster  and  Paikes's  Enc^dopsdii^ 

Domestic  Econ«aiy;  ecnn^iaingn^ kJ 
jeots  as  are  most  immediate^  eomteeini*^ 
Housekeeping:  As,  The  CMvtx^ictics  1 
BomMtio  Edifices,  with  the-M odee«fWfi^ 

ing,  VentihitiBg,  and  Ligfatmg  theaa— A  il 
scription  of  the  rarious  artkdee  of  Fiaafesa 
with  the  nature  of  their  Materiala — JH^  I 
Servants— &c.  New  Edition  ;  with  xasj 
1,000  Woodcuts.    8vo.  price  90s. 

Weld.— A  Vacation  Tour  in  the  Hffl^ 

SUtes  and  Canada.  By  C.B.Wxxj)^Bid 
ter-at-Law.    Post  Svo.  with  Hap^  10b.  ^ 

West.  — .IiectareB  on  the  IHsetstfi 

Infancy  and  Childhood.  ByCHAXEBsM'il 
M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Uoapiial  ftr  >\ 
Children;  Physician- Accoudiear  to,  --^ 
Lecturer  on  Midwiferf  at,  St»  Barthfltoi^ 
Hospital.    Third  Edition.    8?a.  Ite. 
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COMPLETION 

or 

THE  THATELLBE'S    LIBBAHY. 


Summary  of  fh$  Contents  of  /^TRAYELLEB'S  LIBBAKI,  now  complete  in  102 

Parts,  price  One  Shiuing  each,  or  in  50  Volumes,  price  2«.  6i.  each  in  cloth, 

To  be  had  also,  in  compleie  Sets  only)  ttt  Five  Oiiineas.  per  Set,  bound  in  cloth, 
lettered,  in  25  Volumesj  olasiijled  as  follows  ^-^ 


VOYAGES  AND  TRAVCtS. 


IN  EUROPE. 
A  CONnNSRTAL  TOUR ,BT  J.BARBOW. 

DI800YERIES ^ 

BBITTANY  AND  THE  BIBLE »T  I.  HOPE. 

BRITTANY  AND  THE  CHASE BX  I.  HOPE. 

CORSICA  byF.OEEGOBOVIUS. 

GERMANY,  OTC. :  NOTES  0F\  «« a  t  ArM/a 

A  TRAVELLER /  -•  ^^^'^^*^^' 

IGEULND BT.P.  MILES. 

NORWAY,  A  RESIDENCE  IN bt  S.  LAING. 

NORWAY,  RAMBLES  IN BxT.  PORBSTBR. 

RUS&IA BT  TH»  MARQUIS  DE  CUSTINE. 

RUSSIA  AND  TURKEY  ..  BX  J.  R.  M'CULLOCH. 

ST.  PETERSBURG BX  M.  JEBBHANN. 

THE  RUSSIANS  OF  THE  SOUTH,  BX  S.  BROOKS. 

MONT  BLANC,  ASCENT  OF BX  J.  AULDJO. 

'^^i^'!"^}-^.^ONTSCHUDL 

HISTORY  AND 

MEMOIR    OF  THE  DUKE    OP  WELLINGTON. 
TEffi  LIFE  OF  MARSHAL  -»  BX  the  REV.  T.  0. 

TURENNE J        COCKAYNE. 

SCHAMYL  ....  BX  BODENSTEDT  akd  WAGNER. 
"  FERDINAND  L  AND  MAXIMI- \    _    «.i^«^ 

LIAN  n J     "^    KANKfc. 

FRANCIS  ARAGCS  AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 
THOMAS  fiOLCROFrS  MBMOIBS. 


)• 


.BX  E.  BAINE8. 


VISIT  TO  THE  TATTDOnS 
OF  PIEDMONT  

IN  ASIA. 

CHINA  AND  THIBBT ;bxshb  ABBB^HUC. 

SYRIA  AND  PALESTINE "EOTHEN." 

THE  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS.  BX  P.  OIRONI^RE. 
IN  AFRICA. 

AFRICAN  WANDERINGS BxM.WERNE. 

MOROCCO BXX.DURRIEU. 

NIGER  EXPLORATION.  .BX  T.  J.  HUTCHINSON. 
THE  ZULUS  OF  NATAL BxG.H.  MASON. 

IN  AMERICA. 

BRAZIL BX  E.  WILBERFORCE. 

CANADA BX  A.  M.  JAMESON. 

CUBA BXW.H.HUBLBUT. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  WILDS  ....  BxC.LANMAN. 
IN  AUSTRALIA. 

AUSTRALIAN  COLONIES bx  W.  HUGHES. 

ROUND  THE  WORLD. 
A  LADY'S  VOYAGE BXiDA  PFEIFFER. 

BIOGRAPHY^ 

CHESTERFIELD  ft  SBLWYN,  BX  A.  HAYWARD. 
SWIFT  AND  RICHARDSON,  BX  LORD  JEFFREY. 
DEFOE  AND  CHURCHILL  ....  BX  J.  FORSTER. 
ANECDOTES  OF  DR.  JOHNSON,  bx  MBS.PIOZZI. 
TURKEY  AND  CHRISTENDOM. 
LEIPSIC  CAMPAIGN,  VYtta  REV.  G.  R  GLEIG. 
AN  ESSAY  ON  THE  LIFE  AND\  bt  HENRY 
GENIUS  OF  THOMAS  FULLER/     ROGERS. 


ESSAYS  BY  MR.  MACAULAY. 


WARREN  HASTINOS. 

LORD  CLIVB, 

WILLIAM  PITT. 

THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 

RANKE'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  POPES. 

GLADSTONE  ON  CHURCH  AND  STATS. 

ADDISON'S  LIFE  AND  WRITINaS. 

HORACE  WALPOLE. 

LORD  BACON. 


LORD  BYRON. 

COMIC  DRAMATISTS- OF  THE  RESTORATION. 

FREDERIC  THE  GREAT. 

HALLAM^  CONSTITUTIONAL  HISTORY. 

CHOKER'S  EDITION  OF  BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF 

MR.   MACAULAVS    SPEECHES    ON   PARLIA- 
MENTARY RBF(^M. 


THE  LOVE  STORY  xbok  'SOUTHEY'S  DOCTOR, 

SIB  EOGEB  DE  COVERLEY....  )  -JS??!™. 
J  SPSGTATOR. 

MBMOIBS  OF  A  MAITRH-D'ARMES.  BX'DUMAS. 

CONFESSIONS  OF  A  ^ 

WOBKINGMAN..   /' 


WORKS  OF  FICTION. 


.BX  E.  SOUVESTRB. 


AN  ATTIC  PHILOSO-  >  SOUVESTML^ 

PHBR  IN  PARIS . .  / BX  JS.  SOUVESTRB.* 

SIR  EDWARD  SEAWARD'S  NARRATIVE  OF 
HIS  SHIPWRECK. 


NATURAL  HISTORY;  Ac. 

1  irr  T>R    T     ITRlfP     I  ELEOTRIO  TELEGRAPH.  &c.  BT  DR.  O.  WILSON. 
;  BX  UK,  u.  JVJSM1-.        0URC0AL.PlBLD8ANDOUB«>AL.PITfl 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF 

CREATION /  "*   *"••  "•  "-— ^-    I    OUR  C0AUP1BLD8  AND  OUR  COAL-PITS. 

INDICATIONS  OF  iNSTINOr.  BX  J)R  L.  KEMP.    I    CORNWALL,  ITS  MINSa.  MINERS,  ^ke. 

MISCELLANEOUS  WORKS. 

LKmmiD^ANDADDRB8SE8}»^™^0' 

SELECTIONS  FROM  SYDNEY  SMITH'S 

WRITINGS. 
PEINTINa BX  A.  STARE. 


RAILWAY  MORALS  ANDi      __„  gp™nE» 

RAILWAY  policy; /  • »» «•  ewfi^i^lCK. 

M0RM0NI8M . .  BX  XHB  REV.  W.  J.  CONYBEARB. 
LONDON    btJ.R.M*CULL00H, 
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NEW  WOBES  PUBUBHID  by  LONGMAK  Ajn>  CO. 


Wheeler  (H.  M.)— A  Popular  Hannony 

of  the  Bible,  Historically  and  Chronologically 
arranged.  By  Hskbt  M.  Whxblsb,  Author 
of  Hebrew  for  AduiU,  &o.    Fcp.  8vo.  6s. 

Wheeler  (J.T)— The  Life  and  Travels  of 

Herodotus  in  the  Fifth  Century  before 
Christ :  An  imaginary  Bio|[raphy,  founded 
on  fact,  Ulustratire  of  the  Histoiy,  Manners, 
Beligion,  literature.  Arts,  and  8odal  Con- 
dition of  the  Qreeks,  Egyptians,  Persians, 
Babylonians,  Hebrews,  Scythians,  and  other 
Ancient  Nations,  in  the  Days  of  Pericles 
and  Kehemiah.  By  J.  Talbots  Wheels b, 
FJ%.a.S.    2  Tols.  post  8vo.  vith  Map,  2l8. 

WhMler.-The  Geography  of  Harodotuf  De- 
veloped, Explained,  and  Illustrated  from 
Modem  Besearohes  and  Discoyeries.  Bj 
J.  Talbotb  Wheelbb,  F.B!a.S.  With 
Maps  and  Plans.    8ro.  price  Ids. 

Whiteloeke's  Jonmal  of  the  English 

Embassy  to  the  Court  of  Sweden  in  the 
Years  1663  and  1654..  A  New  Edition, 
revised  by  Henet  Rebtb,  Esq.,  P.S.A. 
2  vols.  8vo.  24s. 

i  ■ 

Willich's  Popular  Tabbies  for  asoertaining 

the  Value  of  Lifehold,  Leasehold,  and  Church 
Property,  Benewal  Fifaes,  &c.  TMrd  EdUion^ 
with  additional  Tables  of  Natural  or  Hyper- 
bolic Logarithms,  Trigonometry,  Astronomy, 
Geography,  &c.  Post  8vo.  price  Ss.  — 
Supplement,  price  Is. 

Wilmot's  Abridgment  of  Blackstone's 

Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England,  in- 
tended for  the  use  of  Young  Persons,  and 
comprised  in  a  series  of  Letters  from  a  Father 
to  his  Daughter.  A  New  Edition,  corrected 
and  brought  down  to  the  Present  Day,  by 
SiB  John  E.  Eabdlet  Wilmot,  Bart. 
12mo.  price  6s.  6d. 

Wilson  (E.)  —  The  Dissectcwr's  Manual 

of  Practical  and  Surgical  Anatomy.  By 
Ebabmxts  Wimon,  F.B.S.  Second  Edition, 
corrected  and  improved  ;  with  25  additional 
Woodcuts  by  Bagg.    12mo.  12s.  6d. 

Wilson  (W.)—BryologiaBritannica:  Con- 
taining the  Mosses  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  systematically  arranged  and  described 
according  to  the  Method  of  Bruc%  and 
Schimper;  with  61  illustrative  Plates.  Being 
a  New  Edition,  enlarged  and  altered,  of  the 
Museologia  Britannica  of  Messrs.  Hookei*  and 
Taylor.  By  WnxuM  Wilson,  President 
of  the  Warrington  Natural  History  Society. 
8vo.  428.;  or,  with  the  Plates  coloured, 
price  £4.  4s.  cloth. 


Woods.— The  Past  Campaign :  A  Sketd 

of  the  War  in  the  East,  finom  tlie  Departs!? 
of  Lord  Baglan  to  the  Fall  of  Seb^tofio. 
By  N.  A.  Woods,  late  Special  Cones^cm- 
dent  to  the  Morning  Herald  at  the  Seat  d 
War.    2  vols,  post  8vo.  price  21s. 

Tonge.— A  New  English-Greek  Lexieoi : 

Containing  aU  the  Ghredc  Words  used  bj 
Writers  of  good  authority.  By  GL  D. 
YoNas,  B.A.  Seccmd  EiiUon^  revised  aad 
corrected.    Poet  4to.  prioe  21a.- 

Tonge'8  New  Latin  Gradus :  Contaim&g 

Every  Word  used  by  the  Poets  of  Rood 
authority.  For  the  use  of  Btoo,  West- 
minster, Winchester,  Harrow,  <^)arterilOll9^ 
and  Bugby  Schoola;  King's  CoUcjge^  Los- 
don;  and  Marlborough  CkftHege.  JbsrfJ 
Bdition,  Post  8vo.  9s. — ^Appevdix  of  Epi- 
thets classified  according  to  their  Ea^U^ 
Meaning,  price  Zs,  6d. 

Touatt.—The  Horse.  ByWiBiamYoiiatt 

With  a  Treatise  of  Draught.  NewEditioc 
Trith  numerous  'Wood  Engravii^a,  froa 
Designs  by  William  Harvey.  (Meesn. 
LoN03Cijr  and  Co.'s  Edition  should  be  or- 
dered.)   8vo.  price  lOs. 

Yonatt— The  Dog.   By  WiDiam  Yonatt 

A  New  Edition;  with  numerous  Sjigrsvfn^ 
from  Designs  by  W.  Harvey.      8vo.  fis. 

Young.— The  Christ  of  History:   An 

Argument  grounded  in  the  Facts  of  Ha 
Life  on  Earth.  By  the  Bev.  Johst  Yor^e, 
LL.D.  Edin.    Post  8vo.  7s.  6d. 

Young. -The  Kystexy;  or,  EvU  and  Ood.  ly 
the  Rev.  John  Yoirsa,  LL  J).  Edin.  Post 
8vo.  78.  6d. 

Young  (E.)  —  PraB-Raffiaellitism ;  or,  i 

Popular  Liquiry  into  some  newly-aasoteu 
Principles  connected  with  the  Philosc^fin-, 
Poetry,  Beh'gion,  and  Bevolution  of  Art. 
By  the  Rev.  Edwabd  Youya,  MJL  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge ;  Author  oiJrt, 
Us  ComtUution  and  CajtaeUiet,    Poet  Svo. 

Zumpt's  Grammar  of  the  Latin  Lan- 
guage. Translated  and  adapted  for  t&e 
use  of  English  Students  by  Db.  L.  Sghjou, 
E.R.S.E. :  With  numerous  Additions  ssd 
Corrections  by  the  Author  and  Tranabtcr. 
4th  Edition,  thoroughly  revised.     8ro.  14& 

INopemier  1866. 
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